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STi^^  ApocALrpzE  an  arrangement  and  elucU 
dation  of  all  former  prophecies  concerning 
the  times  of  the  Gosp^L — ^tate  of  religion 
in  the  Roman  empire  in  the  primitive  timesm 
— yealousy  jirid  malice  of  the  pagan  emper^* 
ors^  watchful  for  the  destruction  ofchristi'* 
anity^  at  the  instigation  of  the  old,  ssRPJSNTy 
there  in  possession  of  the  temples.TrWar  be* 
tween  the  two  religions.'-^Triumph  of  the 
gospel. — The  dragons  malice  thereby  in^ 
creased. — He  excites  fresh  enmity^  and  raises 
new  partisans. — ^Recovers  his  old  influence^ 
and  is  worshipped  again^  but  under  dis^ 
guised  attributes. ^-^The  two  beasts  and  the 
imagCy  and  their  worsbippersy^The  mark, 
— and  NUMBER  of  the  beast. 

In  the  times  which  preceded  the  gospel,  it 
was  not  needful  that  any  further  or  more  p3X< 
yoL.  ir.  B 
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means  of  tradition  from  the  prophets,)  that 
some  further  meanings  and  a  great  mystery^ 
lay  concealed  under  that  prodigious  variety 
of  magnificeht  figures,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed by  those  inspired  penmen  to  give 
expression  to  their  descriptions,  equal  to  the 
then  unknown  Xva^GsX&XiZt  of  the  subject.  But 
when  the  time  arrived,  that  the  supernatural 
agency  of  the  holy  Spirit,  in  this  way,  was 
about  to  be  withdrawn^^  and  no  living  pro^ 
phet  should  any  more  be  sent  to  instruct  and 
comfort  the  church,  against  the  heavy  pres- 
sure of  her  approaching  afflictions  under  the 
long  tyranny  of  Antichrist,  a  different  proce- 
dure was  necessary.  It  then  seemed  good  to 
the  divine  wisdom  to  give  additional  lights, 
for  the  better  comprehension  of  those  pro- 
phecies ;  and  such  as  should  clearly  shew  that 
they  hiid  not  received  their  whole  accomplish^ 
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pient  w  the  overthrow  of  ancient  Babylon^  but 
for  the  greater  part  remained  yet  to  be  fufiU- 
ed ;  and  to  give  such  further  marks,  as  should 
help  future  ages  to  make  the  right  application 
of  them,  in  the  season  of  their  accomplishment. 

St  Paul  first  opened  to  the  affrighted  chris- 
tians the  prophecies  of  the  coming  of  the 
MAN  OF  SIN,  ^^  after  the  energy  of  Sat an^ 
with  all  power,  and  signs,  and  lying  won- 
ders," to  deceive  the  world,  and  to  wage  an 
impious  war  against  Christ  and  his  saints ;  as 
Daniel  had  expressly  foretold,  and  as  Antio- 
CHUs  Epiphanes,  (in  a  lesser  degree,  and  as 
a  type  of  the  Antichrist  himself,)  had 
done  to  the  maccabees.*  And  last  in  order 
pf  time  of  all  the  inspired  writers,  St  John, 
called  the  divine^  for  the  clear  view  he  has 
given  in  his  gospel  of  the  divine  nature  of 
the  Logos,  or  Christ,  has  employed  his  pen 
to  the  same  effect,  in  the  book  of  Revelations*  f 

•  See  the^  first  book  of  Maccabees,  in  the  Apocrypha,— 
and  Frideaux's  Connections,  part  ii.  book  iii. 

f  The  book  of  Revelations,  probably  owing  to  the  mysti- 
cal nature  of  its  contents,  and  the.  numc^oui  forgeries  amongst 
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This  mysterious  book  closing  the  sacred 
canon,  the  design  of  it  seems  to  have  be:::  :j 
ferve  as  a  clue  to  the  unravelling  ot  the  hiihi  r- 
to  perplexed  thread  of  the  prophetic  hisioi), 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  last  times ;  and  to 
gather  together  the  scattered  lights  which  lay 
spread  (m  orderly^  confusion^  >  and  without 
much  regard  to  connection  or  order  of  tim&,) 
in  the  writings  of  the  prophets.  This  seem- 
ing negligence  was  not  without  design,  and 
was  for  those  times  expedient.  But  now, 
when  the  time  was  at  hand  that  some  of 
these  prophecies  should  begin  to  take  place^ 
find  the  seven  seals  be  opened,,  in  regular  suc^ 
cession  of  time,  by  their  corresponding  events 
in  the  history  of  the  church  j  the  scheme  of 
a  regular  chain  of  prophetic  history  was  re? 
Ycaled  to  St  John,  and  carried  on  in  several 
visions,  down  to  the  end  of  the  world.  The 
construction  of  tliis'systepi  of  prophecy  seems 

the  early  heretics,  was  not  so  soon  received  universally  -as  most 
of  th«  other  «acred  -writings.  But  its  wonderfully,  exact  cor- 
respondence with  historical  facts  frpm  that  time  to  this,  as  well 
as  with  the  prophecies  previously  established,  must  have  settled 
its  authenticity  beyond  all  other  evivlences  with  every  friend  to. 
divine  Revelation, 
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to  be  so  eontrived,  especially  in  the  latter  and 
more  important  parts  of  it,  which  relate  to 
the  long  tyranny  of  Antichrist,  (and  id  of 
great  consequence  to  be  well  understood,  and 
to  be  apjplied  without  almost  a  possibility  of 
mi^ate,)  that  a  transient  and  general  view  of 
the  subject  is  first  given^  which  is  afterwards 
unfolded  in  its  sieveral  parts^  by  so  many  dis- 
tinct visions  following,  and  representing  the 
several  scenes  of  the  mystical  drama. 

When  the  angel,  sent  with  thi^  communi*' 
cation,  had  ended  the  eventful  narrative,  he 
said  to  the  holy  writer,  seal  not  the  sayings  of 
the  p^rophecy  of  this  book ;  rc>r  the  time  is  at 
bandJ^ '  But  when  the  same  messenger  of 
he^tcfh  had  revealed  to  Daniel  thie  original 
matters,  of  which  St  John's  prophecy  is  a^  it 
were  a  republication  with  enlargements,  the 
writer  is  cdmmatKled  to  shut  them  up\ — inti- 
mating that  they  would  hot  be  undcrsttiod 
yet  for  a  great  fength  of  time,  but  should  re- 
main as  a  book  sealed^  and  which  caiinOt  be 

♦  Rev.  xx£.  10. 
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read,  till  the  timt  for  opening  it  is  arrived* 
**  Wherefore  shut  thou  up  the  vision^  for  it 
shall  be  for  many  days*"*  It  relates  to 
events  which  are  yet  at  a  great  distance  of 
time.  And  so  again,  in  Dan.  xiL  4,  ^'  But 
thou,  O  Daniel,  shut  up  the  wordsy  and  seal 
the  booky  even  to  the  time  of  the  end  .•"— • 
that  is,  until  the  end  of  the  mosaic  oeconomjy 
when  a  revelation  more  explicitly  unfolding 
all  these  mysteries  of  God^  should  be  given  iti 
the  christian  scriptures  ;  or,  perhaps,  by  **  the 
time  of  the  ^zr^/,"  meaning  the  end  of  the  anti- 
christian  tyranny  therein  spoken  of,  and  whicK 
would  not  be  fully  understood  (especially  ia 
regard  to  the  pfbphetic  dates  of  the  times,) 
until  explained  by  the  events  themselves^ 
which  are  to  be  the  fulfilment  of  the^e  pro-*: 
phecies.  *^  Whenf  the  mystery  •  of  God 
should  be  finished,  as  he  hath  declared  to  his 
servants  the  prophets  ;'* — ^Until  then,  -  cprv- 
tinues  the  angel,  "go  thy  way,  Daniel,;  for 
the  words  are  dosed  up^  and  seqledf  titt  th^ 

TIME  OF  THE  JSJNTi)."! 

♦  Daa,  viii,  26.        f  R«v*  *•  'T-'"      t  I'^'  ^'  ^' 
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*In  this  mystical  history,  thfeteforc,  we  ac- 
cordingly fihd  that  St  Xohn  not  only  cdftfirms 
all  that  St  Paul  h^d  said*  many  years- before,' 
Concemliig'the'tfftEA^  apost acy',  arid  -t^t' 
MAN  OF  sii*'  ait  the  head  of  it;  *  hxiiddds  some 
uMitknaifealurtidixiLi^X,  sihgul&r  character,  in 
strict  cOtiforniity  i*ith'  the  original  outline  of 
Daniel,  and  the  sketches  of  St  Paul;  He  ap- 
piiieft  the  s4irie  symbolical  lati|tliaLg6,  and  uses 
the  same  sacred  hieroglyphic?,  which  ate  in- 
tf ftdnced  by  the  ancietit  prophets,  aiiH  adopts ' 
sometimes  even  thfe  very  wbrd^  which  they 
had  addressed  to  ancient  Babylon;  applying^ 
them  to  anoiber  misiress  of  the  w^ldj  mystic- 
ally dislinguishied  by  that  and  other  names  in 
prophecy,  figuratively  used; 

'  In  the  eleventh  chapter  of  the  Relrelaridns,' ' 
St  John  commebces  his  mystical  history  of 
Rbme^  With  ^d  pcrsecution^md  deaths  zn^ 
resurrection  of  the  witnesses,  all  included  in 
one  rapid  and  concise  sketch ;  the  particular 
cijfcomstsmces  of  their  story  faUing  in  along 
with. the  other  events  related  in  the  course  of 

the  following  vision^.     In  the  former  part  of 

t  ■ 

VOL.  II.  C 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


8 

the  book,  he  had  concluded  the  prophetic  ac* 
count  oi  the  eastern  em^ire^  and  the  punish- 
ment of  the  chris^n  churctes,  there,  wttled, . 
bjr  the  scourge  which  Gpd.  had  raised  up.  fpr 
them  in  the  imposture  of  Mpbammed ;  on  ac- 
count of  their  vicious  mapners,  luxury,  super- 
stition, heretical  depravity,  and  idolatry.  And 
tb^t  anticbristian  imposture  arose  in  the  east, 
about  the  same  time  as  the  popish  mystery  of 
iniquity  was  set  up  in  the  west ;  and  the  same 
term  of  duration  seems  to  be  assigned  to  each 
of  them,  that  v^^  forty  and  two  months  of  pro- 
luetic  days,  which,  counting  evity  day  for  a 
year,  is  1 260  years.*  Mobammedism  has  ac- 
cordingly, succeeded  as  universally  in  the  east 
ajS. popery  in  the  west,  and  ha3  reduced  the 
christian  religion  (if  it  deserves  that  name)  to 
the  bwfest  Slate  of  degradation.  These  once 
formidable  powers^  seem  to  keep  equal  pace 
now  in  their  dedine,  and  will  probably  sink 
together 

liThe  measuring  of  tbe^  teinple^  with  which 
the  eleventh  chapter  begins^  is  the  taking  of 
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an  estimate  of  the  state  of  religion  in  general, 
at  this  period,  and  it  is  a  very  unfavorable 
one.  The  prophet  is  commanded  to  mea- 
sure only  the  holy  place  and  the  altar ^  but  to 
omit  the  court  and*  outer  precincts  of  the  tem- 
ple, as  the  whole  of  that  was  given  up  to  the 
profanation  of  the  "  gentiles,  and  the  holy 
city  shall  they  tread  underfoot  forty  and  two 
months/'  If  this  alludes  to  the  mohamme" 
dans^  at  that  time  in  possession  of  the  holy 
city  of  Jerusalem^  and  retaining  it  against  the 
utmost  force  of  the  seven  crusades  even  to 
this  day ;  it  shews  the  low  and  abject  state  to 
which  christianitjr  should  be  reduced,  where- 
ever  the  crescent  prevailed ;  and  the  few  sin- 
cere christians  that  would  be  found  amongst 
even  the  professors  of  the  christian  faith  in 
the  eastern  churches.  If  it  alludes  to  the  cor- 
rupt state  of  religion  in  the  west,  at  the  period 
when  the  papal  tyranny  was  set  up,  and  if  ^^- 
rusalem  (trodden  down  by  the  papal  gentiles^ 
more  heathens  than  christians,  in  both  faith 
and  practice,)  means  the  church  of  Christ  in 
general^  the  prophecy  is  equally  true,  both  in 
the  smaUncss  of  tjie  nurnber  found,  *'*whiQlr 
c  % 
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had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  popisif  Baai^; 
and  in  the  term  of  forty  two  months,  allotte4 
for  the  continuance  of  this  newly  risen  apos^ 
tacy  snd  spiritual  tyranny  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  church  of  Christ^ 

The  episode  of  the  two  witnesses  is  anothe? 
representation  of  the  same  thing.  It  intimates^ 
that  while  the  generality  of  nominal  christians 
should  run  headlong  into  gentilism  and  idol- 
atrous worship,  there  should  yet  be  a  siqall, 
though  a  competent  number  of  persops  stil| 
left,  to  protest  against  the  corruptions  of  the 
times,  in  every  age;  and  to  keep  alive  the 
knowledge  of  God^  and  the  hope  of  salvation 
by  the  mediation  and  merits  of  Christ  alone. 

For  the  profession  of  these  now  heretical 
opinions^  the  witnesses  are  here  destined  to 
undergo  a  series  of  cruel  persecutions,  and  to 
seal  the  truth  of  their  testimony  by  death.* 

*  The  witnesses  are  to  continue  as  long  as  the  apostacy  it- 
self,— '^  a  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  score  days,  which  is 
the  same  space  ot  time  as  the  forty  and  two  months  before  meo^ 
tioned*     For  forty  two  moaihs,  consisting  each  of  thirty  days^ 
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|i^  of  those  calaa^j4es  w^f^  ^IpQQIKMfiAfey. 

ftrill  be  thf  f^iu^  isst^t  cf  di|eir  t^sdfanpqy  ^ 
«^  fi^^fi^ely  rejectc4  by  their  peivAcmvni, 
ThU  v^^%^  ^.  w^pK^  of  fmh^  viwoqi, 
chap.  i^.^Whe;^  G^  «fier  »  Jojjg  sjJwe 
and  for|}farwce,  will  Ijsegift,  by  sn^wiw 
judgn^ept?,  to  mov?  the  appst^testp  rdpem* 
Ipce,  ,aq4  fin,alljr  tq  destroy  the  ipcqwj^^ 
9Hid  uahielieving,* 

The  fen^aiader  of  tfiis  chgpt^  i^  rapidly 
sketched,  the  pjytipulai^s  being  iq  t^c  fplioiWr 
iog  visions  yp?ucately  pre8ente4  tp  vi(evy»,  aM 
^sfinctly  enlarged  upon.     It  shevvs  what  will 

are  equal  to  a  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  score  days,  or 
years,  in  the  prophetic  stile  ;  which  is  the  vecy  period  assigned 
by  Daniel  (vii.  25;  xii,  7,)  and  St  John  (Rev.  xiii.  5,)  for 
the  tyranny  andidplatry  of  the  church  of  Rome."— l&wton, 
Vq1«  iii- p«  13^ 

*  Sec  sqctt.Tiii.p,  190^  and  s^at-  xxir. 
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be  die  oldmate  consequence  of  thif  struggle 
between  Christianity  and  popery^  peipetuated 
for  1260  }iean;*  and  terminadng  at  last  in  the 
re$urr€cti(m  of  the  witnesses^  or  the  rictory  df 
•  CShrist  over  Antichrist,'  when  "  the  kingdoms 
of  diis  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall 
»eign  for  ever  and  ever.  Bishop  Newton 
observes,  **  St  John  Is  here  rapt  and  hurried 
away  as  it  were  to  a  view  of  the  happy  mil- 
lennium, without  considering  the  steps  pre- 
ceding and  conducting  to  it.'^  The  two  last 
verses  contain  a  brief  account  of  the  events 
which  are  to  follow  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  **  The  anger  of  the  nations^^  under 
Gog  and  Magog,  related  at  length,  chap.  xx. 
7,  &c — and  the  judgments  of  God  upon  that, 
atheistical  crew,  chap.  xx.  9,  and  Ezek.  xxxix^ 
i^ — and  Xh^  general  judgment^  Rev.  xx.   12, 

&C. 

The  prophet  having  thus  entered  upon  th?; 
history  of  the  western  church,  goes  back  in 
chap.  xii.  to  give  an  account  of  the  establish- 
ment of  chri^anity  as  the  reUgion  of  the  etn^ 
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pin^  aft^J^  a  loog. struggle,  agai^^ 
aud  its  victory,  over  it,  by  the  christian  €fli-, 
peror  Cpnstaatine  the  great  being  caU^4  tp: 
the  throne;  which  happened  about  the  yeaxu 
of  Christ  3i3»     :  .     /  * 

The  christian  church  is  hete  represented  as 
**  a  woman  cloathed  with  the  sun^^  The  light 
of  the  gospel,  when,  compared  with  the  dark- 
ness of  heathenism,  might  well  deserve  such 
an  emblematical  device,  notwithstanding  the. 
corruptions  which  then  began  to  creep  into  the 
faith  and  worship  of  the  church ;  for  it  is  the 
contrast  between  the  religion .  abolished  and 
that  now  established  in  its  room,  that  is  here 
attended  to*  "  The  moon  under  her  feef^  is  an 
emblem  of  the  Mosaic  oeconomy,  upon  which 
the  foundations  of  the  church  were  laid  ;*,:and 
the  heaven  which  is  here  the  scene  <£  these  > 
wonders,  is  the  roman  empire  in  its 'whole  ex* 
tent  at  that  time,  the  contest  for  superiority 
between  the  two  religions  beirig  carried  on  in 
every  part,  as  well  as  in  the  capital  city.  The 
Dragon^  as  appears  from  the  dcscnjptipsi  of 
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Mtfi^  Bli'h&hg  feii^  and  having  seven  beads  and 
ten  borns-y  and  seven^  crowns  upon  bis  beads'^ 
itepitseiftfe  the'  romanimpdrisd  power;  red^  or 
pmplc;  bdng^  the  coloar  worn'  only  by  the' 
emperors  of  Rome  pagan,  as  it  has^  since  been 
the  distinguishing  colour  of  the  masters  of 
papal  Rome;  Mystically,  it  expresses  in  both 
cases  the  bloody  psrsecutions  Rome  hath  carried 
on  against  the  true  church  of  Christ,  first  as' 
a  pagan,  persecutor,  ajld  next  as  an  antichris- 
tlan.  The  seven  beads  are  the  seven  mbun« 
tjuns  on  which  Rbine  was  biiilt.*  The  /^«' 
horns  are  the  ten'  kingdoms  into  which  the 
empire  was  to  be  divided,  when  it  became  a  ^ 
papal  persecutor ;  and  the  seven  crowns  shew 
that  the  division  had  not  yet  at  this  juncture 

♦  ^he  tlekfriptibn  of  Ohnd  appBes  to  Rciine  in  both  the  cir^ 
cuniuiites^^ich' he^mditioiiSy  equally !andertlie  rule  of  tM 
popci  a3  H  did  under  that  of  the  pagan  emperors.— « 

S^  qun  ^e  ^^tem  totum  circfumspicit  orbem 

^      Mofttibusy  imperii  Roma  deumqae  locus. 

Ovid,  Trist.' 

> 
^  Rome  from  her  aeven  hills  the  globe  comraaiulBt ' 

The  Beat  of  empire,  amd  the  place  of  oods,** 
They  have  still  gods  rf  wodJ  anddoM  there  now,  as  heretofore. 
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b^€a  place,  the  imperial  or  sixth  form  o^ 
gOTemment  still  subsisting^*  and  the  seventh 
being  not  yet  come.  "  And  his  tail  drew  the 
third  part  of  the  stars  of  heaven^  Urtd  cast  them 
to  the  earth.  (Ver.  4.) — ^This  may  signify  the 
great  number  of  fi&r/V//^«  bishops  which  were 
ejected  from  their  sees^  and  sent  into  banish- 
ment^ or  sufFei'ed  martyrdom,  during  these 
contests  in  the  imperial  heaven^  from  which  at 
lengthy  by  the  succession  of  Constantine,  the 
pagarl  dragon  was  himself  cast  down*  (ter.  9. )  f^ 

*  Bishop  Newton  reckons  up  the  different  forms  of  gov^rn^ 
ihent  wliich  successively  prevailed  at  Rome  thus, — kings,  con^ 

SULS,    DICTATORSy    DSCEMVlRSy    MILITARY    TRIBUNES    With 

consular  authority ;-— (these  five  from  Livy  and  Tacitus;)— 
Vhe'C/ESARs  were  Ihe  sixth,  the  P&pes  tiie  seventli. 

f  The  drag^ti  describe  in  Ret^^  *ik  3,  aild  Utie  beast  ih-  !?ev. 
xiii«  U  ^^  manifestly  the  same  |  and,  .^s  Bishop  Newton  obi 
seneSf  *<  was  beyond  all  doubt  designed  to  represent  the  romah 
mpirgf  as  both  ancients  and  moderns,  {)api8ts  and  protest  fints 
are.  agreed;."  The  only  point  in  dispute  is,  whether  pa^an  of 
fapai  Rbmehe  mcknt ;  which  must  be  determined  by  the  cid* 
racier  and  actions  ascribed  to  the  beasts 

The  .word  ^nigi»  or  aerp^t  ia  ako  tised  in  this  place  and 
in  the  prophetft  hieroglyphicallyy  to  represent  tlie  flaaHce  an& 
Agency  of  "  the  old  shrfekt*  called  tliedevil  and  satan/'-i* 
«  x.xK'dUiiiOi  Qiu3o?i(^,  aui  i  (rura.9S.iy  (Ilev.  xii.  9>  Gen*  iii*  14  j) 

VOL.  If.  i) 
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The  period  under  contemplation  ivas-  c«f^ 
tainly  a  very  important  crisis,  and  worthy  of 
this  particular  notice  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy^ 
It  was  the  violent  and  bloody  struggle  between 
paganism^  for  the  continued  possession  of  th€ 
temples  of  the  gods  and  the  imperial  throae 
which  it  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  Christianity 
for  that  establishment  to  which  it  now  aspif- 


as  being  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  persecution  of  religion  by- 
Rome^  in  both  her  stateB,  pagan  and  anticfaristiao,  Thtu  in 
Psalm  xd,  ISy  the  prophet  says  of  Clmst— *''  The  Ron  and  the 
dragon  shalt  tho9  tread  undex  thy  feet," — alluding  to  the  ulti- 
mate triumph  of  true  religion  over  the  savage  force  of  persecu* 
tion  and  the  malice  of  hell ;  which  was  once  fulfilled  by  the 
conversion  of  the  empire  from  pagamsm  to  christianifyt  the  great 
event  celebrated  in  this  chapter  (Rev.  xii.}^  and  will  be  agaiU} 
by  its  conversion  irom  popery  to  the  gospel,  (Rev.  xviii.1 
.  To  tbi^  conquest  i(^  be  achieved  by  Christt  Jsaiah  (xxyii«  1 ,) 
ajludesy — *^  In  tha^t  day  the, Lord  with  his  iore  va^ great  and 
strong  sword  shall  punish  leviathan  the  piemng  s^rptnt  f  nes 
]«viajthan  that  crooked  serpent ;  aod  he  shall  day  ibt  dragon  timt 
4sio  the  SEA"«--H3r  which  sitteth  on  mai^  naders^  (Rev«.xvii« 
X&^yr-ox  rheth  up  out  of  the  sea,  (Rev*  xiii.  It)  as  St  John  exw 
presses  it.  The  dragon  is  therefore  an  enUeni  of  a  tyranno^ 
cai persecuAig,  enemy  ^  the  eburoh /  Mid»  w  ais^y  iaapplied  to 
fPNittOAiiit  ^sa«  li.  9»  Ezek.  xzix.  3,)  as  heie  to  the  pagan 
«mperovs.df  Rome  and  their  antxohristian  successors,  and  uUl- 
inately  to  Satan  himself. 
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^  firqin  it$  uicpea^cd  numbecs,  and  wealthy 
«od  influence*    •  The  ^Man  Child  abmt  to  he^ 
hrn^md  whiqh  the  pagan  drs^on  or  imperial, 
power  ^od  watchmg  to  destroy  immediately: 
upon  its  hipth^  repj^esents  Cqi>ri?TANTiNEy 
(the  £r^  christian  that^dned  to  the  purple,)^ 
9nd  the  dangers  he  providentially  surmounted^^ 
firotn  the  secret  amd  <^en  hostility  q£  the  pa^*, 
gfuaift:    or   my6tically:i  it  i$  emblematical   o£ 
Chdft^  now  aft  it  were  a^Gut  ta  be  horn  %v»% 
by  the  triumph  di  his  gospel  over  the  dei)U^ 
(ver.  9^)  iherdai  dr^?^  which  wat  the  los^ 
gatdrof  all  tl^  previous  perteeiinons  by  the 
pc^an^  2^nd  all  the  foUowii^  ones  instituted  by 
the  pap^l  power,  against  Christ  atid  hiB  afBict-, 
cd  aiemberfc     When,  by  this:  eveat  of  thiogSf 
the  pagan  persemting  dragon  was  cast  dowft 
frcto  the  throne  of  empire,  the  devil  was  also 
oast  o^t  (rf  his  strong  holds,,  the  ttmpks  <)f  th^ 
^TM^,  and  was  t^ice  subdued* 

Butlhou^  hia  power  was  checked  by  thia 
M^  his  oumty  w^  i^ot  excii^i^edi  but 
rather  increased  By  the  triumph  gI"  chriatialV' 
^ty.     And  he  soon  ifcfaewed  the  War  witl| 
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equal  success,  under  the  disguise  of  the  pon- 
tifical tiara,  and  the  pastoral  crozien      He 
could  not  prevent  the  birth  of  the  man  child, 
but  he  soon  rendered  it  a  change  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  real  interests  of  the  christian 
feith.     By  his  deceptive  suggestions,  a  papal 
or  anticbrhtian  red  dragon  became  now  the 
cruel  tormentor  of  the  church,  instead  of  its 
old  enemy,  the  heathen  persecutor.      And 
ihough  **  the  child  was  eauglit  up  unto  God, 
:md  to  his  throne,"  (ven  5,)  that  is  to  say, 
Christianity  became  tb^  imperial  religion,^  the 
next  thing  we  hear  of  (and  which  soon  folw 
lowed,)  is,  that  the  wanfan  herself^  or  the  pure, 
church  of  Christy  ^^fled  into  the  v^ildcrness^ 
where  she  hath  a  place  prepared  of  God,  that 
they  should  feed  l^er  tJftre  ^  thousand^  two, 
hundred^  and  three  score  daysy   which  is  the 
same  term,  assigned  to  the  two  witnesses^  and 
to  the  apostacy  itself.     This  is  therefore  pnly 
another  representation  of  the  persecuted  state 
eftrue  religion^  during  the  prevalence  of  po- 
pery.    Here  in  a  low  condition,  and  in  the 
silence  of  retirement,  the  faith  of  the  gospel  ia 
to  seek  for  safety,  and  be  iarefy  kept  alive  by 
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providential  support,  until  the  witnesses  have 
finished  their  testimony,  and  the  final  riun  of^ 
the  tyrant  is  to  be  hastened  on. 

!*  The  v^ar  in  beavtul^  rignifics  the  con- 
tinuance ofthe  $trui5gle  for  pqwef  in  thceowL 
{tire,  ^etweea  the  two  reli|^ofi$^  under  ihe 
q)nduc(  of  Mic ael,  (the  patron  Qf  tty^- 
church  in  every  age,*  and  .which  meansi 
Christ  him^If,)  pa  the  part  of  the  christi-, 
ans;  and  the  dragon,  or  chief  strength  of 
fia^nism  under  Julian  the  apostate  and 
other  tavprers  of  that  cause,  aided  by  the  sug-r 
gestions  and  malice  of  the  ^  old  a£KP£Nt,t 
called  the  DsYii*,  and  Satan,  which  de- 
cpiveth  the  vfho\t  {rormn J  ^woxld^^  by  se- 
ducing tlxeqi  to  ido^try,  Christianity  having 
thus  obtaine4  a  complete  victory  over  the 
l^eathen  idolatry,  and  the  devil,  who  presid?4 
qver  that  horrible  system  of  delusion,  being 
^t  once  ejected  froni  the  imperial  throne  and 
tjie  temples  of  the  ancient  Gods,  is  figur^- 

*  Dan,  X.  13 ;  xii.  1  ;  Jude  ix*  Rev.  xii.  7. 
^  Geia;  m.  Hi  Rev.  xx.  2 ;  John  viii\  44<« 
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tlvefy  represented  ^  hein^  caa  4mxm  ^  tJ^^ 
wrtb^  aad  filled  wkh  iiKxeased  activity  and- 
malice  against  masiliicidy  ^^  because  iie.  k0ow>, 
eth  that  he  hath  hxA  a  shc^  time."     Of  that 
Iht}^  hc^eWr,  tie  nudees  a^  dHigeoR:  use^  hj 
^Krtnng  hiis  tarci  amof^t  the  Mrheat^  wWfe  * 
men  how  slept**  in,  the  lap  of  ^e  and!  opth? 
}Mce,  toa  ha^IyixMiferred  upon  the  church 
by  die  zea)  df  Const  AN-fiNEi     And  the 
comequence  waa  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
ecTors  and  superstilionR  of  ^opbry,  asid  eve: 
]|ong  the  a{^»earance  of  the  man  of  sin  hiaw 
9d^    And  now  the  wily  dkagok  reigna 
agaih  ufi4er  another  name,  and  introdnoea 
fmce  mwe \{}b'^^ doctrines  (fdevUs^^  and  idol^ 
atry  of  every  description,  and  his  "  signs^  and  * 
h^ng  npondersy  and  aU  deceivalfieness  (f  tm'% 
rigbtewsnessr    And  for  tfeese,  he  causes  the 
blood  of  the  ser^g»ts  of  Jesua  to  $ow  again- 
iq  more  copious  sb^eams  than  hei^tofore,  and 
with  an  augmented  inveteracy  of  infernal  zcak 
For  **wben  Ae  DRAoaN  saw  that  he  was- 
cast  unto  the  earth,  he  persequtcd  the  woman, 
wbicb  broUgbt  fQr{b  the  man  cbild^ .  And  tile 
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^gdft  wiS  w^roth  v4l!i  the  -womjaiv  wd  weiit 
to  mdke  vf^t  wkh  ^i&^  reMnant  of  her  «eed, 

J^W4  ike  iestmofiy  of  Jem  Christ*^ 

The  expMSMdn  hefts  aaej)*edj  ^the'ltEl*^ 
KANT  of  her  seedj**-  b  ireriiarkalite;  and  intJ^ 
mates  that  the  objects  of^  M^  wfafh  were  bf * 
thi«  time  reduced  t6  a  ^rtiall  ntimbef,  of  faith-* 
fol  wunessts  ^  to  the  coirnnaftdmeHta  of  God, 
and  the  genuine  gospel  of  Chridt  The  ma- 
jority of  the  seed  of  the  woman^  that  is,  the 
church,  had  Ikttetx  in.  with  his  ne^w  inventions^ 
and  tsontribitted'  e*e*y  ond  his  shaf  e  to  the  re* 
buMng  of  hia  kiogdom  of  darkness*     ' 

Such  being  the  state  of  things,  the  fM^ophel 
proceeds  in  the  xiui  chap,  to  describe  the  rise 
of  the  ANTftKRiSctiAJN  BEAST,  the  succesi 
8or  of  the  pagan  dragon  in  the  ancient 
seat  of  empire.* 

•  ♦•  A  leastt  says  fcistiop' Newton,  iii  the  prophetic  stile,  is  a 
ty'ramncal  iMatfous  empire  ;  the  kitfgi!oih  of  CArist  is  x^erer  re- 
presented  under  the  image  pf  a  beast.      '      - 
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He  emerge  out  of  tbe  uH^  that  is^  ^iJ^b 
fbingled people^^"*^  of  "  nations^  and  peoples^  and 
kindreds^  and  tongues^^  of  which  the  prodigi- 
ous extent  of  the  romaa  empire  wa»  mack 
t4).t  And  his  seven  heads  and  ten  horns, 
&c«  shew  that  the  body  of  tbift  beast  is  essen-- 
^ly  the  very  same  as  that  of  the  pagan  dra« 
g^,  though  somewhat  changed  in  his  exte* 
rior/and  become  divers  from  his  pred^bssors 
by  this  disgui$e4  But  he  b  so  well  in  thtf 
interests  of  the  subtil  dragon  which  anciently 
^presided  there,  that  he  yields  up  to  him  "  his 
power y  and  bis  seat^  and  great  authority  1 ' 
The  pope  was  seated  on  the  throne,  of  the 
roman  emperorsj^  and  e^erci$ed  a  universal 
authority  over  the  same  countries,  in  spiritu-- 
als  pretendedly,  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
papal  influence  and  power,  at  which  the  em*» 
perors  themselves  trembled,  and  ^^  v>hicb  shook 

*  Jer,  XXV.  20  j  1.  37 ;  Ezek,  xxt.  5* 

f  Rey.  xiii,  7>  '^  aiid  power  was  giren  him  oyer  all  kin- 
dredSji  and  tongues,  and  nations/'  Rev*  xvii.  159  5*  Tbe  «mi« 
ten  when  the  whore  iU*etb,  are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  an4 
nations,  and  tongues^'* 

X  Dan.  yii.  23,  24. 
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Inngdoms,^^  would  brook  no  confroul.    ^^The 
crowns,  formerly  on  the  seven  heads  of  the 
beast,  and  which  were  the  symbols  of  so  many 
forms  of  government  of  genuine  roman  origin, 
or  otherwise  "  o/  the  seven,^^  (a  distinction  by 
^vhich  this  first  apocalyptic  beast  is  secured 
against  the  claims  of  all  false  pretenders,  by  a 
mlirk  which  cannot  be  counterfeited,)  are  here 
(Rev.  xii.  3, — and  xiii.  1,)  removed  from  the 
heads  and  placed  upon  the  horns.     This  in- 
dicates the  great  political  changes  which  had 
taken  place  whem  the  scene  of  this  vision  began. 
The  sovereign  power  had  departed  fromRome, 
symbolized  by  the  heads,  and  was  distribu- 
ted amongst  ten  independent  kingdoms  which 
had  arisen  out  of  its  weakness,  and  were  for- 
med of  the  body  of  the  beast.    These  crowned 
horns,  iarmerly  provinces  under  the  undivided 
imperial  power,  are  connected  in  a  new  spir-^ 
itual  confederation  with  the  western  empire 
under  its  last  head,  the  dominancy  of  the 
popes,  the  eighth  in  prder  of  succession,  but 
only  the  seventh  genuine  head.      These  have 
no  symbolical  reference  to  the  eastern  branch 
of  empire,  for  that  had  now  become  (by  a  prior 
partition  in  Constantine's  family,)  a  distinct 
second  beast,  symbolized  in  Daniel  by  the  two 
TOIi.  II,  & 
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leg&  of  the  image,  (Dan.  iu  33.)  as  the  ten  toes 
express,  the  Jhrther. division  which  endued. 
But  though  the  crowns  were  departed,  ^^  the 
KAME  QF  blasphemy"  stiU  remained  upon  the 
heads,  which  intimates  that  the  conversion  from 
paganism  to  Christianity,  had  been  only  that  of 
€t  beast y  having  cpnferred  little  spiritual  im- 
provement  upon  Rome,  for  she  continued  still 

*  immersed  in  deep  ignorance  of  God.,  and  the 
most  bls^sphemous  idols^try.* 

'^  Daniel  describes  it  as  ^^a  little  kdp^''  (xi.  34,)  which 
iMiTe  upon  the  face  of  it  the  marks  of  its  iusigaificancy,  and 
J900II  admitted  of  the  recurrence  of  persecutioii  again,  Mv^ 
Faber  sustain^  a  different  argomeot  upon  the  conversion  of 
the  empire  under  Cpustantine.  He  seems  to  think  ^Hhe  name 
of  blasphemy,'*'^  {a  token  by  which  St  John  himself  has  pre- 
viously 4etermined  this  question)  had  Jlown  away^  together 
with  the  crowns^  and  left  Rome  as  clean  washed  of  her  bes^ 
tial  qualities^  as  she  was  despoiled  of  her  regcd  power^  In 
short,  he  contends  that  the  beast  then  died^  or — ^*'was  not^'^'' — 
The  change  of  p^inciples^  he  conceives,  was  the  *'  wound  by 

*  a  sword^^''  which  the  beast  received  in  hi?  sixth  head  \  the 
flword  being  that  of  Christ,  and  it  effected  the  death  of  the  beast 
himself  which  is  a  circumstance  St.  John  had  not  told  ust 
But  when,  after  a  short  interval,  blasphemy — (which  as  Mr. 
F.  admits,  is  only  constmetive^  and  means  i(io^<r^,>-began  toi 
revive^  the  dead  beast  then  lived  again, — or  ^^ira«/^  But  ) 
consider  this  argument  as  wholly  untenable  for  several  reasons^ 

First,  it  contradicts  St.  John  twice  over,  for  he  says,  that 
fHhe  name  of  blasphemy  remained; — or  that  the  heads  (iden« 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


is  ^^J^^t  *■'•^^' 


ti&ed  with  the  beast  himself,  here  maoifestly),  were  sHUidoi 
utrousi  so  that  if  a  change  ofprincipke  be,  according  to  Mr, 
F. — J  eymbolical  life  or  deatk^  the  beast  did  not  die  at  this 
time,  nor  at  any  time  afterwards.  This  conversion  was  there-* 
fk>re  not  the  wawnd  St.  John  alluded  to,  by  which  the  sixth  of 
imperial  head  actually  fell ;  nor  was  the  sword  such  as  Mr, 
F.  conceives,  for  so  deadly  a  wound  by  that,  must  have  des-* 
toyed  idolatry.   - 

Secondly,  this  opinion  contradicts  St  John  again,  in 
supposing  the  death  of  the  beast  to  have  ensued,  when  it  was 
only  his  sixth  head  that  fell.  But  the  beast  had  ^^«et?en,**  of 
gemkine  roman  growth^  and  one  more  supposititious^  which 
served  as  a  connecting  link  between  the  imperial  head  and 
the  papa/,  both  ^^0/  the  sevenJ**  The  beast  therefore  dfd  not 
die^  but  sujBered  a  great  revolution  of  his  heads,  being  what 
St.  Paul  meant  by  the  removal  of  the  r*  mrix^^t  before  whose 
feill,  the  man  of  sin  could  not  be  set  up.  The  chc^nge  meant 
by  St.  John  was  therefore  a  political  one^  affecting  the  govi 
emment  of  Rome,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  principles  or 
religion.  The  change  in  that  respect  is  the  subject  of  another 
separate  vision,  in  which  thp  sword  of  Michael,  the  symbol  of 
Christ,  achieves  a  victory  (a  partial  one  indeed  at  that  time,) 
over  the  pagan  dragon,  by  which  he  was  expelled,  ostensibly, 
from  the  throne  and  the  altars^  but  perpetuated  his  war  nevo 
ertheless  under  a  different  name  and  better  auspices.  The 
sword  was  that  of  OooicXR,  and  the  gothic  ride,  of  short 
continuance,  (ending  with  Jnstinian^s  re-conquest  of  Rome, 
and  the  capture  of  Yitiges,)  was  the  seventh  kingdorn^  (Rev^ 
xvii.  10.)  but  was  not  "  of  the  seven^^^  any  more  thatt 
BuoNAPARTE^S  kingdom  of  Rome  has  been  since.  Both  of 
these  were  tyrannies /orei^n  to  Rome^  and  to  her  wishes,  and 

£  2 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


26 

iotert all.  Thty  heM  her  in  a  state  of  wismlagej  obtaiaed  by 
the  sward  of  conquest,  aad  maiotaiaed  by  force,  destructive  to 
Rome,  and  not  cberishiDg,  lil^e  a  true  head  of  the  heasVs  oum 
neck.  The  ancient  stile  was  dropt  in  both  cases,  and  a  new' 
one  adopted,  the  native  government  pat  down  and  expelled 
from  Rome,  and  the  seat  of  government  set  up  in  another 
place ;  at  Ravenna,  by  the  Goth  ;  at  Paris,  by  the  Gaul, 
During  this  short  interval,  Rome  (like  her  beast,)  was  in  a 
languishing  conditimi  of  political  obscurity  and  neglect,  yet 
not  symbolically  dead,  because  one  head  mofe,  and  a  true  one^ 
iemained«  St^l  an  eighth  powes  was  to  rule  at  Rome,  in 
greater  vigour  than  before,  being  *^of  the  seven,'*  and  posses* 
sing  all  the  necessary  characterbtics  of  ''seven  heads  and  ten 
horns,'*'*  which  after  the  fall  of  the  popedom,  in  1808,  no  power 
on  earth  can  any  more  exhibit.  In  this  very  manner^  the  pope 
was  set  up  by  Justinian,  as  '^  head  over  the  church,  the  judge 
of  all,  himself  amenable  to  no  human  judgement ; — in  fact 
an  antichrist,  or  usurper  of  Cbrisf  s  divine  rights  and  titles^ 
(Dan.  viii.  25,^3  Thess.  ii.  4.) 

R.  Fleming,  Mr.  Mann,  and  most  others,  admit  thb  period 
to  be  the  foundation  of  the  papal  power.  It  is  ceHainly  now 
proved  to  have  been  the  true  elate  of  the  1260  ifears,  and  it  is 
probable,  from  the  very  authorities  of  Gibbon  jand  Machiavel, 
*  which  Mr.  Faber  (Dissert,  vol.  i.  p.  226— J  quotes,  that  the 
pope  now  exercised  a  considerable  share  of  temporal  jurisdic" 
Hon,  as  a  budding  little  horn  of  Rome.  But  this  is  not  very 
tnaterial,  as  the  prophecies  do  not  always  refer  to  actviai 
realities,  but  oftep  to  imaginable  subsistences,  the  claims  and 
pretensions  of  Antichrist,  being  most  of  them  ideal,  fa^e  and 
wicked,  yet  not  the  less  the  objects  of  prophecy  for  that.  The 
popes  claimed  the  possession  of  temporal  sovereignty  overRome^ 
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from  the  grant  of  Coastantine^  (see  Season  and  7Vm«,)  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  1260  yean  they  were  actually  u 
possession  of  temporal  power,,  which  is  sufficient  to  a  symbol- 
leal  character.  It  needs  not  to- "  run  upon  atl  fours ^^"^  as  Mr. 
Bicheno  says;  even  the  ten  honur  were  not  always  ten.  What 
it  has  notoriously  heen^  that  it  may  6e  symbolically  called. 

The  sueicession  to  this  dominancy  at  Rome,  by  the  popes^ 
effected  a  compleat  re^nimation  of  the  languishing  beast, 
and  was  accompanied  by  all  that  wonder  and  superstitious 
veneration  from  the  roman  world,  which  St.  John  describes^ 
Rev.  xfii.  3,  4,  and'xvii.  10,  11. — But  any  succession  there 
now,  xj^der  the  altered  circumstances  of  Rome,  can  never 
more  effect  a  re-animation  of  the  beast  of  the  sea,  which  wa» 
0lain,  and  his  body  given  to  the  burning  jiame  of  revolution^ 
ary  torture;  which  St.  John  calls  his  perdition — and  Daniel 
irii.  11,  20,  assures  us  that  it  shall  continue  even  to  the  time 
of  the  end,  when  a  more  fearful  perdition  will  overtake  the 
modem  apostacy.    Rev.  xix,  20. 

Thirdly,  the  symbolical  life  or  death  of  a  beast,  relates  to 
political  revolutions,  not  to  principles,  and  those  of  no  or* 
din^ry  significancy  in  the  eye  of  prophecy,  and  by  which  some 
grand  and  ultimate  catastrophe  i»  produced. '  The  seven  heads 
are  all  now  fallen,  but  the  fall  of  one  of  them  only  was^  of 
sufficient  cbnsequencer  to  effect  the  death  of  the  beast^  or  a 
total  translation  of  the  domination  meant  from  the  beast 
defftnet  to  another  then  rising  to  power,  and  whose  character 
and  exploits  are  of  a  different  description,  and  belong  to  other 
times.  The  same  history,  that  of  the  seven  viali,  or  third 
woe,  includes  the  reign  of  the  beast  of  the  abyss,  and  the 
perdition  of  the  beast  of  the  sea,  or  the  particulars  to  be 
understood  by  the  action  <rf  the  burning  flame  upon  hi0  prof; 
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The  tKj«e*  of  ehafftcfer 
By  ivhich  St.  John'i^  bestial  system  of 
Borne  for  the  1260  years  is  distinguished^ 

irtiiehodf.  Thai  prmctptes  tlierefoie  do  not  constitiite 
syiab&lieal  life  of  beasts  and  koritg,  a»  we  bave  aeen  once 
before  ia  the  Roman  revolation  of  A.  D.  476--^,  nowe  ieeibm 
same  proved  again  in  Ike  Freneb  revolution  of  1789,  whichi^ 
in  its  progress,  has  effected  the  deaih  of  the  beast^  bat  hift 
principles  remain  as  mnch.  alive  as  ever,  and  still  betray  daOjE 
their  incurable  inveteracy^  and  a  dangerous  thirat  of  power* 
Principles  are  represented  by  other  symbols  more  expressive 
of  their  nature  and  tendency,  their  origin  and  ^teU.  H. 
good,  ^^  a  sea  of.  glass  mingled  with  fire — and  fire  itself  is*. 
s^uing  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  two  prophets^  has  been  thought 
by  St«  John  the  fittest  emblem  to  represent  them*  If  bad^ 
tliey  are  symbolized  by  smoke  issuing  out  of  the  botiomlesa 
prqfitndity  of  error  cmd  crim^  at  two  particular  peiiods^  both 
oiuronologically  ftxed  by  the  context,  im^  eircungtotftnees  of  the 
cone.  Or  under  a  chai^ge  of  cireumstaDces,  are  equally  well 
rlspresented  by  three,  e^il  spirits  likefirogs^  whieb  istuj^^i^  oC 
the  months  of  the  thie^  bestlul  cbl^raeters  of  chief  notociety: 
aufi  power  in  their  day;  But  quite  contranwiset  symkoUeak 
lifj^  tefetl  ten  powers  hfnUe  andakminancy^^  which  in  the  ease 
of  tlM  Httk  h&mr  wA  the  image  &fthe  beasts  was  of  a  mist 
uatee,  ^rasrbiniug  the  powers  of  mii^ersal  episeofHey  y$nAs 
tiioiie  of  sieeular  biit  liimied  dominmtg*  tnaikstaa  by  hie 
$tttte  miraelesr  tbns  ^dued  the  lifeless  imoige  with  ^ritaUty^ 
tkat  it  should  both  ordain  perse^ticmby  laws,  and  aeti¥df 
inll^l  it  by  its  power* 
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«»  the  same  as  tbctae  c£'1^2ifiid^t  little  iiQi;0,f 
and  St  Paul's  man  gof  8tn4  sBkspkemms 
njuirds  and  atttmt^  fake  fmraflnji  to  d^cpHTj? 
the  world,  and  establish  a  universal  spiritual 
empire  upon  the  credulity  and  superstition  of 
mankind  j  and  where  the  arts  of  deception 
fail,  cruelty  aqd  p^rucutmn  9X^  icaUad  ifli  tp 
his  md  in  the  impious  war.  To  these  ifidica^ 
tions  to  be  met.  with  in  all  the  prophets,  as 
has  been  already  sbewa,  St  Joha  hdri^  .a4d$ 
two  addidbnal  ones  of  his  own ;  A  NT7MB£i^ 
so  curiously  adjusted,  that  the  numerical  let^ 
ters  of  which  it  is  inatje  »p-,  fihfiiJi  forpi  a 
name  for  the  beast  aod  his  image,  job:  the 
apostacy  and  man  of  sin,  which  cannot  be 
applied  to  any  other:  ^nd  A  mark,  the 
badge^of  his  party,  and  a  universal  token  of 
his  idolatry  and  apostacy  from  Christ,  the  re-* 
/t:eption  of  which  is,  of  course,  a  law  of  his 
reli^pn  that  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  ^  He 
causetibi  all,  hoth  amaU  and  great,  rich  and 
poor,  free  and  bond,  to  receive  a  mark  /to 

t  Dan,  vii,  7,  8,  23,  24,  &c  viii.  23,  &c.  xi.  36,  &c. 
t  2The9S.H*  4s  1  Tu9.iy.  3;  J6ai,siv,  1.3t 
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their  right  band^  er  in  thar  forthtads:  and 
that  no  man  m^ht  buy  or  8eU»  save  he  that 
bad  the  mairk^  or  the  name  of  the  beast,  or 

*  ^  The  MAftK  OF  THB  BBAtT  IB  the  ibiehead  Bod  right 
himd^^  8By8  Newton,  '*  is  an  allonon  to  a  custom  amongst  the 
andent%  so  to  mark  tltir  daves.  And  they  who  were  parti* 
ciibily  defoted  to  the  worship  of  any  one  god  more  than  any  of 
the  d(VX)0  others  in  general  request*  had  some  hibboolt- 
FHic  of  the  god  impressed  upon  their  bodies.** 

But  this  MABK  or  thb  bbast  is  here  evidently,  I  think* 
designed  fay  the  ^rit  of  prophecy,  to  denote  some  striking 
peculiarity  in  the  iddatry  of  the  papalians^  by  which  theee 
wmami  ciruiimi  should  be  distinguished  from  the  real  worship- 
pers of  Cbrist«»— And  it  is  doubtless  an  idolatrous  mark* 
the  recep^n  of  it  being  threatened  wkh  the  utmost  severity 
of  God'b  judgments.  (Rev.  xiv.  10.) 

Thi  abuse  of  tie  tign  of  the  erou,  in  the  superstition  of  po« 
pery,  is  exactly  such  a  mark,  for  thb  cross  is  an  ipol  of 
principal  rank  in  the  kingdom  of  the  bbast,  and  is  worship- 
ped wih  foani^  rf  tie  Ugbeii  Und,  and  which  is  peculiar  to 
God  himself*  **  Eit  de  $de  eaitholica  credere  alicem  Chriat(» 
idiasque*  m  omni  materia  adonindas  esse  cultu  Latriae/'— -Seve* 
ritius  Chronobg.  Lugdunens.  pt.  3.-—*'  It  is  an  article  of  the 
catholic  faith,  that  the  cross  of  Christ,  spd  other  crosses,  of 
wbjatsoever  materials  made,  are  to  be  adored  with  the  worship 
}i«treia/'r— And  the  same  i^  their  common  doctrine, — **  ass^r* 
imus  cum  sententia  communiori,  et  m  scholis  magis  trita, 
crucem  colendam  esse  Latreia,  id  est  ctdta  <£fwio.''-*Johannes 
Turreoremata*  &  Gretaer,  lib.  i.  ch.  46.  **  We  do  asseit, 
^ppording  to  the  most  received  and  approved  doctrine  of  t^^ 
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the  number  of  his  name.     Here  is  wlsdonu 
Let  him  that  hath  uaderstanding  count  the 

schools,  that  the  cros?  it  to  be  worshipped  with  Latreia,  or 
divine  worship.**  An.I  he  even  adds,—"  the  same  honoris  to 
be  paid  to  the  image  of  the  cross,  or  even  to  the  sign  of  the  cross ^ 
as  is  due  to  the  real  cross.** 

The  arguments  brought  by  Bellarmine  to  justify  the  prac- 
tice of  crossing  themselves,  are  uftworthy  thrf  learning  and  talentd 
of  that  great  prelate.   Jacob  blessing  his  sons  with  hands  cross- 
ing each  other,  (Exod.  xii.  7,)  ^*  cancellatis  manibus,'*  being 
so  directed  by  the  spirit  of  Cod.^that  the  younger  might  receive 
the  right  hand  blessing :  and  God's  commanding  the  prophet 
to  set  a  rn^ri  upon  the  meu  that  hcKl.  not  dionfid  with  the  rest, 
but  **  wept  for  the  abominations"  &p,  (£eek«  ix.  4.)     What 
is  all  this,  to  a  silly  papi&t  cnusitug  himttlfto  keep  ^e  devil  off, 
— rto  make  him  lucky  in  hia  bu^f^-^to  preeenre  him  firom 
^n, — guaT4  him  from  danger,  ^^  -^which  th^  do,  a  hualred 
times. a  day,  and  that  on  the  fortbcdd  and  ng^  hand,  'See. 
And  to  interpret  GbI.  vi«  14,  "  God  ibrbid  that  I  iiiovld 
glory  sftte.in  the  cnosa  fii  ChiiBt/'-**^. be  .meant  of  «  ntMerial 
cross,  w  tie  j^n  or  mark  of  it,  wjiich  is  evidently  intended  of 
the  death  of  Christ  as  effecting  our  rede^iption,  is  a  perversion 
of  scripture  worthy  o(  ^^fff.^^H'ut.  of  Po^ry,  toL  i.  p.  205. 
.    In  the  Hor^.beti^aB  Vi^nis,  «e$ordii^  to  the  use  of  the 
cbnreli  of  $armn,  .b  this  devout  prayer  lo  the  cross,*-^^^  Dr«i 
Uver  QM^  K.  thy  strvMs\t,Sxm&^  deviliab  deceits,  and  the  worst 
thoughts  that  abide  in  me.'*     And  in  the  Bft^kriAR,  rom,  vol 
dominion  p^icHi.: , in  the  set?rice',&}r  P«aai<m  Sunday  is  this 
hymu :  ,  i  • 

VOL.  II.  F 
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number  of  the  beast :  for  it  is  the  number  of 
a  man  ;  and  his  number  is  666/'* 

O  crux,  aye  apes  onica, 
Hocvpassioflis  tempore* 
*        J^VLge  piis  jttstitianii 
Reisque  dona  yeniam. 

O  cross !  our  only  hope,  sfl  hail. 

Now  on  this  Passion  Day* 
Make  good  men's  goodness  more  prevail^ 
Take  sinners'  guilt  away. 

Man  ofSiftt  b«  ii-  p«  50* 
*  **  The  ttumiir  of  a  man,"  or  such  a  manner  of  numbering  aa 
"Was  at  that  time  much  in  U8e»  to  form  mystical  names  of  nu- 
meral letters.  Sereral  names  have  been  produced  which  make 
up  the  number  666,  but  Ms  must  express  the  thing  meanPf  as 
well  as  the  numier,  for  it  is  a  name  by  whidi  the  beast  should 
be  commonly  called.  That  it  must  also  be  a  greek  name^  is 
very  naturally  to  be  supposed,  as  St  John  wrote  in  greek,  and 
to  greek  chmtbes*  Besides,  that  there  is  no  other  language 
but  the  greek  and  hebrew>  in  which  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
are  used  for  numeral  figures* 

Jrena^s,  about  180  years  after  Christ,  proposed  the  wdrd 
Lateinos,  as  being  by  him  received  ^^frorn  them  that  hadte^ 
the  Lord,"  and  probably  connected  with  the  tradition  that  iht 
latin  empire  was  the  <mtting  ohitrveHmh  which  with-held  the 
Coming  of  Antichrist* 

The  western  churches  of  Italy,  France,  Spain,  to«  weits 
under  the  roman  patriarchat«t  and  were  always  by  the  greeks 
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called  **  LATiHS*''  Wbea  they  saw  a  Frank  or  a  Gennsm, 
the  question  wag,  u^  >,»tuu9-  ;  are  yott  of  the  latin  church  .^— 
The  subscription  of  their  bishops  to  general  councilsi  am  call* 
ed  Vthe  subscription  of  the  i^atin  FATHEas/'  So  that  at 
the  time  when  the  pope  became  the  subject  of  this  prophecy^ 
they  weie  commonly  called  latins  ;  and  **tbe  latin  church"' 
was  then  as  usual  as  now  **  the  ch^ch  tfRoMM^ ii»  *^  They 
latinize  in  every  thing.  Mass^-prayers-^ymns-s-^Utanies-— 
oanons-— decretals — ^bulls,  are  all  in  latin.     The  ps^l  coun- 

dla  speak  latin,  and  even  women  pray  m  latin  i" Mooi^'s 

XOystery  of  iniquifey.  ^ 

The  objection  that  may  be  made  to  th^  spelling  of  the 
wtord  with  a  diphthong,  is  of  no  consequence,  as  it  is  well 
known  that  the  greeks  wrote  i<  where  the  latins  have  an  i,  as 
N«r^>*E9r«^»i,  Nilus,  Epirus,  and  the  latins  themselves  an- 
ciently so  wrote. 

Quorum  vlrtutei  bellei  fortuna  perperdt. 

£nnius,  Ub,  vi.  26. 
Or  if  a  hebrew  word  seems  more  proper,  there  is  such  an 
pne,  n^^yi — Romiith,  Romana,  in  the  feminine,  to  agree 
with  il13  vQ — Melacoth,  kingdom,  or  with  beast. 

Netuton,  vol.  iii,  p.  248. 
A  —     30  ^ 

A  —       1 

T  ^  300  -»  —  200 

E—      5  T  —      6 

I    —     10  jg  ^    40 

N  ~    50  v_    30 

0—70  ^  —    10 

5—200  j-|  _  400 

666  AATEINOs  "eSs" 
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^  The  Yttlgftt  ktin  k  enjoined  by  the  council  of  Ttent,  la. 
be  used  as  the  only  authentic  version  of  the  scriptures ;  and 
though  ^ceediftgly  corrupt,  it  is  by  the  church  of  Ronle  pre- 
ferred to  the  hebrew  and  greek  texts  themselresy  in  which  the 
scriptures  were  written.  Thus  the  pope  has  communicated 
his  owii  language  to  the  natioos  under  his  yoke^  as  the  mark 
and  character  Sf  las  enrpire.''— ^Newton  on  the  Prophecies* 

<♦  Mr  Pyk  asserts,  with  great  truth/'  says  Newtcn,  that 
^  no  other  word»  in  any  language  whatever,  can  be  found  ta 
expiess  both  the  sami  numbiTf  and  the  same  thmg*  And  the 
fatal  coincidence  in  both  names,  and  in  hotb  kmguageSf  is  very 
extraordinary/'  It  was  in  the  year  666  tltat  pope  Vitali- 
ANUs  composed  the  latin  service^  which  he  enforced  s^  ah 
nationsf  that  according  to  the  prophecy^  the  corrupt  church 
(or  beast)  should  speak  the  language  of  the  diagon.  Rer. 
xiii.  1 1,  and  Isai  xxviii.  1 1,  had  said — "  with  sitammeriog  lips, 
and  another  tongue  will  he  speak  to  this  people*/* 
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SECTION  XX; 


The  superstitious  abuse  of  religious  signs  no 
reason  against  the  sober  use  of  them. — The 
witnesses  themselves  are  distinguished  by  a 
mystical  name. — The  gospel  brought  out  of 
popish  darkness  at  the  reformation^  appears 
like  a  Revelation  newly  made. — Wiczliff 
the  first  angel  that  appears  in  the  ecslesias" 
tical  heaven  proclaiming  it : — Luther  and 
bis  followers  J  the  second  and  third  angels. — 
Luther  dissolves  the  enchanted  spell  of  a 
PURGATORY. — The  HARVEST  and  vintage 
appointed  to  mystic  Babylon^ 

After  this  genealogy  (as  it  were)  of  An- 
tichrist, and  description  of  his  power  and 
greatness,  the  prophet  (in  the  xiv.  chap.)  re- 
verts to  the  afflicted  church  of  pure  worship- 
pers, and  gives  us  as  close  and  particular  an 
account  of  their  character  and  actionis,  as  he 
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has  before  done  of  their  tyrant  and  destroyer, 
and  his  proceedings.  These  have  also  A 
KAME  written  in  their  foreheads,  but  it  is 
Goifs  own  name^  and  is  a  distinguishing  to* 
ken  of  their  fidelity  to  him,  as  the  name  and 
mark  of  the  beast  imprest  upon  his  adherents, 
U  designed  to  denote  the  contrary,* 

They  are  standing  with  the  Lamb  of  God 
on  t^e  Mount  3ion,  or  true  foundation  of 

*  It  seems  as  if  this  circumstance  had  been  particularly  de- 
signed to  obviate  the  ahrms  of  some  mistaken  christians^  upoa 
account  of  she  sign  of  the  cross  In  baptism*  The  difference  be- 
tween the  use  and  the  abuse  of  the  same  tliinj^>  is  obvious  iu  aD 
things,  as  well  as  in  religion.  The  cross^  in  the  popish  system, 
is  an  idol ;  and  has  its  holiday  and  idolatrous  worship  in  com^ 
mon  with  the  rabUe  of  their  mahuzzim.  Andf  aa  St  John 
b^s  just  s^bove  shewn  it  would  be^  so  it  actually  is  used  as  an 
amulet  and  cbarm»  and  ths^t  with  a  superstitious  frequency,  and 
idolatrous  mtention  and  meaning,  and  by  the  ordinance  of  the 
beastf  as  his  marL  But  ai  the  same  sign  is  innocently  applied 
in  protestsuit  christian  baptism  but  once^  without  any  reverence 
meant  to  the  cross  itself ^  but  in  memorial  of  Chrises  suSEeijingSji 
and  as  an  outward  token  of  oiv*  dedication  to  the  faith  of  the 
true  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  the  name  then  writ* 
ten  in  ^ur  foreheads,  it  seems  to  be  not  only  unexceptionabfe, 
byt  indeed  the  very  thing  hereby  St  John  contrasted  with. 
tl^  {dolafrous  abuse  of  it  by  the  beast  and  his  worshippers^ 
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tfec  true  temple  or  church  of  God,  which  is 
further  intimated  by  their  number,  formed  of 
twelve  multiplied  by  twelve,  or  *^  the  apostka 
and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
chief  corner  stone."     And  they  are  mutually 
giving  and  receiving  edtfiouion  from  the  dilif- 
gcnt  and  pious  searching  of  the  scriptures,  de- 
$pised  and  put  down  by  their  adversaries,  but 
recovered  and  carefully  preserved  by  them. 
This  is  intiniated  by  the  new  song^  called  after- 
wards (Rev.  XV,  3)  the  song  of  Moses  and  the 
iMtnby  which  they  are  singing  to  the  glory  of 
the  true  Ood;  which  none  of  the  opposite 
party  are  able  to  leard,  because  of  the  pains 
taken  to  conceal  it  from  them,  and  to  make  it 
appear  odious,  and  full  of  danger  to  the  souls 
of  .true  cathoUcs ;  and  also  by  reason  of  the 
strong  delusion  sent  in  judgment  upon  such 
irrational  and  wicked  bigotry,  and  unpardon- 
able ignorance.     It  is  "  as  it  were^  a  new 
^ong :"  which  strongly  expresses  the  general 
ignorance  on  which  the  foundations  of  po- 
pery had  been  laid,  and  the  the  new  world 
which  opened  upon  Qiankind,  in  respect  of 
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litigious  ideas,  at  the  reformation,  to  whkll; 
period'  this  scene  piiacipaily  refers,^ 

The  purity^  which  (in  the.  figur^ve  Ian;* 
guage  of  propht^cy)  is  here  ascribed  to  the 
Hfcnneray  or  followers  of  the  Lamb^  inii-> 
mates  theit  entire  exemption  from  the  idolaf- 
trous  taint  of  of  popery ;  idolatry  being  called 
a  spiritual  wb^red^m  and  adultery*.  And  thia 
characteristic  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  boiti 
the  practical  impiety^  and  **  sphitaal  wicked'^ 
mss  in  bigb  plmes^^\  so  justly,  ctaxged  upoa 
their  persectitors.:  For  a  state  of  persecntion 
has  bwn  ever  most  favorable  to  virtue  and 
reKglon.  These  are  the  Jint  fruits  of  the  re- 
formation, and  the  symptoms  of  the  ripening 
harvest  that  was  soon  to.  follow.     The  aftgei 

♦  Burnet  (Hist,  of  RefoTmation)  says  that  the  novelty  of 
the  scriptures,  of  which  So  little  hael  beeii  gienerally  known,  as 
weH  as  the  new  and  tnUr€siing*%te*ws  of  reUgion  themft  laid 
open,  drew  va$t  crowds  to  hear  them  read  with  the  gnefttett 
avidity,  when  Henry  VIII.  (in  the  progress  of  his  reforma- 
tion,) had  chained  a  translation  of  the  Bible  to  the  reading 
desk,'  with  permission  to  any  that  ivere  abk  to  read  therein. 

t  Ephes.  vi.  12. 
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il^ng  in  the  midst  of  heaven^  (which  here 
represents  the  church  in  its  state  of  corrupt 
tion,)  and  proclaiming  "  the  everlasting  gos- 
|)el  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue^ 
and  people,"  is  by  some  thought  to  allude  to 
John  WicklifF,  rector  of  Lutterworth,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  about  the  year  1371^ 
A  very  learned  and  pious  man,  who  tran- 
slated the  whole  Bible  into  the  vulgar  tongue^ 
and  by  his  doctrines  laid  the  foutiddtion  of 
the  refotmation,  which  became  general  about 
150  years  after  his  time.  He  had  the  good 
fortune  to  die  in  peace,  but  had  made  so 
many  discijples,  not  only  in  England,  but  in 
Germany  and  other  countries,  that  by  the 
COUNCIL  OF  Constance,  41  years  after 
his  death,  an  Order  was  made  to  have  his 
bones  taken  up  and  burnt. 

When  Wickliflf  appeared,  the  christiail 
world  was  *'  sitting  in  darkneSs  and  the  sha- 
dow of  death,"*   but  his  preaching  of  the 

*  WicklifF  wa8  not  the  first  that  had  ptxjtested  against  the 
crix>r8  Jind  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome.     The  <vhnesses 
of  Jesus  had  at  no  time  been  totally  stleqtn     The  albigkn^es. 
VOL.  II.  (G 
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everlasting  go^>el  had  made  audi  an  impress 
akm,  that  the  efiect^of  it  reached  down  to  the 
days  of  Luther;  and  his  writings  were  of  pro* 
digious  service  to  the  reformation  hegaa  by 
Luther,  in  consequence  of  his  quarrel  with 
pope  Leo  X^  in  15 17,  about  the  scandalow 
sale  of  indulgencies.^ 

were  verj  ancient  in  their  tct timoof  and  protest*  and  several  of 
the  popish  prelates  themselves,  particularly  Robbrt  Grost- 
HEAD«  bishop  of  Lincoln^  had  openly  pronounced  the  pope  to 
be  Antichrist.  Abelard,  Bertrami  and  others,  had  written 
against  the  errors  of  the  sacrament  |— Occham,  and  Marsi£us« 
of  the  pope's  usurpations  and  encroachments ;— Guido  de  S«^ 
Amore,  and  Armachanus,  had  pointed  out  the  abuses  of  tho 
monks  in  upholding  the  papal  authority* 

**  Wickliff  asserted  the  one  true  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  op* 
jposed  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass,  transubstantiatios,  the  adora^ 
tion  of  the  host,  the  seven  sacraiments,  purgatory,  prayers  fot 
the  dead,  the  worship  of  saints,  and  images,  &c« — He  was  fa» 
vored  by  the  princes,  the  people,  the  university  of  Oxford,  and 
even  many  of  the  clergy  themselves." — Newton,  vol.  iii.  p.  185. 
Hiat.  of  Popery,  vol.  iv.  p.  1« 

*  In  Bohemia  John  Utlss,  and  Jerome  of  Prague,  having 
teceived  WicklifF^s  books,  advanced  and  propagated  the  same 
doctrines, — for  which  they  were  both  condemned  to  the  flame% 
contrary  to  all  faith,  and  the  solemn  engagement  of  a  safe  eondntt. 
«-Tlie  COUNCIL  OF  Constance  having  dettttnined  that  <*  h9 
I  ^oi  to  be  kept  with  heretta*^ 
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Luther  himself  may  piobaUy  be!  the  second 
aagel,  as  there  are  three  mentioned,  which  fol- 
lowed each  other  at  intervals :  and  the  dbarp 
and  camtic  stile  of  Luther's  writings  against 
the  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome,  seem 
well  Co  cori^espond  with  the  preaching  of  the 
second  angd.^  For  as  the  first  had  cmly  in 
more  general  and  mild  terms  detected  the 
corruptions  of  christian  £uth  and  practice  in 
the  church,  and  republished  the  gospel  sa  long 
and  totally  withdrawn  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  peopk ;  calling  upon  mankind  to  search 
ihe  scriptures,  the  only  fountains  of  living 
waters,  and  to  turn  from  the  heathenish  ser^ 
vice  of  the  creature^  to  the  worship  of  the 
Creator  himself,  sq  the  second  angel  advanced 

*  The  severity  of  Lutker*s  language  was  extreme*  His 
sharp  reply  to  our  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  defence  of  the popub 
faUbf  could  never  afterwards  be  forgiven,  though  he  made 
great  apologies.  In  one  place  he  has  these  words  : — '*  P&pa 
ille  est  Antichristusi  cum  sit  spectoK^  procuraior  diaholi :  nou 
solum  simplex  ilia  persona,  eed  multitt^o  paparum,  &€.'' 
*«  The  pope  is  Antichrist  himself,  and  the  special  factor  of  the 
demU  I  mean  not  one  individual  pope,  but  the  mob  of  popes, 
.  cardinals,  bishops,  and  the  hierarchy  all  in  all,  make  up  th« 
compound  and  monstrous  body  of  Antichrist*" 

e  2 
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with  a  loud  tone  and  a  fierce  denunciation  of 
impending  wratby  suitable  to  the  real  characr» 
ter  of  the  man.^  He  makes  no  scrapie  to 
proclaim  that  Antichrist  is  comcy  and  thai 
Rome  is  the  whore  of  Babylon ^  which  hath 
made  the  nations  mad  with  the  poisonous 
cup  of  the  wine  of  her  formications,  f  That 
the  judgments  of  God  upon  her  for  her  per* 
version  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  hec 
notorious  idolatry,  are  now  at  hand^  and  that 
she  is  virtually  yZi/Zw  a/r^a^3^ ;  her  irrevocable 
doom  is  pronounced,  and  her  final  destrac^ 
tion,  by  a  second  fally  pertain  to  tdce  place  in 
its  due  season. 

The  third  angel  augments  the  loudness  of 
his  warning,  in  proportion  to  the  delay  of 
mankind  to  come  out  of  the  spiritual  Sodom. 
He  delivers  the  most  thundering  message,  and 
urges  them^  by  the  most  alarming  cautions,  to 

*  Luther  denounced  to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  the  calami* 
ties  that  were  about  to  come  upon  Germany  in  consequence 
<if  his  persecution  of  the  reformers.  He  proved  the  popish^ 
Biass  to  bc/»//  ofbkuphemies — Bohun's  Sleidan,  p.  43, 54, 65^ 

f  JRev.  xiv.  8 ;  Jer.  li.  7-  > 
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&e  fit)m  the  impending  wrath.  She^ng  nol} 
only  the  certainty  of  their  punishment,  who 
shall  sdll  persist  in  the  worship  of  the  beast, 
and  the  recdiring  of  his  mark,  but  desetibing 
also  (in  the  figurative  stile  of  the  ancient  pro«» 
phets,  and  agreably  to  their  former  prophe* 
cies,)  the  nature  of  itj  and  the  manner  of  its 
accomplisbmenU^^f^^  They  shall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is  poured 
out  without  mixture,  into  the  cup  of  his  in- 
dignation; and  shall  he  tormented  with  fire 
and  brimstone,  in  the  presence  of  the  holy  an^ 
gels^  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb.  And 
the  smoke  of  their  torment  ascendeth  up  for 
ever  and  ever  j  and  they  have  no  fest^  day 
nor  night,  who  worship  the  beast  and  his 
image,  and  whosoever  receiveth  the  mark  of 
his  name.- — ^Tbat  is,  (dives^ted  of  the  figura- 
tive,) they  shall  be  given  up  for  an  easy  prey 
to  the  cruel  and  tormenting  scourge  raised  up 
of  God  for  their  punishment : — ^and  it  shall 
be  executed  upon  them  in  a  visible  and 
notorious  manner,  "  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  and  of  the  Lamb ;"  or  in  the  public 
flight  and  observation  of  the  whole  christian 
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world  looking  oq»  hut  not  interfering^  or  not 
having  power  to  prevent  their  sufferings. 
And  it  shall  allow  them  no  respite^  nor  bxlj 
season  when  they  can  dean  themselves  se- 
cure from  robbery  and  the  sword  It  were 
well  if  Ac  vengeance  which  their  crimea  have 
provoked  were  satiated  even  bere«  But  the 
final  catastrophe  that  still  awaits  them,  b  still 
more  tremendously  terrible :— "  They  shall 
be  tormented  nmtb  fire  and  brimstone^^  and 
still  ^  in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb  and  bis  ann 
geisy^  or  in  the  sight  of  the  true  church  and 
witnesses  of  Christ  |  God  being  willing  that 
his  justice  shall  receive  as  public  a  vindication 
M  his  mercy  and  truth  have  met  with  a  pul>^ 
lie  contempt.  ^^^  for  Tovuet  is  ordained (f 
oldy  and  the  breath  of  the  Ijord,  like  a  stream 
of  brimstone^  shall  kindle  it'*  ^  And  the 
smoke  of  their  torment  ascendetb  up  for  ever 
and  ^v^r."— The  volcanic  fire,  the  memorial 
of  their  excessive  wickedness,  shall  never  b^ 
extinguished,  even  to  the  end  6f  the  world. 

But  before  this  auto  DA  fe  of  God*s  iNi 
QUisiTiON  takes  place,  the  afflicted  church 
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Im  to  pass  tliroi^Ii  a  long  course  o£  wtett 
trial  of  their  faith  and  patience^  by  t1»  iti^ 
creased  exertions  of  the  be^  to  suppress '^(by 
the  terror  of  bloody  executions  and  massacres) 
the  new  lights  in  reiigbn,  upon  the  very  same 
principle  that  urged  the  jews  to  put  to  death 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  and  his  apostles,  as 
deceivers  of  the  people. 

Verse  13  of  tlus  chapter  is  very  singular. 
The  best  account  of  its  meaning  seems  to  be 
that  of  those  interpreters  who  have  applied  it 
to  the  ov-erthrow  of  the  lucrative  doctrine  of 
purgatory^  a  chief  pillar  of  the  popish  8uper«« 
stition ;  and  of  so  much  consequence  to  the 
papal  greatness,  and  so  pernicious  to  true  re« 
ligion  in  its  nature  and  effects,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  deemed  it  worthy  of  a  very  partku- 
lar  notice  in  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah,  (chap* 
xxviii,)  as  has  been  already  shewn  ;*  and  to 
that  fictitious  and  unavsdling  covenant  with 
death  and  the  grave  the  prophet  here  alludes. 
For  it  is  no  sooner  proclaimed  by  a  voice  from 

^  See  Section  xu  p-  287, 
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heaven^,  [ox  the  church  of  the  reformed  re-i 
ligion,)  that  the  popish  doctrine  of  purgatory  li 
a  fable,  and  masses  for  the  dead  are  idolatrous 
abominations,  and  that  from  henceforth  it 
shall  be  the  rational  and  wdl-fbnnded  belief  of 
the  faithful,  that  the  souls  of  them  that  die  in 
theXord  are  in  peace  and  test^  and  do  immedi^ 
ately  enjoy  the  promised  reward  of  their  faith 
and  good  works;  than  a  solemn  affirmation  of 
the  truth  of  this  consolatory  doctrine  is  added 
by  the  Holy  Spirit. — ^**  Tea^  saith  the  spirit ^  for 
they  rest  from  their  labours^  and  their  works  do 
follow  thtmr  This  doctrine  of  purgatory 
and  iNDULOSif  ci£8,  &c«  was  so  foul  a  blot 
upon  the  painted  face  of  the  Babylonian 
Thais,  that  it  is  well  known  it  was  the  stone 
of  offence  over  which  Luther  (himself  a  monk) 
first  stumbled,  and  thus  became  the  happy  oc- 
casion of  the  general  reformation  which  casu- 
ed  upon  that  contest,* 

•  St  John  speaks  here  In  the  prophetic  manner  of  this  znon* 
«trou»  imposture,  as  if  it  had  been  a  real  interdictiw  from  the 
realms  of  the  hlessed^  and  \^sfrom  henceforth  removed.  But  the 
meaning  is  only  that  from  this  time  that  magic  spell  of  popery- 
should  be  dissolved,  the  idea  of  a  future  state  corrected,  ^nd 
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After  this,  the  prophet  takes  a  cursory  vievr 
of  the  fall  and  :de$tructk)n  of  the  vrhole  sys^ 
tern  of  popery,  of  which  the  breaking  out  of 
the  reformation  had  been-  the  prelude.  He 
exhibits  it  undeSr  two  emblems  very  frequent* 
ly  alludfed  to  in  the  ancient  prophets,  with  the 
same  intention;— ^First,  a  full  ripe  ha r^ 
vpSTj  to  which  a  reaper  is  divinely  cotiimis* 
sipned,.and  cuts  it  down  :-^— and  secondly,  A 
Vintage,  for  the  gathering  of  which  another 
mighty  instrument  of  Providence  is  also  raised 
up,  (or  perhaps  the  same  continued,)  and  spe- 
cially supported  to  the  complete  performance 
of  the  task  appointed  him.  He  also  executed 
the  work  of  God,  and  the  great  winef^ress  of 
the  wrath  ofG^d  is  set  to  work  upon  what 
has  been  thrown  into  itj  "  and  blood  issued  out 
even  to  the  horses  bridles y  by  the  space  of  a 
thousand  ajid  six  hundred  furlongs," — Some 
greater  slaughter  than  even  the  former  of  the 

none  but  popish  bigots  shoulci  hereaftet  be  held  in  th'e//w«x  of 
PuRGATORr*  *^  Who  is  wi&e,  and  he  shall  understand  these 
things  ?  prudent,  and  he  shall  know  them  ?  for  the  ways  of  the 
Lord  are  right,  and  the  jiist  shall  walk  in  them ;  but  the 
vaANSGREssoR.  shall  fall  therein.*'  (Hosea  xiv,  9.) 

VOL.  II.  H 
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hanrest  seems  to  be  here  alluded  to,  and  is  de- 
scribed ib  the  usual  hyperbolici^  language  6f 
prc^hecy :  and  ^at  some  dreadftd  fact  corfe^ 
sponding  to  it  will  certainly  take  place,  it  were 
profane  to  entertain  any  doubt ;  as  the  place 
i;vhere  ic  VfUl  happen  is  not  only  dtjcriied^ 
but  literally  and  accurately  measured  Ukewi8e# 
For  St  John  says  it  is  without  the  dty^  and  th6 
measure  that  of  1600  furlongs;  which,  as 
Bishop  Newton  and  Mr  Mede  observe,  ^^16 
the  measure  of  St  Pxter's  patrimony,  or 
the  state  of  the  church,  which  reaching  from 
the  walls  of  Rome  to  the  river  Po  and  the 
marshes  of  VeRona,  contains  the  space  of 
two  hitfidred  Italian  miles,  or  exactly  sixteen 
hundred  furlongs."* 

*  So  remarkable  a  coincidence  with  matter  of  fact,  in  a  pra^ 
fessedly- prophetic  writing,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  ascribe  to 
mere  accident.  The  literal  fulfilment  of  all  the  other  prophe**. 
^ies  might  as  well  be  imagined  accidental ;  whereas,  the  coi^ 
trary  is  declared  in  many  of  them.  (Mat.  ii^  15j  IT^-^xxTii; 
^  S5,  &o 
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^bc  opening  of  the  tabernaclb  of  the  testj-, 
MOnr  in  bcaven^^^-ar  the  reformation  of 
religion  and  the  ^burcb^^r^i^ratory  to  tbe 
seven  divine  judgments  upon  tbe  kingdom  of 
THB  BSAST^ — wbicb  are  to  effect  itf  total 
.  qverfbrow. — The  impenitency  anfl  Hindness 
of  his  worshippers^  (while  a  long  respite  ,{s 
given  themyj  still  continuing. — Tbe  Judg-^ 
ment  begins  with  tbe  plague  of  a  figurative 
vjLCER.^^Bj  the  infliction  of  the  s^cont^ 
plague^  its   corroding   malignancy  spreads 

.^  ,  over  the  whole  popish  system  f^nd  woris 
deadly  effects  by  tbe  influence  of  tbe  third. 

X  HE  judgnaeat  of  tte  apostate,  church  hav- 
ing been  related  concisely  under  the  types  of 
an  HARVEST  and  a  vintage,  the  prophet 
now,  in  chap.  xv.  resumes  the  tale  of  woe^  in 
prder  to  unfold  the  particular  more  at  larger. 
H  2 
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The  heaven  where  this  scene  is  represented  la 
(as  before)  the  hoj-y  roman  empire,  or 
v^hole  extent  of  the  pope's  spiritual  dominion. 

*  Seven  angels*  are  summoned  to  hold  themip 
selves  in  readiness  against  the  time  (now  near 
approaching)  when  God  will  require  their  ser- 
vices, to  execute  so  many  several  judgments* 
upon  the  kingdom  of  the  mysdcal  Egypt, 
which,  as  warnings  and  inducements  to  re- 
pentance, are  to  advance  nearer  and  nearer,  by 
several  approaches,  to  the  throne  and  person  of 
the  spiritual  Pharoah^  and  en^  iii  his  de- 
struction. 

But  previously,  a  view  is  taken  of  the  state 
of  religion  amongst  the   reformed,  or  w/V- 

•  nessesy  at  the  time  when  these  plagues  are 
about  to  begin ;  and  they  are  reported  of 
very  favorably,  as  contrasted  with  the  shock- 
ipg  corruption  of  the  apostacy.  They  are 
represented  a3  "  standing  upon  a  sea  of  glass 
mingled  with  fre^^—^^n  emblem  which  re* 

*  Natural  causes  operating,  the  judgments  of  God  irp- 
on  his  enemies  are  figuratively  called  angeh*  Such  w'as  the 
de8tro)(er  of  Sennacherib's  army. 
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presents  the  purity  of  their  doctrine^  and  the 
ardour  of  their  zeal  for  God  and  his  truth. 
Or  It  may  represent  their  troubled  state^  and 
fr'tqucnt  sufferiji^  of  martyrdom  byjirt^  from 
the  triumphant  power  and  cruelty  of  their 
persecutors.  Yet  suffer  what  they  may,  they 
still  persevere  in  **  singing  the  song  of  Moses 
.and  of  the  Land^;^  they  adhere  steadily  to 
the  holy  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  as  the  suiEcient  and  only  safe 
guides  in  faith  and  practice ;  and  ^^  rejoicing 
even  in  tribulation,"  they  anticipate  in  hope 
and  faith,  the  happy  time  when  God  will 
deliver  and  avenge  his  church,  and  receive 
glory  ai|d  a  pure  worship  from^all  nations.* 

The  "  opening  of  the  temple  of  the  ta- 
bernacle OF  THE  TESTIMONY  in  heavcu," 
is  the  opening  of  the  reformation  in  religion, 
and  republication  of  the  gospel^  which  under 
the  uncontrolled  reign  of  the  beast,  might  be 
compared  to  the  temple  of  God  shut  upy  and 
made  inaccessible  to  his  pure  worshippers, 

♦  Zeph.  ill.  9* 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


/ 


thflt  come  to  seek  him  there,  wHerq  filone  he 
wiU  te  found,  in  the  word. of  God.*  "  Aa4 
tbt^  temple  mas  filled  with  smhe  frpfQ  th? 
glory  of  Qod,t  aa4  frofn  hia  pp^^rer ;  ^d  re- 

•  The  vuupu  io  |hi8  xy.  gliap*  which  H-only  pr^si^tpiy.tP 
tBb  tremendous  scenes  which  open  upon  us  in  the  next,  may 
have  occupied  a  gteat  length  of  time,  as  t  conceive  ffeto  ap- 
pljr  to  #i(r  c^^iwi^  nfihe  rrfomnAan  in.thfr  heginnii^  of  the  uxm 
tccnth.  wtwy :  froinwhichperiod,the^r;/y2i;ft  or  commenqe- 
wcnt  of  Rome's  decay,  and  wasting  by  the  breath  of  Christ's 
jsiouth,  is  to  be  dated.  The  following,  Which  introduces  and 
brings  oni  by  seven  auocessive  judgments,  her  final  catastrbpbt, 
fn  ^&8troct}0n  by  tl?t  brightness  of  his  pqaaing,*'  hap  couj- 
,  HMznced  bi^  a  few  year^i  Qfo^  and  ptDbpbly  will  not  take  up  9> 
very  long  period  of  time*  For  though  God  in  his  mercy 
**  waits  patiently,  and  is  provoked  every  day"  for  a  long  time, 
yet  ht  strikes  witlioat  fariber  noiice  at  Ia|t«  aiid  when  his 
judgment  is  actually  begun,  the^me  for  expectation  of  longer 
iiespit^  is  past.  That  th^  blinded  worshippers  of  the  beast 
should  have  been  incapable^r  so  great  a  length  of  time  of  "  en- 
tering into  the  temple  of  the  TABHRHACLfi  OV  T^E  T£STI- 
MO»T,''  zx>w.thitnpa  open  to  the  informed,  and  still  are  uUaih 
to  kara  the  miu  tong  Which  they  are  oingingt  is'  Wonderfidy  but 
nevertheless  literally  and  notoriously  matter  of  fact.— The 
titrie  that  intervened  between  Wickliff  and  Luther,  the  two 
first  heralds  of  the  gospel  ;«vived,  was  150  years  :  the  time 
f mm  that  oppaiiig  of  the  teanple,  t^  th^  actiJ»l  pouring  out  qf 
the  first  vial,  has  been  about  230  years. 

t  SThess.  L  8,9.  •     .:.,.. 
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mained  equally  inaccessible  to  the  infatuated 
ind  bHnded  worshippers  of  the  beast,  during 
the  whole  continuance  of  these  judgments,— 
the  glory  and  power  of  God,  which  is  light 
and  demonstration  to  his  servants,  being  dark- 
ness still  to  them,  the  same  as  if  the  temple 
had  not  been  opened.  This  is  wonderfully 
verified  by  the  obstinate  bigotry  of  the  papists 
to  a  system  of  religion,  as  irrational 'and  op^ 
posite  to  the  word  of  God  as  paganism  itself. 
Strong  delusion  is  sent  upon  them,  and  though 
the  glory  of  God  shines  around  them,  yet  the 
temple  is  still Jilled  with  smoke,  and  they  can- 
not enter  into  the  scope  of  God's  proceedings, 
in  any  of  the  several  wonders  which  proceed 
out  of  the  temple,  each  in  its  appointed  time.* 

*  Thk  is  a  highly  figurative  represenmion  of  the  awfiilnc§s 
and  certainty  of  God's  judgments  to  come  down  upon  the 
mystery  of  iniquity  ;  so  long  perpetuated,  and  so  monstrous  « 
corruption  of  religion,  that  it  hath  been  the  subject  of  in- 
numerable prophecies.  And  it  seems  also  to  intimate  the 
<K)ntmued  mpemtcncy  of  the  fguratlve  Egyptians  under  their 
plagues,  which  is  more  particularly  expressed  in  the  following 
jcenes.  The  light  and  knowledge  amongst  the  churches  of 
THE  WITNESSES,  has  been  twice  represented  beforc,«^Rev, 
21 V.  3,  where  it  is  paid  «  no  man   (of  the  anticbristian  party) 
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In  general,  this  prophecy  seems  to  intimate 
the  strong  and  universal  expectation  prevailing 
amongst  the  reformed,  of  the  certainty  and 
speedy  approach  of  those  divine  judgments 
upon  the  kingdom  of  the  beast,  which  as 
^ropbtts  and  witnesses  for  Christ,  they  have 
fully  and  frequently  denounced  against  the: 
MAN  OF  SIN,  in  the  course  of  their  long  tes- 
timony: and  also,  that  come  when  they  will, 
br  by  whatever  means  they  may  be  inflicted, 
they  will  prove  themselves  to  be  no  merefy 
casual  occurrences^  but  to  have  come  immedi- 
ately out  of  "  the  temple  of  the  tabernacle 
OF  THE  TESTIMONY  of  heaven,*'  or  from  the 
throne  of  supreme  justice  and  eternal  truths 

"  And  one  of  the  four  beasts  gave  unto  the 
seven  angels  seven  golden  vials  full  of  the 
wrath  of  Gpd :" — ^that  is  to  say,  these  events 

couIJ leafn  their  NSfF  song^^  of  faith  in  Christ,  the  alone  Sa- 
viour:*—and  in  Rev.  xv.  3,  4,  the  just  comprehension  they 
have  of  the  olject  of  the  coming  judgments  is  again  expressed  ; 
which  seems  fully  to  confirm  my  interpretation  of  verse  8, 
as  expressing  once  again  the  state  of  clarhness  over  all  the  land 
rfJSgjfif  or  papal  Christianity. 
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which  are  to  wpdc  the  da«ra&ll  t>{  the  anti^ 
christian  church,  wHl  take  place  in  the  tim* 
of  one  of  the  fhur  grtat  monarcbksy  which 
weire  the  subject^  of  Daniel's  prophecies^  (Dan* 
iL  j6,' tod  vii.  3,  and  viii.  2,)  namely,  in  the 
latter  period  of  the  last  of  them,  or  the  RO- 
MAN EMPIRE,  whose  hierc^lyphic  is  gener- 
ally an  eagle^  in  allusion  to  the  roman  stand- 
ards** 

There  is  a  time.  Says  Solom<5n,  for  »teiy 
thing ;  and  amragst,  the  re^t^  iox  divine  jus- 
tice to  overtake  dnners.  For  though  it  seeme 
to  hiuxmn  observation  as.  if  it  slept  sometimes 
long,  and  would  nevw  awake,  yet  awake  it 
will,  and  in  a  manner  the  more  terrible  for 
the  unavailing  forbearance.~*  . 

*  In  Dan;  u.  the  fottnh  Or  koMak  Etenis  isrepreientM 
by  the  strength  of  iron ^  and  in  Dan*  vii.  by  a  non-descript  moa«i 
tter  of  great  strength,  ^c.  But  in  other  places  its  emblem  i$ 
the  edgh.  (Matt.  xiiv.  28 ;  Rev.  iV.  ?•)  The  christian  church 
{preserved  from  the  fiiry  of  the  persecution  of  the  pagan  em- 
t>erordy  by  the  conversioti  of  the  emperor  Constantinb)  i% 
htelped  by  wings' of  an  edgkfhxtt  onty  for  a  time,  till  she  can 
fee  iiftd  th^  wilderifesS  of  papal  persecution  afterwardj  to 
Wise.  (Rev.  xii«  14.) 

TOL.  If.  I 
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Jove  but  prepays  to  strik^  the  .fiercer  blow* 
The  day  shall  come — that  grbat  avenging  DAr» 
9^hicli  Rome's  proud  glories  in  the  dust  shall  hy^ 
TCk^MkkfWiTh  ^p-ff^  iumself  shall  &li» 
And  one  immense  tolcaho  swallow  alU 

Pt^'4  Horner^  h.  ir,  l94,* 

Thm  Gp4  »qpir0iichc$  the  aw«  o/sia^  in  the 
^ftietli  Psalni)  with  his  profligate  concej^nB 
of  the  jdivine  Being,  for  his  i^  sihf^e  :-*^ 
^  Thou  dioughtest  wickecfiy,  that  I  was  wch 
^n  one  as  thysdf  :--*-but  I  will  reprove  thee, 
md  sfit  kffQrc  tbec  the  things  that  thou  bast 
ddnt^^  The  judgmiaiitfs  which  God  has  ap- 
pointed to  scourge  his  impiedes,  are  of  such  a 
ts^t3t/»  as  m^l  be  expected  to  have  stkred 


*  It  has  not  been  generally  understood  that  Mr  Pppe  was 
so  warm  in  the  protbstant  interest^  but  by  the  exhibition 
of  a  little /Mw/  fra»d  in  a  good  oaasei  a  man's  month  maj  be 
0|>exied  without  \^  consent,  er  gagged  fjrithout  as^g  his 
fcave, — ^for  thus  the  holy  scRiPxya^s  hate  Jwjen  <«fte^  to 
advocate  the  cause  of  popsry. 
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bim  tt[^  to  ft  proptir  inftecdon  upon^  his  ^oa 
taey  fForsr  Chrifit  And  truth,  and  led  him  to 
xtp^itance ;  siiooe  they  ^ow  out  of  his  very 
^s  which  draw  them  down,  and  thus  bold 
vp  to  bis  fact  ^^  tbc  tbi^gs  that  be  bos  done^^ 
9S  if  Mj^eseated  ia^  a  mirror. 

In  chapter  sixteenth^  the  divine  signal  it 
given^  and  the  fatal  revolution  in  the  affairs 
of  die  hitherto  rampant  and  imperious  beast 
jjneacpeQtedly  opens  upon  him.  **  The  first 
angel  went  and  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the 
6arth  J  arid  tli'iire  fell  a  rioisdme  dhd  Mevous 
iorc  upon  the  men  which  had^  the  mark  oi 
tite  htgsx.y  and<u|K>ft  them  which'  w^sbifped 

The  striking  analogy  between  these  scyen 
]3dhB^esti]|i6n  the  kingdom  of  thd  man  oftim 
aiid  the  teti  plagues  upon  Pharo'ah  abd  E- 
CYPTy  has  been  Hmtedat  already;  and  it  is 
so  Irequiauly  »)d  obvioipsly  apparentr  that  the 
Ciie  ms^wttt  bidiimgiiR^  tjrpidal  of  the  dthtfF«' 
Jn  the  literal  Egypt  die  judgments  fell  only  up-* 
on  the  ^u^j,ectsW  the  wnbdje^ying  aadimpioiis- 
I  » 
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^yrant^  while  the  servants  of  God  ^  U^Aligi^ 
ind  health  ia  all  thdr  dwellings.''  The  vwy 
same  is  now  the  case  in  the  mystical  Egypt-^ 
The  vial  is  poured  iipon  fbc  earthy  but  it  ]& 
only  the  subjects  of  antichrist  (distingtiii^cd 
by  his  mark^  and  by  a  superstitious  reverence 
for  his  person,  amounting  to  idolatry)  that  are 
Afifected  by  its  operation, 

A  grievous  ulcer  is  the  effect  of  the  firef 
^ial ;  and,  no  doubt,  it  is  to  be  undostobd  i^ 

.  *  The  mark  of  the  beast  I  have  sb^wn  in  the  preceding 
section,  to  be  the  sign  of  the  crossf  which  ia  notoriously  used  la 
a  manner  that  has  a  nearer  al&nity  to  nui^  and  nvikherafti-^ 
flUM  often  chai^ged  by  the  ancient  prophets  upon  <^  thfi  veB^ 
favored  harlot/*  (Nahum  iii,  4  ;  Micah  v.  12|  I^a.  xlvii^  9; 
Rev«  ix.  21})  than  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Their  worship  of  the. 
Image  of  the  beast  is  manifest  from  the  medals  of  Pope  Martio 
the  fifth}  where  two  cardinal^  are  represented  crowning  the 
i|KW  DEiTTi  and  two  kneeling  before  himi  with  the  iaierlpr 
tion— ^"  Quern  creant  adorant— Him  whom  tjiey  create  they 
adore/'         Newton  vol.  iii.  p*  240. . 

It  is  also  prophetically  intimated  by  our  Savioiu's  fcfibiddiiig 
a  superstitious  reverence  to  be  paid  to  any  kamaa  authority» 
under  the  magiBterial  name  of  rATHUti^  (Mat.  xsiiu  9»)  as  the 
pope  is  called  ^'ffoxr  fatbbk^^!  and  as  the  very  name  in  latin 
(pAPAy  or  pope)  signifies.  They  are  stiled  papists  from  papa, 
^  christiaus  are  so  named  from  Christy  whdm  they  worlhiO 
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i  figutadve  sefMe,  of  sbwe  n^tv/  or  spirihid 
grievance^  whkb  oocia^iis  as  mvnAk  poki  ancl 
danger  to  tbeir  bierarebjty  imdpaiver^  and  h0u^ 
ence^  as  an  incurable  ulder  do^s  in  the  natural 
body.  Ulcers  of  this  grieVous  and  incurable 
nature  origihate  from  the  bad  habit  of  bodjr^ 
and  the  malignant  nature  of  the  humours, 
which  form  the  constitution  itself,  and  admit 
of  no  cure  without  a  radical  change,  which  is 
m  miany  cases  impossible.  This  is  the  case 
|nth  POPERY.  The  whole  system  is  so  ex- 
ceedingly corrupt,  that  the  causes  of  its  disso^ 

whh  the  saxne  dirine  honon*  .The  vuupj  bla^hepioUf  titloa 
given  to  the  pope  by  the  echoolmen  and  canonists^  2ftp  alone 
sufficient  to  denominate  the  papist^  worshippers  of  the  beast. 
r^Set  Sect.  ix.  p.  2^0. 

Solu9  aiioiietur.CH&i^TVii  sed  Qmoinsi  yana> 
;    .     Intereaiit,  suinnma  rector  in-qibe  regnatt  ••  ,  .     . 

Mox  fore  <jon^do,  quod  tojto  pectore  sancti   . 
pantabunti  cecidit,  cecidit*'BABtLONiCA  Thais. 
.  .  '  ,      *    HUtiPopiny. 

^  %t  Ood  supreme  p'W  sdl^tte  suppKant  world. 

And  popish  idols  to  perdition  hurl'd. 

Id  christian  hearts  ador'd  let  Jesus  reigoy 
«  His  sidnts  rehestrsing  in  prophetic  sttain 

'         ftdtot^4e9ftany.    The  Babyloilish  whoit» 

'JTiaip  is  fall'n— 'is  fall'a^^td  rise  jjo  vc^/  ■ 
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elegancies  oE  fi^on,  been,  li^ttodueed  httt 
from  abroad^  And  to  this  squtcc  may  reaiK*- 
I7  be  traced  tbat  shameful  obUykni  of.  tbe  rft- 
tttaSskts  of  coQScieace,  the  ob|igaiddn6  of  honor 
and.fdendahip,  and  of  the  commoii  sense,  df 
moral  rectitude  which  has  been  rapidly  upon 
the  increase  amongst  us  ;  and  has  made  a  ^till 
more  rapid  and  extensive  progress  in  some  of 
those  nations  which  have  lately  been  made  to 
.**  drini  q/  the  c$^  ^furyl^  not  originally  pre- 
pared for  them. — ^  For  thus  ssdth  the  Lord,  be- 
hold }  they  whose  judgment  was  not  to  drink 
of  the  cupy  have  assuredly  drunken,  and  ar( 
thou  he  that  shalt  altogether  go  unpumshedf'^ 

The  levelling  pnnciples  of  anarchical  repub* 
licanism,  and  the  inordinate  appetite  for  plun- 
4ier,  whetted  by  a  pre-conceived  and  too  weH 
founded  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  religious 
orders^  and  borne  out  to  all  lengths  by  an  ath©-, 
istical  spirit  of  free-thinking,  have  proved  sucb. 
anuker  to  the  worshippers  of  the  beast  and 
his  image.     It  is  an  evil  bred  in  the  very  coii- 

*  Jeremiah  xUx«  12» 
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Isfhutfoii  and  ft^ebf' T^itE  »fAN'6f  st^;'&tid 
the' natural  e'ffict\  of  his  )pfevibus''tncke3iiesi 
afitf'total"  corruption  J  and  ft'^Ws,'  iit  ^eiig^ 
fedke  oiit  sudderily  iiito  the  wasting  iraiii  6f 
&it  i^rencb  r<?w/a5///e?;/,  which-  was  6tilf 'dnl;^ 
^ 'the  beginning  bf*sofro'ix)s^'  to 'tfie'kihg&rti 
And  eonfederaey  of  aiidchrist.-^^**'  Fefiold !  aU 
ye  that  kindle  a  fire^  that  fcompasj^  yoilrsel'^e^ 
about  with  sparks ;  walk'  oil  iti  thlb  ligfit  i)f 
your  fire,  and  in  the  sparks  that  ye  Kavfe  kSi^s. 
died.  This  shall  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  ye 
shall  lie  down  ih  sorrow/-*    '   "' f        -   * 

*'  And  thesecondangpl. poured  out  his.yi^l 
idpon  the  sea^  and  it  became  as  the,  blood  of  a 
dead  man :  and  every  living  soul  di^  in.  the 
sea."  The  former  plague  seems  to  have  in- 
fected chiefly  the  higher  ©r^<?r/ with- its- ma- 
lignant effects,  and  punished  the  "  blind  leaders 
of  the  blindy  by  laying  the  foundation  of  th« 
miseries  consequent  upon  their  unprincipled 
licentiousness  %\  ,  ^ud  which  eoon  .  overtook 

*  Isaiah  1.11.;  .  ^  , 

,4  As  insects  lay  tlteir  noxious  eggs  in  a  proper  nidus  where 
suitable  nouriskrhent  will  be  adminisiered  to  tliemi  for  the  tiuj^ 
je^M.  '        / 

vofc*ir.  ,K 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


them,  when  the  dame  iafecdoa  was  communis 
cated  to  the  iowcr  orders  by  tlm  seG(md  -vaal^ 
poured  upon  ibe  sca^  or  peepk^  and  mHoks 
of  the  popish  connection.  Thus,  in  the  ^xth 
plague  of  Egypt,  (of  whidt  the  first  vial  has  a 
resemblance^)  the  boil  fell  upon  the  magidans 
themselves,  who  had  successfully  opposed  the 
finger  of  God  by  countetfddng  some  of  the 
divine  miracles^  to  support  the  pride  and  ob- 
duracy of  the  tyrant; 

In  consequence  of  excesrive  both  pdilkal 
and  religious  corruption,  and  the  total  decay 
of  all  moral  principle,  (which  must  ^ver  be 
the  uniting  cement  of  civil  society,  and  thfe  vi- 
tal principle  of  political  prosperity;  for  as  ".^ 
righteousness  a  nation  Is  exalted^^o  contrariwise, 
sin  h  the  ruin  of  any  people ;"  by  the  consti- 
tutions of  nature,  and  by  the  ordinance  of 
God :)  THE  SEA,  or  mass  of  the  people,  be^ 
comes  like  the  blood  of  a  dead  fw^/r.— Fatigued 
and  worn  out  by  the  ccmtinued  and  shocking 
display  of  shameless  immorality,  and  the  most 
palpable  imposture  and  wickedness  in  thdr 
church  and  state,  the  fonjier  ardent  spkit  of 
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ihe  peofk^BO  fayoraUe  tolile  rappcMt  c^  bot!!, 
k  changed  aad  gone.    Tbey  are  ^fn^eoi  wi& 
aa  immoireable  apathy  towards  the  support  <£ 
the  throne  of  iidqiuty,  and  agitated  with  the 
saiaewikl  pamoosi  aod  detettahte  pnociplea 
of  adfishness,  and  cxud/tyia  tlie  pursuit  oi 
tbem^  whtjch  they  have  learnt  of  tJ^ir  st^i^ 
QT^  BO  longer  to  be  called  so;  but  by  vio^ 
leoce  about  to  be  dragged  down  to  the  coa>> 
mon  leTcl  oi  Ubcrty  and  c(jp$aUty^  m  the  gios$* 
Qtt  sense  of  the  words.    The  emblem  which 
represents  this  scene  of-  uniTerdal  aciaiicby^  is 
very  expressive  of  the  thing.     The  blood  of  a 
dead  man  is  deprived  of  those  vital  principles 
in  every  respect,  which  rendered  it  fit,  by  regu- 
lar drculation  Over  the  whole  ataimal  system, 
for  the  support  of  the  vis  vitae,  and  the  natu- 
l"al  tinioh  of  the  soul  with  the  body,  which 
can  iio  longer  by  art  be  perpetuated,  when 
the  languid  and  congealing  fluid  can  be  pro- 
pelled no  tndre  through  its  wonted  channels, 
or  runs  pfF  in  a  dissolved  and  putrid  state. 
Just  such  is  SOCIETY  without  any  principles 
of  morality,  any  sense  of  conscience,  any  ra- 
(iooal  belief  of  futurity,    The  famous  ^zvo^ 
%  2 
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i^VTiojf  IK  FRA^cSi  at  ita.<>pawig  (whkh  I: 
btve  supposed  tp  be  the  pwiocj  pf  the  pouripg: 
out  of  the  second  ^ial)  .exhibked  aainax>ii& 
and  stixmg  synqptoma  of  suph  a  total  MmxitJ3& 
natural  cohcBsion  in  the  p83nci[des  of  Tviiick 
society  is  compounded:  instances  of  the  Inost^ 
shocking  deprara^OQ  of  moral  fbding  and  oom- 
mbn  humanity*— an  Utter  extinction,  as  it  wore^ 
of  the  customary  ties  of  affection,  acknowledged 
by  rdigtdn  and  nature,  and  a  trampling  under 
foot,  with  scorn  .and  derision^  all  laws  of  men, 
of  Qpd,  and  ^  nature. 

This  was  ,a  time  for  choice  spirits  pf  the 
glorious  revplution,  to  display  to.  the  afiright- 
ed  world  the  horrible  wickedness  that  human 
nature  i&  capable .  pf,  when  the  fear  pf  controul 
or  punishpent  for  crimes  pf  the  blackest  /die 
is  removed.,,  It  was  the  triumph  of  libertin- 
ism ,  disloyalty.,  ingratitude,,  treaeheryi  revengCii 
and  eyery  detestable  immorality  which  de- 
grades mankind  below  the  brute  creation  in 
ii;s  worst  forms,  and  sinks  them  to  a  level  witl| 
the  fiends  of  bell.  **  None  calleth  for  justice^ 
nor  ?iny  pkadetb  for  trutjf:   they  trus^  iq, 
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ifafiity  and  ipeak  lies :  tbey  cqncdTe  nnscjbief^ 
wA.  bring  forth  imquity.     They  hatch  codca* 
trice  e^S)^  and  weave  the  qtider's  web:  he* 
that  eaieth  of  tbeir  eggs  dieth,  and  that  which^^ 
is  crushed  breaketh  out  Into  a  vipen     Their- 
webs  shall  not  become  garments,  neither  shall 
they  covep  themselves  with  their  works.  Their 
works  are  works  of  iniquity,  the  act  of  vio- 
lence^ is  in  their  hands.     Their  feet  run  to 
evil,  and  they  make  haste  to  sbed  innoceitt* 
blood::  their  thoughts  are  thoughts  of  iniquity/ 
i>^astif)g  and, destruction  are  in  their  paths^*** 

V  Ih  the  very  wildest  howUng  of  the  teilipesr 
QsmrthelesSy  the  bai«d  arm  of  God's  Rrovi* 
drace  appeared  from  the  cioud,  and  directed 
tfaeigrand'  confusion  to  the  endtf  of  distributive 
justice.  These  monsters  of  iniquity  had  a 
reign  as  short  and  full  of  terror,  as  it  was  dis- 
graceful te  tliat  light  oi  human  reason^  which 
they  set  up  as  the  object  of  wo'kship  in- 
stead of  God,  whom  they  blasphemously  af- 
fected to  discharge  from -the  governmefat  of 

•   ♦  Isakh  lix*  4.  j 
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]}is  own  ciseadffiu  For  scarcely  h^d  4he  b^ood 
of  tke  victims  of  their  ravage  cruelty  been 
deanaed  .away  iiom  the  streets^  be^^  their 
own  blood  gushed  fbom  the  same  guilkitioe^ 
jtiid  flowed  ia  the  /same  Jcexinelfi. 

;  This  retribution,  though  dreadful,  w^s  y<et. 
mo^  equitjibL^^  It  wa^jalivelyimagcby  re* 
^tjQii,  of  those  very,  sins  of  the  mjraftc  Ba- 
hjrloa  which  God  ^^  ia  Psalm  L  2 1,  thai;  he 
i^ould  one  ddSfj»t  bifta^.btr  face ;  aad  which 
has  ncTBT  (l»sm.daw&  this  heavy  ju^;fQf»£^ 
upon  her.  These  practiced  tormenton  now 
fluffer  from  the  jawe  wwtfge  wbi«b  they 
tbespfielve^  had  platted  for  tbe  hac|^  of  otba% 
and  had  af^Ued  uno^ingiy  aft  interest,  or 
ataJIcCf  or  idoUtroiis  supasstitioo  directed.  For 

♦  1  Sam.  XV.  33 ;  Rev*  ?uii.  10- 

Qaod  ^uiaque  feat,  patitur ;  afitorem  ^celn^ 
Repetit  y  suoque  premitur  ezemplo  nocens* 

Sbnec.  Her^f^r.  735. 

Whoe'er  ofiinids  jmist  siiSsr  tQO| 
Like  pmu8hinenta»  like  crimes  pursue* 
His  own  example  sets  the  rule 
Of  mff 'ring  for  th'  unthinUng  fooL 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ia  what  chiistxah  land  ha£  not  the  hat^fogt  of 
those  qplots,  aad  treasbm,  andinceniSaiy  fmyi 
ciples  they  hdd  sown,  been  *  reaped  ivL  biMii 
andt^ars?      ^  '  )     . 

^^  And  the  third  angd  poured  out  his  ybl 
upoa  the  rivers,  and  fountains  of  waters,  and 
they  became  BkodJ^  HThese  plagues  seem  likd> 
thoW  <^  Egypt,  to  rise  gradually  in  terror  and 
greatness,  and  to  be  preparatory  and  introduo* 
tory  of  each  other,  doubtless  with  the  view  of 
exciting  frafier  reflection  upon  the  causCj  and 
leading  the  sufferers  to  repentance.  There  » 
a  great  analogy  between  this  vial  and  ^  first 
plague  cf  Egypt,  when  **  he  turaed  their  rivers* 
into  blood, .  and  thdr  floo^  that  diey  conddr 
oot  drink,'*  (Psaltn  Ixxviii.  44.)  And  the 
effect  is  die  same,  the  hardness  of  the  tyrarrtV 
heart  is  only  augmented  by  it,  for  his  own 
ibagidans  had  done  the  same  thingl^. 

•  As  the  advocates  of  the  catholic  cause  have  been  able  to 
pn^  away  from  his  baUnete  the  Ta»t  accuttiulatl»n  of  pn^phe-' 
^k&  Widi  whieh  the  protestanta  have  saddled  Mia ;  so,  to  make 
it  appear  that  aniubnst  it  nod  yet  comct  they  w31  have  no  diffi- 
.t^ulty  at  a}l.  in  ifEtottnting  for  this  antichri9tiai&  persgcathfuf/ 
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". ,  Rhcrs  and  fmntaihs  are  the  known  ern^ 
Udns  of  refigious  doctrine.  Thus  in  Isaiah 
lax.  15,  Gc>d  promises  that  he  will  cause 
**on  every  high  hill  rivers  and  stream*  of 
waters,"*  or,  that  he  will  convey  abundant 
light  and  knowledge  of  God  into  those  coun- 
tries which  at  that  time  were  the  most  inac- 
cessible to  truth  and  salvation,  being  filled  by 
^  the  god  of  this  world^^  \frith  supersdtion 
and  idolatry.  And  our  Saviour  often  uses 
the  same  metaphor,  in  the  same  sense,  f  In-- 
deed  the  rivers  of  this  mystical  Egypt  were  not 
waters  of  t^e  before  this  change  happened ; 
they  were  no  "  wells  of  salvationl^  but  foun- 
tains of  bitter  water  j  yet  such  as  answered  the 
purposes  of  such  a  church :  but  now  they  can 
do  even  that  no  longer.  They  are  now  liter- 
ally turned,  into  the  waters  of  deatb^  which 
^iritually  they  had  long  time  been.  From, 
that  fountain  of  corruption  of  the  heart,  and 

hardening  of  the  conscience,  and  blinding  of 

«  • 

ihdr  holy  churchy    The  turning  of  the  iiripiwes  m  water  of  lif<r 
into  bhodi  is  notlung  new  to  them— tbey  have  done  this  miradff' 
themselvesy  and  think  nothing  strange  of  it. 
*  laai.  xK.  18.  f  i^n  viu.  S». 
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AJWeasiin-of  math,  IKbsfe  revbhtlifmarfisti'thfAf^ 
issued*  fbrthi'-aiid  sooit  became  ining^^S*  v"i»'^ 
\^\iMi'  The  curse'  of  tfie- *fir§t  l\x(Sxk)  --  -  ? 
fifkJn '  this  «4cond,  or  man  of'  s'  i'\  . /^:c} 
**  thit  which  shoufd'haVe  been^^^'^K  f''-'-^^ti^»p'^^ 
health,  <b^cbmesuntd' him  anx^cc^y'rn  -T  v'^*) 

*  .Therules  of- the  notorious  ixtJurWTKfK, 
liUccthe  cruel  laws  of  Draco,^  hs^ve^  \^m 
mritten  in  blood,  "  Th$:^ead  bodies  of  thjr 
servants  have  they  givefri  to  be  ment  unto  the 
jfowls  of  the  air,  and  -  the  flesh  of  thy  saints 
unto  the  beasts  of  the  land.  Their  blood  have 
they  shed  like  water ^  on  every  side  of  Jcrusa-' 
km,  and  there  was' no  man  to  bury  therhr'^ 
-rrThe  woman,  the  emblem  of  the  apostate 
churchjf  is  represented  as  being  **  drunk  with 
the  blood,  of  the  saints^- and  with  the  blood  of 
the  mariyrs  ofjesus,^^  -  But  now,  by  a  won- 
deiful  retribution- of  almighty  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice, in  .which  her  own  crimes  appear  vmttefi 

*  Psalm  Ixxix.  2,  S,  alluding  to  their  denisd  of  christian 
burial  to  heretics.  f  Rcr.  XTii.  6« 

VOL*  II.  ,  I, 
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in  the  particulars  c^  her  judgment,  that  ca|w 
rupt  and  persecuting  religion  becomes  a  ca^i4 
of  martyrdom  to  tbcmsehes.  It  is  the  devot€4 
object  at  which  the  thunderbolts  df  the  diviat 
indignation  are  launched,  and  the  pntrid  eat^ 
eass  which  the  eagles  are  in  search  of,  as  the 
prey  allotted  to  them  by  the  decree  of  heavoou 
^  The  sword  of  God  is  unsheathed''  agwist 
the  kingdoms  of  the  beast,  and  it  ^^will  no 
more  depart  from  his  house,"  in  one  part  of 
the  world  or  another,  until  all  these  things  be 
fulfilled  For  ^  grbat  Babylon  is  come 
in  remembrance  before  God,  to  give  unto  her 
the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierceness  of  his 
wrath.  And  in  her  was  found  the  hlood  of 
prophets^  and  of  saintSi  and  of  all  that  were 
alain  upon  the  earth*"*  For  this  cause.  ^  be* 
hold  a  whiilwind  of  the  L^rd  is  gone  forth 
in  fury,  even  a  grievous  wbirlwicdj  it  shaB 
fall  grievously  upon  the  head  of  the  wicked. 
The  anger  of  the  Lord  shall  not  return,  xitiSi 
he  have  executed,  and  until  he  have  perfonsr* 

^  RcT.  xn.  19. 
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ed  the  thoughts  of  his  heart     In  the  latter 
days  yc  shall  consider  /V.'*f 

f  Jer.  xxiS.  1%  20i  Iaai\  xzxiv.  Sf  6*  l%e  witfxiD,  at 
bere  (sod  in  many  other  prophedei)  cooneeted  iriih  tlie 
jitdgQienU  upon  idolatiy  and  apoitacy  from  God,  and  wiih 
the  aamacipation  of  Israel,  aeems  to  allude  to  St  Paul's  man 
or  SIN,— the  irtCJK|to»  or /aw&// snri— ibe  ANTiCHaisr.— • 


h  3 
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SECTION  xxn: 


The  church  of  the  witnesses  gives  gkdyrtd 
God  for  the  truth  and  jusfm  of  bis  dispen^ 
sations^  in  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy. — The 
apostate  church  perseveres  in  her  misappre-- 
hension '  of  them. — The  fourth  vial  poured 
out^ — represents  the  scorching  heat  of  des^- 
potic  power  and  cruel  tyranny. — The  Jiftb 
vial^  a  darkness  both  political  and  nv>raL-^^ 
The  remarkable  wisdom  of  Providence  in 
these  judgments y  which  are  adapted  to  set 
before  the  eyes  of  sinners  the  crimes  that 
drew  these  miseries  upon  them. 

The  dreadful  retribution  of  the  formpy 
cruelties  of  the  persecuting  tyrant,  thus  intro- 
duced by  the  first  vial,  heightened  by  the  se- 
cond, and  brought  to  a  kind  of  crisis  (but  not 
a  salutary  one)  by  the  third ;  and  by  a  sort 
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offttlobUniHtf/Ctkecsameria:!^  ai'tbtt  Jie 
himself  had  inflicted  i^c»x^the  ifmoceht  mat^ 
tyrs  of  Jesus,  and  originating  in  his  own 
wickedatss';  is  an.^l  aocdints  so  righteous  a 
dispens^kn.,  \^  \a\  dlvisse  \  ovtr^rsiUng^  wisdom^ 
that  the  church  of  the  reformed  gives  ^orf 
to  the  eternal  ALPHA  -^ND  omega  for  it 
^  I  heard. ther angel  of  the  wat^$  fay^  thov 
aj:j:  righteous,  O. Lord,  which  artj  and-iumff^ 
and  sbalt-bcy  because  thpu^hast  ju^gedthua^ 
for  they  haye  §be<J  the  blood  of  saints,.. and 
prop)iets^  and  thou  ffast  giv^n  them  bhgd  to 
drink ^  for  tjiey  are  virpjthy."*  .  David:  .had 
before  celebrated  in  the  ninety,. seventh. Paalai 
the  same  ,eveat^  of  ^God'js. ':vindjc*ting  .his 
church  .5 — '>  cpnipunded  be  &li  fhey  that  serve 
graven  in\ages,,that  |3Q?i5tf,  th,eajselves  of  idols  j 
worship  him,  all  ye  gods.  Zion  heardj  and 
was  glad^  and  the  daughter  of  Judah  rejoiced; 
^ecaufeof  tbyi  jud^men{s,,^.0  Lord  .,  Ye  that 
love   ths:  .|4iOrd,  .:hate  .  evil.  ^  He   pyeservetl^ 

'  •  Those  liyperBolical  figures  in  prophecy,  of  God's  feeding 
Hs  enemies  4/Uh  tMr^wnfleihs  aiad  giving  them  Uoo4  to^dnntf 
are  emblematical  of  great  slaughters,  attended  with  circum* 
^  stances  of  a  peculiar  atcipcitf  *  (Rev.  kv'u  5.) 
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(be  4ouI&  o£  hU  sabtB,  lie  ddBpirtib  tkim  oia 

;.  The  fQiuth  mL  iotroducv  a  ptw.toahod 
^jtotm^Qt.  for  the.  beast  and  his  empire,  if 
indeed  it  iQay  be  called  altogether  nm^,  slace 
it  still  spnngs  from  the  same  ro9t  of  poperf^ 
ki  the  ^mer,  and  is  a  continuation  of  the 
dfects  of  Hhe  three  preceding  vials,  with  ad- 
cRtional  venom,  wluch  hastens  on  the  demb-f 
Ktion  of  his  power,  with  great  increase  of  hi$ 
sufferings.  "  The  fourth  angel  poured  ou^ 
his^^iialupon  tre  suitf,  and  great  power  was 
given  unto  him  to  scorch  men  witbjire.  And 
men  were  scoribed  with  great  beat^  and  blas4 
phemed  the  name  of  God,  which  hath  power 
over  these  plagues,  and  they  repented  hot  to 
give  him  glorv.** 

Tlie  men  that  worshipped  the  beast  anc| 
his  image,  (die  objects  of  these  divihe  judg^^ 
ments,)  are  still  not  moved  to  repentapf:e  pf 
their  pritctical  f»d  speculative  errorai    Their: 
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h^gsAmi  is  th^^re  itt%menttd^  arid  the  ybks 

of  "  a  crtul  krd^^  prepared  fdr  tbeif  necks.* 

To  the  egTptiaAs  the  commoti  blcjMifcgs  of 

hcavea  iv^t  rtvtfsed^  and  the  light  of  di;^ 

t^as  turned  into  the  darknds  of  midnight.-^ 

Christ,  the  enlighteaing  and  ammating  sUN 

of  the  chmtian  system^  scorches  up  \m  apos^. 

tate  enemies  with  the  fiereeitess  of  his  iti^ 

tolerable  blase,  and  torments  thein  with  th^' 

brightness  of  has  near  approach.  ~Hc  ndes 

bis  rebeUiotis  subjects  with  a^  rough  haad, 

**  bruises  them  ,with  a  sceptre  of  iron,  afid 

dashes  them  in  pieces  like  a  patter's  tesseL"f 

.  The  darkening  of  the  SUN^  and  tumii^ 
the  MQON  into  blood,  and  the  falling  of  tbe 
8TAR5  from  their  orbits,  J$  a  well  known  fi^ 
gure  for  the  overthrow  of  empires.:j;  .But  in 
this  judgment  upon  the  mystical  £gypt  th^ 
|)ortent  is  reversed.  The  sun  is  not  blotted 
out  from  the  face  of  the  political  heavens,  but 
receives  a  baleful  au^cntaiion  of  bis  ipo^r^. 

'    *  Isai.  :^i2L.  4.  .f  Ps-ii.^. 

,  .;.  J  !»«•  \iii,  10  ;  JocUu  10,  31  >  Matt,  xxiv.  29*     • 
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whichriit)  longer  nourishes  and  sustabs  r&- 
ture^  but  scorches:  it  with  a  destructive*  heat. 
This  plague  also,  (as  it  is  to  be  generaily  un- 
derstood of  all  the  rest,)  is  limited  in' its  influ- 
ence to  the  wcM'shi{^rs  df.  the  bbastt,  and 
those  in  his  connection  j  with  others  who  for 
great,  delinquencies^  are  doomed  to  drink  of  bis 
cup^  though  not.  originally  prepared  for  them. 
This,  which  was  declared  at  the  commence- 
ment of  these  plagues,  is  still  evident,  from 
the  effect  produced  by  it  upon  these  infatu-* 
ated  idoiators  ;  who  instead  of  being  led 
thereby  to  salutary  reflection  and  amendment, 
redouble  their  blasphemous  prayers  to  their 
canonized  godsy  to  fatigue  and  provoke,  to  the 
very  uttermost,  the  patience  of  the  God  of 
heaven,  which  alone  "  hath  power  over  these 
plagues^  ^  And  they  repented  not^  to  give 
turn  glory  y 

A  COCK  crowing  to  the  rising  suN,  is  said 
to  be  the  emblematical^ deviceof  the  kingdom' 
of  France,  and  as  the  holy  spirit  of  prophe- 
cy adapts  the  method  of  its  divine  revela- 
tion to  the  ideas  generally  received  amongst 
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min^  it  is  riattirally  to  be  presumed  that  b;^  ^ 
the  BVti  of  the  poUticdl  heaven  (ait  this  pcribd 
of  the  prophecy,)  that  kingdom  is  alluded  to, 
as  being  nearly  cferitral  in  the  liiidst  of  the 
christian  world,  arid  ever  distinguished  by  a 
closer  connection  th^ri  most  others  with  the' 
]? Ap  At  P'oi^i^ ER.  This  power,  which  ori^in^" 
aJty  set  up  on  high'tli'e  tixtone  aind  empire  of 
the^jeasl,  and  obMnda  the  flattering  titles  6? 
**  the  most  christian  king,  and  the  6l(^est 
sbh  of  the  church,^  is  destined  to  pull  dowh' 
her  usiirped  power,  "  and  to  batk  the  WHORiR^,' 
and  makg  her  desdlalte,  and  ndced,  ancf  eat  her 
flesh,' and  burn  her  wi&  fire."f  And  it  is'ob^ 
vious  that  this  part  of  the  prophecy  is  novi^'in 
a  progressive  advancement  towards  a  perfect 
accoihptish^metit.  The  kingdom  of  France 

^  That  this  prophecy  pbints  to  the  known  custom  of  using 
emhkms  to  denote  particular  countries ^  (and  to  that  in  question 
'in  particular,)  is  not  improbable;  as  the  scripture  would  not. 
have  been  adapted  to  the  general  comprehension  of  mankind^ 
|iad  it  not,  in  such  a  mahnery  accommodated  Itself  to  the  received 
^ideas  and  customs  of  the  worlds  as  our  Saviour  justly  argued  ;— 
•*  If  I  teH  you  ot  earthly  things  y  and  ye  ielieve  not,  hew  shalf  ye 
beliere  if  I  tell  you  of  heavenly  things,"— and  that  without 

+  Rev.  xrii,  I6m 
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has  by  strange  and  highly  improbable  events^ 
become  the  seat  of  a  new  and  excessively  fierce 
heat  of  despotic  authority,  which  hath  cast  its 
heavy  iron  sceptre  over  nearly  all  the  king^ 
doms  of  the  beast,  and  by  this  singular 
change  or  augmentation  of  power  given  to  it 
by  divine  appointment,  (that  it  may  become 
the  instrument  of  tormenting  the  agonizing 
members  of  Antichrist  with  its  scorching 
heat,)  it  has  itself  assumed  the  place  of  the 

ORIGINAL    FIRST    BEAST,  the   SUCCesSOr   of 

the  PAGAN  DRAGON,  or  the  political  head 
of  the  MODERN  ROMAN  EMPIRE  ;  in  that 
capacity  to  subserve  the  further  purposes  of 
Providence, 

The  same  seems  also  to  answer  to  the  stone 
cut  out  without  hands  ofmen^  and  ordained  to 
fall  upon  the  image,  "  on  its  feet^\  or  in  its 

giving  you  some  easy  and  suitable  vehicle  of  accommodation  I 
Thus,  when  Joshua  said — **  suh,  stand  thou  still  upon  Gib- 
con" — he  was  incorrect  in  respect  to  modem  philosophy,  but 
was  understood  so  much  the  better  by  the  auditors  then  pre- 
sent. And  thus  the  number  of  the  beast  is  said  to  be  construct- 
ed  agreeably  to  the  common  usage  of  men  at  that  time. .  - 
*  Daniel  li. 
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declining  days,  and  at  the  point  of  time  fixed 
in  the  books  of  prophecy  for  its  destruction. 
This  breaking  up  of  powers,  cemented  by  re- 
ligious superstition,  and  grown  over  by  the 
rust  of  great  antiquity,  (although  compounded 
of  heterogeneous  materials,  "  iron  mixed  with 
miry  clayl* )  is  the  effect  of  this  power  given 
to  the  SUN  to  scorch  men  with  its  intolerable 
heat.  It  commences  with  exactions  and  spo- 
liations of  a  new  description^  and  which  carry 
the  fierceness  of  the  heat  of  tyranny  into  their 
king^s  chambers^  the  counting  houses  of  their 
merchants^  and  the  formerly  secure  and  peace- 
ful dwellings  of  domestic  life.  Rapacious  an-- 
negations  of  territory  succeed ;  and  are  fruit- 
lessly opposed  by  a  ruinous  and  self-destroying 
resistance,  and  desolating  insurrections  of  the 
conquered;  which  only  end  in  a  grievous 
augmentation  of  the  pressure,  a  stronger  gripe 
of  the  lion's  paw,  and  a  more  intolerable  an- 
guish from  the  scorching  beams  of  the  SUN 
that  is  appointed  to  torment  them. — "  In  that 
day  Egypt  shall  be  like  unto  women :  and  it 
shall  be  afr^d  and  fear,  because  of  the  shak- 
ing of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  which 

M   2         ' 
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he  ^iabcth  py^i}:."*  "  J^  sword  ]b  upon  aQ 
/il^  miftgkci  people  that  ^e  in  the  midst  of  hey, 
ai^d  thqy ^  shall  become  as  women  :  a  #word  is 
upon  her  treasures^  and  tbey  sball  be  ribbed} 
a  drought  is  upon  her  waters^  and  they  shall 
be  dried  up.  For  it  is  thje  land  of  gra- 
ven IMAG5S,  f«i4  tl^ey  2^re  mad  upoa  their 

idok^'t 

This  destiny^  severe  as  it  eeemSy  yet  docs  bu| 
reflect  the  image  of  tbetr  own^  former  exaction^ 
and  holy  spoli(itiQns  in  the  day  of  their  power 
?uid  arrogance.  They  had  lot^  crushed  the  peo* 
pie  of  God  with  the  most  grievous  oppression, 
and  now  they  are  themselves  trodden  down^  as 
straw  for  tie  dungbillyX  and  the  same  galling 
yoke  which  they  had  made  for  heretics^  is  fitted 
to  their  own  necks,  "  The  rod  of  him  that; 
smote  them  (with  papal  tyranny)  is  broken^i 
but  out  of  the  serpen fs  root  shall  come  fortt^ 

*  Isaiah  xix.  16.  f  ^^*  \  ^*^* 

X  Isaiah  xxv.  10.  See  Isaiah's  prophecy  of  the  spoiler 
spoiled,  (Isa.  xxxiii,  ],}  and  the  hypocritical  nation  by  diTin^ 
commission  given  up  a  prey  to  spoliation,  (Isa*  x.  6«)  S^tf^ 
xiii*  p.  S47. 
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a  .cQck^trJce,  ^ad  kk  frwit  sbaU  be  ^JieryjpytK^ 

"  PpRresaoa  will  make  a  wise  man  m^d," 
sa^  Spjpnion  j  but  mea  under  the  influence 
of  a  spirit  qf  iwfatu^tiqn  are  inade  fools  by  it^ 
*7l^eir  l)igptry  and  sup^rsHtipn  1$  only  the 
nipre  increased  t^y  the  ro4  w^xifih  scourges  i|i 
Far  from  repenting,  or  giying  glory  to  Go4 
himself,  who  alone  l^^as  t}^^  controul  of  theise 
judgments  in  his  own  hfn^s,  they  fly  tQ  th^ 
shnnes  of  their  Ma nyzziM^  or  protecting 
gods,  and  worshipped  relics ,  and  necromai^ 
tie  INCANTATIONS,  and  holy  processjonji, 
and  all  the  sacred  mumix^ery  oji  t\kdv  spirltuai 
iflchantmcntSy  to  avert  the  evil  which  is  still 
aggravated  by  the  blasphem.ous  idolatry. 

**  And  the  fifth  angel  poured  out  his  idal 
upon  the  seat  of  the  beast,  and  bis 
kingdom  was  full  of  darkness  :  and  they 
gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain,  and  blaspbeni'- 
€4  the  Cgd  of  heaven  because  of  their  pains 
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and  their  ^tt%and  repented  not  of  their  deeds!^ 
— This  resembles  the  ninth  plague  of  Egypt, 
which  was  "  smitten  with  darkness^  even  dark- 
ness that  might  be  felt***  These  judgments, 
m  every  step,  have  made  nearer  and  nearer 
approaches  to  the  throne  and  person  of 
the  arch-apostate  himself.  His  own  kingdom 
is  novf filled  with  real  darkness^  by  a  judg- 
ment sent  upon  his  very  seat  ;  in  just  retri- 
bution of  that  artificial  darkness  which  he  had 
.  wickedly  spread  over  the  christian  world,  by 
covering  up  the  light  of  its  sun, — ^withdraw- 
ing the  holy  scriptures  from  the  use,  and  even 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  people,  and  tramp- 
ling them  under  his  feet;  reviling  them  with 
opprobrious  names,  and  committing  them  to 
the  fire. as  a  common  nuisance,  and  the  pesti-? 
lent  disturbers  of  the  church's  peace,  f 

*  Exodus  X.  22 ;  Psalm  cv,  28, 

f  "  When  they  shall  say  unto  you,  eeek  unto  them  that 
have  familiar  spirits  ;  and  unto  wizzards,  that  peep  and  that 
mutter:" — (to  popish  priests  and  lying  monks,  the  writers  of 
ffibulous  legends  of  the  saints,  which  ^t  dealt  out  \q  thf  people; 
instead  of  lessons  of  Holy  Scripture. ) — **  Should  not  a  people 
seek  unto  their  God,"— (should  they  apply) — **  for  the  Ttving 
to  the  B^dn  ? — To  the  law  and  to  the  testimonv,"— (|hei 
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The  xftan  of  sin' had  consigned  hiihsdf  to  a 
voluntary  darkness,  and  lo !  darkness  is 
sent  upon  him  against  his  will:  such  a  dark- 
ness as  the  prince  of  darkness  loveth  not.  For 
although  spiritual  darkness  is  comfortable  to 
error  and  wickedness,  political  darkness  is  an 
intolerable  pain.  "  Let  their  way  be  dark 
and  slippery ^^  said  David,*  "  and  let  th$  ai^ei 
of  the  Lord  persecute  them  j"— which  seems  to 
allude  to  this  vial  of  God^s  wrath  in  the  hands 
of  the  fifth  angel.  "  Sit  thou  silent  and  get 
thee  into  darkness y  O  daughter  of  the  chaldeans^ 
for  thou  shalt  no  more  be  called  the  lady  of 

Bible  and  the  Testament,) — "  if  they  speak  not  according  to 
this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them  J*  Isa.  viii.  1 9, 20. 
Their  darkness  is  first  wilful,  before  it  become  judicial.*— 
They  prohibit  the  scriptures,  or  else  give  them  out  spiced,  at 
men  do  medicated  feeds  to  their  cattlcM  They  shut  out  all  the 
books  of  the  reformers,  and -even  books  of  their  own  authors 
in  which  the  reformed  doctrines  are  only  recited  in '  order  to  be 
confuted.  They,  purge,  interpolate,  and  amend. the  writings 
of  the  fathers^  and  other  authorities  unfavorable  to  holy  church* 
— ^Their  pious  frauds  must  not  be  brought  to  light*  Even 
their  Index  Expuroatorius  is  not  now  to  be  seen  out  of  safe 
hands. — Thus  they  say  unto  you-~"  Seek  only  unto  *wi%%ariisy 
that  peep  and  that  mutter y^*  &c, 

*  Psalm  XXXV.  6. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


m 

tingibms.'*  ^^  And  in  that  day  they  b^U  roar 
agamgt  them  like  the  roariag  of  the  sea :  and 
if  one  loc^  unto  the  land,  behold  darkness 
and  sorrow  J  and  the  light  is  darkened  in  tkt 
heavens  tbereef?^'\  *'  They  shaitf  pass  thrcagh 
it  hardly  bestead  and  hungry:  and  it  shall 
eome  to  pass,  that  when  they  shall  b6  hungry, 
diey  *dl  free  theiBselre*,  and  curse  their 
Mng  and  their  God,  and  look  iipward*'—^(for 
i*litf  which  shall  not  come.) — -^  And  they 
iSbiH  look  unto  the  earth ;%  and  behold,  troubi^ 
and  darkness^  cKmness  of  anguish ;  and  they 
shalf  be  drrven  to  ddrkness^^ 


*  Isaiah  xItu*  5*  f  Isaiah  v.  30. 

%  The  BAHTH  Bcemd  to  be  the  emblem  which,  in  all  the 
prophecies  on  this  subject,  is  put  for  the  ^tzvLxwi^  or  pa- 
trimony OF  THE  CHURCH,  attd  th6  temporal  potrer  of  the 
paptcy,  out  of  which  he  rises,  (Rev,  xiii.  11,}  after  the  firm 
establishment  of  the  first  beast,-  or  christian  roman  empire, 
which  rose  ot]^  of  the  8£A,  or  nations  of  the  world.  In  this 
state  of  persecution,  when  the  apostate  church  koketh'to  its 
once  omnipotent  head  for  protection  against  the  scorching  snuy 
it  sees  the  sun  of  the  chtn^h  setting  in  total  darkness ;  and  all 
his  satellites  •<  driwn  to  datintssJ^ 

j  Isaiah  viii.  21,  22, 
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These  pertinent  passages  of  the  hxAj  pro* 
phets  of  God,  from  whom  this  vial  of  dark* 
nets  is  sent  upon  the  kingdom  of  the  beast, 
shew  plainly  what  kind  of  daiimess  it  will  be; 
9ipoUticaI  darkness y  more  grievous  to  them 
than  either  moral  or  religious  darkness  :*  for 
in  these  they  have  willingly  sat,  and  here  have 
laid  the  foundations  of  their  throQe.t  J^^ 
CSirist  is  the  true  light  thst  lighteth  every  man 
that  Cometh  into  the  wc^d,  but  antichrist  is 
darkness  personified.  ^  He  that  hath  my 
word,**  says  God,  *•  let  him  speak  my  word 
faithfully,  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat,  ssath 
the  Lord  ?*':{:  ^  If  they  had  stood  in  my 
counsel,  and  had  caused  my  people  to  hear 
my  words,  then  they  should  have  turned 
them  from  their  evil  way,  and  from  the  evil 
of  their  doings,  but  they  commit  adultery  and 

'  *  Ezekid  xxxS.  7 ;  Amm  ▼•  18» 

t  Our  yetted  Lord  compares  the  nTiag  doctrines  of  his 
goijpAtogoodtiedt  and  tbote  of  antichrist  (which  is  a  coUection 
of  the  worst  heresies  that  have  at  sundry  periods  appeared  in 
the  church)  to  lad  tad^  town  by  an  enemy ^  in  the  silence  and 
darkness  of  night,  while  the  husbandmen  slept.  Matt.  ziii.  2^« 

\  5tT.  xxiii.  28, 
VOL.  II.  2f 
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%palk  in  Hes  ;  they  sire»^tbett  also  the  bands  ^ 
evil  docrs^  that .  fiO09  doth  rctunx  from  his 
wickedness/'*^  (abaolutioas  can  be  pur^hsu^ 
with  money)  withoqt  repeotaoce^)**-^^  Th^ 
^e  all  of  them  luito  sqie  as  Sqbo^^  9iid  th« 
inhabitants  ther^  as  Gopiqy^^,"^  .        ;  <.  , 

From  the  genial  import  of  these,  propbet 
i^esy  I  think  k  may  be  conduced  thsA  tho 
fiaikness  thrown  orer  the  spiritual  empire  of 
iintichrist  by  the  tI^I  of  the  fifth  angel^  wiU 
be  the  extinctian  ^t^e  sun  of  their  empire^  of 
the  putting  down  of  th^  temporal  aioid.  political 
power  and  greatness  of  thQ  papacy;  insomuch^ 
that  tbpugh  the  popedom  still  subsists,  yet  i; 
is  in  a  state  of  darkness  and  eclipse,  and  shines 
not  with  the  heat  or  splendour  of  a  sun  in  tb^ 
political  heavens  as  formerly* 

This  gi*eat  change  is  not  expressed  heiein: 

theusudl  manner,  and  by  the  customaxy  ifi« 

gurcs  of  the  stsn  turned  into  darkness^  and  the 

stars  falling  from  their  orbits^  &c.  because 

' .  "  '  •  'i 

■**-*■'  ( 

*  Jer,  xxiii.  14%  .  .   - 
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that  vNxild  haw  bccaffioned  a  conlusion  in  the 
allegc»7^  and  cdnsequendjr  a  roisconcepti^n  of 
the  meaning  intended.  For  the  SON,  or 
^  e»8ting  Tcpresentatite  of  the  iMP£liiA£ 
POwBB,  had  just  befc^e  recmed  a  gr&it  aug^ 
meAtf^iiKHi  of  ita  Ught  and  force^  even  to  the 
scorching  of  the  papal  world  with  its  in«- 
tupportaUe  heat^  and  tbis  cbangey  effected 
yppn  ^  once  gloriou&and  resplendent  seat 
pp  THB  9EAST,  is  one  of  the  consequences 
*of  it.  The  ^h  vial  is  therefore  poi^red  not 
upon  tbe  sun  of  the  empire^  but  upon  the 
icat  oftbebcasty  which  in  the  sphere  of  his 
catholic  despotism  was  its  si7N,  and  immediT 
ate  darkness  over  all  his  kingdom^  and  con^ 
stemation  ensues^  by  the  degradation  ^  tbti 
popjs  from  his- rank  of  a  soyereiga  potentate, 
tbe  seizure  of  bis  territories  and  bis  reve.ttues$ 
tbe  extinction  of  bis  usurped  and  pretended 
rigbts^  tbe  robbery  of  bis  treasures ^  and  even 

tbe  iMPRfSONMSNT  of  bis  PERSON. 

Thus,  as  it  was  foretold  in  this  hiatoricaj 
series  of  prophecieSjj  that  the  ten  horns,,  which 
for  nxany  centuries,  by  the  will .  of  God.  (of 


N-  2 
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ntlKTy  agreeably  to  die  fordmowkdge  of 
God  that  80  it  would  be^)  lad  uwiutty  u/Aeid 
lie  pride  and  power  of  ibe  wbjore^  by  their 
blind  submission  to  her  atrc^ant  preteiuioQS 
and  i^icked  usuppations,  ehould  one  day  be* 
tome  her  enemies,  and  work  her  down&ll ; 
so  now  we  see  this  latter  part  of  the  prophe- 
cy fulfilling,  as  ages  past  have  witnessed  the 
former  part.  The  ejldest  son  of  thb 
CHURCH,  and  the  most  favored,  which  in* 
vested  the  papacy  with  its  solah  rays* 
and  TRiPPLK  CROWN,  has  been  the  fore^ 
most  and  chief  agent  in  pouring  upon  its 
SEAT  this  viai  of  darkness^  in  which,  before 
this  plague  is  fully  spent,  he  will  probably  be 
joined  by  other  kindred  spirits  ;  as  the  devo- 
tion towards  the  pretended  head  of  the  church 
has  considerably  abated,  and  hi^  once  fasdr- 
nating  enchantments  have  lost  their  force* 

The  egyptian  plague  of  darkness;  to  which 
this  of  MYSTIC  Babvlon  is  analogous,  lasted 
three  days.—**  There  was  a  thick  darkness  in 
all  the  Isfnd  of  Egypt  three  days.  They  saw 
not  one  another,  neither  ro^e  any  from  his* 
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^wx  fat  three  daya»''*i^If  the  andogy  hdUt 
in  this  drtmnstaneet  (which  howorer  ia  jiot 
at  idi  necessaiytothe  prof^becy^)  the  spleodoc 
oi  the  PAPAL  suK  will  be  in  some  measure 
testoredy  at  die  expiiation  of  three  yeairs  of 
darkness,  perfa^^  by  the  oqprice  of  the  same 
despotic  power  which  has  now  (without  any 
ottensible  res^on  hdd  farth|) .  totally  exdn-! 
gtttshed  its  Ught  But  for  t]}e  cectain  ex* 
pectation  of  this  we  have  not  the  same  strong 
l^und  of  authority,  wlucfa  we  had  for  the 
d^^dation  of  the  popedom.  For  Isaiah  says 
of  mystic  Babylon,  that  she  shsdl  be  no  more 
called  ^^  tbt  lady  of  kingdoms  y^T^Imperiai 
Rome^  twice  the  mistr£SS  of  the  would^ 
once  by  arms,  zmi  again  by  mpers(iti0n« 

This  darkness,  which  suddenly  overahadowt 
die  throne  and  kingdom  of  the  bba9t,  Gon« 
jointly  with  the  pains  aridng  frpm  their  for« 
mer  plagues,  we  find,  drives  them  to  the  ut* 
most  excess  of  their  blasphemous  superstidon, 
but  induces  no  proper  reflecdon  upon  the 
cause  wherefore  this  great  evil  is  sept  upon 
them,  and  effects  i¥>  repentance.      ^  The 
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^idedvaU'M  ik  dm4nesf^  tbeyhtcm  fat  ai 
what  ibey  stmmBie:^^^'  b^t  torthe/npri^t  dieK 
asbcth  liglit  la^jtUocr^accatioQal)  datkoMs ; 
!^the.pitk.a£  theLJii^t  is4L  Bhimag/light.''-^ 
Theyt  who  have  miked  ^vlf  in  crookod 
{MtthSy  too  intticate  lo  be  traced  back  in  safet^r 
ivfaeti^he  day  i!)f  :^0Dnune«  and  diick  daik^ 
Bees  ovmakMs  itheBi,  ««  then  left  whoiiy 
vxihmt  counsdy  and  know  noc  what  coorst 
to  takeb  This,  prophetic  darkness  therefore 
in^>Hes  the  distreas  and  perplexity  of  the  pav 
pal  ooonctls^  in  an  emergency  of  so  great 
diffiouky,  and  which  they  were  so  little  pre-* 
pared  to  expect^  or  to  contend  with.  ^  All 
^bc  p^n  (jf  thy  ^nftdatacy  hav^  brought  thee 
even  .to  the  border;  tbc  men  that  were  at 
peace  with  tbee  have  deceived  tbee^  and  pre- 
▼ailed  against  thee;./i&r^  that  eat  tby  triad 
bave  l^d  a  umnd  under  tbee:  there  i^p^te 
uuderjtmdhg  in  ^'mh--*Shall  I  not  in  that 
d^y^  siuith  the  .liOfd^  eve»  dutrcy  tbe  uise 
vm.wf  ^f  Edsfh  t^  nndexiptandiog  out  of 
thft  MouQt  gf  Esa!ih''t. 
••;•      .:.   ::  I:-;  ;  -  ''     •  •  .  .      ■ 

#  proverb*  ir.a«i\.  f^Mtff^t  f^  W.  xSji.ll|  1*  . 
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The  fif)f^.<if  Goditreimtl^al>)yccm^ 
cms  m  tl^  jiittice  q£  this  puxuslxmeat^  tiid  m€^ 
thod  oC  cetnlktiDQ^:  agreeably  to  his  declares^ 
rijile  :-^-  They  thai  despise  me  shall' he  light-^ 
ly  estjeetnedy''  and  to.  them  that  ;'^  lave  dari^ 
mss  rather  tbun  Bgbty*  kisii^'beseMupoa 
tbenptii.    The  eyes  of  the  Lix'fi.K  boitw,  ot 
thait  sipgidar  sagsfcity  and  worldly  wisdom  by 
VBfhjkh  the  PAPACY  was  in  all  s^es  emioendy 
distingmsH^dt  hOTiag  been  2^;  remarkably  mis^ 
applied^  and  directed  sdety  to  the  iacrease  ol 
their  own  power  and  wealth,  and  the  msdniM 
tenance  of  all  the  claims  that  any  c£  thdbr 
predecessors  had  (ever  so  arrogantly  or  om- 
juady)  pretended  to:  never  toi^adv^tage 
of  religion,  the  glory  o£  God,  or  the  peace  ofi 
tlbfi  world;  biit  in  cfirect  opposkimx  to  them 
dl]«^    The  piivUeges  of  the  churc^  aiaid  ail 
the  hocii9  pocus  of  their  rdigiow  mummery 
und  r0fug€  qf  iies^  required  to  he  boJstcred  up 
by  bod)  the  power  of  the  tword,  and  by  spu 
ritual  mtrigfier    Danidl  haisf  therefore  deseribed 
thifi  sipgular  prodtv^n  z^  A  HOkN,  amongst 
the  ten  horns,  or  a  temporal  potentate, 
but  having  eyes  Uke  the  eyes  of  a  man,  and 
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both  waUlfulJwfavorabk  i^pportunities^  and 
jiao  dl  strength  enwgb  to  nudtt  Ins  own  ust  tf 
{hem,  no  matter  by  what  right  or  reasc»h  Of 
what  nature  those  £Y£S»  and  that  watchful- 
siess  of  thb  crafty  watchman  would  be,  our 
Saviour  has  intimated  in  his  prophetic  par-^ 
^Ue.— ^  The  light  of  the  body,  said  he,  is 
the  itye.  If  therefore  thine  eye  be  single,  thy 
whole  body  shaU  be  fuU  of  light  But  if 
thine  eye  be  evil,  thy  whole  body  shall  be 
full  of  darkness.  If  therefore  the  light  that 
is  in  thee  be  darkness^  how  great  is  that  dark<» 
nessr* 

The  plague  of  darknesHs  implies  also  a  ju» 
dicial  strengthening  of  their  toils,  by  the 
strong  delusion  of  fanaticism^  €md  bigotry  td 
their  errors^  being  increased  and  not  lessened 
by  thdr  sufferings,  that  if  they  repent  not, 
and  come  not  out  of  Babylon,  they  may  at 
last  fall  into  the  net  prepared  for  their  pu* 
nishment :  or,  as  the  prophet  in  two  several 
places  describes  the  progressive  sts^es  of  their 

♦  Matt,  tL  £2, 
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deJtftkstlofl.  "That  they  may  gb-^atid  fait 
^ikva^^-'^tid  be  iroken-^-^and  stidred-^zxid 
iaktn!^  Or^  •  ad  the  same  \%  repeated  bf  the 
same  apostate^  fromi  God,-—"  which  will  not 
sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts  himself,  nor  let 
hitA  be  their  fear,  lior  let  him  be  theii:  dread. 
But  he  shall  be  (not  for  a  sanctuary  to  them  ; 
but)/?/-  tf  ^tone  sf  stumblings  and  for  a  rock  of 
offence.  And  niany  of  them  shall  stumble'-^ 
and  J^//~and  be  broken-r-^xid  snared-r-zxid 
Ja^en.^'^\, 

tJnder  the  mifltleiKJe  6f  k  delusion  siniilar  to 
that  which  fell  upon,  th?,  jew?^  ^.nd  Jed  ti^em 
into  the  snare  of  the  diivin€  jtidgootents^  <he 
"wdtishfppefrs  df  the  BfeA^t^r«pentn6e  bf  tlicir' 
deeds,'  but  by  persevering  in  idolatrous  errors 
ihcj  \i![!i\j^  God  of  heaven; 

.  '.:    ./:    ..•.•.-.;'.•  •     .     •:     '      '   ''^        '  ' //  .  i  '  ;•;  -! '  :■    ^M 

ia  alnpnoistt^  same  ,wpi:4^>,s|nd.ijgi;t^e;9apie  singular  intfrrupte^ 
mamfer  gjf  atf«r^ta«,  Jjpf^^.fvi^otly  sojcae  great  event  in  Tiew^-^— 
TJ^fiafture  ^f  tife  jefwi^U  agp^e8,.a^d.liefallr  of  iIcjumJ^ 
is  dawVt)flf8/^i^y  op^  ,Qi  i^  n^iM^jakyfhii^ 

VOL.  II.  O 
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seeing  thus  by  spiritus^l  sorceries*  the  re- 
iDOval  of  their  pains  and  ^^ir  %ores :  and  thay 
imbibe  a  deeper  hatred  against  the  truth,  and 
an  inveterate  desire  o£  revenge  upon  its  advo^ 

*  The  charge  of  inchantbients  and  s<hicbrv  is  freq|u<^Qt- 
ly  brought  kk  prophecy  against  *•  the  well.fieivQred  harlot,  the 
■I STRESS  of  wiTCRCRAf  TS»  that  scUtti  nofhtts  through  h^ 
whondons,'  and  fanilief  through  her  vitchcravts*"  (Nah. 
lit  4)  She  is  called  the  $ORCi;itEM  and  the  wrorb  k  Is^tab 
Ifii*  S«  And  that  it  is  she  hersdf,  and  not  anoAer^  that  is 
meant  in  these  passage*  of  the  ancient  prophets,  St  John  haa 
bluntly  discovered  to  all  her  lovers,  by  pinning  a  hbel  td  her 
stomacher,  (Rey.  is.  91 }  x?iii.  23;  xxi,  8 ;  xxii.  15.) 

The  «aper8titioua  pncticcs  (imits^  &pm  the  heathens, 
and  more  allied  to  magic  than  to  Christianity^)  vdtb  which  the 
popish  system  abounds,  may  perhaps  be  principally  meant ;  But^ 
f^  prpphedea  of.popcey  have  wendeifnUy  recetred  (for  the 
moat  psivt)  a  ftcre/aa  wdl  aa  a  figurative  acoompKshiMi^viw- 
They  have  been  notoriously  fidfilled  in  the  dkarges  of  whoK- 
dom  and  sodomy,  &c.  and  diere  is  equally  abundant  and  strong 
c^ence  that  AcrttAt  magic  and  sorcery  vrett  prafitioediii 
the  dark  ages,  which  there  is  no  reason  to  asciibe  to  the  slan* 
derand  envy  of  the  ignorant,  (aa  in  the  case  of  some  few  men 
bf  emment  abifities  and  leamfaig,  fbr  no  ether  reasenniQustly 
Recused.)  Flatinai  and  other  Ustoriognpheri  of  tbdrowii 
reKg^ofl,  assure  us  that  twenty  two  of  the  popes  gave  thenft 
selves  to  the  devH,  fbr  his  help  hi  gaining  die  d%nity  of  tlte 
fopedemi  and  they  vnrt  mA  monsters  of  cveiylmagftiabfc 
Vfickednessy  to  eve«f  BeUtnnhie  hlmsdF  acknowledgef,  ^t 
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eates ;  imfM^g  to  the  heussy  ci  the  pro-* 

TESTANTS,  aod  llOt  thft  APOSt ACY  of  PA- 
PISTS, the  anger  of  heaven  viable  in  their 
aoainkuinted  calamities. 


there  waa  nothing  lett  but  this  to  fill  up  their  measure*  Seve« 
ral  of  ike  popes  I7ei«  MAOiC IAN s  and  mckoMAircfiRs,  atid 
jdut  ^e  jj^racticie  of  si^  art«  was  Its  ftieqiaent  in  the  conveatf 
as  other  abominations^  the  church  Ustory  attests^  See  Gre- 
gory's History  of  th^  Churchy  vol.  ii.  p.  276. 

'  To  6ay  nothing  of  die  re{>eated  intfances  of  popes  pbisoning 
their  en^f^s  ifi^h  %he  iiost^  ^  cdnstciated  'vraier,  or  cf  Poft 
Theodorus  imreotiiig  Hifkahted  ini;  for  in  «acoo^si«mcatin|^ 
Phy&k.us>  piitriarch  rf  ContfanhnqpUi  th^t  he  might  be  sur^ 
of  sending  him  to  the  deril  compledtly,  ht  infused  certain  drops 
ojfhe  tantecraud  cup  into  the  ink,  V^^th  which  he  wrote  the 
aentente  of  cursing  against  him^)  and  other  like  inchantments 
of  that  kind ;  the  whole  popish  system  is  nojthing  else  but  in* 
'  (shantinjent  In  er^ry  part* 

Tl^  perfoMiatice  of  the  mass*  with  the  spriiikjmg  of  holy 
water,  the  muttering  unintelligible  wordsi  change  of  testments , 
Sequent  crossings  aad  other  antic  gestioulationa  of  ^he  priest^ 
bears  the  nearest  affinity  to  a  piece  of  coiijUR4tioii*  For 
wiiat  haadiriatia&ity.  to  4o  with  Uitse  thkigs  i  or  with  akaxiB| 
jmd  caadkf  bunuog  upon  them  by  day  as  weU  as  night  I  and 
09UGi&»s>  incetm^  the  elevatiou  pf  th^  host^  and  the  tinkling 
tff  a  bell  f(»  the  idolatrous  adoration  of  it  by  the  people  i 
'-  Ttie  hocus  pocua  of  tftAitsofi^TANTiATiov,  the.saorikgt* 
iOitt  vlbb^ft  iii  the  one  i»a«yamait»  and  the  adulteration  6f  the 
flj^T  ynOx  sld^^  oilj  and  other  additions  y  and  degradbg.  tWn 
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Thkis  ideplox^ble  dutkoes^  Itidced!  eren 
darkness  wfeich  imght^be  fe&.r :  5ut  iacase^ 
of  great  crijoxin^lky  agaj n$t  lights  ^d  reir^ooi 
and  conscience,  even  this,  is  si^metim99  met 
with  in  the  world.  It  is  beyond  the  power 
of  imagination  itself  to  fathom  the  incredible 
;nfatuadoQ,  which  determined  obstiqacy  in 
evil  does  at  length  induce  upon  the  min<k  of 
sinners,  forsaken  of  the  illuminating  spirit  of 
grace,  because  they  first  h^ve  departed  out  of 
the  way:  "Saying  untq  the  seers,  see  not» 
and  to  the  prophets,  prophesy  unto  us  smooth 
things,  prophesy  deceits ;  cause  the  Holy  One' 
of  Israel  to  cease  from  before  us;' '     If  this  be 


both  to  the  level  of  the  five  pofMsh  sacramenta  j<Hnf;d  with  b^pn 
tiun  and  the  Lord-s  fl^PIH^  by  ^  pft{nstai  has  more  of  infant- 
ment  than  religion  ii)  i^. 

Their  false  nurapkfl*  ^tkious  reUques*  piout  frauds*  and 
tampering  with  the  acnpturesy  are  eufiKcient  to  tttbttantitte  the 
prophetic  ^icouation  of  «.orcsey  ;f--asid  the  doctriae  of  pna* 
^ATQJij,  ai^d  the  whole  ayrtem  of  ioiquily  fooadcd  i^pon  itt 
the  <<  cove^ta  *vh^  hdl  and  iaOki*  indolgepdes  and  pasdona# 
viaioxMi  and  apparitions,  revelatigns,  lyiid  ^onfensoces  with  tha 
dead,  prayers  for  and  to  ^e  dead,  misapl^  pi;el«iidedly  wroi^t 
by  them,  and  superstitions  established  upon  (heir  albdfed  ^ttt 
tbprity,  all  this  can  be  caUecj  little  el§ejlian  nccrjnufiru^'^    : .  i;* 
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not  the  zttml  wmds  of  skinen^  thdr  persecu* 
don  of  the  truth  speaks  it  for  them.  St  Paul 
describes  them  as  ^^  having  consciences  seared 
with  a  hot  iran^  speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy l^''^ 
and  in  short,  as  erery  way  destitute  of  all  can* 
dour  and  truth. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  men  professing 
the  gospel  of  Christy  in  almost  any  shape, 
iiould  jfcmibly  arrive  at  so  great  a  perfecdon 
in  the  mystery  of  iniquity.*     But  history  has 

P  If  it  shcmld  be  tbougbt  that  the  features  of  the  popish 
apoetacy^  in  this  poitntity  are  drawn  too  hard,  and  ate  too  hide* 
ous  ever  to  have  had  a  real  existence  in  imture  and  Act,  it  most 
be  considered  that  this  is  a  collective  view  of  s^  the  pro|lbetic 
drawings  of  the  beast*  in  various  attitudes,  and  with  the  dif- 
ferent contortions  of  his  features,,  at  different  periods  of  his  age* 
And  that,  in  order  to  draw  Kkmesm  hy  un^pdum^  or  with  a 
prophetic  pencilr  such  a  portrait  4nu«t  be  finished  as  shall  give 
an  accurate  representation  of  what  the  subject  of  the  painting 
will  be  vpm  the  whoU^  that  in  every  age  it  may  be  known.— 
The  Qoontraaace  of  a  Nero  doubtless  would  not  at  every  period 
^  his  lile  have  betrayed  all  the  sanguinary  ferocity  which  lurk* 
fd  in  his  nature,  and  in  due  time  would  be  conspicuous  in  his 
ttpect^  by  corresponding  features.  This  prophetic  comspec« 
tVS  of  POPERY  is  no  more  than  what,  upon  the  whole,  that 
igfitematic  wickedne$8  would  actually  attain  to,  but  not  ^hqt. 
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furnished  tfte'  many  batmiUe  proofs  a^usc 
popery,  in  respect  to  all  the  chaiges  biought 
agaiast  hex  by  the  protestatits^  frcmi  the  pn>i 
phetlc  writings  in  particulate  and  th6  whole 
scripttire  in  general,  to  admit  of  the  plea  of 
the  romanists,  that  those  descriptions  of  th<r 
prophets  do  not  apply  to  the  church  of  Rome^ 
or  if  they  do,  are  to  be  considered  as  mere  by^ 
ptrtfck  and  fgun^  Their  own  writers  bear 
einideQCe  what  spirit  they  are  of,  and  what 

k  eontintted  to  be  at  aU  times  %  or  what  it  may  be  upon  an  estimate 
taken  at  the  ptesent  day*  The  modern  beast  has  not  been 
gorged  with  faunin  flesh  latterly»  «ad  his  vegetMe  Sd  ha$ 
wrought  a  coiretpohdiiig  saiUaess  in  his  aspeet,  by  attemper* 
atiug  his  atrabiiioas  hanouia,  bat  his  censck^tioa  is  aot  alter? 
edatt(Qnatty.~ 

Cor  libi  restat  idem<-^on  tibi  praesto  fidem* 

The  blood  of  saints  she  doth  not  spiU,-^whs^t  then  ? 
This  is  no  pledge  but  that  she  will  again. 

•Hie  contrariety  of  names  and  characters  under  which  the 
poptah  system  is  represented  in  prophecy^  is  agreeable  to  thft 
usual  Kcence  and  metaphotiod  stile  of  the  prophetic  writers  ;* 
and  if  it  Wanted  any  justification,  it  ha«  received  it  from  th^ 
adoption  of  the  same  by  the  papists,  who  call  the  popa  ti» 
church's  fon--^dther'-^mQtber*'^f9nse*^ic£ii-^s0t'WiiP}'^^i  St9 
Section  ix.  p.  251 .  •  ^ 
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doctrines  popish  zeal  was  capable  of  advanc* 
ing,  and  what  practices  the  cause  of  holy 
church  could  justify:  the  most  candid  of 
their  apologists  being  founds  on  almost  all  the 
points  in  controversy,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  apostles,  and  having  as  little  scruple,  when 
their  hand  was  in,  to  contradict  their  Master 
too. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SECTION  xxiir. 


The  sixth  ^ial  makes  preparation  for  tSe  restoma* 
rjoN  of  THE  jEfrSj  by  the  fall  of  the  Tuexiss 
MMPIXM9  and  in  its  consequences  becomes  a  plague 
of  the  FAFAL  APOsrACY — The  state  of  the  world 
at  this  period  a  general  subjection  to  an  universal 
tyranny.* ^-^The  head  of  the  aposiacy  (ejected 
from  royal  and  independent  sovereignty  by  the 
effect  of  the  fifth  plague  J  is  stiledfrom  henceforth 
THE  FALSE  FROPJffET. — An  hopcful  schcmc  set  on 
foot  against  the  church  of  the  witnesses  ostensibly^ 
but  against  Christianity  itself  in  design* 

^^  And  the  sixth  angel  poured  out  His  vial 
upon  the  great  river  Euphrates ;  and  the  water 
thereof  was  dried  upy  that  the  way  of  the  kings 
of  the  east  might  he  prepared.^  Late  events 
have  enabled  us  to  give  a  better  account  of 

*  I  am  reiy  desirous  of  resemng  one  exceptt9n  to  the  Wtt- 
versality  of  this  new  empire. 
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-^t  five  preceding  ?bl8,  than  we  ci^ti  as  yet 
iio  o£vrliat  followa  in  this  vidon.  It  will  be 
ckaily :;uod«8tood  by  the  event,  in  no  long 
time  hence,:  who  these  figurative  kings  of 
THE  EAST  really  are ;- and  what  the  mystical 
RIVER.  Euphrates  is,  which  at  pre§ent  op- 
poses an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  their  pass- 
age. For.  God  wiU  once  a;gain  "finish  the 
work,  and  cut  It  short  m  righteousness ;  be- 
cause a  ?hort  work  will  the  Lord  make  upon 
Ae  earth,"  when  the  time  of  Israel's  re^- 
DEMPTiON  draweth  nigh. 

.  The  holy  land  is  the  lot  of  their  inheritance* 
They  were  ejected  out  of  it  for  their  sins  and 
unbeUef,  yet  not  without  many  ir^cdlikle  pro^ 
misex  of  a  return^  the  glory  aftd  happiness  of 
which  should  exceed  even  the  sorrows  of  jheir 
departure.  "  The  sons  of  strangers  shall  build 
up  thy  walls,  and  their  kings  shall  minister. 
mAo  thee :  for  in  my  wrath  I  smote  thee,  tut- 
in  my  favour  have  I  bad  mercy  on  ^bee:  Thou 
shalt  also  suck  the  milk  of  the  gentiles,  and 
shalt  suck  the  breasts  of  kings,  and  tho^  sbali^ 
know  that  I  Jehovah  am  thy  Saviour^  at{4  thy 

VOL.  II.  p 
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Redeemer  the  Mighty  One  of  JaeoK"^  ¥or 
brass  I  will  bring  gold,  and  for  iron  I  \^ 
1>ring  silver,  suid  for  wood  brass,  a!|d  finr 
stoiies  iron.  And  I  will  also  make  thine  dS- 
eers  peace,  and  diine  exactors  righteousness.^* 
{Isa.  Ix,  10,  &c.)  ^  The  frinobs  eftbepeth- 
fie  are  gathered  togdher^*  says  the  psalmist,f 
^  even  the  people  (fthe  God  of  Abrabam.^'^^ 
And  again, — ^  When  he  shall  have  seaitered 
the  people  that  delight  in  war,  then  sbaU  tke 
PRINCES  eome  out  of  Egypt ^X  WWi  snch 
promises,  this  highly  favored  nation,  now 
made  ^  kings  and  priests  unto  God^^  and 
become  the  glory  of  the  earth,  may  wdl  de* 
serve  the  prophetic  designation  of  ^  the  kings 
OF  THE  EAST :"  and  the  nu»re  espedaUy  so^ 
as  it  is  ifi  all  thehr  prophedbs  imimated  that 

*  U  tkecf  CQi^  b^  l^yjiiQt  ippi4  to  dett^  tlut.  t^ 
ages  in  the  prophets^  so  numerous  and  so  express^  do  apply  to 
the  aisTORATiOK  Of  THi  JEWS,  and  not  to  the  exaltation  of 
^  eliristian  ehurch  only ;  the  remark  always  aetiompttiyiag 

W<>i4<^  V  ^h^  sufficient  to  dir^  us  to  that  appli^qn^  ^ 
the  jTEws  alone  do  still  douht  of  this,  and  will  have  that  doubt 
semoted  only  by  this  Tery  means* 

f  Pdahn  zlvii.  9.  t  P^^  IxTiii.  3I» 
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the  dcBtHiictioii  q(  pcpeiy  is  to  precedei  and 
make  way  for  the  events  which  are  to  lead 
Udc  the  jew$  to  the  Hdj  Lsi&d,  and  that 
Ihfiir  vi^tioii  wiU  cc^e  in  the  time  of  a  tre*- 
iwwdawpfaiitical  huniiSaQew^ 

^  We  8te  here  that  tl^  prepairsitiQa  jh(  thb 
gireat  fl^reot  be^Qixles  <me  of  the  plagues  <^ 
tibe  9$AST|  but  in  what  manner  time  aloge 
ji^  wkb  ceartsdoty  ui^oI4  That  the  delusuin 
mtA  upon  poperjr  ^d  its  advocates  is  str99^^ 
we  hs^ye  evidence  in  ^cts^  as  wdil  as  proo& 
of  hdj  vmt.  And  that  they  will  be. again 
ready  (if  restored  to  their  formed  sfs^e  of 
cbiBtsh  supremactj  icoA  ttpintual  tjranny.over 
the  conquered  worlds]  to  make  a  bolj  ivar  or 
crusade  of  every  thing  that  offers  itself  as  a 
mce^sary  means  of  upholding  the  holt  ro* 
MAK  CHUit<:H.  aNB  BMPlRg,  we  catmdt 
doubt ,  let  it  be  as  wicked  as  it  may,  or  how-* 
,iBvet  dearly  It  ,may  be  opposed  by  Gfod's 
Ifrard,  or  evda  hf  rfidNs  awjb  wonj>e»8 
youcHsafe(l  0n  such  an  t)oeasi(Hi.     Tbf  ttiam 

♦  SceSedtipnyi. 
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cfsin  has  magicians  on  his  part>  ready  to  dich 
fisLj  fbe  whole  energy  <if  Satan  in  h^ng  won^ 
Jersj  and  will  not  grudge  the  expenditure  of 
his  holy  atnniunition  in  such  a  cause.  And 
it  is  not  impossil^e  that  his  magiqians  may, 
in  this  mighty  contest  between  Christ  and 
Antichrist)  (without  their  participation  in  the 
deception)  be  empowered  (as  Hiiaroah^s  wer^) 
lo  work  some  really  supernatural  wond4ers(^ 
the  better  to  display  the  almighty  power  anli 
mercy  dE*  God,  in  favor  of  his  people,  and  hi» 
terrible  justice  upon  his  enemies. — For  they 
are  to  be,^  as  Pharoah  was,  by  some  unpei>- 
ceived  design  of  Providence,  entangled  in 
their  own  net,  and  ^  6c  broken^'-'-^nd  joared^ 
^^and  takenr  ^ 

The  TUKKs  are  still  in  possession  of  the 
Holy  Land,  and  form  a  bar  of  obstruction  to 
the  resettlement  of  the  jews,  tottering  indeed 
(equally  as  the  papacy  is)  on  its  foundations, 
and  the  removal  of  it  by  the  breakek, 
'wlHch  is  to  go  up  before  Israel,  may  be  the 
meaning  of  the  figurative  "  drying  up  of  the 
great  river  Euphrates  r  as  according  to  it^- 
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tcrpreters  m  general,  the  loosing  of  the  four 
angels  which  were  bound  in  the  great  river 
Euphrates,*  signifies  the  rise  (f  the  empire  of 
ibe  TURKS.  The  period  of  duration  also  al- 
lotted to  the  prevalence  of  the  imposture 
OF  Mohammed  in  the  east,  and  poprRY  in 
the  west,  appearing  to  be  the  same,  and  their 
decline  keeping  equal  pace,  gives  some  proba- 
bility to  the  conjecture.  The  peculiarity  in 
the  phrase  here  made  use  of  seems  to  coincide 
with  it ;  as  the  drying  up  of  a  great  river  is 
reversing  the  course  of  nature,  and  figuratively 
Implies  a  destructive  changef  in  the  present 
state  of  the  things  to  which  the  prophecy  is 
applied.  *  Thus,  when  the  empire  of  the 
TURKS  was  to  be  set  up^  and  commissioned 
•*  for  an  bour^  and  a  day^  and  a  montb^  and  a 
year^  to  slay  the  third  part  of  men,**  or  to 
wage  successful  wars  against  the  idolatrous 
christians  of  the  eastem  empire ;  then  the 
four  angels  bound  in  Euphrates y  were  let  loose. 
But  when  their  empire  is  to  be  broken  down^ 
and  give  place  to  the  original  inheritors  of  the 

f  Rcy.ix.  14.  ,        t  Heb.  xu.  27- 
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Holy  Land,  the  river  Euphrates  O^ma  wbich 
tfafiir  pccyphedc  character  and  ^isteiu^  u  d«« 
nv«d))  it  iM^  dried  up%  But  as  i^oph6-» 
dcs  are  somedints  falfilled  with  w(HiderfilI 
punctuality;  ewa  to  the  very  letter,  $o  it  may 
please  God  to  give  such  a  tokea  of  his  pre^ 
senoe  with  his  people,  as  he  did  when  they 
entered  the  Land  of  Promise,  under  the  con- 
duct of  Joshua,^  the  type  of  Jesus  Christi  as 
possibly  that  event  was  also  typical  of  theiic 
happy  resettlement,  under  the  auspices  of 
their  Messiah  and  true  Saviour^  ^  in  the  latter 

,  But  whatever  may  turn  out  to  be  the  real 
import  of  this  p^rt  of  the  prophecy,  it  8eem» 
certainly  to  imply  that  some  gres^t  (and.it  b 
to  b?  hoped  fin;tl)  eSbrt  wil^  be  made  by  the 
popish  powers,  and  directed  in  a  great  mea« 
sure,  as  it  here  seems,  against  the  jews,  in 
their  struggle  to  emerge  out  of  the  roopum 
captivity^  Rome  having  been  the  ori^nat 
jpaptar  and  destroys  of  Israel,  in  the  con|^ 

#  Joslma  iu«  ]& 
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ctieneement  of  the  ^i^digkation,  will 
this  last  act  of  persecution  and  oppression) 
take  upon  hersdf  the  respon^bUity  of  being 
BtiU  his  enemy,  and  his  captor  or  detainer  in 
the  end  of  it,  and  will  suffer  the  vengeance 
due  to  her  on  both  accounts. 

In  these  days  of  change,  many  things  hai^ 
come  to  pass  more  uplikdy  than  that  the  ca^ 
pricious  humour  of  one  man  may  alter,  and 
that  the  same  hands  which  have  been  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  just  judgments  of  heaveU)  to 
pull  down  and  destroy  the  pride  and  power 
of  Rome,  may  do  it  the  mare  effectually  by  a 
change  of  the  present  poUey^  and  \yf  ostendbly 
setting  Up  again  ^  the  throne  of  iniquity^  as 
in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  may  be  luidesign^f' 
edly  thus  preparing  her  fatt  for  evera 

Tins  fervid  and  scorching  sun  has  now 
within  a  little  risen  to  the  zenith  of  the  pnfi-^ 
tical  heavens*  The  same  which  was  once 
only  as  a  stoke,  has  swelled  to  the  inunenee 
magnitude  and  weight  of  a  MOUNTAIN,  *nd 
will  ere  long  fill  aU  th^  earth.     He  is  already 
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in  ^  the  throne  of  glory ^^"^  a  second  Ghar«* 
LEMAGNE)  and  soon  to  be  in  the  state  oftM 
original  dragon^  or  pagan  roman  emperor, 
both  of  the  east  and  west.—Unless  the  eager- 
ness of  conjecture  has  run  lister  than  events 
can  follow ;  and  they  may  (in  just  resentr 
ment)  take  another  course,  and  leave  the  pro- 
jector in  possession  of  a  goodly  castle,  with 
the  single  exception  only,  that  its  foundations 
have  been  laid  in  the  clouds  ;  a  circumstapice 
which  has  happened  to  many  an  honest  man 
in  adventurous  speculations. 

After  the  drying  up  of  the  great  river  Eu-^ 
pbratesy  or  the  M  of  the  Turkish  empire 
before  the  invincible  arms  of  the  breaker, 
(as  I  have  supposed  that  mystical  phrase  to 
signify,)  a  scene  very  mysterious  and  wholly 
new  ensues,  and  seems  to  be  a  project  for  the 
attainment  of  imdivided  and  universal  em- 
pire, by  a  conjimction  widi  the  mighty  en- 
gine of  popish  or  religious  fanaticism,  restored 
to  its  original  powers  of  (at  least)  universd 
spiritual  supremacy. 

*  1  Sam,  11.  S.  - 
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<*  Aod  I  s«iw  thr^e  uade«a  spirits  Kks 
frogs,  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dra* 
GON,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  false 
PRo?»5T.  For  th^y  *re  th^  apilits  cf  de- 
vil$*  working  mirw;fe$,  mrhiich  go  forth  oato 
th  Ungs  ^tbe  cfiafby  wd  c^tbe  whk  worlds 
to  g^hw  tb«m  to  ^  battle  c^  that  great  day 
of  God  almighty.- *  At  this  p^jriod  (of  tb? 
prf>pb^«y )  there  wmn  a  itmarkable  ohange 
19  th«  mme«  of  tht  dramatis  pemoase,  whkh 
impltes  thtt  great  c^ange$  have  taken  place 
m  the  ftate  of  the  powers  fafod  figiirats/tei)^ 
represfiited*  Th«  mention  Qi  the  Jirst' ahd 
4ec9fid  heast^  a^ad  <hc  image  cf  the  hasten 
h^0  diTopt^  and  odcvm  no  more;  hut  ths 
mgtml  dragon  (or  one  standing  yp  in  •  die 
fulness  of  his  power,)  is  the  sole  monarch 
cf  the  scene;  and  the  falst  prophet^  or  tHE 
POPE  (now  reduced  to  a  private  condition, 
and  po  .jnore  the  im^geoftbe  royal  beast ^  and 
as  wski  himaelf  a  oowned  head,  but  equally 
as  before  "  a  teacher  6f  //>/,  and  a  false  pro^ 
pbef^  stilly)  is  the  religious  puppet,  by  whose 

*  £zek«  Ktxis:*  9i  ^V«  t 

VOL.  II.      ^  Q 
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instrumentality  the  secret  game  is  to  be  play* 
ed* 

This  change  in  the  nomenclature  of  the 
prophecy,  seems  to  be  a  strong  argument  that 
the  temporal  power ^  of  which  he  is  now  de- 
-  spoiled,  will  not  be  restored  any  more  to  the 
pope ;  but  that  unhaf^y  chieftain  of  the  apos* 
tacy  will  bigottedly  continue  to  sustain  the  re- 
sponsibility attached  to  the  popedom,  as  the 
man  of  sin  and  the  false  prophet  still  j  and  will 
be  fed  with  hope,  or  compelled  by  fear,  to  act 
what  he  needs  must,  and  as  the  oracle  of  the 
DRAGON,  to  speak  whatever  is  put  into  his 
mouth.  Promises  may  be  given,  for  these 
are  cheap,  but  performance  will  be  (by  divine 

^  The  dragpn  I  hate  undefitood  (lee  Sect«  xix.  p.  15>)  to 
mean  tht  roman  Imperial  sovereignty t  which  persecuted  Christian- 
ity, in  its  pagan  form»  and  also  the  devil  which  presided  over 
the  heathen  religion,  and  fomented  its  malice  against  the 
church.— The  first  blast  was  the  some^  become  tinticbrktian^ 
and  persecuting  again.  The  second  beast  was  the  papa* 
hierarchy^  and  the  image  of  the  brast  was  the  pope* — The 
change  in  these  characters  is  already  visible,  and  Far  advanced. 
The  holy  roman  empire  is  now  overturned}  and  the  pope  is  a.« 
Itady  sunk  into  a  mere  false  prophets 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


113 

i 

Troviilence)  anticipated  and  prevented,  if  it  be' 
ever  really  intended  that  they  should  be  made 
good. 

The  crusade,  however,  is  preached  to  the 
vassal  kings,  and  to  the  subject  powers  and 
naticms  of  the  whole  roman  catholic  empire 
and  Interest^  with  the  accustomed  holy  ve- 
hemence, ^nd  (as  it  is  here  intimated,)  with,  a 
proportionable  success,  by  the  false  pro- 
phet and  the  dragon,  In  strict  confederajCy 
against  the  enenaies  of  tl^e  holy  roman  em- 
pire and  church. — Thdir  wicked  and  insidi- 
Oi;s  emissaries  employed  on  this  occasion,  are 


♦  This  I  conceive  to  be  die  meaning  of  the  words  t??  yS* 
ntu  r^i  •iJt^ufUfnis  oA^^^  in  this  place,  as  the  same  words  are  u?ed 
in  Luke  ii.  1»  and  there  signify  not  the  whole  habitable  globe  in 
xeality*  but  all  the  countries  subject  to  the  power  of  the  ro- 
mansy  which  they  vainly  boasted  to  be  the  wsoleworld. 
The  scene  here  represented  being  y^  fujLure,  must  reniain 
vrrapt  up  very  much  in  obscurity.  But  the  meaning  of  it 
seems  to  be,  to  eluodate  the  death  of  tj^e  fvitnesfeSf  the  tempO" 
fary  triumph  of  the  antichristjan  ppyvers,  and  the  terrible  but 
unesepeeteJ  ruin  that  overtakes  these  persecutors,  in  the  very 
act  of  extirpadug  true  Christianity  from  the  earth,  which  i% 
the  resurrectiofi  of  the  nvitnessee. 

Q   2 
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hert  conkpartd  to  devilfi^*  frota  ibe  iw^ty  <f 
the  cause  iit.which  they  are  etigagadi  and  peiv 
haps  from  the,  eminent  personal  wickedness  xf 
tbe  atheistical  wretches^  at  this  time  sent  a« 
broad  to  preaqh  down  the  go^ei }  and  by 
s^cious  arts  and  false  mlr^les,  to  assist  the 
xnean&  now  very  successfully  xnskde  use  of  to 

^  £/>;  v»(  ^6ivft:dfA  hufUvi»^.  *<  'For  they  ^trfc  tile  spfrits  of 
demons''  This  deibtiptioti  of  these  agents  of  sthrism  and 
popery  abaunds  in  chdracteristic  maris,  which"  \yill  9ne  day  accu- 
rately determine  the  fertont  alluded  to;  but  at  present  can  only 
be  the  subjects  of  conjecture.  They  will  be  three  in  nurnhdr^ 
aad  by  machiavelbn  subtiky»  and  their  eminent  perftoaal  tdck« 
ednessi  and  their  dkboHcal  principles  and  li^esy  worthy  to  b» 
cou  pared  to  devils,  or  demons  ;  which  were  the  wicked  spirits 
worshipped  by  the  heathens  as  gods,  and  which,  after  being 
driven  out  of  their  temples  by  Christianity,  wfre  admitted 
into  then*  ag^  by  pofEaT,  and  again  Worshipped  as  MAHti£« 
2IM>  or  protecting  saints.  This  seduction  of  maixkind  U>  the 
vfor^luf  ^  thmuilvuf  shews  thi^t  they  wcsre  **um:l^tm  or  evil 
spiriu,''  as  they  are  here  called* 

.  What  is  meant  by  their  being  iffc  Jrogf^  time  WiH  explain  5 
as  (no  doubt)  having  been  deemed  worthy  of  notice  by  the 
"pint  of  prophecy,  their  resemblance  of  frogs  has  some  im- 
poitant  meaning.  Their  working  ofndracfes  is  another  distin- 
guishing note,  by  whidi  they  will  be  well  known.  These 
wicked  spirrts,  by  the  agency  of  men  as  wicked  as  themselves, 
succeed  so  far  at  this  period,  in  strengthening  the  fascinatiou 
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arc  represented  IB  ^  coming  ota  of  the  mouths 
of  the  FALSB  pkOPBET  add  the  drjoohJ^"^ 
beGalise  they  proceed  with  fiitt  authority  froni 
both,  and  are  armed  with  the  whole  strength 
df  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  powers* 

of  their  iirang  dthukth  that  a  league  and  confederacy  k  sug* 
gestedf  aod  brought  to  effect,  for  the  suppref^oa  of  heresy 

osteQsiblyt  but  in  reality  for  the  extipcUon  of  cbristiamtyi  for 
which  a  more  favorable  conjuncture  never  occurred^  the  despotic 
dominion  t{;(  •ixdv/ccwi};  oX^t  of  the  whole  ancient  roman  £m« 
PIUE  being  in  the  hands  of  one  despot*  graciously  disposed  in 
favor  of  the  good  work* 

;^  1  his  dhmge  cf  names  ia  the  two  chiefs  (which  neveithelesa 
l^ppear  to  be  tste^sffy  th  swnetwo  baub  of  tie  t^ostacy  meotioiu 
ad  all  alpag  before^  although  under  some  kind  oi  tramfMrmalwn 
which  requires  to  be  nptictd  in  this  manoer,)  occasioned  sotne 
years  ago,  a  constderaUe  perplexity  to  an  attentive  miad  in  ao« 
counting  for  it.  But  time  and  late  evetOs  have  solved  this  dif* 
ficuhy,  and  shewn  the  Wonderful  accuracy  of  the  holy  spirit  of 
ptophecyy  m  assigning  such  distinguishing  marks  of  the  cha« 
facters  introducedy  and  the  period  of  time  ailaded  to.  Thb 
change  in  the  etik  and  iitk  of  these  two  principids,  at  this  pe- 
riod, and  not  before  during  the  1260  years  of  the  reign  of  the 
beast,  is  a  very  strong  confirmation  of  the  interpretation  I  have 
given  of  the  fifth  vial  or  plague  ef  darhntet^  as  signifying  the 
suppression  of  the  tempond  po*mer  cfthe  pope;  after  which«  he 
appears  no  more  as  a  sovereign  potentate)  hut  as  the  sjnritual 
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•  The  greatness  of  the  prepars^ion  here  made 
18  fully  equal  to  the  importance  of  the  object 
which  this  SECOND  Julian  has  in  view.— 
The  event  must  not  be  trusted  solely  to  the 
holy  armour  of  bulls,  and  dispensations,  and 
anathemas,  and  benedictions  of  the  pope ;  the 
times  of  these  baubles  being  gone  by,  these 
agents  of  perdition  must  have  more  forceful 
powers  of  conversion  and  enlistment  than  these, 
which  perhaps  the  strong  delusion  upon  the 

head  of  the  apo^tacy,  a  false  prophet,  or  metropolitan 
bishop  of  an  idolatrous  church. — For  the  false  prophet  in 
his  state  of  degradation^  acts  the  very  same  part,  and  keeps  up 
the  same  close  connecticm  with  the  dragon  (or  aovereign 
temporal  power)  as  before;  and  sends  out  his  miracle-mon-» 
gers,  armed  with  the  very  same  spiritual  weapons  of  warfare 
and  APOSTOLICAL  AUTHORITY,  as  in  the  days  of  his  greatest 
power,  and  when  his  tripple  crown  shone  with  the  reful^ 
gent  brightness  of  a  sun. 

The  great  alteration  which  the  modem  holy  roman  em- 
fire  and  the  popedom  have  already  undergone,  and  ihe  degra* 
Ration  they  must  still  in  a  greater  degree  sustain,  notwithstandt 
ing  present  deceitful  appearances  of  stability  and  peace  (where 
il^ere  can  he  no  peace )i  it  now  clearly  appears  was  a  circumstance 
without  the  particular  noticing  of  which,  the  prophecy  would 
here  have  been  inaccurate  and  defective ;  the  characters  no 
longer  answering  to  the  titles  by  which  they  had  all  along  frqi^ 
tl^cir  rise  until  this  time  been  distinguished. 
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catholic  powers  at  this  time,  and  the  flaming 
zeal  of  so  pious  and  catholic  an  emperor  will 
jointly  supply. 

It  is  said  of  these  emissaries  of  the  two 
chiefs  in  this  holy  war,  that  they  work  mira^ 
cles^  in  proof  of  their  divine  commission  to  ex-- 
tirpate  heresy,  which,  as  this  circumstance  is 
introduced  here  as  something  worthy  of  re- 
mark, must  be  supposed  to  allude  to  false 
miracles  of  a  very  surprising  nature^  far  ex- 
ceeding those  vulgar  and  often  exploded  lying 
voonders^  which  in  every  age  have  been  the 
standing  characteristic  of  the  man  of  sin  ; 
and  therefore  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  sup- 
pose (now  we  are  fairly  in  the  land  of  conjec- 
ture) that,  as  in  Egypt,  the  power  of  perform- 
ing works  really  supernatural,  (and  such  as 
evidently  exceeded  the  expectation  of  the  ma^ 
gicians^  from  the  hitherto  known  powers  of 
inchantment,)  was  permitted  to  wicked  agents 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  designs  of  Provi- 
dence; so  may  such  a  thing  happen  again, 
with  the  same  view,  and  with  a  similar  event. 
For  there  is  a  close  analogy  between  the  two 
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fiKrts  in  eTCty  particular^  which  b  oot  to  bo 
supfXMed  without  a  design  ia  the  Divine  Au^ 
thor  of  both,  to  illustrate  the  sscond  £xo<» 
Dus  and  deliverance  of  the  church,  by  that 
which  hath  been  done  before,  in  parallel  cir« 
cumstances.  The  modem  inchanters  of 
tbe  man  ofsin^  old  practitioners  at  the  art^  of 
deception,  may  now  be  made  use  of  to  de»- 
oeive  their  employers,  by  the  unexpected  sac-< 
oen  of  their  lalse  miracles,  that  they  sh^l  bc»^ 
Ueve  their  own  lie  with  even  more  confidence 
than  heretofore,  and  really  think  their  cause 
espoused  of  heaven,  notwithstanding  tbe  wick^ 
edness  of  the  means  employed  in  its  support : 
^^  having  gone  in  the  ijuay  of  CaiNj  and  ran 
greeMy  after  tbe  error  of  Balaam  for  re^ 
wardj  and  perishing  (now)  in  the  gmnsaying 
of  Core:'* 
^^ 

Thus  the  winding  up  of  this  great,  ancient^ 
and  extensively  pernicious  my5T£Ry  op  tx- 
IQUITY,  and  apostacy  fbom  Cluri^,  shall  not 
disappear  in  silence ;  but  die  the  death  of  a 

*JudelU 
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tyraxkty  and  be.  hurried  off  the  stage,  (coo  long 
ttamed  vdth  its  bloody  footsteps),  in  circum^ 
stances  oi  terror  that  ^will  indicate  the  high 
displeasure  of  the  Almighty.  It  seems  there 
will  be  ati  arduous  contest  between  truth  and 
falsehood,  the  real  energy  of  Divine  Power^ 
and  the  sudcessful  mimicry  of  it  by  diaboli* 
cal  art,  as  was  the  case  in  Egypt  :  that  the 
innate  wickedness  of  the  apostatiy,  (kept  up 
for  so  many  ages  against  th6  light  of  the  gofiP^ 
pel,  and  reason,  and  conscience, — against  the 
evidence  arising  from  the  faith  and  patience  of 
the  martyrs, — against  the  successive  judgments 
of  heaven,  with  suitable  intervals  of  respite 
left  for  their  repentance,  but  still  without  ef- 
fect,) may  be  made  fully  apparent  to  the 
world,  and  the  truth  aiid  righteousness  of 
God  be  justified  in  its  punishment. 

The  impious  rebellion  of  Korah  was 
pushed  to.  the  very  last  extremity,  and  an  ac- 
tual contest  was  maintained  against  God's  twQ 
profits,  Moses  and  Aaron,  decided  only  by 
the  interposition  of  the  Divine  Arm  itself, 
and  the  earth  opening  her  mouth  and  swallow^ 

VOJ-.  II.  R 
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iV  ^  '^^  n^d  crew.  The  idolaters  of  I&- 
nd,  in  the  time  of  Elijah^  sujpport^  a  sioiilar 
cont^  in  farour  of  Baalim,  as  now  the  an- 
tkfaristians  do  inbehaif  of  Mahuzzim^  their 
mediatory  gods ;  and  the  decision  was  given 
by  a  miracle  firom  the  God  of  he^en^  and  the 
deatniisdon  of  ail  the  priests  of  Ea  al» 

Why  then  ehoiild  k  be  thou^t  a  thing  in^ 
erediUe  diat  die  great  gontrovbrsy  of 
ZiON  should  be  dedded  in  the  same  manner  ? 
For  in  this  more  blood  hath  been  q)ilt,  and  it  ^ 
is  every  way  of  far  ^eater  importance  than 
any  of  these  three  instances^  wherein  the  Al- 
jnighty  Aatb  condescended  to  a  competition 
-with  bis  idol  opponents^  for  the  more  effectual 
vindication  of  his  oppressed  truth,  and  his 
worshippers,  and  the  final  triumph  of  true  re- 
ligion  over  imposture  and  wickedness.  For 
thus  ORSAT  Babylon  will  notfidl  but  with 
the  fullest  attestation  of  both  God  and  maa 
to  the  full  measure  of  her  wickedness,  ^sA  aB 
*^  ber  sins  bave  reached  tmto  heaven^  isb  will 
berjudgment  unto  the  skies^^ 
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CbrUtk^fahk  andpa^Meeputto  the  fast  nmih  un* 

.  t^tbf  ^tn^ss».—Tp€  f^stfir^tion  af  tiff  Jf^ 

in  ^iiat  manner  it  b^fopie^  iQfff  rf  tb$  $1^^^  ff 

fppry^ — The  valley,  of  decision^-^fa^ql  to  fhe 

*  antichristian  powers. -r-Prqpbetif  picture  of  Christy 

in  his  wars  against  the  Beast.^-^He  conquers  by 

•  siifferings.^  Savage  proclamation  for  the  exier^ 
mination  of  the  witnesses ^  is  reversed  upon  their 
enemies. ^'The  seventh  vial.^^Tbe  beast  and 
PALSB  PROPHET  broken^ — and  snared — andtakenf 
-r^Tbeir  fi^tftd  4in4. 

\V  HEN  these  tfaiogs  icome  to  pats,  It  is  oW 
nous  to  stti^se  that  it  will  he  a  seaion  of 
very  seirere  trial  of  die  fidth  and  coostaiky  df 
dS  tibti'pcDfeaa  die  geouiiie  lioctiibeof  J^sus 
Christ ;  and  it  vdll,  in  all  probability,  be  in« 
deed  the  hottest  period  of  the  long  perpetuated 
R  2 
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tirar^that  the  bbast  has  waged  against  Christ 
and  his  saints.  There  is  therefore  a  very  par^ 
iicular  warning  of  this  given  from  the  m&utb 
oftb£  blessed  Jesus  himself  as  there  had  been 
a  similar  notice  before  given  at  two  former 
periods  of  persecution,  to  put  the  true  chris** 
tians  upon  their  guard,  and  remind  them  of 
their  Lord's  solemn  cautioiis  in  the  gospel  :*-^ 
^  he  that  wtU  save  bis  Rfe^^  by  sijiftil  ODmpli* 
ances,  shall  lose  the  life  eternal ;  and  he  thax 
will  hazard  bis  life  in  this  world,  for  Christ's 
sake  and  the  gospel's,  shall  secure  the  better 
and  ever-enduring  life  of  his  soul,  and  ^  what 
shall  a  man  give  in  e:(chapge  for  his  sou}/'  if 
forfeited  and  lo^t^  by  unfaithfulness;  in  the  time 
pftridl 

The  proclamation  made  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
on  these  two  former  occasions,*  was — ^  Here 
is  the  faith  and  patience  (f  the  siukts  T  which 
.certainly  implied  that  on  diese  occanons;  Grod 
woqkl  give  many  eminent  examples 'to  the 
world  of  &e  truth  and  power  of  chEtsdan 

»  #  RcT*  :i^  1Q>  «od  jchr*  12. 
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pindptes ;  and  that  it  would  then  ~  bdiove 
those,  who  should  be  thus  singled  out  for  sufr 
filings  dF  so  dreadful  a  nature,  to  look  wdi 
«>  themselves,  that  they  shoidd  not  shrink 
Wk  from  the  frightful  conflict  with  death,  in 
a  form  of  mch  complicated  horrcH*.  But  the 
framing  ^ven  here  agmmt  tins  last  s^nggUf 
Jot  lift  and  wctory^  is  couched  in  tenns  stiH 
more  awful  and  alarming ;  and  which  seem 
lo  forebode  a  great  ami  lamentable  defection 
at  this  timefrom.the  cause  of  truth  and  heaven^ 
^through  the  overpowering  force  of  the  temp- 
tation, and  the  frequency  of  the  example  of 
thi$  ^^ness,  in  characters  frop)  ^ovhicb  better 
tbvig^  mighl  liave  be^n  hoped*  £veo  in  or-* 
dlnary  caees^  ^^  when  iniquity  shall  abound  the 
love  of  many  wjU  w^x  cold  j"  but  here  the 
dLfl^vilti|LS  to  be  oyercprae,  and  the  d^ngero 
to  be  c^ccmntered,  will  be  such  as  demand 
greater  fqititude  axid  £4^^  4^  on  any^  former 
opcado%  Tl^e  s^miphristian  ezunity  being 
more  rancorous  f  nd  cruel,  and  the  powers  of 
the  persecutors  greater,  and  exerfed  to  the 
uttermost  to  extirpate  the  gospel  and  its  he« 
redcal  pardzajp  tc 
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Thii  8QMIM  to  be  the  true  timi>f  the  dutk 
(^tie  witnesses f^  e^  prophecy  which  contains^ 
many  {Mrdculvs  towards  the  condnding  peat 
of  it»  tibat  have  nerer  yet  beea  fulfilled,  and 
tmaot  be  aceompliihed. until  ^^tbey  sbaU  bow 
Jisusbed  their  testimony^^  which  was  to  con« 
^iom  SB  long  as  die  reigfi  di  antichri^,  |iiat  is^ 
1260768(18. 

ThU  dieadful  persecution^ .  for  the  greatot 
<£cacy  of  k,  wili  break  out  with  little  imme^ 
dfpte  warning  or  expectation  of  it  befisr^hand; 
whidi  seems  to  be  the  meaning  of  oar  Savi-ii 
our's  wwds  in  this  place. — -^  Beheld^  I  eome  ak 
a  thief.  Blessed  As  be  tbat  wkicheib^  and 
keepeth  bis  garments ^  lest  be  walk  naked^  and 
tbey  see  bis  sbame^^  The  only  notice  of  it 
Witt  be  the  warning  here  given  in  tiiis  proi 
phecy,  and  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Ghrisi 
himself,  it  must  be  deemed  of  the  utmost  imi^- 
portance,  and  the  occasion  for  it  very  great, 
since  no  words  can  press  upon  us  in  more  aft 
fccting  terms,  a  vigilant  and  resolute  Jirmness 

♦  See  Section  m  p,^Gft  .  ,        ^ 
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in  abidmg  hyibe  strict.  line  of  our  dut^t^  let  the 
xx>nsdq^eQQe6  be  what  thejr  wlll«    . 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  this  divine  pro- 
phecy was  writtea,  aftd  a  Wessing  pronounced 
Apojn  all  them  whb  read  and  reflect  seriously 
upon  it,  as  ** «  ilgbt  shining  in  a  dafk  placed 
and  a  sure  interpreter  of  tie  signs  of  the  times^ 
in  critical  periods  of  peculiar  dang&c  to  our 
bouls,  from  the  insidious  attempts  of  the  ene- 
mies <^  Christ  and  his  saints.     And  as  it  was 
ia  the  plagues  <rf  Egypt,  so  it  will  again  be 
kx  those  upcm  great   Babylon*     **Hc 
diat  fianJ  the  word  of  the  Lord  amongst  the 
servants  of  Fharoah,  made  his  servants  and 
his  cattle  flee  into  the  houses.     And  he  that 
regarded  ndt  the  w&rd  (fibe  Lord^  feft  has  ser- 
Yaats  aad  bis  cattle  in  the  fieid/'  .  To  xshxt 
chxistians,  the  enis'ting  sympoms  of  ihe  near 
approach  of  this  afflictive  tinre,  ought  to  .be  a 
suflScient  motive  to  fortify  their  souJs  with 
that  celestial  armour  of  faith  and  ^»MSenc6» 
which  Christ  will  supply  in  answer  to  their 
prayers;  lest  throjagh  negtect  they  walk  naked^ 
•^renounce  their  God  and  their  conscience, — 
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Md  their  everlasting  shame  and  pani^ment 
be  exposed  to  the  dight  of  men  and  angels,  at* 
tentive  spectators  of  this  awful  conflict 

The  term  prophetically  fixed  for  the  tri- 
umph of  infidelity  and  idolatry,  during  which 
the  bodies  of  the  witnesses  He  in  a  state  of 
political  death ^  in  the  street  of  the  great  city^ 
but  without  burial^  is  three  years  and  a  half. 
And  now  the  power  of  the  dragon  and 
FALSE  PROPHET  to  afflict  and  utterly  extin^ 
guish  the  church  of  Christ,  seems  fixed  upoQ 
80  firm  a  basis,  and  the  destruction  of  the  pro^ 
testant  heresy  so  near  a  perfect  accomplish^ 
ment,  that  rejoicings  and  mutual  congratula* 
tions  pass  between  them,  upon  the  happy 
occasion  of  the  perfect  restoration  of  the  true 
holy  roman  catholic  church  and  faith.^     But 
now  is  God's  time  to  interfere,  when  \nthout 
a  (fivine  and  providential  interposition,  true 
religion  must  have  been  overwhelmed,  and 
banished  firom  the  face  of  the  earth. 

*  Rev.xu  10. 
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;  ^ome  unaxpected  turn  of  affairs^  directed 
by  the  wisdom,  and  succoured  by  the  almighty 
power  of  Divine  Providence,  effects  a  sudden 
and  great  revulsion  in  the  public  sentiment 
atid  fe^Hn^.  The:  Mritnesses  are  not  only 
raised  to  p^liticAl  Uf^.%  (ia  spite  of  the  watchful 
j«ftlou9y  aad  the  qru^sl  exertions  of  their  ene*- 
mic8  to  prevent  it,)  but  they  are  "  called  up  t^ 
beav^^^  or  to  the  re^^osae^ipa  of  their  former 
authorities  landpoweto)  by.tl^  acclamation  of 
tibe  protpstants,  w^ith  detteripiq^d  resolutioi| 
bsilltig  uaaaimously.fiam  thek:  places  of  coctt 
oealment  A  mighty  coftffict  at  arms .  ensues^ 
and  victory  at  last  disclarea  in.  favor  of  th^ 
W6afcer  party.t  ..    -.  =  ^- :         \: 

The  dfftHg  up  of  the  great  rher  ^uphratp^ 
^  that  the  way  of  the  kings  of   the  east 

'^  It  i«  certain  tliat  this  prophecy  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
witnesses,  and  their  telng  cdled  up  to  hefttren  ^y  a  gfe&t  Voice, 
and  ascending  up  thither  in  tiid  sight  6f  their.eti6mie8^.who  asb 
unable  to!  frferent  k,  tas  n^vcr  y^t  hem  fulfijlfdj;  the  f^cts 
pointed  out  as  the  fulfilment  of  it  not  corresponding  in  all  the 
particulars,  nor  in  any  of  them  but  very  imperfectly.  It  must 
of  course  be  referred  to  2l  iate  period  jf  t'me^*  atx)d»^.  9»Silhop 
Newton  observes,  <*/-^f'/tfWr -/if  &?i^^r."  •  ,   /^  , .  ^    i 

VOL.  II.  8 
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might  he  pnpared^^  seems  to  have  a  close  and 
intimate  connection  with  these  events;  and 
thus  becomes  one  of  the  plagues  of  t^e  spiri-^ 
tiial  Pharoah.^  It  is  not  impossible  that  the 
jtws^  (now  resuscitated  y^-^i^  the  valley  of  the 
dry  bones^  and  reconciled  to  their  Messias,) 
may  haife  a  principal  band  in  this  mighty  re* 
▼olution,  aiid  thus  the '  two  witnbssis 
(both  persecuted  by  the  same  adversary)  may 
unite  in  their  common  defence.  Matty  pro- 
phecies quoted  in  the  preoeditig  pages^  strongly 
intimate  that  the  jBws  will  again  be  exhibited 
to  the  admiriitg  world  as  a  warlike  dnd  irre^ 
sistible  people^  and  that  the  fear  of  them^ 
taught  by  the  vengeance  of  the  destructive 
sword,  shall  fall  upon  their  once  insulting  and 
cruel  ehcmies*f 

Hus  severe  contest  for  existence  on  the  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  for  the  entire  conquest 
and  externunation  of  the  weak  remsdnder  of 
heretical  pravity  and  audad^,  is  caUed'  (frcmy 

♦  Sm  Sect.  li.  p.  16& 

t  See  Sect,  vi.  p,  154^  166,  and  171*  &c. 
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the  consequences  which  almost  beyond  hope 
and  expectation  result  fro^  it)  ^^  tbe  battle  of 
tb€ great  day  of  God  Alm'igf>ty ;"  and  is  allud- 
ed to  in  the  anciqtit  prophets^  under  the  de- 
^lgc^^^  of  the  ^'  day  (f  refompcMeeSi'-^bc 
day  i[^  vengeance  for  the  controversy  of  Zion^^ 
And  it  wiU  probably  be  distinguished'  by  some 
sigiul  evidejQce  of  a  divine  interposition^  to 
d^cifie  for  ever  the  question  in  controversy, 
3nd  that  the  world  shou^  x^  long^  ^  halt  be-* 
tnrpeptwo  opinioQ^;''  bjQit  if  MsJi^isizim  be 
pod,  they  should  serve  them,  ojt  if  Christ, 
^y  should  address  th^ir  undivided  worship 
through  him,  the  sdoi»e  Medij^tor,  to  the  Cre- 
ator of  all  things.* 

The  three  wicked  and  subtle  emisaries  of 
the  dragon  and  the  false  propbety  having  exe- 
cuted their  commission  successfully,  s^n  army 
(^immense  multitude  is  assembled,  under  the 
conduct  of  a  leader  of  mighty  na,me  and  resist- 
less power  J-  who  will  be  somehow  at  other. 
dis|in|g;ui8hed  by  his  pre-eminent  abiliti^,  now 

.    ^  ♦  1  Kings  xinii*  2U 

S    % 
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{yartkularly  displayed  in  his  conduct  and  dis*' 
position  of  this  prodigious  force,  in  such  a- 
manner  as  to  have  victory,  to  all  human  ap-> 
pearance,  absolitfely  "within  hi^  grasp.    This  i$ 
perhaps  the  rcsaon  of  the  change  of  the  number 
from  the  flural  to  the  singular ^  in  thi*  place, 
which  is  generally  remarked  as  a  great  difiSU 
culty.     ^  And  He   gathered  them  together 
into  a  place  called  in  the  hebrew  tongue  Ar* 
M  AGEDDOK.     The  business  of  the  fahe  pro^ 
fbet  lay  in  another  department,  in  this  the  ta- 
lents of  the  military  dragon  alone  are  taken 
notice  of.     That  his  army,  collected  by  such 
previous  measures  of  preparation  from  both 
the  civil  and  spiritual  powers,  will  indeed  be 
a  countless  multitude^  may  easily  be  conjeqtur-^ 
ed  from  the  unhappy  state  of  despotism  under 
which,  at  this  time,  the  world  will  lie  pros* 
trate.     But  it  is  plainly  intimated   in  other 
prophecies  which  relate  to  this  time,  and  to 
this  "  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  AU 
mighty. ^^-^^^  For  behold!  in  those  dats^  and 
in  THAT  TIME  whcn  I  shall  bring  again  the 
captivity  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem^  I  will  also 
gather  all  nations:,  »id  I  \fill  bring  thcn^ 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


131 

down  Into  the  valley  of  Jchosliaphat,  and  will 
plead  with  them  there  for  mf  people y  and  for 
my  heritage,  Israel,  whom  they  have  scatter- 
ed among  the  nad<Mi&'  Let  the  heathen  be 
virakened,  and  come  up  to  the  valley  of  Je-* 
hoshapfaat,  for  there  will  l  sit  to  judge  alt  the 
heathen  round  about.  Put  ye  in  the  sickle,  for 
the  HARVEST  is  ripe:  come,  get  ye  down, 

for  the  PRESS  is  full,  the  fats  overflow; 
lor  their  wickedness  is  great.      Multitudes, 

multitudes  in  the  valley  of  decision: 

for  the  day  of  the  Lord  b  near  in  the  valley 

of  decision/^* 

P  Joel  iiL.  1»  2»  1%  1S».  14. .  See  Seciioa  xiix, 
1  thmk  it  can  hardly  be  disputed  that  this  prophecy  of  Joel, 
which  he  fixes  to  the  days  of  IsraePs  reitoratioftt  doea  really 
tclatc  to  the  subject  of  St  John's  prophecy  in  Kcv*  xvi,  16 ; 
{prbe  says  th^t  if^^nm^^  maiUtudeSf  even  all  RATiOKSt  ^ILbe 
forced  ii)tQ  the  serrice  of  the  niiA<30M»  againi^.the  little  army 
«f  the  TWO  WITNESSES*  whon^  I  have  supposed  to  be.  at  this 
juncture,  raued  to  GfeMgaiuf  atd  iUmdmg  on  tkeir/sitf  and  about 
to  be  (by  the  happy  event  of  this  battle)  ^Ued  up  to  heaven  hf 
^  great  voice  of  public  aocko^tioil.       - 

**  The  valley  of  Jeboshapba^*  is  put  here  figur^ively,  and  it 
ealled  also  in  this  place  **  the  valley  of  decision t'*  as  by  St  John 
it  is  caHed  Ahmagcddon,  or  the  Mountain  of  Destruction  $ 
fttudtng  to  the  great  destruction  of  the  heathen^  -  or  Itifldel  and 
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But  high  a$  the  escpectation  df  this  counts 
less  host  is  raised,  by  their  confi^l^ace  in  th^ 
kooTY4  abilities  pf  t^eir  chief,  h^s  uniaterrupt-^ 
ed  c^ureer  oif  victoiy  in  m^ny  preceding  despo* 
rate  encoimters^  and  the  comp^atiye  weajcn^ss 
of  the  little  trembling  flock  of  fugitives  that 

apostate  Brmj,  which  here  eiisuey  $  «nd  to  the  long  depending 
CONT&QYS&ST  07  ^lON,  which  here  obtains  z^final  decision; 
God  himself  (accordingly  to  JoePs  prophecy)  sit^g  as  Judge 
upon  this  occMion,  and  awarding  his  sentence  by  swb  a  token 
as  the  wbok  w«ild  will  acknowledge.  This  is  intimated  by  a 
race  proclaiming  from  the  temple  of  heaven — **  It  is  done.'' 
(Rer.xvi.  170 

To  this  decision  is  the  allosion  of  the  psalmist — **  The  Lord 
at  thy  right  hand  shall  strike  through  kings  in  tie  day  of  his  wratbm 
He  shall  judge  ammg  Ae  heatheUf  le  sbaU  fil  the  ^aees  with  the 
4muI  hoiuf  he  stall  ^oundtbe  heads  over  many  countries*  (P^alm 
ex*  5.) 

The  prophecy  of  Joel  refers  tts  to  a  miraculous  deliverancoi 
Touchnfed  to  king  Jehoshaphat  in  the  plaiiis  of  Engedi,  and 
which  waa  by  a  prophet  anoounced  to  him  the  day  before  the 
intended  battle«  It  was  a  compUte  decision,  A  dhriae  fiiry 
atixed  upon  the  combined  multitudes^  and  they  destroyed  each 
others  (SChroa^xx;*] 

It  were  the  utmost  absaxdity  to  expect  geographical  nieetiea 
or  precisioii  ja  the  ^gurative  emblems  introduced  in  the  pro« 
pbecies.  .  I  look  upon  it  as  no  objection  to  the  identity  of  the 
ipicts  meant  by  both  these  prophets^  that  the  place  where  thiK 
battle  is  to  happen,  ia  cal}ed  by  one  of  tl^  <Vtfae  Motrntm 
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stand  opposed  to  thctui  cooped  up  by  the  tnost 
masterly  manoeuvres,  in  almost  ine^ttncable 
difficulties ;  yet  the  event  is  not  answerable  toi 
it  The  talents  of  this  second  Albxanbe*, 
l^rhaps,  may  have  been  folly  adequate  to  the 
tasi  appointed  bhn^  and'  undeviating  success 
may  have  &o  far  waited  upon  his  rlipid  ^«ps. 

of  DertrucHofh**  but  by  the  oth^  the  "  VaUey  of  Dpasim^**^ 
no  one  doubts  that  the  who&e  of  Babylon  ^d  the  mah  of  sm 
have  but  one  and  the  same  object. 

Joel  abo  alludes  to  the  two  gpreat  oalattUCks  wfaich«  hi  qmck 
saccBssibny  are  iijdiif  tUs  time  to  befal  the  papal  empirej  and  ait 
described  under  the  types  o£  zrife  harvest  and  a  vintage^  and 
the  treading  of  blood  from  the  "  wine  press  of  the  wrath  of 
Almighty  God,"  "(Rev.  xiv,  20,)  which  circumstance  alone 
would  be  siifScknt  to  prove  that  the  ^Oiiu  i^etOs  are  ittettded 
'  by  both  Joel  and  Saint  Johns  No  one  will  contend  that  thit 
prophecy  has  ever  yet  been  fulfilled ;  for,  in  connstency  with 
all  other  prophecies  of  these  times  ani  events^  it  describes  the 
condition  of  the  jews  after  this  struggle,  to  be  exceedingly 
hippy»  and  the  stdXt^  of  their  iingdom  (now  te^estabHsfaed)  to 
be  unmoveaile  for  ever. — **  ^gyp^  shall  be  a  deeolalAonf  and 
Edom  shall  be  a  desolate  wilderness ;" — (that  is  to  say,  the 
papal  hierarchy  and  apostacy,  or  figurative  Egypt,  and  Romej^ 
the  figurative  Edom,  ^e  seat  of  that  bloody  and  impious 
p^er  at  the  head  oi  it, 'shall  be  no  ihore ;}-—''  for  their  i^o- 
lence  against  the  children  of  Judah,  bedause  they  have  shed 
innocent  bjoo^  io  their  land.  But  Judah  shall  dwell  for  ever 9 
and  Jerusalem  from  generation  to  generoHon, " 
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iBut  tbe^ojr^  victories  of  ik  former  aditeve* 
meats  deserved  to-be  considered  as  desplatiag 
massacres  of  the  human  species,  rather  than 
conquests ;  and  if  they  cost  him  a  few  mil*' 
lions  of  inconsiderable  lives,  these  could  eauly 
be  rqpilaced  by  despotic  power,  with  forced 
levies  even  from  the  ranks  of  the  conquered 
They  were  victories  gsdned  by  genius  and 
strength  opposed  to  indecision,   infatuation, 
weakness,  and  treachery :  and  by  one  fated  to. 
break  down  and  trample  underfoot  the  most 
formidable  resistance,  that  a  devoted  and  un^ 
blest  cause  could  oppose  against  him,  by  hosts 
already  numbered  to  the  sword.     But  when 
the  mighty  instrument  of  Providence  has  al- 
ready executed  the  work  assigned  him,  and 
attempts  what  was  not  included  in  his  com-- 
mssion^  then  will  God  give  a  signal  reproof  of. 
his  arrogance,  and  make  it  manifest  that  fab 
sword  will  be  only  so  long  irresistible,  while 
it  is  directed  against  the  enemies  of  the  Lord, 
of  Hosts.—"  Shall  the  axe  boast  itself  against 
him  that  beweth  therewith  ?  or  shall  the  saw: 
magnify  itself  against  him  that  moveth  it  ? .  as 
if  the  rod  should  shake  itself  against  thera^ 
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that  lift  it:  up. .  Thtrefore  ahclU  the  Locd,  the 
Lead  io£  Hosts,  fiend  aoKing  ias  fat  oi^s 
Ipsmess,  )md  under  bia^koty  he  shall  Kindle  i 
Iniming)  like  die  twirmfig  of  a  foe.  And  the 
lAyrA  tf  Hosts  siaii  siir  up  a  scourge  for  him^ 
according  to  the  itmtg^er  ^  Midlan^  'at  thi 
rock  ^f  Orek  And  ill  hi^  rod— -(iti  the  hand  of 
Mo8c«)— was  upoA  the  (red)  sea,  €0  shall  he 
Hft  Jt  up  (again)  alter  the  manner  of  Egypt." 
^^lliat  ia^  by  some  miraidMk$a  mPirposithtit  if 
bis  ftAMT^  similar  to  &it  passage  of  i&it  Hed 
8ea^  ejected  in  safety  by  Israel^  'while  Hiaroah'a 
hd^t  Was  overwMmed  in  it,  as  if  taksen  in  i 
snare  of  their  ovra  contriving,  in  which  they 
designed  to  ha^e  safely  axikd  effectu^diy  sediMd 
fee  prey  already  in  their  power. 

Miracles  indeed,  were  at  no  fcnrmer  period 
di^ayed  without  an  occasion  worthy  of  the 
interference  of  the  Deity.*     And  having  for 

*  Nee  Deus  intersit,  nisi  dignus  vindice  nodus 

incident. 

ff$r.  Art.  PdeU 

Nor  let  a  God  In  person  stand  displayed. 
Unless  the  laboring  plot  deserve  his  aid* 

Francts. 
VOL.  IK  T 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


isfe 

50  many  centuries  been  wholly  withdraiwily  I 
^expect  con^derabk  difficulty  in  the  attempt 
to  persuade  a  philosophical  age  that  they  are 
ever  to  be  looked  for  again,  upon  any  occa^ 
sion.  Yet  it  is  expressly  declared  that  they 
may  be,  in  several  prophecies  that  refer  to 
this  latter  period  of  the  last  times^  and  parti** 
cularly  to  the  return  of  Israel^  and  their  re^ 
settlement  in  the  Holy  Land,  which  is  con^ 
iMaady  linked  together  in  prophecy^  with  the 
faU  of  papal  Rome^  and  is  made  in  the  sixth 
VIAL  (now  under  discusdon,)  to  be  <Hie  df 
t&e  pkgues  of  the  apostacy.f  If  any  occa-* 
sion  cah  be  deemed  worthy  of  a  miiade, 
God's  recognizing  of  his  long  lost  people,  and 
his  reconciliation  with  them,  the  resurrection 
of  his  TWO  WITNESSES,  and  their  deliver- 
ance in  this  critical  conjuncture,  and  lastly, 
the  final  punishment  of  the  apostacy^  which 
seems  to  turn  upon  this  hinge;  altogether 
form  a  case  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
the  expectation  of  such  a  conclusion  to  this 

GREAT  *^  MYSTERY  OF  God/* 
f  Rev.  xvi.  12* 
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The  people  of  Israel,  and  the  remnant  of 
the  true  church,  that  has  escaped  out  of  the 
porsectttion,  are  now  in  such  perilous  circum« 
stances,  that  no  worldly  chance  can  avail  to 
rescue  them  out  of  the  raging  tyrant's  grasp, 
whose  measures  are  taken  with  caution  and 
vufadety,  as  well  as  the  most  consummate, 
doll,  and  faroring  oppoitnnity;  They  are 
crying  to  heaven  with  that  turned  heart  and 
strong  supplication^  to  which  God  will  never 
turn  a  deaf  ear,  and  in  this  pardcular  instance 
he  has  pledged  Mmself^  by  several  special 
prophecies,  that  he  will  hear  and  grant  their 
prayer,  and  that  their  deliverance  shall  be  de- 
monstratiyely  marked  as  the  act  of  Gqd.* 

But  if  upon  due  consultation  taken,  no- 
thing  of  this  sort  can  be  conceded  to  me,  yet 
the  longest  course  of  prospering  wickedness 
must  have  an  end :  and  commonly  it  meets 
with  a  dismal  winding  up  of  the  account,  and 
a  fatal  catastrophe  smtable  to  its  demerits; 
thus  evincing  that  the  sentence  of  the  holy 

^  Isoi,  Ixv.  34?*~See  Sect.  vi. 
T   ? 
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Spirit  in  thU  case  pronottnced,—**^  He  that 
kilieth  wuh  the  dword — (of  penecudon  and 
tyranny^) — muat  be  killed  with  the  sword/' 
is  not  only  a  prophetical»  but  even  a  moral 
truih.  Yet  notwithatandiiigy  where  iikd&vi^ 
^ual  gijjkiit  escape  thia  award  of  ffotrihutbrc 
justice,  and  goes  out  of  the  world  vk  peaces 
we  absolve  the  diyine  Providenoce  of  die 
eharge  of  o^lect,  wbkh  the  heatheofi^  of» 
$fAdi  oqca^oos  bla^phen>ously  broi^ht  ag^Q«( 
heaven  i^  and  we  look  upon  it  «a  a  pledge  oS 
the  eesrt^uQty  of  a  future  md  eteroal  ?^bih 

*  Cum  rapiaAt  mala  lata  bon^t  (igooscitQ  lasio.) 

Solicitor  nulloa  esse  putare  Deos ;  • 

Et  sme  re  nomen  deus  est,  frustraque  timetur, 
£t  stolta  populos  credulitate  xnovet. 

While  il  pcevB3li»  asil  tightepiisoess  oVitbovay 
Proclaims  t}i^  WQirld  to  very  dotage  gCQwa» 
I  oft  suspect,  (excuse  the  fauU  confest,} 
The  gocjs  non -entities,  or  blind  at  best ; 
Jove  but  an  empty  name,  and  nothing  more. 
Which  only  superstkious  fods  adofo 

So  Job  represents  the  atheistical  impiety  of  prospering  sinner^: 
,— w  What  is  the  Almighty,  that  wc  should  serve  him  ?  and 
ftvhatffr^  shall  we  have;  if  we  pray  unto  Urn  l"---Job  ynd,  I5« 
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don.  •*  The  Lord  fcnoweth  fcoth  how  to 
deliver  the  godly  oiit  of  temptation,  and  to 
reserve  the  unjust  unto  the  day  or  judgment, 
to  be  punished.***  * 

'  But  we  are  now  in  the  vALtEt  of  deci- 
sion, and  here  therefore  the  tyrant's  sun  ot 
glory  is  doomed  to  set.  His  long  career  of 
tictory  is  arrested,  and  can  be  pushed  no  far- 
ther, and  his  directing  genius  here  forsakes 
him,  while  the  modern  Sampson  ^  knowetb 
not  that  bis  strength  is  departed  from  him^* 
^  in  that  day,  saith  the .  Ldrd^  I  win  smite 
every  horse  with  astonishmerit,  and  his  rider 
with  madness,  and  I  wM  open  mine  eyes^^— 
(with  favbr)^ — ^^upon  the  house  of  Judah, 
and  will  smite  every  horse  of  the  people  with 
blindness;  •  An<l  in  that  day  I  wiH  mafcc'  Je- 
rusalem a  burdensome  stcme  for  all  people^ 
(engaged  in  hostility  against'  it):  "aH  that 
burden  themsehrcs.  with  it,  shall  be  cut  in 
pieces^ ,  though  all  the  people  vf  the  earth  be 
gathered  together  against  //."f     When  God 

f  2  Pet.  11.  9»  t  Z«^  ^  ^ 
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i$  detennmcd  to  savcy  what  combiiULtion  of 
worldly  force  shall  be  able  to  destroy?—- 
^  Surely  there  is  no  enchantment  against  Ja« 
cob,  neither  is  there  any  divination  ag^iinst 
Israel :  according  to  this  time  it  shall  be  S2ud 
of  J?tcQb|  and  of  Israel,  ^vfbaf  batb  Go4 
'Wrought  r.'^ 

For  the  other  circumstances  of  this  crusad^i^ 
(previous  to  the  pouring  out  of  the  seventh 
vial^J  we  must  turn  to  Rev.  xix.  15,  where 
the  subject  is  resumed,  and  carried  on  to  k^ 
conclusion.  St  John  having  in  several  pre^ 
vious  visions  described  the  wars  of  Antichrist 
against  the  church  and  the  saints,  or  witnessea 
of  Jesusjf  and  drawn  the  character  and  per-* 
son  oithe  apostate  persecuting  church  at  great 
length,  and  by  many  pointed  circumstances^ 
which  leave  not  a  possibility  of  doubt  in  die^ 
application^  comes  now  in  this  nineteenth 
clwpter  to  give  the  description  and  character 
of  the  captain  of  the  Lord^s  hosty  which  was 


♦  Numb,  xxiii.  23.         f  Rev.  cliap.  xi,  xii,  xiii.  xiv» 
X  Rey.  chap,  xitt&.'xviu 
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(through  the  whole  warfare  of  1260  years) 
opposed  with  various  success  against  the  an- 
tichristian  pow6:s« 

He  is  introduced  j////isrf  upM  a  ijubite  borse^ 
the  armies  in  heaven  following  him  ^*  upon 
white  horses,  and  claatbed  injine  Uncn^  white 
and  ckatiy^  the  emblem  of  their  purity  vol 
doctrine  and  innocence  of  life,  and  forming 
a  strong  contrast  to  the  church  of  the  aposta- 
cy,  which  is  represented*  sitting  upon  a  jcar^ 
kt  cohured  beast ^  full  of  names  of  blaspbemy^ 
and  herself  arrayed  in  the  meretricious  attire 
ti  purple  and  scarlet  colour ^  and  decked  witb 
gold  and  precious  stone  and  pearls^  betokening 
her  murderous  persecutions  and  whorish  idol- 
atry* 

He  is  called  ^^  faithful  and  truel^  a  very 
common  mode  of  expression  in  the  scripture^ 
and  signifying  that  be  is  so\  in  an  eminent 
degree.     The  many  crowns  on  his  bead  de- 

*  Rev.  xviL 

f  Isai.  vii,  14 ;  ix.  6  f  Matt.  i»  21 ;  Jer.  xxiii*  6- 


Djgitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


|4« 

pot^  his  ju9t  ^e  to  the  homage  and  cjjcdt^ 
ence  of  aU  naticmsi  according  to  the  tenor  of 
innumeiable  prophecies^  ihat^  ^  aii  kings  shall 
fall,  down  before  him :  all  nations  shall  serve 
hinu'^*  And  ibe  intffablt  namt  upon  his 
shield,  signifies  his  mysterious  nature  as  the 
Son  of  God,  but  amongst  men  he  is  distiti-^ 
guished  by  the  name  rf  O*  Aoyp^  ri  ©«oS--t 
^  The  wisdom  if  God:'  And  the  IcgiWc  tide 
inscribed  upon  his  vesture  is  "Kino   of 

KINGS,  AND  LOED  OF  LORDs/*      TWs  title 

Is  as  much  his  own  peculiar  right  aft  the 
throne  itself  for  which  he  maintains  the  War, 
yet  the  wicked  and  powerful  usurper  hath 
dispossessed  him  of  his  throne,  and  takett  to 
himself  Jm  incommunicable  titles  and  attri^ 
hutes^^  How  much  and  severely  he  hath 
suffered  in  the  defence  of  his  kingdom  and 
faithful  soldiers,  appears  from  "  his  vesture 
apt  in  blood  V^     His  own  inestimably  preci-^ 

^  Psalm  Ixxii  11. 

t  See  Sect.  ix.  p.  251*  The  blasphemous  titlei  given  to 
the  pope  by  his  flatterers,  and  assumed  by  himself,  particularly 
this, — "  Rex  regum,  dominus  dominantium, — King  of  kings, 
and  lord  of  lords."  (Rev,  i.  5.) 
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0US  blood,  shed  by  lUs  enemks  at  Calvary, 
and  that  of  his  faithful  martyrs,  (ijEi  whom  h^ 
was  crucified  again,)  whose  blood  was  poured 
cut  in  every  part  of  the  field  of  battle ;  that 
is,  the  umichristian  empire  and  jurisdietion  of 
Ronie^  both  pagatl  afid  papaU      ^*  And  out  of 
his  mouth  go^h  4  sharp  swdrd,  that  with  it 
he  should  smite  the  nations :  and  he  shall  rule 
tbem  With  a  tod  of  iron :  Sfldhe  tnadetb  ihd 
ijuine  presJ  of  the  fitfi:tntss  and  wrath  of  nl^^ 
mi^ty  God'^    This  conduding  part  of  the 
description  t^  thift  faithful  and  true  tbltness^ 
and  head  of  the  chureb^  is  taken  from  the 
ancient  prophets,  by  whom  in  many  places 
he  is  so  described  j  as  "  smiting  the  itiaicRn 
with  the  breath  of  his  lips,*'  and  "  bruising 
the  disobedient  nations  with  a  mace  of  iron, 
and  breaking  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's 
vessel ;"  and  finally,  **  treading  the  wine  press 
of  the  divine  wrath,"  which  is  a  figure  fre- 
quently introduced  in  the  prophets,  and  al- 
ways perhaps  with  a  reference  to  the  valley 

*  Rev.  iii.  14, 
VOL.  !!•  H  » 
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ofDedmny  and  the  battle  cftbat  great  day  of 
Cod  dmigbtyr* 

After  giving  this  account  of  the  leaders,  oa 
both  sides^  the  prophet  goes  on  to  relate  the 
incidents  which  brings  on  ^  the  battle,  and  the 
final  termination  of  the  war.  A  loud  and  fe- 
rocious proclamation  is  made  by  the  tyrant 
commander  of  the  assembled  multitudes,  e- 
lated  with  the  confidence  of  his  ^strength,  and 
too  secure  of  his  prey.  But  the  event  proves 
it  to  be  a  prophecy  of  evil  ddings  to  his  own 
confederates,  and  be  himself  is  the  harbinger 
of  Christ  coming  in  his  vengeance  to  the  fi- 
nal destruction  of  the  man  of  sin ;  when  these 
boastful  promises  to  his  rapacious  followers, 
that  he  will  ^ve  them  the  plunder  of  the 
insurgents,  (the  partisans  of  the  protesta^it 
cause,)  are  now  soon  to  be  made  good  in  a 
contrary  sense,  f     ^^And  J  saw  an  angel  stand* 

*  Jsai.  xi.  4 ;  IxiiL  8;  2  Thess.  ii.  9 ;  Ps*  ti«  8» 

f  So  when  he  was  raised  up  by  divine  Pxiovidencey  and  sent 
to  go  and  be  a  scourge  of  the  hypocritical  nation^  or  popish  em- 
pire»  like  Saul  sent  against  the  amalekites,  he  hat  viewt  of  hit 
9^n  to  prosecute,  and  intends  not  the  fulfilment  of  the  divine 
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ing  hi  the  SUN ;  and  he  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  saying  to  all  the  fowls  that  fly  in  the 
midst  of  heaven,  come,  and  gather  yourselves 
together  unto  the  supper  of  the  great  God;  that 
ye  may  eat  the  flesh  of  kings,  and  the  flesh 
of  captains,  and  the  flesh  of  mighty  men,  and 
the  flesh  of  horses,  and  of  them  that  sit  on 
them,  and  the  flesh  of  all  men,  both  free  and 
bond,  both  small  and  great."* 

The  SUN  in  which  the  angel  of  God's 
providence  stands,  is  the  same  which  was  de- 
scribed in  the  fourth  vialy  as  having  received 

purpose.^— ^  Ih  meaneib  not  to^  neither  doth  his  heart  think  soy  but 
it  is  in  hi8  heart  to  destroy  and  cut  qff'nstiqns  no^  ^fiw*'^  Inu  x. 

*  The  carniTorotti  fowls  invited  to  this  flesh  feast,  are  the 
banditti  of  plunderers^  which  b^Ye  fitucis;  close  to  this  maraudert 
through  the  (:oi^rse  of  his  career  of  conquests ;  and  he  pro- 
jnisesy  in  his  wrath,  to  glut  their  cupidity  to  the  full  with  the 
crowns  and  plunder  of  the  world.  The  Jlesh  to  be  given  to 
tbem»  nieans  the  weait^  aad  substance  of  the  conquered*  which 
he  now  carries  to  such  a  pitch  of  atrpcityi  as  to  sell  thf  riders 
into  slavery,  as  well  as  the  horses  that  carry  thrm,  and  to  level 
with  a  sweeping  indiscriminate  fury,  the  cottage  a^id  the  pa- 
lace«  small  and  great,  bond  3Xid  free.  This  figure  oifesb,  sig* 
nifying  wealth  or  substanta  we  meet  v^ith  in  ^echariah  xiv.  \% 


U    2 
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a  great  augmeddation  of  power  /d  fcwcb.tka 
suAj^cts  of  tJk  htast  witfii.thc  insuf^^tablc 
heat  and  fkrceckess  of  tyranny.     And  thi% 
(notwithstandii^  he  is  himsefiF^  by  omrvrard 
ptofession,  one  of  the  nations  subject  to  bit 
^iritual  dominion,  and  one  c^  hia  worship 
pers,  and  bears  his  mark,)  he»  by  God's  o\u^ 
ruling  Providence  efFecta,  without  desi^iQ|» 
any  thing  of  the  kind,  or  making  the  fulfill 
ment  of  the  prophecies  and  the  will  of  heaven 
any  part   of  his .  cpmideration.     From  diis 
period,  and  through  the  times  of  the  intermcH^ 
diate  vials,  until  the  seventh  i&  zi  hand^  he 
seems  to  have  continued  upon  the  increase, 
and  at  last  to  have  attained  to  the  supreme 
dominion  oter  all,  and  from  an  insignificant 
STOKE  (at  his  first  appearance,)  to  have  "be- 
come a  great  mountain,  and  filled  all  the 
earth."* 

*•    •  •  . 

From  the  fierce  and  savage  proclamation 
which  he  issues  out  in  his  fury,  and  in  mimic- 
ry of  the  stile  of  some  of  the  scripture  wor- 

*  Dan.  ii,  S5. 
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OAa.  lOpe  lifanaelf)^  thmferaci^  to  gbre  fbit 
^^li  of  die  aiidackms  oppakn  of  his  witt  ^^ior 

the  fot^fls  rf  thf  ehr^  ami  to  tb9  kaOs  ofHse 
JUldy^  wc  gather  that  the  insurrection  at  this 
tinie  must  I^aTe  gone  to  ai  cooai^crabie  extent; 
«9C«  th«re  are  kingi>^  arid  gmtit<ii^^  mH  fnjgi^ 
nmny  ai^  ^S'ri^/t  as  wdl  a&  persons  of  mfieador 
mnk  enumerated  in  the  oj^q^pag  armj^  which 
lie  16  about  to  amibikU^ik.^^fforik  The 
united  tyranny  of  the  »RAaou  and  f  ALJSf 
FROP^BT  whidt  wrovgkt  mir&clc^  before  Umj 
fef  the  fim^erance  oi  thear  comimon  designs 
^aifist  the  gospel^  bud  nom  been  esosrcbel 
(in  4i^€t  ftaternity  and  le«gMe)f.O¥er  the  sisb^ 
ject  world,  for  the  predestioated  term  of  d&r^ 
^^^Mf X  ^fffi/  a  bslfi  And  tibeae  kings  no«r 
found  in  reheUionv  rmj  hare  been  aoine  of 
the  vassal  soverrigns^  once  the  oreaitures  of  his^ 
power :  ^^for  be  sakh  are  not  my  princes  alto^ 
getber  Kma^  ?"t  ^^^  ^^^  b«n  harassed  bjr 
eapricioosr  tyraimy  mto  desperate  resistance ; 
or  they  are  perhaps  repentOMt  af  their  tempor-- 
ury  dissimulation^  and  feigned  or  forced  con^ 

«  1  Sam«  xTiL  44u  f  Im,  x*  S» 
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firmity^  and  impressed  with  a  gitming.  ztsot- 
riction  of  the  impiety  df  the  cause  to  which 
they  must  have  ^ven  their  $iq»port» 

^  And  I  saw  the  MSJsr  and  the  kings  if  the 
earthy  and  their  arm'us  gathered  together^  to 
make  war  against  him  that  sat  on  the  horse, 
and  agdnst  his  army*"— Though  kings  and 
great  mca  are  found  at  this  awful  crisis  under 
the  banners  of  Christ,  the  great  majority  of 
them,  even  the  powers  of  nearly  alt  the  worlds 
are  assembled  in  the  ranks  of  t^e  beast,  or 
DRAGON.^  In  this  state  of  things,  and  as  if 
it  were  the  ^gnal  for  the  batde  to  begin,  the 
seventh  angel  pours  out  Ids  vial  into  the  air, 
aad  its  efiects  are  immediately  decisive^  and 
tremendous  beyond  aU  the  former  vials;  the  ef- 
fects of  which,  diough,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  apostate,  they  partly  fell  upon  the 
beast,  or  dr^^n  himself,  (since  in  destroying 
others,  he  was  also  tormented  himself,)  yet 
by  this  he  himself  is  destroyed,     ^*  And  the 

*  Being  at  thi$  period  universal  despot,  he  sustains  the 
character  of  both  the  original  dragon  and  the  beast,  \yhich 
succeeded  hyn,  9S  appe^  from  Jlev.  xvi,  13. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


149 

BEAST  was  taken,  and  with  him  the  false 
PROPHET  that  wrought  miracles  before  blm^ 
with  which  he  deceived  them  that  had  receiv- 
ed the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  them  that  wor- 
shipped his  image.  These  both  were  cast 
alive  into  a  lake  of  fire  burmng  with  brim- 
stone.** By  an  event  of  the  batde  little  ex- 
p^ted,  and  which  will  give  the  name  of  the 
Valley  of  Decision  to  the  place  where  it 
will  be  fought,  a  prodigious  destruction  of  the 
armies  of  the  aliens  and  apostates  takes^  place, 
and  the  principals  are  taken  alivCy  and  doom- 
ed to  receive  a  punishment  suitable  to  tbdr 
wickedness  and  cruelty. 

It  is,  however,  most  probable  that,  as  the 
decision  of  this  mighty  struggle  has  been  e& 
fected,  by  some  visible  and  fearful  display  of 
the  indignation  of  God  upon  these  abandoned 
reprobates,  so  will  the  doom  assigned  to  them 
in  this  prophecy  also  be ;  that  they  "  shall  be 
cast  alive  into  a  lake  of  fire  burning  -njoitb 
brimstone^  The  beast  and  false  pro- 
phet are  figurative  characters,  though  pretty 
well  understood,  but  the  particular  mode  of 
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ibeir  capture  and  final  punisbnient  (ako  %tt« 
taaxvtly  cxpretted)  k  not  likdjr  to  be  certainly 
known,  till  time  and  events  have  unfolded 
the  veil  of  jwophecy,  and  given  a  dear  view, 
of  the  realities  to  which  these  figures  corre*^ 
spond.    To  haxard  a  conjecture,  I  think  there 
18  in  this  passage  a  remarkaUe  correspond-* 
cnoe  with  laaiah^s  prophecy  of  the  destiny  of 
Edom.*-^^^  And  the  streams  thereof  shall  be 
turned  into  fitcb^  and  the  dust  thereef  intQ 
brimstone^  and  the  land  thereof  shall  beconu: 
burning  pitch.    It  shall  not  be  quenched  night 
nor  day,  the  smoke  thereof  shall  go  up  f&r 
ever^    This  is  the  very  description  given  by 
St  John  of  the  perpetual  state  of  mystic  Ba- 
bylon, after  this  fatal  catastrophe,!  and  by 
Isaiah,  in  his  prophecy  of  Tophet  ordained 
ofoldiov  this  occasion,  to  be  a  suitable  prison 
for  the  mystic  king;  having  been  prepared  of 
God  when  he  made  the  world,  and  excavated 
deep  and  large ;  the  fuel  sufBcient  to  supply 
the  everlasting  volumes  of  smoke  and  fire, 
and  waiting  only  for  the  breath,  or  word  of 

♦  Issiiali  3CXX1V.  9.  f  Rev.  xix,  5. 
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the  Lord,  like  a  stream  of  briiwtotac,  t6.cX> 
plode  the  shell  of  rock  thatioov^s  it,  and  la/ 
opeaa XAKB  of  bir£  to  the  iutbaished  eje 
ofthe  behokkci^  % 

I  conceive  then,  that  while  the  conduct  of 
the  distant  war,  perh^tps  in  the  Holy  Land  It- 
self,! is  intrusted  by  the  imperial  dragon 
to  his  generals,  as  being  easy  to  be  decided  ia 
one  battle,  by  immense  superiority  of  »unir^ 
bers  aiid  instruments  of  destruction,  against 
powers  insignificant  and  ill  prepared  for  auclv 
aa  encounter ;  the  twa  principal  remain  in  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  world,  in  deep  consulta^ 
tion  for  further  mischief,  and  to  concert  to- 
gether the  spiritual  and  military  operations  of 
the  war  againsf  the  rising  church  of  Christ* 
And  thus  taken  in  their  own  trap,  as  the  re- 
bellious jews  were  in  Jerusalem,  one  fatal  day 
terminates  their  reign  and  lives  together,  by 
the  entire  destruction  of  their  armies  in  the 
field  of  battle,  through  the  visible  power  of 


*  Isaiah  xiv.  24,  25*     Daniel  xi.  4f4i  45« 
f  Isaiah  xxx.  33.     Rev.  xviii.  10, 

TOL.  II,  X 
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€rod,  and  by  pred^itaiing  them  betb^  ^itfa 
^ir  principal  partisans  in  attendance  at  tha|: 
time,  olive  into  the  fiery  gnlph  of  an  immense 
crater,  which  suddenly  opens  uademcadi  this 
second  Sodonu* 

*  This  conjfctum  gi^9  tome  (I  will  aot  MTthe  beat)  «o- 
count  of  the  d&aqom  smd  fai.sb  PRePHsr  hmgtalen  in  fbar 
&wtt  futt  A°d  in  what  maaoer  they  will  go  back — and  fall — and 
te  hrohm^~and  snared^-^nd  talen^  which  h  intinuited  in  sere- 
hd  prophecies  \  and  by  what  msans  they  can  b^  M/#dfiM  into 
a  uii^Eof  f  IRS  burning  with  bnnMtooe^  and  how  a  JkJr  of  ths^ 
unusual  kind  can  be  provided*  It  also  accounts  for  the  burn- 
ing of  Babylon  by  no  ordinary  event  of  a  military  capture*  but 
iy tbeHrohg handBfAe LordGodwiuhjndgeA her ^  (Rev.xviiL 
8»)  and  £ar  the  fislng  t^  cfher  smoit  fir  aver  tmd  ev<r  ^*  and 
for  this  being  done  in  the  presence  of  the  My  angJe  and  of  tie 
Lamtf  (Rev*  xiv,  10>)  or  in  public  sight  of  the  true  church  of 
Christ )  land  for  their  "being  called  to  be  spectaion  of  a  cakniity 
of  such  utipaialdled  horror,  (T8a.lxvL24.)    . 

This  conjecture  also  seems  to  account  &r  many  things 
spoken  in  the  ancient  prophets  of  ancient  Babylon,  and  applied 
by  St  John  to  the  mystic  Babylon*  or  Rome.—"  Tbertfore 
ikall  her  plAgues  come  m  one  day^  death*  and  mourning*  and  fit- 
mine  ;'^  (Rev. xviii.  8*)  and  that  "  in  one  hour  shall  bo^ judg« 
mentcome;"  (xviii.  10*)  and  for  the  singular  mode  of  her 
submersion  and  disappearipg  out  of  sight*—"  A  mighty  angel 
took  up  a  stone  like  a  great  millstbne*  and  cast  it  into  the  sea* 
aaying,  thus^^n^irst  riozsNCE  shall  that  great  city  BjBrioN  be 
thrown  down^  and  shall  be  found  no  more  at  all,*^ 
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To  this  unsttccettfiii  and  final  attempt  of  the  apostate 
powers  against  the  pure  church  of  Cbrist»  and  particularly  to 
the  horrible  e^ent  of  it  to  the  wicked  agents  engaged  in  it,  the 
prophetic  psalmist  allude's  in  several  places; — in  the  ninth 
psafanverypartiodaiiy.  **  The  Lofd  is  known  by /Af yw^^mm^ 
which  be  execuieib:  the  wicked  //  tnarei  in  the  work  of  his 
own  hands.  The  wicked  thali  be  turned  mto  HSitf  tmd  all  the 
nations  tbat  ¥okqrt  G0D9"  or  apostatise  from  him  to  idolatry* 
In  psalm  cxi.  3>  he  alludes  to  his  evil  machinations  against  ia» 
llgion,  and  the  divine  retribution  of  them. — **  I»et  hot  bie  mu" 
ic6i€Wh§f  hne^naJioH  pntfier^  kst  tbey  be  too  proud.  Let  hot 
burtting  eoiis  faU  upon  th^  ^''^(alitidifig  to  the  viab  of 
wtath  t)-*^«  kt  tbem  6eca9fktt9  tUfin^  and  mtodie  j^J^f,  that 
they  n^ver  ri«r  up  again;''  See  Se^  «•  p«  2$^  atAd  Se^l^  xv. 
f.39l,  &c„ 
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Ttbe  consequences  of  the  seventh  vial-'^The  mysfery 
>  of  Qod  is .  finishM^'^r'Tbe  ^  remaining  strength  ^jf 
the.  apostacy  wasted  by  intestine  division  and  civil 
w^rSf  which  depopulate  the  papal  kingdoms*-^ 
Suppression  of  the 'popish  church  dignities  and 
authorities. — Great  inveteracy  of  that  superstu 
tion^  which  even  these  terrible  and  lon^  continued 
judgments  cannot  easily  subdue* 

dY  the  dreadful  catastrophe  that  befals  the 
combined  multitudes  iji  the  Valley  of  Det 
CISION,  where  God  sits  as  judge  himself  m 
the  day  of  recompences^  and  by  the  still  more 
tremendous  judgment,  which  at  the  same  time 
in  another  quarter  overwhelms  the  two  prin* 
cipals,  and  the  capital  city  in  a  fiery  destruc- 
tion, there  is  a  decisive  blow  given  to  the  apos-- 
iacy;  and  the  two  witnesses  are  now  by 
%  great  voice  called  up  to  heaven,  and  j^mre 
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and  trae  retigion  is  in  general  securely  e8tab<» 
Ushed.* 

«*  And  the  remnant"— (of  the  apostates)— 
*^  were  slain  with  the  sword  of  him  that  sat 
upon  the  horse,  which  sword  proceeded  out  of 
his  mouth :  and  all  the  fowls  were  filled  with 
their  flesh."  The  consequence  of  this  result 
of  such  a  contest,  decided  in  so  undeniable  a 
manner  by  the  arm  and  interposition  of  God, 

*  la  Sect-  xiz.  I  have  observed  that  St  John  sums  up  the  hlu^ 
4ory  of  the  martyrs^  (which  suffered  from  the  persecuting  fanati- 
cism of  an  idolatrous  and  apostate  religion,  in  both  the  eastern 
and  western  churches,)  In  the  eleventh  chapter;  and  this  brief 
epitome  of  the  whole  Revelation  is  placed  there  where  the  his* 
tory  of  the  eastern  church  ends,  and  that  of  the  western  (under 
the  rule  of  the  fopr)  commences  $  and  its  several  parts  are  af- 
terwards unfolded  in  the  fonowing'visibus,  in  which  the  sutfer- 
•in^s,  and  death »  and  resurrection  of  the  witnesses  make  a  prin- 
cipal part*  The  i4se,  tyranny^  and  fall  of  the  beast  being  of 
•  Interest  no  otherwise  than  as  the  history  of  the  true  church  and 
faithful  servants  of  Christ  is  involved  in  it. 

Thtt  SAlTHQUAKS  with  which  the  history  of  the  witnessei 
coQcladeSf  (Rev.  xi.  IS,)  is  the  same  as  ths^t  in  chap.  xvi.  18^ 
where  the  effects  and  consequences  of  it,  (in  the  happy  rcstor* 
ation  of  the  true  church,  and  the  fall  and  ruin  of  the  apostacyi) 
are  represented  more'at  large ;  the  seventh  trumpet  (x.  7)  and 
the  sorenth  visd,  (xvi*  17»)  by  which  ^^Ac  mjttery  ofGodffMH 
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18  the  speedy  and  entire  suppreauon  ci  ^  tc^ 
maimng  strength  of  atheism,  and  idolatry^ 
and  superstition,  by  the  powerful  conviction  of 
CotTs  wordy  ao  strongly  Gcmfirmed  by  the  late 
eventa,  and  the  remaining  effects  of  them,  the 
visible  atud  striking  accomplishment  of  tlm 
prophecies  "  For  the  word  of  God,*'  says 
the  apostle,  ^^  is  quick,  and  powerful,  and 
sharper  than  any  two*edged  sword,  piercing 
even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spit 

to  hcfnuhedi^  both  coinoiding  with  that  time*  But  these 
events  are  not  instantaneous ;  a  considerable  time  is  to  be  sup- 
posed for  the  sounding  of  the  sevrath  trun^ety  and  also  for  tht 
effects  of  the  lial  to  appear^ 

It  is  remarkable  in  this  first  account  of  the  SAATHatiAta^ 
tliat  the  destructive  effects  of  it  are  confined  chiefly  to  ihi  beadit 
cr  governing  powers  of  the  cfostacy^  or  spiritual  wickedness  ia 
high  places*  (xi.  ISt)— <*  The  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell»  and 
in  the  earthquake  were  shun,''  (#v<^i»  mi^^^irm^itomma  hmi' 
num,  names  of  mentor)  **mettofeiiifname^d  eminea^ae  hi  Uie 
corrupt  church,  seven  thousand :  and  the  rest  were  affrightedt 
and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven  s**— yet  net  without  moie 
Judgments  expended  upcm  them»  and  considerable  tinae*  This 
coincidence  adds  further  evidence  that  this  is  iii  iamteartbfmii 
by  which  the  judgment  of  great  Babylon  was  chiefly  effected* 
f(xvi»190  and  the  bbast  and  falsb  proprbt  destroyed; 
wjhich  was  foUowed  (six.  20^  21}  by  the  ditodution  of  the 
^  whole  systeij^  of  popery,  aa  ia  repres^ted  in  this  tectioaw       ^ 
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lit.***    And  how  greatly  mutt  its  force  be  in-* 
cieased  under  such  ckcumstances  I    The  re* 
cent  fate  of  the  city  and  the  false  prophet^  (the 
pcde  itar  of  .their  superstition,)  not  only  leaves 
die  papal  church  in  total  and  bopcksi  darkness i^ 
and  remediless  despair^  but  they  have  undeni*' 
aUe  tokens  that  it  has  all  come  to  pass  exactly 
in  the  protesrant  acceptation  of  the  prophecies. 
They  are  now  beaten  out  of  their  ^ong  hold 
^  evasion^  and  have  no  more  the  false  pro- 
phet to  bolster  up  their  sinking  cause,  by 
lying  wonders  and  all  manner  of  decievableness 
of  unrighteousness.     Bigotry  and  superstition 
melt  away  before  truth,  like  ice  before  the 
sun }  and  the  hand  of  power  (now  unfavor-  ^ 
able  to  them)  is  laid  upon  the  remaining  ilU 
gotten  property  of  their  church,  which  is  ap- 
plied to  other  uses,  and  thus  in  a  sense  totally 
the  reverse  of  the  boastful  proclamation  of  the 
DRAGON, — ^  the  fowls  are  filed  with  their 

ficsbr 

The  pouring  out  of  the  seventh  vial,  or 
last  plague  upon  the  kingdom,  of  the  beist,  in 

♦  Heb.  iv.  12* 
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chapter  xvl  (from  which  we  digressed  to  tales 
in  this  more  disdnct  account  of  the  final  qU:a8« 
trophe,)  seems  to  be  a  representadon  of  the 
same  facts,  under  other  similitudes.  The  one 
vision  relating  the  particulars  that  concerned 
the  two  principals^  and  the  original  seat  of  the 
BEAST  \  the  other  giving  the  effect  that  was 
produced  by  this  vial  upon  the  system  of  the 
apostacy  in  general.  **  And  the  seventh  anget 
poured  out  his  vial  into  the  air,  and  there  came 
a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  of  heaven, 
from  the  throne,  saying,  it  is  done,"* 

*  When  our  blessed  Saviour  had  put  an  end  to  the  Mosaic 
dispensation,  by  fulfilling  the  last  of  the  prophecies  relating  to 
it,  he  bowed  his  head  and  gate  up  the  ghost,  saying,— •<  It  is 
finished!"  u'Tpt  TtT8Aig<ei  ■  ixU  consummafum  ut.  (John  xiz^ 
59. )  The  similar  expression  made  use  of  by  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
to  express  the  end  of  the  mystery  oflmqultyj  and  the  faO  of  antU 
iiristf  shews  the  great  importance  attached  to  this  long  expect* 
ed  event,  the  subject  of  so  many  prophecies.  And  the  tragi- 
cal  history  of  his  reign  yields  abundant  evidence  that  it  was  not 
without  reason ; — "  There  came  a  great  voice^  saying'-^Ir  is 
Dous  I  ^^xpyvo-et  ytyoH, — dicens  factum  est.  Beza  translates 
OEGONE  by  FUiT, — it  is  fast,  in  the  sense  of  Virgil's 


Fuimus  Troes  i  fuit  lUium,  et  ingens 


Gloria  teucrorum.  Virg.  iEa.  ii*  325. 

Trov  is  no  more-^^^Tid  Illium  *toas  a  town ! 

The  fatal  day,  th'  appointed  hour  is  cOme.<— D&td£N| 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


This  ppqolamation  of  tbe  voice^  coming 
frpm  the  Pivine  preg^QcCjK  (from  whence  thesi? 
pi;Qphecie&  proceed, .  and  fro^i  whence  the 
powexs  a,nd  commisisiQn  to  the  seven  angels^ 
the  instruments  of*  Qod-s  providence  in  the 
fulfilling  of  .them,  were  issued  out,)  sjticws 
that  by  t^iese  ^ucc^ssiye  events,  tie  mystery  of 
Qo^y,  contained  in,  .prophecy,  was  J^nisbe^^ 
«gr^^ahly  to  A.splemtt  a^ssur^nce  .b.efo;'^  giveni 
in  chap.  x. — Apt  singel  standing;  q&  ,th^  earth 
aad  §ea,  lifted  ijp.  his  hand  to  hea?vp  an^ 
Sware-T-QT/  xi^mg:  om  ho^^  er/,-  tmpus  nonfor^ 
mpliusy  "that  the  tiisrie  should  not  be  jtet^,  but 
in  thf  4ap .  of  the  voke  qf  the,  seyentb  ap^el^ 
when  h,e  shalt  begin  to  sounds  t^  ^:^iYSTERy, 
OF  Qpp  should  be  Jimshedy  and  t|ie  afflictions 
wherewith  the  chprch:  was  to  .be  exercised, 
dwng  tbe  long  continued  tyranny  pf,  thq 
KAN  OF  SIN,  ahould;liefre  hjaye,  a  period.*    - 


*•  WJie}ii.tlu8  .»B08??9y:V^^.^  reyealod  to,  the-cjiurcb  bjr  Saipjt 
Paul,  it  was  called  the^MyssrERV  of  iniquity,  which  how 
well  it  deserves  to  be  deemed,  has  been  fully  shewn.  Yet  as 
it  was  foreknown  to  God,  and  by  hiin  revealed  in  prophecy,  in 

all  its  parts  ftom  beginning  to  end,  and  the  effects  resulting 

■    '    t  '■    '  ■    .    '       *         '  '    ♦  ">  ^ 

i\fxai  It  w?re  under  hU  supreme  coniroul^  and  as  it  was  suffered 

VOL.  ii;»  y 
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The  voice  tut  oftbt  temple  bf  God^  which 
now  represents  the  whole  churchy  in  its  purci 
and  reformed  state,  as  under  the  tyranny  of 
the  apostacy  and  man  of  sin,  but  a  small paH 
of  the  church  of  Christ  had  been  so  represent- 
ed, taay  also  signify  \ht  ^nj^animour  opinion  of 
the  christian  Worlds  that  papal  Rome  was 
indeed  the  mV^tiC  BAflYLON  ;  and  that  hei^ 
doom  has  been  truly  siich  as  the  prophets  had 
foretold,'^-^**  And  there  were  voices,  and  thun- 
ders, and  lightnings,  afid  there  was  a  great 
earthquake^  such  as  kvas  not  since  men  nUere 
upon  the  earthy  so  mighty  an  earthquake  and 
so  great^^  These  figtlres,  which  in  the  Reveld- 
tion  are  the  cobmtin  fcmblfetiis  of  great  changes 
ind  revolutionary  commotiohs,  have  been  iil 
part  already  ex{)lained  in  the  la^t  section.  The 
earthquake^  upoh  which  a  Very  particular  em-^ 
phasis  seems  to  be  Idd  by  the  Holy  Spiriti 
may  therefore  be  hot  only  an  emblematical, 
but  a  real  one  also ;  and  such  as  will  shake 
the  globe  of  the  earth  to  its  very  centre,  since 

to  exist  i)y  his  forbearance,  for  reasofts  to  u$  myrtcriout,  it  is 
here  c^lW  the  mystefy  of  God^  in  the  sense  of  Amos,  iin  6,— 
«*  Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and  theXord  hath  not  done  it  V* 
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<i^  U  to  be  the  meaas  of  opening  the  wide  and 
tremendous  gulph  of  Tophet,*  more  like, 
from  its  vast  diameter  and  circumference,  to  a 
lake  of  liquid  fire  than  the  crater  of  a  volcano, 
the  production  of  any  earthquake  the  world 
^as  e  vf  r  yet  If e^cj  of,  t    . 

To  thcs§  various  efifccts  of  tl^e  seventh  vial 
fhere  8e$m$  to  he  an  allusion  in  Isaiah  xxiv. 
17.—**  Fear^  find  the  pit^  and  the  snare  are 
Vppn  tjiee,  Q  inhabitant  of  the  earth.  And 
it  shall  come  to  pass  that  he  who  fleeth  from 
th^  noise  of  tbf  feufy  shall  fall  into  the  pit  ; 
and  he  that  cometh  out  pf  the  midst  of  the 
pity'^{ox  by  local  situation  at  the  time  escapes 
that  catastrophe,)-r-fihall  be  taken  in  tbe^  inare: 

*  "  Hell  from  beneath  is  moved  for  thee,*/,  I?a-  xiv.  9* 
t  The  terrible  e&ecta  that  hare  been  produced  by  ear^h^ 
quakes  at  Lisbon,  Msssiha,  itithe  West  Inoies,  &c.  whole 
islands  having  been  nosed  out  of  the  lea,  and  others  submerged 
under  the  waves,  instruct  us  what  may  be  expected  from  this  ; 
^hich  is  to  be  expressive  o^  tk^  utter  abhorrence  God  has  ever 
had  of  the  abominations  o/*popery,  though  he  reserved  the  judg» 
pient  upon  it  until  now«  The  image  given  of  it  in  Isai«  XK^iv* 
j9,  (See  Sect*  xv.)  entirely  corresponds  with  the  idea  of  a  lai^ 
ofjire^  extending  several  miles. 

y  % 
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ft)r  the  windows  frota  on  feigh  arc  bpcned, 
(and  tTireaten  another  delnge  from  above, 
i«^hile  from  beneatli)  the  foundations  of  the- 
earth  do  shake. — Tke  eHrtb  is  utterly  brokea 
down,  the  earth  is  clean  dissol^d,  the  tarfh 
is  moved  exceedingly.  The  earth  *hall  red 
to  and  fro  like  a  drunkard,  and  shall  be  re« 
moved  like  a  cottage,  AJ^D  TBB  tkAns- 

GRESSIpN  THEREOF  SHALL  BE  fiEAVY  OK 

IT,  and  it  shall  fall,  and  not  rise  s^ain/^*— 
Allowing  for  thfe  figurative  and  hyperbdtical 
€(tile  of  prophecy,  the  real  dnd  prejudicial 
changes  in  the  surface  of  the  earth  here  for-e- 
told,  will  doubtless  be  confined  to  those  coun- 
tries where  the  ^heavy  transgression  that  is  to 
be  thus  punished,  has  most  peculiarly  prevail-- 
^d.  The  earth  here  intended,  is  therefore  to 
be  understood  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  papain 
spiritual  empire^  where  "the  MAN  of  the 
EARTH  shall  no  more  cppress^^ 

*  Psalm  cxi.  9» 

t  Ps.  X.  18.  In  Sect.  x.  p.  271,  I  have  shewn  the  striking 
application  of  the  whole  of  this  prophetical  Psalm  to  the  papal 
tyranny,  the  head  of  that  apostacy  being  here  called  "  thb 

WICKED, THE.  MAN    OF    THE    EARTH," ^38  by  St  Paul  he  J> 

called  "THE  LAWLESS, — THE  MAN  OF  SIN." 
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'^  And  tbe'grtai  tiiy  \t^aS  drfrl^tdliito  Arw 
parts,  att4*tlie  cities  of  tire  natibm  ielf,  ind^ 
CHEAT  BabyIon  came  in  t^tftembraiice  be- 
fore' God,  to  give  tlntb  her  tlie  clip  of  the 
wiiie  t)f  the  fifercetiess  of  Kb  wrath.^— The- 
^rtat  tity  means  the  nvbole  ectksiastical  rt^ 
puMrc  of /o^ry,  made  iipx>F  many  ^ifititent 
kingdoms,  and  nations,  aird  tongues,*  as  an 
ordinary  city  is  of  its  different  departments/ 
Thus  f*  die  dead  bodies  of  the  'Wimesses  lay 
/«  thi  xtrret  v/fhe  great  city  tfeee  days  atid  a 

h"alf,^t  ^^^  **  '^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  '^^^  cruets 
ji?f^^;-^all  which  the  divine' writer  expressly 
says  is  to  be  understood  in  a  mystical  sense^  as' 
welj  as  the  various  names  of  Sqdom,  Egypt, 
EdoM,  BABYLOif,  &c.  by  which  this  ^r^^/ 
r/'/y  is  distingmshed  in  prophecy.     After  thi^' 
eignal  act  t>f  divine  justice  4nd  real  Atrto  DA 
FE,  inflicted  upon  the  cify^  iind  ttrfitories^  and 
throne  qf  the  Beast  ^nd  his  imag2  *  Which" 
involved  the  principals  themselves  in  the  hor- 
rible devastation ;  the  subordinate  kingdoms, 
ipvhich  ^*  have  run  to  the  same  excess  of  ri6t,'* 

f  ^Rev»  xvii.  15,  j*  Rev,  xi,  8, 
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are  cofopelled  to  4riok  of  her  cup.    Divisions 
of  the  mo$t  inveterate  nature  and  &tal  conse-; 
quence  arise  amongst  the  bigotted  adherents 
of  the  PAPACY,  and  the  cities  in  catholic  qbe* 
^ience  to  the  spLrituai  empire  now  without  a 
head)  are  chastised  by  some  calaipitops  events 
proportionate  to  the  torn  against  christian  faith 
^d  charity,  with  which  they  have  wearied  the 
patience  of  heaven*      Popery  now  become^; 
not  only  the  e:;|cecration  of  all  that  are  without 
her  communion,  but  by  divine  &enzy  turn^ 
die  point  of  the  avenging  dagger,  prepared 
for  her  enemies,  inward  upon  her  own  bow- 
els. 

These  times  of  inconceivable  distress,  and 
•calamity  to  jthat  devoted  people,  (which  still 
will  not  see  their  errors  and  repent,  but  li^e 
the  unbelieving  jews,  abandoned  of  grace,  per-r 
^pvere  obstinately  in  a  de^e^rate  and  fruidess 
resistance,  even  after  their  bond  of  union  is 
broken,)  remind  us  of  thpse  prophecies  which, 
^eak  of  the  desolation  occasioned  by  these 
civil  and  anarchical  wars,  by  which  the  ruin 
of  popery  will  have  been  fpr  several  years 
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pefhai)S  carrying  on.  "  And  at  thai  time 
i^hall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince 
which  standeth  fbr  the  children  of  thy  peo- 
ple ;  and  there  shall  be  a  time  of  trouble, 
such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation^ 
even  to  that  same  time  ;   and   at    THAT 

TiMfe  THY  PEOPLE  SHALL  BE  DELIVER- 
ED,* every  one  that  shall  be  found  written  in 
the  book.f  **  And  in  that  day^  seven  wo- 
men shall  take  hold  bf  one  man,  saying,  we 
will  eat  our  own  bread,  and  wear  our  own 
apparel ;  only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name, 
to  take  away  our  reproach.  In  that  day  shall 
THE  BRANCH  6f  the  Lord  be  beautiful  and 
glorious^  and  the  fruit  of  the  earth  shall  be 
excellent  and  comely,  for  them  that  are  es^ 
caped  qf  IsraeV^ — (the  faithful  witnesses  that 
have  survived  th§,  preceding  troubles).—**  And 

*  It  is  the  constant  TOice  of  prophecyf  that  the  restoration 
^  the  jew8  shall  he  a  time  of  great  tr^ubkf  and  will  he  intimately 
connected  with  the  sewrpng  and  overthrow  of  the  papal  afattacfj 
The  great  prince  Michael^  the  patron^  and  piiotectorj  and-re-* 
deemer  of  the  churchy  sustains  here  the  same  character  as  in  Re^ 
▼ektionsxix.  11. 

f  Daniel  xii,  1. 
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2t  shall  come  to  pas$  that  be  that  is  left  in  Zl^ 
w,  and  be  that  remaineib  in  Jeru^akm^  shall 
be  called  boly^  every  one4;hat  is  written  aaiong 
the  living  in  Jerusalem.  When  the  Lord  shall 
have  v^rashed  away  the  filth  of  the  daughters  of 
Zion,  and  shall  have  purged  the  blood  of  Je- 
rusalem from  the  midst  thereof,  by  the  spirit 
fffjudgmenty  and  by  the  spirit , of  burnin^^^ 

"  And  every  Island  fled  away,  aqd  the 
mountains  were  not  found.     And  there  f^Il 

♦  Isai*  iv.  !•  I  consider  the  design  of  tbe  propliet's  wor^ 
in  the  first  verae»  to  he  a  stxnng  intimation  of  the  destructipm  of 
the  human  species^and  of  the  scartlty  of  men  at  thU  timey  occa- 
eioaed  hy  the  preceding  wars  and  pl^gue^ ;  ajid  that  it  is  here 
expressed  agreeably  to  the  ideas  and  customs  of  the  Jews',  and  ^ 
their  law  then  snhsistingy  h  naturally  to  be  expected.  It  wouM 
teve  been  very  avrKward  had  it  been  otherwise.  But  that  the 
propheoy  relates  not  to  the  babylonmh  captivity  but  the 
B.OMAN,  and  to  tbe  time  of  its  termination  and  of  the  restoration  of 
Israeli  is  evident  from  the  words  themselves. 

The  BHANCH  is  one  of  the  appropriate  names  of  Christ. 
{2^ch.  iii,  8  ;  vi.  1^)  Thd  time  of  hi»^^iMtf  UngdamatA 
chief  hcatsty  is  yet  future  ;-*-and  «*  tbe  escaped  of  Israel**  are  one 
^ay  here  promised  a  portion  therein.— .^Their  %e€d  s^ndfesitence, 
and  the  purity  and  holiness  of  this  period  that  is  to  ensue,  upon 
the  fall  of  their  great  enemy,  is  the  subject  of  many  correspond* 
fog  prophecies.     See  Sect,  v. 
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ilpon  men  a  great  hail  cut  oi  heaven,  everf 
stone  about  the  weight  of  a  talent,  and  men 
blasphemed  God  because  <£  the  plague  of  the 
jbail,  for  the  plague  thereof  was  lexceeding 
greatk^'^-^The  disappearance  of  the  islands 
and  motthtcdns  in  the  late  papal  empire,  may 
dgnify  the  abolition  <^  the  ^reat  church  dig^ 
fikksy  or  lesser  popedoms i^  in  that  Corrupt  corn- 
munion ;  and  together  with  the  continued 
dissolution  of  the  tAonasterks  and  convints^ 
and  this  whole  system  of  monkery,  answer  to 
verse  2 1^  of  thfe  nineteenth  chapter,  where  it 
is  sadd  "  all  the  Jowls  were  Jilled  with  their 
Jlesb^^  The  same  is  also  intiiQated  by  the 
prc^het  Zechariah  (xiv.  1 2)* — ^^  And  this 
shall  be  the  plague  wherewith  the  Lord  shall 
smite  all  the  people  that  ha'Oe  fought  against 
JemsalenC'^'^^i^t,  emblem  of  the  true  church 
of  Christ),  *  Their  Jlesh'^  shall  consume 
away  while  they  stand  upon  their  feet  y — ^and 
&eir  eyes\  shall  consume  away  in  their  holes, 

*  The  spofls  of  the  churchy  obtained  by  fUms  frauds^  and 
^6w  seized  by  Rcenced  robher'tes* 

f  Eybs  allude  to  the  episcopal  principalitiks  and 
jB(iGNiTi£s«    (See  Sea.  xxii.  p.  93,  and  Sect,  xxxii.) 
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*— and  ^fk  io^^uc^  shall  ci^ismae  aimf  in 
%heir  ra^uib.  Aad  it  «haU  oome  to  passiia 
^at^y,  that  ^  great  totauk  from  ^  L<mi*' 
^setit  as  a  scoiirge  of  God|)  ^*>8hafl  be  anyocig 
diem,  and  they  shiti  lay  h^  every  oae  oa 
tbe  hand  cf  hk  ac^^bov,  and  his  faaad  s3iaH 
-rise  up  agamst  the  haod  of  his  ncaghhcmr." 
^  Isaiah  Kix.  a^  thefe  k  a  firopbecy  of  ^vM 
^issenticm,  ^clty  agamt  city,  and  kingdom 
^^mt  kkgdom,"  to  be  sent  in  judgmeac 
i!ipcm  tlfce  CYSTICA!:,  fieypT^  vf/hidi  may 
peihaps  syndiTonize  with  this  time.  These 
calamities  may  be  the  meaning  of  tie  ^  great 
4)ail^  Whidh  fell  upon  thefti  out  of  heaven^ 
which  intimates  that  it  shafl  be  some  veiy  af- 
flictive calamity,f  and  ^hall  grow  up  out  ^ 

*  Thfc  TimcuR  expresies  their  Mminatiftg  excmmmmmi 
and  Mls^  now  falling  into  contempt,  ;|nd  the  decline  of  the 
LATIN  TONGUE,  used  in  their  church  service,  \jrhich  was  one 
remarkable  characteristic  of  the  romaht  bbast.  The  head 
OF  THE  CHURCH  heiQg  DOW  nomope»  and  the  mowtraffiiu 
strength  cut  asunder,  its  decay  will  be  rapid,  while  apparently 
it  «till  "  standi  upon  thftet*** 

f  Hatl  is  the  common  prophetic  emblem  of  popular  com- 
motions, and  the  unconimofi  size  of  this,  and  great  the  tortHent 
ttid  destniction  they  suffer  from  it,  express  the  severity  of  Adr 
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the  cburcbj  or  popish  system  itself.  But  the 
effect  it  produces,  in  not  leading  them  to  r^<- 
jftectiott  and  repentance^  but  rousing  their  lan- 
guid zeal  ta  ^eatt r  vigowr  in  the  repetition  of 
their  idolatrous  blasphemes^  is  a  proof  how 
deep  the  papal  cancer  must  have  struck  its 
roots,  since  they  are  still  not  to  be  drawn  out 
eyeti  after  the  head  and  principal  Umb$  have 
l)cen  4estroy'ed, 

sufferings  b^p  tl^cse  faultiplied  and  successive  judgNQi^ents.  of  al» 
most  every  description, — "  They  shall  pass  through  it,  hardly 
bestead  and  hungry  .•  and  it  shall  c6me  to  pjiss,  that  wlWn  they 
shall  be  hun^,  they  shaB  fret  themselves,  and  ewrse  their  Bngf 
ond  their  Gadf  and  look  fj^«iar</,"— r(to  idols,  but  not  to  Jesus 
Christ  himself).  Isai«  viii.  21*  ^^DiODoaus  speaketh  of 
hailstqnes  which  weig^hed  a  pound  and  more  \  Fhilostorgivs 
mentions  hail  that  weighed  eight  pounds ;  but  these  are  about 
tbi  weigh*  rfa  bdenf,  or  about  ov  hundred  ptmod$t  a  vtrapig  fi« 
^W*  to  denote  the  jjre^tn^ss  *nd  seyerity  of  the§c  judgments*'' 

Newtony  vol.  iiL  p.  284»« 


*    ? 
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SECTION  XXVI, 


The  church  of  Rome  clearly  pointed  out  by  St  John 
as  the  object  of  the  foregoing  prophecies ^-^Ex^ 
bibited  as  an  adulteress^  sorceress^  and  ntur'* 
deress. — Wonderful  coincidence  of  existing  factf 
with  this  descriptfon.'^Hymns  to  Mabu^zim*"-^ 
St  Jobn^s  hieroglyphic  explained  by  drewnstancex 
of  kcality  wkicb  tb^  €atkolic  writes  tbetmfilvei 
udmit^ 

After  this  account  of  the  pQuiiag  out  of 
the  seven  viala  of  the  wrath  of  Gk>d|  \xpoa  die 
kingdom  of  the  antichristian  tyrant,  by  the 
effect  of  which  (in  several  successive  stages  of 
decline  and  &II9)  its  endre  ruin  and  actkpar 
tion  is  to  be  accomplished ;  the  prophet  pro* 
feeds  in  chap.  xvii.  to  give  a  complete  view, 
in  the  samp  figurative  stile,  of  the  apostate 
church,  supposed  to  be  taken  when  she  was 
9t  the  utinost  hei|ht  of  her  imperious  domin-^ 
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Ion  over  the  christian  world.    And  in  the 
xviii.  chap,  several  additional  particulars  are 
given  of  her  fall  and  judgment,  taken 
jErom  the  ancient  prophets.     Thia  seems  de- 
signed .both  to  shew  that  tbeir  prophecies  bad 
a  further  scope^  and  another  object  in  view, 
far  beyond  that  to  which  in  the  first  sense 
they  were  apparently  addressed }  and  likewise 
to  give  so  many  and  so  strong  marks  of  dts^ 
crimination  and  character^  that;  it  should  be 
ne^t  to  impossible  to  mistake  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  prophecy.     The  mystagooue. 
upon  this  occasion,  is  one  of  the  artels  winch 
had  the  seven  vials ^  which  denotes,  that  if  the 
pHURCH  pF  Rome  was  so  well  known  be- 
fore, as  to  be  accused  by  many  even  of  her 
own  communion,  of  antichridtianism  and  ex-- 
cessive  corruption,  the  event  of  the  reforma- 
fiotty  and  the  judgments  which  followed^  (at 
first  in  slow,  but  afterwards  in  quicker  sucr 
cession,)  will  be  to  our  times  such  a  mysta- 
jgogue,  and  will  make  it  notorious  to  all  the 
world  that  she  is  in  truth  the  subject  of  these 
j^pbeci^ 
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And  he  said^  ^^  come  bkl^^  mi  1  will 
sbew  lAHa  tibee  the  judgment  of  the  great 

iriiom  J^  iUfig^i^^  ^^^  ^^x^  harre  committed 
Ibmication,  and  l(br  uibM/ers  of  the  earth 
liftve  btfen  made  drm^  ^i^kh  the  wine  of  heg^ 
fiExraicalitm.^  Atid  I  saw  a  woinan  nt  upon 
a  ssarlet  €donr§d  BEA9t'\  full  of  names,  c^ 

*  The  earth f  in  the  It3e  of  prophecy^  does  not  ine«n  the 
vfhok  globe^  but  that  country  or  empire  only  which  is  the  par- 
ticular subject  of  the  prophecy.  Here  it  means  the  roman 
esifttfe^  Of  #ueb  past  of  it  where  the  refig^on  and  jurfsdktion 
of  the  90RB  waa  acknowledged*  The  deeroe  of  Aug[ii6tii% 
that  all  the  world  should  be  taxed,  (Luke  ii.  1,)  is  of  the 
same  import ;-— and  the  destruction  of  the  earthy  (in  Isai.  xxiv. 
ITf^has  the  same  extent  and  meaning.— See  Sect.  xxii.  p«  8$i 

+  This  description  of  the  corrupt  churdi,  agrees  with  my 
idea  of  the  two  masts  i|ad  their  imXgbs  in  Sect*  xiac.  p.  ^ 
allowing  for  that  variety  in  the  choice  of  emblems  to  express 
the  same  thing,  so  frequent  in  prophecy.  .  The^  beast  with  seven 
heads  and  ten  horns  is  the  same  as  the  first  beast,  or  anti- 
christian  empire  of  Rome,  which  succeeded  the  dmgoat  or  ortw 
ginal  pagan  eimpine*  (Rev.  xiii*  4.)  Tlhe  woman  whj^b  n4^ 
upon  him,  is  the  antichristian  church  hierarchy,  aqd  answers  tff, 
the  SECOND  BEAST*  This  description  being  more  general,  and 
giving  an  idea  of  the  corruption  of  the  church  a^  large,  has  no- 
thing to  correspond  to  the  image  of  the  beast,  or  iUte  hapa^Yi, 
^y  Daniel  called  the  tiTTi,!,  horN|  or  the  eleventh.     //  f^L^wf 
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Uaq^beeny^  having  scami  heads  aad  tea  liotiui 
And  die  woinan  mM  arrayed  in  parpk  and 
^carht  cdomr^  «ad  decked  with  ^dd  and  pre* 
dous  stoae  jwd  pearls,  having  a  goUen  cup 
in  her  I^uid,^  full  of  abomiaaitions  and  £khi« 
bess  of  her  fornication."  The  apostate  chmdi 
IS  xqures^ntdd  under  the  usmd  emblem  (fa  wo*- 
-num^  as  the  primitiv^-^hurch  had  aiso  been  in 
^ap,  xii.  tmt «  the  attire  and  ornaments  of 
the  latter  were  ^tnblematicd  of  the  truth 
iand  purit^p-  of  the  gospel,  that  of  the  woman 
here  exhibited  to  view  is  eKpressm  ako  of 
her  character  and  profession,  of  an  harlot  and 
a  -sorceress.  The  true  diurch  and  witnesses 
of  Christ  are  always  represented  as  heiog 
dcftbtd  in  fine  linen^  winte  and  tlean^'l^  die 

huluded  in  the  general  description  of  the  apoetate  church*  The  ten 
boms  ai:^  mentioned*  but  not  the  eleventh*  His  actions  .are 
bere  ascribed  to  the  corrupt  church  itself*     • 

t  I^  ifrequmcy  ^h  tx^bich  tUs  endblem  <if  the  >in«r9nl 
4rath  and  4>u»hf  of  doctnne  and  naniierB  io  ^e  tnie  cbinidi 
ADcun  in  SGtipbove,  «iigbt  «eeai  to  be  a  suScieiit  4^ogy  for 
llie  ^areh  of  Etrglaiiu!  retaining  the  we  of  the  iwfSee  in  kar  re» 
SgSouB  semces^  notwithstawimg  the  aUbonence  4he  dissented^ 
express  afusst  it.as  ^  **xaq  ov  EOM^ay,''      It  it  Mxadft 
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simplidty  of  their  attire  bdng  emUenotat^ 
of  the  undi^msed  faith  and  practice  of  tcU* 
^on  which  they  profess ;  but  the  meretrid«- 
ous  ornaments  of  the  apostate  church  are  dis^ 
gustingly  the  reverse  in  every  thin^  Cor- 
rupt herself,  and  wholly  abandoned  to  her 
spiritual  illicit  amours^  or  idolatry,  die  se^ 
duces  the  nations  of  the  earth  into  a  commu- 
nion and  fellowship  with  her,  in  the  same 
Wantonness  of  superstition  and  sin.  For  this 
reason  she  is  here  distinguished  by  the  well 
earned  appellation  of  the  great  whorb, 
the  MOTHER  OF  HARLOTS,  her  comipttng 
example,  and  even  compulsatory  measures, 
having  always  led  the  way  to  every  reli^ous 
abomination  that  God  hates,  and  the  gospel 


the  emblem  of  fresetit  ianctifiaaion  and  future  jus^ca^uh  the 
gift  of  Christ  to  them  that  overcome.  (Ret.  iii.  4,  5 ;  iv.  4 } 
vii.  9»  IS}  XTy  6:  xix.  8,  14*)  Christ  and  all  his  fbUowert 
are  represented  riding  on  *^  white  horses,  eloihed  mfke  Bhen^ 
mfhiu and deaUf  (Rev.  six.  14,)  and  the  church»  tht  bride  of 
the  Lamb»  is  presented  to  him  so  adomed»  simplex  mundiliic* 
^  And  to  her  was  granted  that  she  should  be  amyedutjim  Rum^ 
ckan  and  wtiu^iov  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints.'^ 
(Rev*  xix.  R.)  It  is  the  emblem  of  it>  and  certainly  addk 
greatly  to  the  decency  of  appearance  in  divine  WQCshipt 
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Ift  Iterh^a  Ml  r!tt^*leatift|;  ctiji  of  Ibvte  {io^ 

'  tioii,  M^<*wfeii%fcfe  fisairiates  IHfe  lihaehMnfli^ 

Sa^  Snd  ^afedioni  oFlifei:  fo^eiiS,  that  altiibiigk 

t^^y  «ft  Mf^lttiitfca  ^th  fJtttJttg  diillisidh  W 
^mkftf^  id  het  guilty  conltfifei'eej  dttd  hat^ 
not  the  power  td  leat  Ihethifelfes  la^^a^  ffotfi 
her  embrace.*  CIrce  of  old  did  not  sue- 
€lged  rtWffe  gUlctadl^  Ifl  hfer  eAefaiintttidnts, 

ptstt  yet  an  enemy  to  their  horrid  in^etiesy  which  he  severely 
lashes*    Speaking  thus  of  the  setular  priests  r-— 

Ininsi  superisy  foedaq.  libidine  olentest  ... 
lleU,  rrustra  incesiis  iterant  safcra  cJr^a  ^ttiii. 
Irritafiti  i^aq,  inoVbnt,  nod  MiAM  fledlunt; 

<!rtfr8t  of  t^  fiWt^My' ptrwew^-delfll'd  with  dn, 
Th*  incestuous  priests  their  sacred  rites  begin. 
Ah  I  what  vh^i  flieiif  pHyeh  ?-^they  only  mbvfe 
To  wrath,  (tiot  iti^i^ey,)  the  bleft  Powers  ftolre. 

And  of  the  regulars  he  says** 


-Ovitufa  ihil&  stJb  itHkre  firan^es 


lAfiuXe  LjtaMku  sH^vaui,  €t  criMne  Mordent. 
(2;uod^pQem  Tirlu^%.bab^f9.8cebs  omqe  cd1qi«|» 

■    'RayM^^  rfieep^*  ddthirig,  tSey  tfhe  fraUdful  mind 
•'  •  A^i'lieart  of  rav*ning  wolves  retain  within : 
'^OL.  II.  A  A 
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^hen  she  changed  the  companions  of  Ulysses 
into  beasts^  than  this  modern  sorceress  doet 
in  transforming  the  servants  of  Christ  into 
the  idolaters  of  mahuzzim,  and^changing 
his  easy  and  honorable  yoke  into  a  Inirtben- 
some  and  ignominious  captivity  to  supersti-* 
don,  and  the  reasons^ble  service  of  the  gospel 

into  mystery  and  blasphemy. 

* 

.  This  idea  is  taken  from  Jeremiah  li.  7. 
The  Babylon  whose  judgments  he  desoibes 
in  that  chapter  bdng  explained  by  St  Jc^n  to' 
mean  the  mystic  Babylon,  the  subject  of  his 
prophecy.—^  Babylon  hath  been  a  golden  c^ 
in  the  Lord's  hand,  thit  nuuk  all  the  earth 
drunken :  the  nations  have  4r4inlen  if  her 
^ne^  therefore  the  natiom  are  mad^^  .  She  it 

Their  studied  crime's  so  artfully  designed-**  • 
'Tis  seeming  vktue*  yet  'tis  foulest  sia. 

And  of  Rome  he  says**^ 

Vivere  qui  saiH:te  captiSf  discedite^  Roma 
Omnia  cum  lioeant»  noo  licet,  esse  pium. 

'Flee  Rome,  wouldst  thou  be*  holy,  come  not  fifear, 
Thou  maysti)e  asy  tliii^  btttgodl^  thereb^^ 
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^skdng  upon  many  waters/'  to  denote  the 
catholic  or  universal  supremacy  to  which  she 
pretends;  the  watera being  exphdned  (ver.  15) 
to  mean  ^^  peoples,  and  miUtitudes,  and  nadonSi 
and  tongueii/'  which  have  submitted  them- 
selves with  a  blind  obedience  to  her  spiritual 
tyranny,  embraced  her  cormpt  doctrines,  and 
even  contended  for  the  support  of  her  autho- 
rity ^^  power,  against  reagOin,  cpnscience, 
the  n^htpf  is^pture,  and^the  law9  pf  huma^ 
nity,  ,  *'  l^e  is  repr^8en|e4  9»  "  dr^fiken^  kut^ 
fua  wUb.^i^ej^  nw  yet  with  aflaic^on^  but. 
with  cruelty  and  wanton  bloodshed.."     "I 
sMr the  vfomxsk drunken  whbJbe  bl^ofjbe  ^ 
saints^  and  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of ' 
JfSus.*'     The  purpl6  rob6s  in  w4iich  sh?  U 
4UT2^yed,  and  with  which  even. the  very  beast . 
on  which  she  aits  is  covered,  have  been  well 
imagiried  by  the  protestant  writers  to  have  ' 
beef^  4)fed  red  with  blood.* 

'*  The  church  of  Rome  has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate,  (or 
p^itiajW^to  upeak  more^nily^  has  b«fen  fed -by  oVer  ruling  Pro-  * 
yideai^i'ri  ^knigtipon  hciedf-tfae  cktMCtarittic  marls  -cfihrn'- 
MiASr*     Not  only  l^t  pont^ Unuelft  but'tne  borse  which  betrt. 
him,  siRd  the  carding  vrhich  follow  ia  his  tnda  on  dayi  9I 

A  A  3 
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C|:e4^  xnihi,  i^ulfe  a^tutat^s  xxmkc^  ve§Uaj 

Divitc  nee  cocco  pallia  tincta  videp. 
Std  qus  iiibiuvMesy  saoctortitn  caede  ^ilrorumy 

That  gQrgeoHft  p^l  thaf.  f^yyi  ^itt^  tpfPi  di^H  •  . 
To  murder'd  saints  that  blusl^ng  colouir  's  due^ 
And  stains  of  gutbles^  Mood  (hat  tint  supply. 

tKHi  of  thip  impair  ^nky :  smd  ih^  popes- 
]io  soonei'  tisurped*  ^ke  soyeBeigfity  of  Rome, 
the  seat  of  ^  die  Ca^saFS,*  im4  extended  &eir 

soienn  |mioei(0on»  waRxaomtt  wi(i  smiM^  a%thfrpfo|i«[t 
has  here  bcforehai^4  de89ribed.  thcpt 

The  xAzrAr/  i^{  is  the  bad^e  of  dignity  to  the  ca^na^  whidi 
zxt  the  princes  of  the  ecclesiastical  empire.  In  the  year  1254, 
Pope  Innocrat  Vfi  ordidned  that  i&ie  cardinals  should  wear 
MSDmdru  ^*  honeslandi  qn&nt^gratia»f  ita^  likiimr^*^^  an* 
hmjorarj  i^/iri^G^  their,  l^gh  wpl^**— «^  ^ajyfilM:ff:^km, 
retuSncss  to  shed  tbar  likoifw  ih.churthf*'  ni^a^  Oniiphriust, 
But  more  probably  by  divine  ordinance^  to  declare  to  all  the 
world  that  tkfi  Mood  oftifi  martyrs  was  on  thdr  heads,  and  for 
thc^  fu]%iea^  of  pipjjjhefjlb  E^  i^^^  ^t.  s^^  t9i|a^  thou* 
sands,  of  the  Albigepsts  v^f^  b^t€}t^re4t  Tq.  ^f  f^  idtk. 
abpiit  H71j  Polici  IHuil  IL  added  <»fe/ iyCir<^*9-Coi«9«iid^ 
PiaoK.    i&t*  Popeiy« 
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i^^sitxtd:  at^horky  cmt  the  vv^ob  clmi^y  dtea' 
tli^iatei$Kd  themieke&wtk  the  pusplc)  orl 
scarJi^coliQiirdd  rd^e^  aod  ky  tl^rridiiiicSB  oi 
/^.  fmf^^i  Jk^  ^4  tiam  m>l,QnIy"ww4 

4pffH9l(?P%qf  the  po^Mpei^  a;iad«  UI>:f)f  ^M*- 

fulfil  ^ej^rophecy  of  I)a«i4(^u.8,.44)  agd 

^t  a  sjdll  niore^  remarkable  instance  of  thq 
pain3  the  popes,  h^nte.  bestowed  iix  fulfilling  t]b« 
projphwie%  ia*  their  haviqg  th^erMrprd  ^'  my^^: 
'?;£Sx"  ipj^ribed  ia  the  front  pwt' of  the 
p^ipal  naitm,  which  thpqg|i  it  b^  a^Kttle  wxt^ 
trary  to  that  of  the  high  priest  of  thof  jewV^- 
(which  was  "  holiness  tp  the  Lord/') 
Jias  yet  so  much  good  in  it  that  it  was  a  very 
0Ctfj^)leajiuWl^^  of  St  John^s  description,— 
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^  Jnd  upm  bcr  fonbead^as  a  name  wmttett^ 

MYgTERYr-^BiLBYLON  THE  GftSAT,  TttE- 
iiOTHER    OP    HARLOTS,    AND    AHOMIKA-^ 

tiONS  op.THE  EARTH  ;'*  which  coincideuce^ 
haying  been  suggested  by  a  learned  man,  it' 
was  laid  aside.     Bishop  Newton   says,  that 
when  our  king  James  objected  this  ctrcum*  * 
stance  against  the  church  of  Rome,  Les^us, . 
bis; opponent,  could  not  deny  it     And  he. 
adds^that  Father  Angdo  Rocca,  keeper  of  the 
pope's  sachristy,  and  an  eminent  antiquarian, 
hasgivea  a  copperplate   engraving,   in  the 
third  volume  of  the  works  erf  Pope  Gregory 
ttie  first,  of  an  ancient  mitre,  (which  is  pre« 
served  at  Rome  as  a  prethus  relique;j  em* 
broidered  with  the  figure  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
crowned,  and  holding  a  little  Christ  in  her 
arms,  xi^ith  the  words  in  large  capitals  under- 
neath^— AVE  REGINA  CELL — Bail  queeti  cf 
bcaven^"^   ' 

*  Pope  Gregory  It  first  iostitat^d  lal^Dies  to  the  VUgiQ 
Mary^  wbich  makes  it  probable  this  mitie  was  his. 

Newton  voL  iii.p.  296.'  ^ 

In  the  Horas  Beatse  Virginis,  are  many  idolatrous  prayeri 
^W  hymns  to  the  VxaciN  Mart,  the  Diana  of  these  Epho* 
dan^ip- 
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Thus' gjoi^iogiuhw. shame,  ^  majr  iwH^ 
lie  called  the  gr^ai  wborcy  and  the  m$tber  ^ 
k0riotsy  shiee  she  openly  wears:  upon  hen 

Te  laudamus,  et  rogamuf 

Mater  Jesu  Christ!  J 
Ut  mtendas,  et  defendas 

No8  a  morte  trud. 

'  '  Thee  we  adore  mth  prayer  ^xApraue 

Mother  of  Jesus  dear ; 
Keep  and  defend  us  all  our  days, 
Save  us  from  death,  our  fear. 

Another,  after  calling  the  Virgm  Mary  Mother  of  Grace  and 
eweet  parem  of  mercy^  concludes— 

Ttt  nos  ah  hoste  protege^ 
£t  mortis  hora  suscipe.^ 

Defend  us  fron^  th*  infernal  foe. 
Receive  our  souls  when  hence  we  gOt 

Saint  Stephen,  on  such  an  occanon^  only  said^^*^  Lord  yefUi 
rfcdvtmy  efirltP*  ^ut  since  that  time,  it  should  seem,  an  adi 
tocate  of  greater  power  has  been  found  out  in  the^pppis^i 
gospel. 

O  feUx  puetpera,  .     . 

.  I^Iostra  pians  8celera> 
Jure  matris  impera  ^ 

t  '  Redemptori^t 

•  .  \  •  •         > 

*  Officium  parv«  Beat%  Mariae. 
'  ^^  f  'Missal  ad  usum  cedes. -s-Tullensi 
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Ikueteit  itbat  Iwr  imaief  Mii  ^e  \»A^  of 
W  pt^dlbsioii  written^  as  a  #«i«)ll  ^ittiiiifeif^ 
ifttr  dic  custom  of  iht  csouttebaM  ki  tfftdwl 

O  happy  mollier  of  a  SoA, 
Who  pttigett  aiiis  that  we  hate  ddiiey 
At  mother  ^9  ^MMunub  a|^ 
The  Redwmnr. 

Here  the  Virgin  Jxrt^  taka  awtynH^  and  is  node  tnperior  t^ 
God>  by  laying  her  cominanda  upon  him,  WtU  it  it  said  ( Jer« 
L  38)  *<  Babylon  is  a  land  of  fraTtn  iamgety  and  /Aqt  arv  moi 
t^  Adt  idoU. 

They  wHI  allow  of  none  other,  either  god  or  goddess,  bu£ 
{his  favorite. 

O  regina  poli !  mater  gratis^ma  proli» 
Spernere  me  nbli^  me  tanmaiio  tibi  soli  /^  ' 

O  queen  of  heaven  most  mildi 
Dearest  mother  to  thy  child, 
Despise  not  me,  poor  dust ;  v 
Iff  rk»  AioiiB  I  trust. 

Attothef  of  such  abominable  blasphemy,  that  no  t'rtnsiatioa 
ought  to  be  given  to  it,  may  suffice  to  shew  the  nature  or 
ftfuh  /nijr«v.— 

Dtdcis  amiea  Dei ,  rosa  vemans,  stella  decora, 
Tu  memor  esto  mei,  dimi  mortis  venerit  honuf 

Thus,  in  their  common  prayert»  3  dead  woman  is  made  thti 
fountain  of  pardon,  grace>  piety,  hope,  comfort,  and  everlasting 

♦  Howe  Beat.  Virg,        f  H.  Bw  V.  ad  Sar,  cedes/  rilum. 
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time*  Her  spiritiml  irifidelities  are  to  the  full 
as  notorious  as  those  of  Israel,  of  which  suchr 
disgusting  accounts  are  given  in  their  pro- 
phets,* and  of  whom  it  was  said,  (^r.  ii  2i8) 

aqlvaiionf  And  ik^  iaeomof^aicable  .attnbutesiof  eaph  saci^ 
person  pf.  the  ever  blessed  Trimty,  are  lavished  wantonly  an^ 
blasphemously  upon  the  Virgin  Mary.  This  is  the  hhsphemin^ 
of  God  and  them  that  dwell  In  hea^en^  with  which  they  are  SQ 
frequently  charged  in  prophecy, 

Alanu^  d^  Rttpe»  a  getmaa  a^id  dominie^  friary  p\4)]iabed  a 
book  eiit^tled  .**  Compendium  Psalterii  Mariam^-^d,  Breviary 
of  the  Psaltery  or  Mary,*^  wherein  the  whole  of  the  Psalms 
of  David  are  ctddnsted'  to  the  F^rgin^  her  name  being  inserted 
andzGbdfs  bfifCTut;  as  Psalnn*  Qidvi*  It-^^^Prms^ ye  Mary^ 
fraife  Mtuy.O  my  soul^*  Bcd  whigh  bqok  was  4,uly  authorised 
in  the  time  of  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  who  instituted  a  h^w  society  of 
the  Rosary  of  the  Virgin  ;  and  to  whom  the  invention  of 
BEADS  for  the  eounting  of  their  prayer^  \zziir^t^f  that  they 
might  koQW  wheii  their  t^k  isudQaq ;  of  w^cI\Maotua^  takes 
»otice»— 

.  Hi  Slo  intertis  numeranC  sua  xnurmura  baccis^ 

True  tale  they  keep  with  beads  upon  4  String, 

To  know  how  many  muttering pray^s  rcm^a  for  them  to  sing. 

^  Ei^ekie)  xxiii.  Cod  represents  himself  s^s  the  husband  of 
the.  church,  and  apostacy  and  idolatry  as  a  spiritual  adultery  and 
whoredom »  Isa«  liv.  5«  Jer.  iii.  20.  Hosea  ii.  2.  2  Cor* 
%u  2,  &c. 

VOL.  II.  B  B 
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"  according  to  the  number  of  thy  cities  arij 
thy  gods,  O  Israel  !*  • 

•  Saint  John,  expressing  a  great  astomsbment 
at  such  a  representation,  has  an  explanation 
given  to  him  of  the  meaning  of  the  beast 
full  of  names  of  blasphemy^  having  seven  beads 
and  ten  bornsy  on  which  the  woman  sat.  The 
BEAST,  which  corresponds  with  the  fourth 
beast  of  Daniel  (vii.  7)  is  the  Roman  empire, 
(described  (chap,  xiii.)  as  rising  out  of  the  sea^ 
or  nations  of  the  world :  and  the  histpjy  of 
it,  as  given  here,  is  very  concise,  though  com-r 
prehending  many  centuries,  and  a  variety  of 
changes  in  its  nipde  of  existence,  till  it  goeth 
into  perdition. — "  The  beast  that  thou  sawest 

WAS AND    IS    NOT AND    SHALL    ASCEND 

OUT  OF  THE  J^OTTOMLESS  PiTy  AND  GO  INTO 

perditionJ^  It  w^j-,— it  arose  and  subsisted 
under  various  form$  of  govemriient,  till  the 
roman  empire  became  extinct  for  a  while,  by 
the  banishment  of  Augustulus  ;  and  //  //  noty 
r^QX  it  ceased,  or  '*  was  wounded  unto  deathy^ 
(Rev.  xiii.  3)  yet  had  "  its  deadly  wound  heaU 
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tdf  and  as  it  was  there  saidj  " /z// /i&^  ijoorld 
'wmdtred  after  (be  beast^^  so  here  the  same 
obsenjation  is  nkade,  which  proves  that  it  is 
the  same  beast  and  the  same  event  alluded  to  in 
both  places*  !^'  And  they  that  dwell  on  the 
tartb  shall  wonder,.  (wh<)^e  names  were  liot 
Written-  in  the  book  cJf  life  from  the  foundai. 
tibn  of  the  world,)  whfen  they  behold  the 
beast  that  WAS-^and  is  not— and  yet  i^ 
ascending  in  a  changed  form  (after  his  wound 
and  recovery)  out  of  the  bottomless  pit  of 
erroi:  And  inipbsture ;  and  continuing  still  to 
rule  over  the  nations  of  tbe  earthy  or  romaa 
empire,  in  as  lordly  and  imperious  a  stile  as 
ever,  till  at  the  expirition  of  a  given  term,  she 
declines  and  sinks  into  perdition.^ 

The  seven  heads  repifeserit  the  seven  hills, 
or  mountains,  on  which  Rome  stands,  the 
capital  city  and  SEAT  of  tbe  man  of  sin  ^  and 
which  gives  authority  and  name  to  his  apos? 


*  This  expression  **  goeth  into  perdition/*  is  not  to  be  met 
with  any  where  else,  and^seenas  to  allude  to  the  predicted  mod$ 
of  her  destruction* 

B  B  a 
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tacy.*  They  also  signify  so  many  difierene 
forms  of  governmeQty  which  should  success^ 
ively  prevail  there,  and  which^  in  the  Ian* 
guage  of  prophecy,  axt  here  figuradvely  caHed 
KINGS.  Five  of  these  were  in  St  John's  dmc 
already  come,  aod  gone  by  m  fallen,  ^^  anJvnc 
i/,"  the  sixth  was  at  that  time  in  existence. 
The  Jive  fallen^  ^  Newton  and  others  reckon 
them  from  Livy  and  Tacims,  are  kings, 
CONSULS,  DICTATORS,  DECEMVIRS,  military 
TiBUNEs  with  consular  aut^orityi  and  the 
6ixth  was  thie  emmrors.  •*The  other  is 
not  yet  come,  and  when  he  cometh  he  must 
continue  a  short  space.  And  the  beast  that 
nvas — and  is  not— even  he  is  the  eighth,  and 
is  of  the  seven,  and  goeth  into  perdition  ** 

There  is  in  this  place  some  difficulty  and 
difference  of  opinion,  in  what  sense  the  beast 
is  the  eighth  and  of  the  seven  ;  whidi  seems 
to  be  solved  by  considering  him,  in  different 
respects,  as  one  of  the  seven  preceding  forms 

*  Dumque  suis  victrix  septem  de  montibua  orbenif 
Prospiciet  ddmitum  martia  Roma>  legar, 

Ovid.  lib.  iii.  EL  S^ 
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of  government  revived,  or  as  a  govemment 
in  other  respects  vihdllj  distinct,  and  the 
eighth  that  appeared  in  .Rome,  and  "which 
^all  continue  longer  than  any  of  die.othcG» 
ke£3re  him,  even  till  the  predicted  perditiQa 
overtakes,  him. 

Bishop  Newton  expl^ns  the  existence^  dls-^ 
appearamc^  and  re-existence  of  the  beast  differ- 
ently. The  beast  signifying  a  persecuting 
idolatrous  power ;  Rome  was  truly  such  under 
the  pagan  emperors.  For  a  short  while  Chris- 
tianity triumphed  over  paganism,  and  then  the 
beast "  is  not;^  but  when  antichrist  usurped  the 
throne  of  the  Caesars,  and  both  heathenism 
and  persecution  revived,— the  beast  had  his 
deadly  wound  healed^  and  existed  again.  The 
seventh  king,  or  form  of  government,  which 
succeeded  the  Caesars  at  Rome,  and  had  never 
been  experienced  there  before,  and  was  to 
continue  but  a  short  space ^  the  bishop  interprets 
of  the  dukedom  of  Rome,  set  up  by  Longinus 
about  the  year  566,  ^  and  the  city  revolted 
from  the  eastern  emperor  to  the  pope  in  the 
year  727 ;  which  is  a  short  space  in  compari- 
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ton  of  the  imperial  power,  which  had  lasted 
above  500  years,  and  of  the  papal,  which  was 
to  last  1260  years/*  The  papal  persecuting, 
and  idolatrous  beast  thus  became  the  eighth, 
and  was  of  the  same  lineage^  and  name^  and 
nature  as  the  seven  before  him,  and  he  stiU 
continues. 

The  ten  horns  start  another  difficulty,  upon 
which  though  interpreters  are  agreed  in  the 
main,  yet  there  is  great  variety  of  opinion  as 
to  the  particulars.  These  represent  ten  kings 
or  kingdoms,  intimately  connected  with  the 
history  and  fortunes  of  the  beast,  and  originate 
ing  out  of  its  body,  upon  the  dissolution  of 
the  imperial  governmeut.  These,  of  course, 
had  no  existence  in  St  John's  time,  but  were 
to  receive  power  as  distinct  kingdoms^  "  one 
HOUR  with  the  beast,"*  which  may  signify 

accipient  cum  bestia/*  — Beza.  "  Una  hora  accipiunt  po«t 
bcstiam,*'*— Vctua.  *^  Uno eodemq:  tempore.'' — Vitring.  "Ma- 
Km,  ad  unum  idemq:  temfus^  ut  cum  identitate  tempoi  is  durati* 
onem  compkctatur,**— Mr  Mann's  MS,  as  quoted  by  Newton* 
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mbout  the  same  time  as  he  did,  ox  for  the  same 
Urm  as  his :  which  in  both  senses  seems  to  be 
pretty  much  the  case.  For  it  was  three  of 
these  newly  risen  powers  that  the  pope  or 
little  horn  of  Daniel  plucked  up  by  the  roots; 
and  usurped  their  territories.  These  ten  king- 
doms which  grew  up  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
roman  empire,  are  differently  enumerated; 
but  all  agree  that  they  were  originally  ten, 
**  and  are  not  like  the  beads  successive^  hut 
contemporary  kingdoms.  Kingdoms  they  might 
be  before,  but  not  horns  of  the  beast ^  till  they 
embraced  his  religion,  and  submitted  to  his 
authority."^ 

These  popish  kingdoms  in  this  respect  have 
me  mind^  that  they  are  in  strict  league  and 
confederacy  together  against  Christ  and  his 
church,  and  give  their  power  and  strength  /o 
the  beast ^  or  romish  church  and  hierarchy,  to 
uphold  its  power  and  greatness,  and  to  join 
with  it  in  the  war  against  the  saints,  so  as  tQ 
be  considered  in  the  prophecies  as  one  and  the 

♦  Newroi^  yol.  iii. 
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same  with  the  beast^  or  great  Babylon  itself 
And  they  "  prevailed,*  and  practised,  an4 
prospered,,  and  wore  out  the  saints  of  the 
Most  lE^."  Saint  John  says  of  the  same 
power  (which  he  also  characterises  at  its  first 
appearance)— '•*  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to 
make  war  wUb  the  saintSy  and  to  ovtrcomt 
tbem:  and  power  was  given  him  over  all  kin- 
dreds|  and  tongues,  and  nations,"t  till  the 
words  of  God  should  be  fulfilled.  Then  a 
reverse  is  to  take  place,  and  the  same  powers 
which  were  the  instruments  of  his  elevation, 
are  to  be  the  agents  employed  in  his  destruc**- 
tion.  They  **  shall  bate  the  whorey^ — shall 
indignantly  resent  the  impositions  she  has 
practised  upon  thetn, — ^^  and  make  her  desolate 
and nakedy^ — suppress  her  monastic  societies, 
and  disband  those  numerous  legions  of  drones 
they  contained ; — **  and  shall  eat  berjlesbl^^-^ 
convert  their  wealth  and  revenues  to  secular 
uses  and  plunder, — ^^  and  shall  burn  her  with 
Jirai^ — ^torment  her  with  the  fierce  heat  of 
persecution,  and  tyranny,  and  bloodshed. 

*  Dan.  vii.  21 ;  yiii.  29.  t  R^^*  *"^*  7« 
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^o  conclude  his  description,  he  adds— * 
**  and  the  woman  which  thou  sawestl^  —(and 
vrhich  has  beeii  distinguished  by  so  many 
characteristic  marks,) -i«-**  //  that  great  city 
which  (now)  reignctb  over  the  kings  of  the 
earth r  That  is  to  say,  Rome,  for  it  was  as 
necessary- for  St 'John  to  be  explicit  ill  declar-; 
ing  this  now,  as  for  St  Paul  to  be  reserved  at 
the  tim:e  when  he  wrote.  The  Epistles  get- 
ting into  circulatbh  immediately  for  the  most 
part  of  them,  but  the  Revelation  of  St  John 
V^as  long  before  it  was  generally  received ; 
arid  th6  subject  of  it  such  as  would  not  be 
likely  to  draw  a  close  attention  to  it,  from  the 
powers  in  authority,  had  it  <:ome  to  their 
hands.  They  would  have  treated  it  with  so- 
vereign .contempt,  as  many  mystical  reveries 
fabricated  at  that  time  by  the  heretics,  did  well 
deserve  to  be,  and  were  so  considered^ 


tOL.  11,  c  C  .       *  ^ 
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T%eprcpb0ciis  dftb9  anckM  prophets  asMlnst  Egypt^ 
Mdom^  Mnd  Bah^ohy  implied  to  Romm  by  St  Jobn^ 
^^particularly  in  alius fon  to  ber  intoxicating  cttpf 
and  detnentation  thereby ^-^--her  cup  of  tnnAKngi 
^^ber  pride  and  false  security ^^  ber  hypocrisy^ 
and  sorcery^  and  venality.^^Som  cf  tbese  pro* 
pbecies  less  applicable  to  Babylon  than  to  Rome^ 
and  some  applicable  to  Rome  only^  as  ber  destruc'^ 
tion  by  volcanic  fire^^^and  the  universal  abbor^' 
fence  in  which  her  memory  shall  be  held. 

1  H£  humiliation  and  fall  of  this  ancient  and 
mighty  fabrick  of  imposture^  which  was  con- 
cisely mentioned  in  the  seventeenth  chapter,  is 
now  set  forth  more  at  large  in  the  eighteenth, 
by  the  same  figures^  and  often  in  the  very  same 
words^  which  were  long  before  employed  by 
the  prophets  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah,  to  describe 
the  fall  of  Babylon  in  Cbaldea^  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal types  of  antichristian  Rome ;  and  whostf 
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0{uxie  |8  applied  to  her  l^y  St  Peter,  in  a  man-* 
ncr  which  shews  the  general  understandinj^ 
of  thif  mystical  namei  which  preyailed  ia  the 
pTimitive  phurch.*  It  is  very  probable  that 
the  too  great  notoriety  of  the  name  in  that 
applicatipn,  induced  St  Papl  to  forbear  the 
mention  of  it^  and  prefer  ^ving  only  a  dark 
t^nt  jupon  a  subje&t  of  90  great  delicacy. 

As  th|s  virion,  after  the  usual  manner  of 
this  divine  lyriter,  refers  to  a  preceding  one^ 
and  enlarges  upon  the  subjept  there  rapidly 
passed  Qyer,f  the  angel  which  comes  down 
from  heaven,  having  gjeat  power,  and  illu- 
miilating  the  earthy  or  a  great  part  at  least  of 
the  roman  empire^  with  the  strength  and  clear- 
ness of  his  proofs,  by  which  he  made  it  iQa-- 
nifest  that  Ronje  was  the  imdpubtcd  object  of 
these  prophecies  j  is  probably  MARTIN  J^Wr 

*  1  Pet.  F.  13.  «  The  shurch  at  J^dylon  /alutH^  y^;''— 
ah  apostolical  salutation^  in  the  name  of  a  church  gf  prin|^p4 
(Consequence^  to  the  church  at  large^  must  hav«  bean  sqjverwQjT 
understood  at  that  time»  though  a  subject  qt  dispute  219  our  m 
giote  age. 

c  c  a 
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tHER.  WicKLiFF  paved  the  way  before 
him,  but  Luther  was  the  great  instrument  of^ 
Providence  in  effecting  the  Jirst  fall  of  Rome^ 
by  the  general  reformation  which  en- 
sued upon  his  powerful  (and  for  that  age)  lu- 
minous detection  of  the  MYSTERY  OF  INIV 
QUITY.  His  ^^ great  poiuer^^  alludes  tb  the 
powerful  effect  of  Luther's  writings,  and  **  bis 
glory^  represents  the  great  light  he  threw  up- 
on the  sacred  writings,  and  on  the  benighted 
World,  by  refuting  the  errors  of  popery,  and 
bringing  forward  the  long  lost  doctrines  of 
life  and  salvation  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
poor  and  unlearned,  as  well  as  of  the  higher" 
ranks  of  society.  ^'  And  be  cried  mlgbtily 
hvitb  a  strong  ^»c?/V^.'*•— This  is  wonderfully 
characteristic  cf  the  stile  and  tone  of  this  bold 
reprover  of  the  pope  ;  and  these  marks  taken 
all  together,  I  think,  must  decidedly  give  ho- 
nest Martin  the  distinguished  honor  of  be*» 
ing  the  angel  employed  in  this  great  and  gooc( 
work,  for  which  he  now  hath  his  reward,* 


♦  The  word  angel  signifies  messenger^  and  the  angels  em- 
ployed by  Providence  on  many  occasionsji  are  not  always  celeg^ 
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^  The  cry  of  this  mighty  angel  is  very  mucli 
In  the  impolite  stile  of  Luther's  bitter  invec-^. 
tives  agsdnst  Rome  and  its  modern  masters** 
^  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen — is  fallen,  and' 
is  become  the  habitation  of  devils^  and  the^ 
hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  and  a  cage  of  every* 
unclean  and  hateful  bird.  For  all  nation*- 
liave  drunk  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  her* 
fornication,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  have- 
committed  fornication  with  her,  and  the  mer-' 
chants  of  the  earth  are  waxed  rich  through* 
the  abundance  of  her  delicacies."— *These  al- 
lusions to  her  universal  or  catholic  supremacy^ 
her  CUP  of  dementating  wine  &c.  or  false  doc^ 
frinesy  with  which  she  has  seduced  the  nationff 
of  her  communion  to  rank  idolatry,  and  un-» 
deniable,  apostacy  from  the  gospel  of  Christ  f 
are  plainly  repeated  from  the  preceding  pro^^ 
^hets.     Thus  Jeremiah*  describes  her  domin-^ 

tial  beings,  nof  even  good  and  holy  persons,  but  are  figuratively 
called  angels,  or  messengers,  or  instruments  of  Providence,  in 
respect  of  the  work  to  which  Grod  hath  appointed  them.-^ 
**.The  Lord  hath  made  all  things  for  Bmself:  yea^  even  tbf 
nvtckedfor  the  day  of  evU,^*  (Prov.  xvi.  4.)  The  messenger 
pf  God,  in  Isai.  x.  6^  was  one  of  this  latter  description, 
t  Jeremiah  li.  ]3* 
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Ipa  o?er  t^  oadoos  by  th«  nme  figure  4$  St 
Jol»a  ;~-^'  O  thou  that  dweilat  upm  manf 
^ilfoUriy  abundant  in  tremures^  thioe  ea4  1% 
qome,  and  the  (utmost)  measure  of  thy  cov$t«* 
ouaocM.'*— Vcwe  7,  ^  Babylon  h»tb  been  A' 
QOhi^^n  CUP  in  the  Lord's  hand,  that  made 
nli  tie  earth  drunkent  the  ni^ns  have  drunks 
eo  of  her  wiae,  therefore  the  aations  are  m»d/*: 
•r*And  uoder  the  same  idea  of  ingredients  in*" 
fiiaed  into  h^  cup,  of  {i  dementatifig  and  infatu^ 
aycii:^  quality,  the  prophet  Isaiah  «ays,~-^'  The? 
Ltard  hath  mingled  a  perverse  spirit  in  the: 
;md8t  thereof9'^'i'*''aad  they  vAlo  are  under  the' 
lafliiemre  of  it  ^^  have  caused  Egypt  to  ecr  iit 
every  work  ttieieof,  m  a  dninkeii  man  stagit 
g6reth  in  his  vomil:.  Neither  shi^  there  be 
any  work  for  £gypt,  which  the  head  or  tail^ 
iM^nch  or  rush  may  do,  &;c/'  Tlie  meaning, 
of  which  passage  taken  sdtogether  is,  that  4 
spirit  of  unaccountable  perverseness^  and  in^ 
fatuated  restlessness^  tending  to  thdr  own 
overthiow^  should  in  the  day  of  their  jwdg-?. 
mem,  possess  the  people  of  that  devoted  con^ 
federacy,  in  every  country  where  they  should 
be  found. 
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Out  Saviour  remarited  the  same  thing  df 
the  jews,  us  beginning  to  appear  in  his  timei 
and  which  soon  anited  afterwards  to  such  air 
height  as  to  be  the  punishment  of  their  infi* 
delity,  and  to  occasion  their  destraction.*— . 
•*And  I  heard  another  irdce  firom  heaven, 
saying,  come  out  of  her  nay  people,— that  ye 
be  not  partakers  of  her  sins, — ^and  that  ye  re-' 
ceive  not  of  her  plagues."  Both  of  which,' 
after  this  warning  given  publicly  by  these 
messengers  of  heaven,  will  happen  to  as 
many  as  abide  in  that  communion.—**  For 
her  sins  have  reached  unto  heaven,  and  God 
hath  remembered  her  iniquities.'*— This  is  all 
taken  from  denunciations  of  the  prophets,  in 
nearly  the  skme  words,  against  old  Babylon  ; 
but  ultimately  intended  of  Rome,  as  this  ap- 
plication of  them  shews,  t  "  Reward  her 
€vett  as  she  rewarded  you^  and  double  unto 
her  double^^  ^c.  The  retaliation  of  her  cruel- 
ties and  treachery  upon  herself,  is  the  subject 
of  very  numerous  prophecies  before  quoted ; 

•  Matt.  XV.  14 ;  John  ix,  40;  I«ai.  vi.  10. 
t  Jer.  L  15,  29. 
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jpantjcukrly  that  of  Isaiaji,  (H  21,)  vffeieh  <x^ 
p;-esses  that  God  would  take  lbs  cup  of  trmb^ 
ling  and  of  affliction  out  of  thq  hand  of  the  suf- 
fering church,  on  which  she.  had  so  long  tram-* 
pled,  and  put  it  into  her  hand :  or  as  the  sense, 
of  it  is  here  concisely  expressed  by  St  John, — ^ 
V  in  the  cup  which  she  bath  Jilltd^  Jill  to  bef. 
double*^ 

In  Isaiah  (chap,  xlvii.)  there  is  a  very  rcJ^ 
xnarkable  prophecy,  of  the  fall  of  Babylon  of 
Chaldea,  as  the  first  sense  of  it  imported^  but 
which,  as  being  one  of  the  double  prophecies^ 
deserves  to  be  very  attentively  considered, 
and  compared  with  St  John's  prophetic  de- 
scription of  the  pride,  self  security,  corruption 
and  universal  profligacy  of  Rome  ;  and  the 
punishment  of  them  by  an  overthrow  distin- 
guished by  circumstances  the  same,  or  very 
little  different,  in  both. the  type  and  the  anti- 
type. St  John  (in  his  concise  manner)  has 
quoted  enough  of  it  in  the  general  idea  he 
gives,  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  very  phrases 
there  used,  to  indicate  that  it  was  his  design 
to  refer  'us  to  the  original  in  Isaiah^  for  a  fuller 
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IkpUcatibn  of  his  meaning.  "  Descend*  and 
sit  on  the  diist,  O  virgin  daughter  of  Babylon ; 
sit  on  the  bare  ground^  without  a  throne^  O 
daughter  of  the  Chaldeans :  thy  nakedness 
shall  be  uncovered,  even  thy  shame  shall  be 
sttn^-^^inakedness  of  evangelical  faith  and 
irue  piety ^  amidst  the  most  pompous  pretences 
to  both),  "i  will  take  vengeance,  neither 
will  I  i^ufTet  ihah  to  intercede  with  me.  Sit 
thou  in  silence,  go  into  darkness^  O  daughter 
of  the  Chaldeans ;  for  thou  shalt  no  longer 
be  called  the  lady  of  the  kingdoms''* — (th^  mis- 
tress of  the  world,  imperial  Rome  !)f  "  And 
thou  saidst,  I  shall  be  a  lady  for  ever:  because 
thou  didst  not  attentively  consider  these  things; 

*  Lowth*s  Traiislatibn. 

f  "  The  lady  of  kingdoms.''— • 

Septem  urbs  alta  jugis,  tdti  quae  praesidet  orbi* 

PropertiU8. 

Exalted  Rome  gives  law  to  all  the  globe 
From  her  seven  hills.        ■ 

Hie  domus  JCneae.cunctis  dominabitar  oris* 

Virg,  iEn.  lii,  97. 

Through  the  wide  world  th'  -Enean  house  shall  reign. 

Dryd: 
VOL,  II.  D  D 
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thou  didst  not  think  on  what  was  in  the  end  to 
befal  thee.  But  hear  now  this,  O  thou  volup- 
tuous, that  sit  test  in  security:  thou  that  sayest 
in  thy  heart,  I  am,  and  there  is  none  else-^  I 

♦  Whether  the  holy  Spirit  which  dictated  this  prophecyt 
meant  to  intimate  the  blaspbemout  arrogancy  of  the  imperial 
Pontiff,  In  mal'mg  himself  equal  with  G0J9  and  taking  to  him* 
self  the  iiivme  attributes  and  names^  I  will  not  determine ;  hut 
the  words  here  put  into  his  mouth  are  the  same  hy  which  the 
Almighty  ^tmox^tirsi^  describes  himself,  (Isai,  xly.  22,)  **for 
lam  God,  and  there  is  none  else." — St  John  has  drawn  the 
beast  which  carried  the  woman,  **full  of  names  of  blasfhemyi* 
which  was  the  case  both  in  th«  times  of  the  pagan  idolatry 
and  the  popish.  Formerly  there  were  temples  and  altars  raised 
for  the  worship  of  Rome,  and  she  was  flattered  with  dxvine 
titles^  the  highest  their  mythology  could  supply,  **  Terrarum 
dea  gentiumque  Roma,**  as  she  is  called  by  Martial,  <*  Great 
Rome«  the  Goddess  whom  the  Earth  adores." 

But  if  the  blasphemy  of  both  ancient  and  modem  Rome  be 
Ro/  meant  by  these  words,  it  is  certain  that  her  insufferable /n/2; 
and  arrogant  supremacy  over  every  creature  in  both  states,  as  pa* 
gan  and  antichristian,  undoubtedly  is* 


-Possis  nihil  urbe  Roma 


Visere  majus.  Hdr.  Carm.  Sec. 

Mayst  thou  in  all  thy  radiant  course. 

Nothing  more  great  than  towering  Rome  behold* 

Virgil  calls  them 

V  Romanos  rerum  dominos  gentemq :  togatam,'' — JULn*  u  279* 
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shall  not  sit  a  widow ;  /  s^all  not  know  the 
loss  of  children.  Yet  shall  these  two  thingg 
come  upon  thee  in  a  moment  ; — in  one 
PAY,  loss  of  children — ^and  widowhoodJ^  On 
a  sudden  shall  they  come  upon  thee;  not- 
withstanding the  multitude  of  thy  sorce- 
lHEs,t  and  the  great  strength  of  thine  en* 

which  Diyden  magnificently  renders,  perhaps  in  compliment 
to  HIS  Holiness^— 

**  The  s'ubject  world  shall  Rome's  dominion  own, 
Andf  froitrate  shall  adore  the  nation  of  the  gown/* 

Dryden. 
*  I  have  already  stated  my  idea  of  the  probability  of  a 
double  fall  being  reserved  for  the  destiny  of  Rome.  This  seems 
to  be  the  meaning  of  St  John's  «  douile  unto  her  douBk^^-^Aad 
it  may  be  fulfilled  as  here  predicted, — "  in  a  moment — in  one 
day^^^ — ^bya  double  catastrophe,  the /ow  of  her  children^ 
in  the  Valley  of  Decision,  and />&<?  loss  of  her  husband^  ov 
head,  by  the  opening  of  Topmet,  "  Therefore  shall  evil 
come  upon  thee ;  thou  shah  not  know  from  whence  it  riseth : 
and  mischief  shall  fall  upon  thee ;  thou  shalt  not  be  able  to 
put  it  off:  and  desolaticm  shall  come  upon  thee  sudtkn/y^  which 
thou  shalt  not  know,"   (Isai,  xlvii.  11.) 

f  To  the  note  in  Sect.  xxii.  p.  96,  upon  the  sorceries  of 
popery,  may  b^  added  here  the  manufacture  of  the  Agnus 
Dei,  Cor  little  images  of^,  lan^b  f/i  wax,  called  by  theai  «« lambs 
tf  God"  and  to  which  innunoerable  powers  were  attributed, 
^fter  the  opus  operatum  performed  upon  tfaeoi  by  the  pope) 
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CHAKTMENTS.  But  thou  didst  trust  in  tbf 
wickedness^  and  saidst,  none  seetb  me^  The 
ivhole  of  this  prophecy  applies  far  more  dose^ 
ly  to  mystical  Babylon  than  to  the  ChaldeaQ 
dty,  and  especially  this  trait  of  character,  su>^ 

was  done  with  many  cross^St  gptuflecthnsf  idofatrous.prajert,  mi4 
other  magical  ceremonies  — They  t.:en  had  the  miraculous  power 
to  ^vue  away  devils,  and  purge  sinsp  as  well  as  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  were  consequently  a  special  artick  of  trade  witl^ 
these  MERCHANTS  -—Dealers  in  the  **  soui^s  ov  men.''  (Rev. 
ix*  20»andxvi.  11.) 

The  nuuiufacture  of  holy  water,  holy  chrism,  and  the  whole 
system  of  purgatory,  were  denved  from  the  in[iitation  of  the 
heathens* 

Terq«  scneiQ  flamma,  ter  aqua,  ter  sulphure  lustrat* 

Thrice  the  old  man  with  cleansing  flames  she  urgM, 
And  thrice  with  water,  thrice  with  sulphur  purged. 

These  magical  lustrations  were  most  useful  when  they  were 
going  about  their  idolatries. — Thus  Virg.  Mn.  vi,  230, — • 

my^     ■      ,   Ter  socios  pura  circumtulit  undaj 
Spargens  rore  levi  et  ramo  fejids  ohyae. 
Lustra vitq..  viros,  dixitq.  novissima  verba. 

He  compass'd  thrice  the  crew, 
And  dipt  an  ohve  branch  in  holt  dbw  ; 
Which  thrice  he  sprinkled  round,  and  thrice  aloud 
.    .^  i  Innmh* d  the  dtadj,  pi^> 
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perhtiw  nvi^idness^  and  bjpocrisy  ahng  witk 
it.  *^  Thy  wisdom  and  thjr  knowledge^*-!-* 
(false  jewels  both,  like  her  miracles,)—**  have 
perverted  thy  mind ;  so  that  thou  hast  ssud  iti 
tl^y  heart,  /  AMy  and  there  is  none  besUes.^^-^ 

The  papists  do  every  thing  the  ^ame*  even  to  iNvocATioif 
OF  THE  DEAD.  Yet  amongst  the  heathens  there  were  mindt 
f  uperior  to  these  vulgar  superstitions. 

Ah  nimium  faoiles !  qui  tristia  crimina  csedis^ 
Flamminea  tolli  posse  putatis  aqua.  Ovid. 

Ah  fools  I  to  think  that  guilt  and  stain  of  bloody     . 
Can  be  wash'd  out  with  sprinkling  of  the  flood  I 

J^pd  Cicero»  in  his  second  book  of  lawS)  observes,-— Anim!  la^ 
|>e8  nee  aspersione  aquae,  nee  &c  —-tolli  potest  «—•*  No  sprmh 
Ung  ofwcaeti  nor  ^ork  of  bands  ^  nor  stated  time  o/penancCf  can 
ileanse  the  miruf  from  guilt,** 

Cardinal  Bellarmine  de  Purgator.  lib.  i.e.  1 1 1  proves  its  ex- 
istence upon  the  authority  of  Plato^  CiCEROy  and  ViRGiiy  more 
suitable  sesouices  than. prophets  or  apostles  for  ^* doctrines  of 
demottsJ* 

Amongst  their  sorceries  may  well  be  reckoned  the  baptis* 
1N6  OF  BELLS,  which  is  done  with  water  mingled  with  salt 
^nd  oil,  and  the  addition  of  many  crosses  and  exorcisms^  and 
consecration  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  The  bishoj^ 
praying  that  *•  God  would  give  his  holy  spirit  to  the  BSIL9  that 
it  may  become  sanctified,  for  the  expelling  of  all  the  pQwer» 
inares  and  illusions  of  the  devil,  for  the  souls  of  the  dead,  ^d 
psp^cially  for  the  chasing  away   (or—*  aterrun^ation^* 
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I  will  be  supreme  over  all,^uot  4  creature  wi 
earth  shall  be  equal  with  me,  '*  I  will  exalt 
my  throne  above  the  stars  of  God,  I  will  be 
like  the  Most  High/'  (Isai.  xiv.  i^.) 

tie  true  conjuring  word^  on  which  the  goodness  of  the  charm  de» 
pends,)  of  storms,  thunder,  and  tempests."  This  holy  oxxli* 
naiice  was  established  by  {)ope  John  III, 

Hist.  ofPoptry^  vol.  ill.  p,  350. 

The  curious  blunder$  made  by  the  use  of  an  unknowa 
tongue  in  religious  services,  by  ignorant  persons,  is  more  bke 
NEcaoMANCY  and  magic,  ('uibicb  is  said  to  be  totally  H)oid  of  any 
intelligible  meaning  in  the  words  applied  J  than  a  rational  servicCf 
offered  up  to  the  Supreme  Intelligence. 

The  baptising  of  a  child  m  this  form,—**  Baptizo  te  in  no, 
mine  patria  et  filia  et  spiritu  sancta,—/ ^/i/>/£f/  thee  in  the  nanUf 
fountry,  and  daughter,  asidfemafe  holy  male  spirit,''  occasioned 
considerable  trouble  aud  nonplus  to  the  infallible  chair, 
f9r  a  decision  on  the  question,  whether  the  work  should  not 
be  done  oyer  again  j  but  it  was  happily  given  in  the  negatroe^ 

Decret^  Gratian  de  Consecratiooe. 

An  ignorant  priest,  troubled  in  conscience  at  the  wicked 
word  SAFANUM,  (or  the  devil  J  Hke  *Ube  abomination  ofdesola^ 
tion  standing  in  the  Holy  Placed'  in  the  baptismal  office  forsooth, 
ventured  to  scrape  out  the  supposed  profane  mistake  and  in- 
troduce  the  word  Christum  (Christ)  instead  of  it.  The 
faulty  passage  by  this  emendation  gives  the  latin  words  for— 
**  dost  thou  forsake  the  devU  and  aU  his  works  ?"  with  this 
change,—"  dost  thou  forsake  Christ,  and  all  his  works  ?"--to 
which  the  sponsors  (in  the  same  darkness)  answer—**  I  for,, 
.ake  them  all.  j^,  p^jj^,^  Annotations  ^n  1  ^«r-,xv.. 
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"  Persist  in  the  multitude  of  thy  SORCE- 
itiES,  in  which  thou  hast  laboured  from  thy 
youth  i'^ — (many  of  the  corruptions  of  popery 
being  of  great  antiquity,  for  the  traces  of 
them  are  visible  in  the  fathers,  and  the  mys- 
tery was  working  even  in  the  days  of  the 
apostles,) — ^^  if  peradventure  thou  mayest  be 
profited,  if  thou  mayst  be  strengthened  by 
them." 

The  prophet  then  assures  her  that  the  evil 
days  will  overtake  her,  from  the  calamities  of 
which  her  pious  frauds  and  wicked  counsels, 
her  spiritual  magicians  and  miracle  mongers, 
shall  not  be  able  to  save  her,  nor  even  to  de* 
liver  their  own  souls  from  the  power  of  the 
Jlame;  but  these  merchants  of  her  religious 
wared  shall  flee  every  one  to  his  own  quarter, 
and  leave  her  to  her  deserved  fate.. 

It  is  evident  from  comparing  St  John  with 
Isaiah,  that  he  has  touched  upoi>  all  the  pro- 
minent parts  of  the  prophet's  description,  and 
explained  them. — **  How  much  she  hath  glo- 
rified herself,  and  lived  deliciously,  so  much 
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torment  arid  sorrow  give  her :  for  she  salth  ui 
her  heart,  I  sit  a  queetty  and  am  no  widow^  and 
shall  see  no  sorrow*  Therefore  shair  her 
plagues  come  in  one  dayy — (within  one  year 
perhaps,  the  two  great  overthrolws  which  are 
to  work  her  final  destruction,  shall  come  upon 
hen) — ^^  Death,  and  mournings  and  famine^ 
and  she  shall  be  utterly  burnt  with  (volcanic) 
fire,  for  strong  is  the  Lord  God  who  jiidgetb 
ber.^^  The  prophet  next' adverts  to  the  state 
of  perplexity  and  sorrow,  in  which  the  powers 
still  favorable  to  the  popish  cause  shall  be  left^ 
by  the  ruin  of  their  spiritual  metropolis,  and 
the  failure  of  their  great  light  and  bond  of 
union,  the  popedom, — the  merchants  and 
traders  in  her  false  wares  of  reliques^  images^ 
agnus  detSj  indulgences^  masses  for  the  dead^ 
&C.  shall  lament  the  loss  of  sale  for  their  once 

•  Indulgences,  which  Rivet  calls  "emulgences, /nr^^ 
Halktngs^^  were  one  prime  article  of  the  traffic  of  theae  mer- 
chants} of  wliich  a  short  specimen  may  suffice.  Pope  Adri- 
an VI,  granted, — •*  That  whoever  lying  at  the  point  of  death 
•hould  hold  in  his  hand  an  hallowed  wax  candle,  and  depart  out 
of  this  life  holding  the  same,  shall  obtain  a  plenary  imJulgenre  of 
4^  his  sinSf  if  before  his  death  he  has  but  once  recited  the  psal- 
ter, or  Rosary  of  the  Bleucd  Firgin.^^ 
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j^fecieus  and  costly  commodities;  and  she 
VfiH  be  bewailed  with  interetted  lamentatioosi 
hf  " nil  that  bad  ships  in  the  sea^  of  this 
boundless  and  bottomless  apostacy,  and  whose  . 
power  and  wealth  had  depended  upon  the 
popetuity  of  the  venerable  and  splendid  im« 
]^sture« 

This  Rosary  is  a  coUection  of  blasphemous  and  idolatrous 
prayers  t6  the  Virgin,  which  are  here  upon  mfal&ile  aiUhoriij 
placed  ttpoii  dn  equsd  footing  with  the  word  of  God, 

For  money  indulgences  could  be  Had  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever. Thus  the  atheist  ?ofb  Sixtus  IV.  granted  an  iodul* 
gence  of  sodomy  to  Peter  Riere,  cardibal  of  St  Sixtu^»  and  Je* 
ronimoy  his  own  brother,  and  cardinal  St  Luce»  during  th* 
three  hottest  months  of  summieri  at  thdr  requeit. 

Hist,  ofPcperyf  vol  iv,  p,  261. 

Chemnithis  in  his  *«  Examen  Condi.  Trident,  ludicroudy 
exposes  indulgences.  He  quotes  the  following  jnonkub  Iine$« 
graven  on  an  ancient  stone  in  the  Cathedral  of  St  Stephen^  at 
Bourges.— Ex  Chemn,  Exanu  p.  4  c.  iv, 

**  Hie  des  devote,  coelcstilbus  associo  te  i 
Mentes  ssgrotae  per  knunera  sunt  ibi  lotc. 
*^     Ex  hoc  stirn  testis,  vos  hie  mundare  jpotesds. 
Ciiede  mihi,  crede,  coeli  donaberis  aede ; 
Nam  fro  meretde  Christo  dices  —mihi  ced«  \ 
Hlc  datur  exponi  Paradtsus  venditioni  f 
Vis  retinere  forum  ?— Mihi  pendas  pauca  obolorun^ 
Pro  summa  quorum  reaerabitur  aula  polorum* 
VOL.  !!•      '  E  fi 
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EiddcVs  prophetic  lamentation  oirer  chcs 
M  of  Tyre,  in  diap.  xxvu  xxviL  and  xxniL 
seems  to  faave  a  cohsideiable  degree  of  com^ 
spondence  with  this  for  the  mystic  Bahykm  } 
and  there  are  several  pdnts  of  resemblance  hi 
k,  which  seem  to  have  a  farther  scope  tliaiK 
their  first  and  ostensible  object,  in  the  fmt  oC 
Tyre.     But  it  is  certain  that  much  of  what  ia 

Hie  81  large  des,  in  codo  sit  tua  sedes. 

Cur  tardas  ? — Tantum  nummi  mihi  des  aliquantutn  ^    • 

Pro  solo  ffummpgaudebis  in  xtbere  suxnmo*'* 

Tiius  efi^fihed  in  sidtabk  doggrely-p^  . 

'*  Give  here  devoutly,  an  J  I'll  join  thee  to  heaven's  iand§ 
For  there  by  gift  in  hanJ  sick  souls  clean  washed  itattJ* 
'Tis  here  alone^tl'ye  ue^  that  thou  canst  cleansed  h» 
^believe  me,  thou  herefy  shalt  have  a  place  on  htgb. 
A^d  for  a  frke  shdt  cry  to  Christ *-inake  Toom— tis  // 
Here  paradise  ii  soU  to  chapmen  brisk  and  bold. 
Wouldst  have  the  ifikrket  thtne  ? — dash  down  a  little  coin^ 
Give  but  thy  cash  to  me,  heaven'9  doors  shall  ope  to  tlffe^ 
If  thou  giv'st  largely  hertt  thy  way  to  heav'n  is  citarm. 
Come  on, — why  dost  Jelay? — down  down  thy  mopey/qjF« 
For  motley  'tis  alone  thou  canst  h^ve  heaven's  tbronc* 

The  iNDUL<seNCEs  sent  out  for  sale  all  over  the  christian 
world,  by  pope  L«o  X.  were  preached  by  his  emissaries  in  a 
stile  nothing  short  of  the  above.  They  were  able  not  only  to 
^lieve  the  iiving,  hut  to  deliver  the  souls  of -the  dead  out"  of  the^ 
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8«]4  b7  several  of  die  f»:Q|4^  of  jhe  doqq|. 
of  BabyIo%  Edora,  Egjrpt,  &c.  waa'iKat.fiil- 
^ed  in  all  respects  m  the  o^etthrqw  of  those.^ 
countriesi  aad  that  k  has  been  x^plied  by  St: 
Joha  to  RoM^i  aS)  that  Gpd  Ufouid  roll,  B(^^* 
Im  damn  from  the  rocks ^  andmAe  bcr  a  hutnt 
cyr  burning  mount dn.    For  the  situatiojib  of  dd; 
]^y  loa  wa»  iaco«9istent  with  ^  de^ri|«ioi^i 

pqitu  of  PuMG4rQKr»  The  preachers  were  not  ashamed  to  pub« 
lish  in  their  pulpits  "  that  at  the  sound  of  the  money,  as  it  was 
cast  into  their  bason,  the  souls  in  purgatory  shipped  for  joj  amidst 
ihtfkkmsy  andjkia  $ut  of  ioPmeraJ^'^^Tkis  infa«nous  traffic  roused 
the  mdigaaat  spirit  of  Lusher  in  the  year  Idld.'-'-See  Skidan'e 
Hist.  Reform* 

There  is  still  extant  a  book  of  rates,  according  to  which  the 

pope  exacts  a  revenue  firdm  sinners,  by  fixing  the  prkil  $f  pardon 

for  every  siti.     It  is  entitldd  **Taxa  C An dELLAVii jb.  A fOttOm 

MC*,'*  of  which  Espenceus,  4  learned  bishop  of  their  own, 

saySf^-"  from  this  book,  exposed  to  the  view  of  aH,  aft<l  which 

haa  now  sis  w^  as  eyer  a  ready  sale,  more  villainy  is  learned 

than  frdm  profest  summaries  of  wickedness.      There  is  hceaoe 

granted  for  the  most  abominable  crhnes,  and  ai)iolntioti  for  ail, 

unless  oien  wiU  not  buy.    It  is  so  fkr  from  being  suppressed  by 

the  treasvfrers  of  the  church,  that  the  liceaices  a3d  impanities  • 

see  renew^  and  confirmed  for  the  noost  part  by  the  faculties  of 

^he  Legates/* 

Hist,  of  Popery f  Yo\.  iy,  ^.  12% 

P  £  2 
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and  her  fke  diSbreat^  That  she  shcmU  b^ 
^  as  when  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomorm 
rab^^  that  is  by  fircf — And  of  £dom  it  wat 
prophesied,  that  her  land  should  be  soaked 
with  blood,  and  afterwards  desolated  for  ever 
and  ever  by  vdcanic  fire,  and  strdams  of  burn- 
ing pitch  and  lara^l  sending  up  an  evefbs6-> 
ing  stndce,  the  ernbtem  of  her  formor  sin,  and 
the  perpetual  monument  of  the  truth  of  pro- 
phecy. This  is  noticed  repeatedly  by  S^dnfe 
John^T-"  Rer  smoke  rose  up  for  ever  cmd 
everr  and  by  Isaiah,—**  They  shall  go  forth 
and  look  upon  the  carcasses  of  the  men  that 
have  transgressed  against  me,  for  thdr  worm 

*  It  it  intimated  that  mystic  Babylon  shall  become  a  lake 
burning  with  liquid  fire,  and  not  a  burning  nmmtams  yet  her 
doom  may  possibly  indnde  both*  by  the  event  very  common 
in  volcanic  eruptions  i  a  rinking  in  of  the  esoth  first»  and  a 
mountanous  eleyation  afterward*  bearing  up  abng  with  it  a  cra- 
ter of  immense  capacity  and  drcuK.  But  it  is  more  probable  that 
aomewhat  is  to  be  allowed  for  the  prophetic  licence*  «id  that  the^ 
mystic  Babylon  it  called  **  dair^p^  MmuHmm  "  from  her 
towering  pride*  as  the  church  of  Christ  is  called  ^^HbtMoiaif 
nun  of  ^  Xiords  house*"  in  allusion  to  its  exalted  hdiness*  and 
purity  attbfi^  tine  to  wfaidi  the  prophet  aOudcst  (Ita»  iL  2^ 
Mical^  iT/1.) 

f  Isai.  ziiit  19*  %  laai.  jntxiv*  7y^ 
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irfiall  not  die,  ndther  diall  thdr  fire  be 
quenched;  aad  they  thsJl  be  an  abhonin|^ 
Ttoto  all  flcdi.*'* 

Very  remarkable  is  the  holy  prophet's  api 
peal  iy  anticipation  to  the  people  of  very  remote 
times^  in  the  days  whea  these  facts  should 
come  to  pass,  and  they  should  be  spectators 
of  them ;  and  living  witnesses  of  the  truth  of 
his  words,  t — ^  Hear^  ye  that  are  far  offl" — 
(ages  to  come,  attend  to  these  words  which  I 
addr^  to  you,)— ^  bear  what  I  have  dene^ 
T— (decrped  to  be  assuredly  dpne:)— **  and  ye. 
that  are  near^^-^[9ic  living  in  those  days 
of  vengeance,) — "  acknowledge  my  migbt^^-^ 
(confess  yc  tjie  finger  pf  Qod.)  "  The  sinners 
in  Zion  are  afraid^  fearfidness  bath  stirprised 
the  bypocrites.  Who  among  us  can  dwell  with 
the  devouring  Jire  f  wbo  among  us  iball  dwell 
witb  everlasting  burnings  f^^X  Thb  is  like 
cur  Saviour's  repraentation  <^  the  terror  of 

*  ImL  Ixvi  34.  f  Isai.  xxxiiL  IS. 

%  ^  Hear  what  I  haw  dute"  it  it  the  wellknown  manner  of 
^he  Prophets  so  to  speak  of  events  yet  future  as  ^fatt^  to  de« 
^nCe  the  indefiectible  cdtainty  of  their  accooaplishmeot* 
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tib*  aportate  jews,, when  tl|fl^ 
l^4ate«iiigs^  actiifllf  i^ado  gpo4  j,. '' /£m  s^, 
they  begin  to  say  unto  the  mountains  fy/i  on  us^ 
and  to  the  bills  (over  us.*  So  these  superla^ 
the  sinners  in  Sion-y  eminently  distiaguished  in 
ail  prophecy  for  their  hypocrisy^  shall  at  last 
be  struck  with,  fe^r^  if  not  penetrated  with  re- 
pentance,  when  they  see  their  city  and  country 
•waUowed  up  by  the  infernal  abyss^-r-*'  the 
beast  slain^  and  bis  body  destrayed  and  given 
to  the  devouring  JiamerX 

This  passage  of  Isaiah  is  commonly  under^ 
stood  of  heir,  but  the  analogy  of  prophecy 

.  •  Luke  xxiS,  SO? 
f  Speaking  lies  in  hypocrisy,  with  seared  conscience,  is  ti)e 
grand  characteristic  o^the  apostacy.  (Tsai.  xxviii.  \S  \  x,  S  j 
Ps.^  txx*  %^  4*. )  St  JoHn  has  abo  n6ti4td  their  Apptf«hoMiMt 
add  lameAUitkms,  when  they  see  thd  great  emporium  of  t)wir 
nligioas  merchandise  swallowed  up,  and  the  favorite  seat  of 
their  superstition  rendered  inaccessible  for  holy  pilgrimages,  and 
the  discharge  of  their  tows  at  the  shrines  of  their  sainted  Ma- 
Lua2fa[k.^Themtrchants  of  tk<iethnigs»  trhi&h  yerermaddridi 
by  her,  thdl  ttand  afar  off  for  the  fear  of  her  torment^  weep* 
ing  and  ws3iiig,and  saying,  alas !  alas !  &c.  (Rev.  xviii.  15.) 
what  city  is  like  unto  this  great  city,  either  in  the  gieatness  of 
her  fonner  ptosperily,  or  the  terror  of  her^destruction  | 

X  Dan.  vii,  11, 
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seems  to  require  the  first  appKcation  of  it  td 
die  $Maferiai  bdloffepbet^  and  the  lake  of  fite 
burtiing  with  brimstone,  wbereinto  the  bea«t 
and  the  false  prophet  are  to  be  cast  alive,  and 
which  is'  described  as  beifig  ercrlasting,  because 
it  Will  not  cease  to  rage  so  long  as  the  earth 
endures.  This  is  the  common  centre  to 
which  so  many  prophecies  directly  tend,  that 
there  can  remain  no  doubt  butt  sothe  fa<^'  com-' 
mensurable  to  it,  in  the  punishment  of  Baby- 
liMi,  is  in  the  design  of  Providence. 

.  It  is  to  be  acknowledged  that  fire  {as  giv-^' 
ing  us  the  quickest  sense  of  agonizing  pain) 
is  in  scripture  a  common  type  of  sharp  and 
destructive  afflictions  of  any  kind.  "  He  shall 
he  smsed^yet  so  as  byfirtl*'^,  with  danger  and 
offering,  and  as  a  brand  snatched  out  of  thtf 
burning.  "  I  will  bring  the  third  part  throng 
^firel^^  will  exercise  their  faith  and  p&« 
dence  with  affliction  ^nd  persecution.  60  the 
krtib  of  the  passover,  the  emblem  of  C8irist'« 
passion,  *'  was  to  he  roasted  with  Jirc^  and 

*  1  Cor.  Si,  13,  15.  f  Zech,  xiii,  9. 
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iaten  with  bitter  berbs.^*  But  the  manned 
in  which  the  peculiar  vengeance  of  insulted 
heaven  is  (in  all  the  prophecies)  applied  to  the 
mystic  Babylon,  to  her  utter  destruction  (Rev^ 
xviii.  8)  by  Jire^  launched  from  the  strong 
bandofGod^  sittii^  in  judgment  upon  her^ 
and  so  as  to  leave  her  a  smoking  monument 
of  divine  justice  and  trutii  to  all  succeeding 
ages,  seems  to  prevent  the  posdbility  of  ad* 
initting  any  other  sense  of  so  many  prophe- 
ciefli,  so  well  agreeing  together,  than  a  literal 
one.  That  Tophet  is  ordwied  erf*  old  for 
this  occasion,  and  made  deep  and  large  by 
previous  excavation,  if  not  from  the  original 
formation  c^  the  earth,  yet  at  least  by  succes-' 
sive  evacuations  of  lava,  beyond  the  earliest 
records  of  history,  and  as  infidels  pretend, 
before  the  alledged  date  of  the  age  of  the 
world's  existence.  The  amazing  extent  of 
tiie  subterraneous  commotions  c^iginating 
from  a  centre  between  d£tna  and  Vesuvius, 
have  already  demonstrated  the  possilnlity  and 
even  probability  of  a  literal  fulfilment  of  all 


*  Exod.  xii.  8,^ 
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dttit  the  prophets  hate  gpofccn  on  this  object. 
And  the  peculiar  accumubtian  of  a  despl)^ 
aggravated  guilt,  comractdd  by  thid  very  an^ 
cicnt  offender,  by  her  unparalleled  tjruelty 
and  wickedness,  and  her  persevering  in  hef 
enchantmentd^  and  becioming  more  hardened 
in  her  impenitency  for  the  repeated  warnings 
that  are  efint  to  h^r  j  have,  beyond  all  doubt, 
rendered  her  an  object  worthy  of  so  exeftt-* 
plary  a  punishmea^it.  But  at  the  same  timd 
h  is  evident  that  all  these  marks  of  character, 
both  in  her  prosperity  and  in  h^  fall,  so  pe* 
culiarly  expressive  as  applied  to  Rome,  lose 
^U  their  fotoe,  and  Weed  aU  the  propriety  of 
most  of  diem,  when  confined  'wb9lly  to  Ba«^ 
bylon  in  Chaldea^^ 

♦  That  the  prophecy  of  Edom  (Isai.  xxxiv,  9.)  belongs !• 
Sfoiney  (theife  mystically  so  called,  as  also  in  Obadiah,)  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Je^8«  a»  Bishop  Newton  qnotes  Bujctorf  to. 
prove. — "  Rab,  David  in  principio  Obadi«/'  quod  atUem  dt* 
iunt  Propheta  dt  vastatiotte  Edom  in  txtremitate  dierumf  de  Roma 
Jiw^riwi/ *'— Buxtorf  Chald.  Lex. 

The  hostility  of  Edora  or  even  Egypt  and  Babylon  to  th« 
people  of  God,  sinks  into  insignificance^  compared  withRome'd*^ 
Edom  signifies  Red,  and  red  is  the  distinguishing  colour  of  the 
roman  harlot  both  in  prophecy,  and  history,  and  existing  fact. 
These  littk  coincidences  are  not  to  be  disregarded  in  the  Prophe- 
VOL,  II*  F  F 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


216 

Of  Edom,  Jeremiah^  says^  that  ^^  it  shall  be 
a  desolation.  Every  one  that  goeth  by  it  shall 
be  astonished^  and  shall  hiss  at  all  the  plagues 
thereof.  As  in  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah^  and  the  neighbour  cities  thereof, 
saith  the  Lord,  no  man  shall  abide  there,  nei- 
ther shall  a  son  of  man  dwell  in  it/'  It  is  not 
very  apparent  how  this  can  apply  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Idumea,  of  which  no  extraordinary 
plagues  are  recorded  in  history,  nor  is  the 
state  of  that  country  such  at  this  day,  as  to 
warrant  so  strong  and  frequent  a  comparison 
with  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  Nor  in  what 
respect  the  same  can  be  safd  also  of  Babylon, 
unless  both  these  names  are  typical  of  RoMEt 
•*  Because  of  the  wrath  of  the  Lord,  it  shall 
not  be  inhabited,  but  it  shall  be  wholly  deso- 
late :  every  one  that  goeth  by  Babylon  shall 
be  astonished^  and  hiss  at  all  her  plagues.^^\ 

cies.  Those  that  relate  to  our  Saviour  are  illustrated  and 
strongly  corroborated  by  an  accumulation  of  such  things^  which 
being  apparently  casual^  are  the  more  wonderful  proofs  of  the 
divine  prescience* 

»  Jer.  xlix.  17,  18.  f  Jcr.  1,  IS.      - 
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SECTION  XXVIII. 


The  connection  in  prophecy  between  the  fall  of  Anti- 
christ^ and  the  restoration  of  Israel. — Prophetic  il- 
lustrations of  the  harvest  and  vintage. — They  are 
destructive  to  popery  but  restorative  to  Israel  — 
Christ  coming  from  Edom* — The  mystic  Epbah^ 
the  original  of  St  Paulas  man  of  Sin.^^Fruitlesi 
attempt  at  the  restoration  of  Popery.— b  is  the  ob- 
ject of  sacred  abhorrence  to  God  and  man  for  ever. 
--^The  harmony  of  prophecy. 

It  has  been  asserted  in  the  earlier  part  of 
these  reflections,  that  there  are  many  intima- 
tions in  prophecy  of  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  facts  of  the  destruction  of 
RoMEj  and  the  restoration  of  the  jEJVSy  in- 
spmuch  that  in  the  most  remarkable  prophe- 
cies of  either  of  these  events,  we  find  the 
,  pther  also  closely  accompanying  it. 

F  F  2 
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St  John  has  noticed  this  circumstance  in 
bis  account  of  the  sixth  vial,  wherein  the 
BARVEST  and  vintage  decreed  against 
Rome  hegin  to  ripen  j  which  passage*  seems 
to  be  the  cpllcct^d  sense  of  all  the  ancient 
prophets,  related  in  an  epitome;  and  appa* 
rently  signifying  that  tb€  vengeance  of  heaven 
upon  popery  will  be  the  prelude  and  the  intrq-^ 
ductory  means  of  God's  restored  mercy  to  bis 
ancient  people.  **  Behold  your  God  will 
come  "witb  vengeance^  even  God  with  z,  re- 
compenc?*' — (upon  your  persecutors  aijd  cap- 
tors),—" He  will  come  and  save  you,  Tb^n 
the  ey(s  qf  the  blind  sbaU  be  opened^^  2^1,% f 
It  is  undcnisiUe  that  this  Is  a  prophecy  be« 
longing  to  the  latter  daysy  and  to  a  late  peiiod 
of  them,  because  4  remarkable  vengeance  up- 
on their  enemies  i$  to  precede  the  conversion 
of  the  jews,  and  prove  in  the  event  of  things, 
an.  instrument  of  deliverance,  for  them.  And 
it  also  includes  in  it  a  promise  of  restoration  to 
the  desolated,  lapd  of  Jud.ea»  aa  well  as  to  the 
remnant  of  Israel,  the  heirs  of  these  promises, 

.    #  Key.  j^yi.  \%  fcc.  f  laai,  i^xxv.  ^ 
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Verae  io»  **  And  the  raasomec}  of  the  Lord 
fthall  return,  and  come  to  Zion  with  songa^ 

AW  EYERIA8T1NO  JOY  UPON  THBIl. 
iiBADS.  They  shall  obtain  joy  and  glad-* 
jjki^$^  apd  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away/' 

The  same  two  facts  are  again  connected  in 
Isaiah  xlix.-~**  Shall  the  prey  be  taken  from 
the  mighty,  or  the  lawful  captive  be  deliver- 
ed ?  But  thus  saith  the  Lord,  even  the  cap^ 
fives  of  the  migbty  sbdll  be  taken  away^  and 
the  prey  of  the  terrible'^ — (the  distinguishing 
cj>Ubet  of  the  roman  power,  their  captors,) — 
^^  shall  be  delivered.  For  (in  due  season)  \ 
will  contend  with  him  that  contendeth  with 
thee,  and  I  whl  save  thy «  children" 
rT^(the  remnant  of  Israel  in  the  last  days).— 
*^  And  /  will  feed  them  that  oppress  tbee^  with 
their  owujlesb^  and  they  shall  be  drunken  with 
tf^ir  own  bloody  as  with  sweet  w/«^:"— (shall 
be  made  instrumental  to  their  own  chastise-* 
ment,  by  one  destroying  the  others :) — ^^  and 
(then)  all  flesh  shall  know  that  I  am  thy  Sa- 
viour and  thy  Redeemer,  the  mighty  One  of 
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To  illustrate  this  point,  let  us  compare  with 
these  declarations  that  very  singulrr  prophecy 
in  Isaiah  xviii.     Here  the  people  in  whose 
favor  the  divine  edict  of  redemption  is  pro- 
mulgated, are  described  by  several  epithets 
which  are  pointedly  applicable  to  the  JB  ws, 
and  to  no  other  people.* — **  Go  ye  swift 
messengers  to  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled^  to 
a  people  terrible  firom  their  beginning  hither-- 
to;  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  down^ 
whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled^^ — ^The 
scattering  and  plundering  of  the  jews  by  the 
romans  is  notorious,  and  there  is  good  foun- 
dation also  for  the  epithet  *•  terrihle^^  which 
the  prophet  ascribes  to  them  in  respect  of 
their  almighty  Protector,  who  adopted  them 
in  their  great  ancestor  Abraham,  and  will  be 
with  them  (both  in  exaltation  and  depression) 
even  to  their  latest  posterity,  f    In  these  latter 
times  of  the  christian  dispensation,  the  jews 
have  been  held  forth  a  spectacle  to  the  world, 
and  an  object  of  astonishment  and  terror  to 

*  See  Sect.  iv.  p.  119,  note, 
f  Isai.  xUii.  2  J  Dan.  xii.  !• 
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all  reflecting  minds,*  when  we  behold  in  thent 
80  undeniable  a  proof  of  the  power  of  God  to 
deal  with  unrepenting  sinners,  and  so  strong 
an  assurance  of  the  certainty  of  his  word  that 
he  will  do  it.  This  people  has  truly  been— 
^^mettd  ouf^ — sifted  like  wheat  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  every  where  trodden 
down  and  trampled  upon  with  the  insulting 
foot  of  the  oppressor.  Their  land,  which  an- 
dently  flowed  nmtb  milk  and  honey ^  is  also 
"  spoiledy^  desolated  and  ruined  by  floods  of 
barbarians,  more  merciless  and  ignorant  than 
the  heathen^  their  original  destroyers. 

To  a  people  distinguishable  by  these  welt 
known  characteristics^  when  the  fulness  of 
time  for  their  redemption  draws  near,  the 
prophet  calls  the  solemn  attention  of  man-r 
kind ;  and  points  out  the  signals  by  which 
their  approaching  deliverance  will  be  indi- 
cated to  the  believers  in  the  truth  of  prophe- 
cy. Verse  3,  By  the  lifting  up  of  an  ensign 
on  the  mountains,  and  the  blowing  of  the 

*  Deut.  xxviii,  37. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


great  trumpet  for  the  commeneeinent  i£  the2e 
march;  to  be  conducted  by  some  great  iii# 
struoieat  of  Providence^  raised  up  for  the  oo^ 
casion* 

After  this  preparation,  there  follows  aa  af-* 
lusion  to  the  dreadful  vengeance  that  will  ait 
this  time  be  taken  upon  their  enemies^  on 
\vhich  occasion  (as  seems  intimated  in  several 
prophecies  introduced  before^)  the  jewd  wiH 
probably  make  good  the  prophet^s  words^  by 
shewing  themselves  in  a  light  oftern^  bither^t 
to  unexampled,  and  becoming  the  active  ifif^ 
struments  of  the  divine  vengeance* 

The  HARVEST  and  vintage  are  the  tw6 
emblems  appropriated  in  the  prophecies,  to 
prefigure  this  dreadful  destruction,  which  will 
in  all  likelihood  happen  in  two  cdamUoas 
events  foUovving  one  upon  the  other,  in  like 
manner  as  these  do  in  nature.  But  to  pre** 
yent  misapprehension,  here  is  a  distinction 
pointed  out  between  a  common ,  vintage  and 
this  mystical  one,  that  whereas  in  the  former 
there  proceeds  from  the  fruit  of  the  well  ri- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


£23 

i)Cfiedi  grape  **  wine  that  maketb  glad  the  heart 
wfmem  /'  in  the  latter  case  the  fruk  when  cut 
down,  shall  be  thrown  oqt  as  accursed  of  God 
and  abominable.  It  ^^  shall  be  left  unto /i&^ 
fowls  of  the  mountains^  ^nd  to  the  beasts  of 
ih^  earth :  and  the  fowls  shall  summer  upon 
tbem^  and  all  the  beasts  of  the  earth  shall  win- 
ter u{)on  them/* — This  answers  to  the  flesh 
feast  prepared  for  the  carnivorous  hirds^  to 
fdhkh  they  are  collected  together  by  an  an* 
gel  standing  in  the  sun,  and  crying  with  a 
loud  voice,  saying  to  all  the  fowls  that  fly  in 
the  midst  of  heaven^  come  and  gather  youif- 
selves  together  unto  the  supper  of  the  great 
God^ 

The  same  images  of  the  harvest  and  vint^ 
age  are  also  applied  to  the  same  occasion  by 
St  John ;  and  he  represents  the  grapes  as  be- 
ing previously  "  thrown  into  the  ORSjiT  wine 
PRJS$S  OF  rufi  WKATH  OF  GoD ;  when  blood 
instead  of  wine,  issues  out  in  hideous  torrentS| 
even  up  to  the  horses  bridles^'^^     This  hyper- 

*  Rev.  XIV.  20. — This,  says  Newton,  *'  is  a  strong  hyper- 
bolical way  of  speaking,  jiot  unknown  to  the  jews,  for  the  Je» 
VOL,  II.  G  G 
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bcdical  figure  he  aqdains  in  another  platt^^*''-^ 
Speaking  of  Christ  he  says,—- ^^Out  of  hit 
mouth  goeth  a  sharp  sword^  that  with  it  he 
should  smite  the  nations :  and  he  «hall  rule 
themf  with  a  rod  of  iron :  and  be  treadetb 
the  HTiNB  PRESS  of  tbc  JUrceMss  of  the  wratb 
ofalmgbty  God. 

It  cannot  admit  of  dispute  that  by  dtt 
VINTAGE,  in  these  passages,  is  meant  some 
dreadful  and  deciave  hayock  amoi^  the 

^Yiiialem  Talmud,  deactibii^  the  woeful  shngliter  wUdi  die 
roman  emperor  Adrian  made  of  the  jews  at  the  destructioo  of 
the  cky  of  Bittsr,  saith  tha  tbi  bones  ^aded  in  blood  up  t9 
fbe  mstrilt*  Aod  exampks  are  not  wanting  even  in  the  dai* 
ftcal  authors/'** 

III     ■  Mtthoq.  fiiientia  sanguine  lonu 

*<  Their  very  bridles  dropp'd  with  human  blood/' 

Sir.Ital|Czi«70& 
•  Rev*  lix.  15. 

f  ReT.ii«27$  xii.5;  Ps*ii«9«— The  psahnist  says  hit  rod 
or  mace  of  iron  will  be  an  hutrument  of  torture  to  the  apostate 
nationsi  to  bruise  and  break  them  in  fieces  Bie  a  patterns  vesseL^^ 
The  IRON  SCEPTRE  convcys  two  ideasy-^tlie  eternity  anl 
«tTength  of  his  kingdom,  (Dan.  ii.  44^,)  and  the  powerful  c£r 
feet  of  hi»  judgments  upon  the  zebelliousf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


525 

^  enemies  of  dbe  diurch  ^  and  that  .the  etn^uso- 
ipation  of  the  jews  is  closely  connected  with  it 
^-^For.ioiiDediately  after  these  afflictive  scenes 
of  human  carnage,  the  usual  accompaniment 
of  dmilar  prophecies  is  introduced— Ver»  7, 

fVlN  THAT  TIME  SHALL  THE  PRESENTEE 
BROUGHT  UNTO  THE   LORD  OF   HoSTS  " 

•f— (to  the  common  Lord  and  Saviour  of  all 
men,  Jesns  Christ,  the  true  David,  the  ever* 
lasting  King  of  I^ael,)  a  present-^^^  of  a  peo* 
fie  scattered  and  peeled ^-^•--a  people  terrible 
from  their  beginning  hitherto  i  a  nation  meted 
out  and  trodden  underfoot ^  whose  land  the  rU 
vers  have  spoiled^  TO  the  place  of  the 

NAME    OF    THE    LoRD    OF    HoSTS,    THE 

Mount  Zion/' . 

There  are  allusions  to  this  terrible  act :  of 
divine  vengeance  upon  antichristian  apostacy, 
in  many  of  the  prophecies,  under  the  same 
figure  of  an  harvest;  in  the  reaping  of 
which,  the  inter^ts  and  future  advancement 
of  the  Israel  of  God,  or  the  whole  true  chris- 
tian church,  is  involved.r^**  O.  Judab  !  he 
Jiath  set  an  harvest  ^c^r  tbee^  when  i  re^ 

G  o  a 
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turned  the  captivity  of  my  peppk.^^"^  Th^j 
meaning  of  which  seems  to  be,  that  whea* 
the  fulness  of  time  shall  arrive  for  the  recon«* 
piliation  of  Israel^  God  will  give  some  *!gna! 
evidences  of  his  restored  favor  to  them,  by 
conquests  achieved  over  their  origtna!  e^v^ 
tc««,  or  those  who  have  taken  upon  Ubieck^ 
selves  all  the  responubiltty  of  their  cnidtves, 
(which  exceeded  even  their  comi!rRsiio]i,)f^ 
by  being  then:  pi^rsecutors  evea  to  the  ]ams 
ckys.  "  The  daughter  of  Babylon  is  HAe  4 
ibresbing  floor }  it  is  time  to  fbresi  her:  jet 
a  little  while  and  the  tim£  of  h£r  kah^ 
tEST  shall  come." J  When  the  harvest  is 
full  ripe  for  the  sickle,  the  reaper  appointed 
to  it  will  not  be  far  behind,  ^  Put  ye  in  the 
sidle  FOR  THE  HARVEST  IS  RIPE.  Come, 
get  you  down,  far  tbe  press  is  full^  the  fats 
o^erfiow^  for  tfieir  widkedness  is  great."^-*- 
Here  bo|:h  the  harvest  and  yiKTAi^E  are 
Included,  and  the  explanation  is  also  given, 
tktt  it  is  God'^  vengeance  i]^on  consummate 

f  H«6ea  ▼!.  !!•  f  Xaai,  xlvii,  6. , 

I  Jen  Ii»  83.  $  Jod  Si.  13, 14  %  Rev.  xiv,  \\^ 
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jnifietf ^  for  which  tlie  predntiaated  agrat » 
(eommiiMOoed  aod  ui^ged  to  ^^paditioo  iu  do^ 
lag  im  work  of  dciilx.  ^^  Babjkm  k  falleoi 
-^  faUec^  aod  ail  the  grawn  iQMges  <)|*  her 
gods  hs^  he  broken  to  the  ground*     O I  Mir 

THRESHING,— tAND  THE  CORN  OF  MY 

fiXto%  i^-^That  which  I  have  heard  of  the 
^Liord  of  Hosts,  the  Gad  pf  Ifurad«  have  I  dfo 

Thaie  prophecies  (afi  €£  them  evidcntljf! 
aihading  to  the  tame  evtenta, .  which  aoi&e  of 
theiH  ^^pliddj  declare  to  be  the  FAJtL  o? 
]3A2VLOSf  and  her  threshing,  cr  the 
breaking  up  of  hi^r  confederate  powers,  to 
make  w^  (tx  the  reti^rn  of  the  jewB«  and 
^e  happy  eataUifihmeat  of  the  kit^om  of 
Pirist,)  are  adcqpABd  hj  St  Johr^^  a3  being  /tiff 
fUMrt  m  ^  imipj  and  applied,  hj  hm  to  the 
overdicow  of  the  jcathotic  aposiKacfi  for  tie 
SITfg)  ^tke  wise  prss  was  trodden  witiwut 
(be  thy^^  (vrhidBi  intimates  that  it  was  i^t  f«r 
j^rgn^  ^  but  in  the  a^acent  territory  of  tb<; 
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thiirch^  or  patrimcmy  of  St  Petar,  a$  it  was 
lili  of  late  esteemtd ;)  "  artd^  bkod  came  out  of 
the  wine  press y  evea  unto  the  horses  bridfes, 
by  the  space  of  a  thousand  and^six  huodred 
fiirloags.'** 

To  the  same  effect  is  that  snbUine  figiua^ 
live  representatioQ  of  Christ  returning  frpm 
his  destruction  of  Antichrist,  in  vengeance  iot 
the  long  and  grievous  sufferings  of  his  chuich, 
by  which  in  his  fidthful  martyrs  he  had  him* 
self  been  ^  crucified  qfresbiandput  to  an  :0pe9$ 
sbamcy^  in  the  Egypt  of  the  great  apostair|r# 
^  Who  is  this?— That  cometfa  fiiom  £dom, 
in  (blood)  dyed  garments  fiom  Bosiah?^— 
This  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling 
in  the  greatness  of  his  strength/*  Christ  is 
here  shewn,  as  he  is  afterwards  by  St  John  in 
Rev.  xix.  ii^asa  triumphant  cdnqueror^  of  ua« 
rivalled  might,  notwithstanding  the  previous 
sufferings  he  had  undergone,  from  the  loi^ 
prevsdling  warfare  of  the  usurper  AnddmsL 
He  is  also  glorious  in  the  matchless  splendor 

•  Rcv»  m%  8.— See  Sect*  xx.  p.  47f 
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of  lus  apparel,  the  robe  of  perfect  righteous-^ 
ness  and' salvation^  ^Yiidx  appears  glittering; 
under  his  armour  that  has  been  stained  with 
the  hhod  of  bis  enemies.— ^^  Wherefore  art 
thou  red  in  thy  apparel,  and  thy  garments 
like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  wine  fat?*'— 
He  gives  the  answer  himself.—**  I  have  trod- 
den the  wine  press  alone,  and  of  the  peo{4d 
thore  was  none  with  me.     For  I  will  tread 
tbem  IN  MINE  ANGSR^  and  trample  them  IN 
Mr  furt;  and  their  blood  shall  be  sprinkled 
iipbn  my  garments,  and  I  will  stain  all  my 
r^oment      For  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in 
mine  heart,  and  thb   year   of  my  re- 
2>S£M2D  IS  COME."    Thus  it  appears  that 
tibrese  two  facts,  the  punishment  of  the  apos* 
tacy,  and  the  redemption  of  Israel,  are  in  all 
the  prophedes  connected  together,  and  repre* 
serited  very  much  in  the  same  manner.* 

*  I  do  not  think  it  necesiaiy  to  make  any  apology  to  thje 
scrupulous  delicacy  of  sceptical  objectors  for  the  strength,  (qt 
if  they  please,  tbegrgtsness)  of  these  and  similar  passages  in  the 
scripture,  which  speak  of  the  fury  of  the  i&vine  vengeance  upon 
tinners*  Common  sense  is  alone  sufficient  to  tell  us,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  these  cases^  accommodates  itself  to  the  ideas  of 
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So  exceeding  heavy  is  the  txsrden  d  tki 
wrath  of  God  upoa  apostate  Babylon,  that 
notwithstanding  the  abundance  and  the  great 
variety  of  the  figures  made  use  of,  and  the 
unbounded  prophetic  licence  in  these  embic* 
maticai  pdntings,  the  prophets  seem  to  hav0 
labored  under  their  mighty  concepticRss  of  k^ 
as  if  they  were  too  big  for  words  to  express^ 
^  The  Lord  hath  opened  his  armoury,  and 
hath  tm^ught  forth  the  weapons  of  his  I2f« 
DiokTation.  For  tins  is  tie  wori  of  ibi 
Lord  Cod  of  Hosts  ^  in  tie  Imui  of  tie  Citflde^ 
ans.     Woe  unto  tbem^  for  thbir  day  I9 

COME,  the  TIME  OF  THEIR  VUSITATKW/'* 

*^  The  voice  of  them  that  flee  and  escape  out 

most  general  and  easy  apprehension  amongst  men,  in  expressing 
thus  the  nature  and  effects  of  the  divine  resentment  against 
fin  ;  which  the  consittency  of  the  diVlne  attr3>ute8  of  mtr^ 
'  and  jus^t  cannot  suffer  to  go-unpunished.  It  expresses  the 
certainty  and  the  sharpness  of  the  vengeance  that  sin  will  draw 
upon  itself;  and  not  the  revengeful  mind  with  which  it  is  in- 
flicted.—*' For  God  boih  no  pUasure  in  the  death  of  him  that 
^h^^^hiat  w»teth  to  be  gracious.^'  **  Fury  is  md  in  m^ 
Who  would  set  the  briars  and  thorns  against  me  in  battled 
Let  him  take  hoki  of  my  strength,  that  he  may  maie  peace  *antk 
tnty  and  he  shall  make  peace  with  me/*  (Isai,  xxvii.  4.) 

*  Jer,  I.  25. 
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of  the  landf  of  Babylon,  to  deckrd  tti.  ZumiSr 

(^.M$  jtempkf^'-^^^aBt  in  vindication  of  teliglon4^ 

.  -f  •       : ^  ':  '--^i;  •^:  ;—  .' ■-  ■    -• 

'  It.  t$/xmpp^bSr  jcekll7  to  tsanfiner.alli  tbi« 
li^gnABeeqce  ,  of :  expf essicm,  and  -^  V]($t«  '4i^ 
prcpuiiadjcff  ^endid^uh^^  ta  tte  iifrd«>ek^ 
of  :phi!:Bab]rlohj  ^^iKfaose :  imperioQS  do^flioi^^ 
Witt' airtiiibg  Xo.icon&pare  mtb  thhtic^iantii^ 
y(Anft]»acBab^driyiai0c4  l?ul:.asiioiit>tflatt^iaQct 
was  ^  o{A,i9mpn:^Ui»fytiQAivijjg  xmoKaj^ev^^^ 
FiH^  ih^rjmi  ^reDanteredltbati^arw^  i|ad;  dtfuti 
seoofi^  tefupte  cixQS0d«i  it)  glo^  e^h*itlt4t^5 
SdoONCtt^r  b^  pbsstesin^  not;  mSB!^}^')^e^Sii«P 
china,  but  God^idr^ciufitittev^tfae  >Iw%^Mbfit: 
and  Messiah,  according  to  the  prophet  :f — 
^t:!t9ij t  V^ftO.  tbe  ;ciUds  iiof :  Ji^pbAViiVER t^D 

..  Tb^i .  J^^ylQpiaw  .imd^lH^dly iTaofed  .li^ 
CQi¥l«g[|8A^Q0/l'<>^^  Q^d^jin  fdeBtnjy^^qptte  jp^^ 
f|nM:t6tn{4ei  ir^  deaolatlag  the  abuiM  doQ«iftJ 
tryX  of  the  idolatrous  jcw§.     If  they  exceed- 


*':•   *.   -   r  -'' 

* 

.»•■  .-.    .:r.r-  «■ 

.  f  Jfc^  LSf. 

t    IW.  xU9r    . 

4:.Le*.wri..8*.  nU 
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ed  tbeir  authority,  in  pressing  their  yoke  upon 
them  wi&  a  heavy  hand  and  much  cruelty, 
the  romaos  have  6odc  the  same  to  a  &r  great- 
er excess ;  and  have  held  that  miserable  peo^ 
pie  in  a^  -worse  than  egyptian  bondage  for 
Qicarly,  1800  years.  For  in  prophecy  the 
present  possessors  of  Rome  bear  the  burdea 
Otbou^  they  do  npt  the  celebrity)  of  the  ui^ 
degenented  romans;  and  take  to  diemselves 
the  name  J  of  romans,  (not  without  absurdity) 
calling  themselves  roman  catholics.— 
And  they  have  a  double  shai:e  oi  respondbi^ 
Utyialtached  to  it,  as  hxnag  been  the  fersc^ 
cutprs  and  destroyers  of  6otb  tin  two  witMss^ 
<!,:  tb^Jews^  and  the  protestdnts. 

(  The  wai^ning  ^ven  by  Saint  John  to  the 
christians  of  those  times  fv^hen  Aciticln^ 
should  be  revealed,  that  they  should  with- 
draw themselves  from  communion  witib  him^ 
Is  the  strong  ground  upon  which  the  reformat 
tion  (which  tbty  taU  brrest^)  is  foii^ed. 

*  Acts  xxiv«  14.  <<  Bnt  this  I  confess  unto  thee,  that  after 
tbo  way  ^Mch  they  call  ftSKSfrj  so  worship- 1  the  Godofntf 
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^  Come  out  of  ber^  j^  ficc^k^  thit  yfe  be  hot 
partakers  ef  her  An^  and  diat  ye  recore  not- 
of  her  plagues.****-!!  is  the  same  almost  Teib*' 
ally  as  chat  which  Jeremiah  addre«;Qd  '>  to ''  Ba-c 
bylon  rf  OuddesL^^^Fheout  (ftJbe  midst  0/ 
Babylon^  and  ddker  erery  man  his  soul,  be 
not  cut  off  in  her  iniquity..  For  this  i?  the 
time  of  the  Lord's  vengeance ;  he  will  render 
unto  her  a  recompencc.  For  \ki  judgments 
reacheth  unto  heaven,  aul  is  lifted  up  even 
anto  the  skies.'**.  In  ver.  36,  he  seems  to 
represent  both  the  witnesses,  the  olgects  of 
her  persecution,  crying  to  heaven  for  jusfice 
against  hen  •*  The  violence  done  to  me  and 
to  my  fleshy  be  upon  Babylon,  shall  the  in* 
habitant  of  Zion  say ;  and  my  blood  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Chaldea,  shall  Jerusalem  say."f 
And  by  the  same  figure  *St  John  has  repre- 
sented the  souls  under  the  altar,  which  had* 
been  slain  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  crying 

f other s%  believing  all  tHings  whictf  are  written  in  the  law  stnd 
the  prophets."  But  they  worship  a  strange  god,  vshkh  their 
fathers  kne^w  not,  and  trample*  under  their  feet  the  scriptures, 
\^ile  they  unwittingly  are  fiJfilUng  them* 

*  Jer.  li,  6,  f  J«rt  h';  3*. , 

H  H  2 
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^JhitjJfko^iXift!^!  the  ^inurdsibdd  dty  indi^ 
Qdokdtaa^.Qi.BahflGQ.^.  -And  satb^adficw 
i%(4ue*tiiisy6  hingvgcd  4x>The  ^g^ven  no  tJbefiu: 
For..V.a»  Babyloni  hath  caused  the  daw  ofA\^' 
mt\fX)i{^:Mat.3a6y/9n  shall  fall  the  thin 
ff^H^k'e Aarth''^  The  Avenging  iwoid «l»ft 
pi«tiM  h^r/ through. *U  the  n^Uftas  of  iwbicli 
J^UOfit?  l-fiAeup  is.  madeup^  ;     .   i 

qui^  hei;  fio^  destrupuoo,  a  waTaiflg:  )§  ^vm 
to  such  of  them  a«  havis  &s^p^:ith^.iii¥jc,  J9 
beware  of  the  secoudi  whii^h  5^ill  ^99il  fs^Mow 

♦  Rev,  vi.  10.  *     ' 

'. TjHitiaene  animis  ccelestibus  irae  ?— VfRt 

Can  heavenly  souls  dar^  enmities  retain  ? 
'-  To  teav'n  for  vengeance  sue  ? — and  site  in  vain  t  " 

Tbisfigttrrbf  the  souls  under  the  altar,  (that  is,  Jn'the  pfeculi* 
airltfepangjof'tbe  Almighty;^  for  *^pn^otis  in  the  sigit  bf 
the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints,")  is  not  intended  to  con- 
vey an  idea  of  revenge  upon  their ,  murfprers,  but  only  more 
gtrongly  to  c)i;pre8S  a  very  general  sentiroeiptj  as  «iore  peculiar^ 
ly  true  in  tliis  qase,  **  that  thegmlt  i^  Innocent  blood  hat  a  fOfcp 
tvhuh  sooner  or  later  wiil6e,lfe(^r^".  ^G^J^yiy*  IQ')  .. 
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it  ,  ^^  Te  thaf  have  4t€qpcd:thc  jwnrdi  go 
mmiy^-^^und.not  stilly  remember.  'Jbc>Ij>rd 
*^  ^i^ond  let  Jeruid^!  com  into  yot^, 
mjft4'''*  Reowipber  <Kat  Christ  will  avengq 
1^19  .c^iir^h)  and  that  the  time  is  come.  So  St 
John  reprssentB  her  iateresteid  pafdsahs  as  fae^ 
wailing  her  sad  (looni^  and  ^^f  standing  afpr  ^ 
for  Jtar  of  her  torment.^^f  /But  tq  lixe  &h^ 
ful  the  holy  Spirit  gives  a  caution  against  any* 
needless  fellowship  with  these  wc^ks  of  darJc<# 
jicss,  ^  Depart  ye^ — depari  ye^-^^go  ye  out 
frm  thence.  Touch  no  unclead  thiog ;  go  ja 
out  eftbe  midst  of  her/;  be  ye  dean,  that  bcM[ 
the  vessels  of  the  Lord.^'J  /  If^thst  prd&ss 
the  genuizm  faith  of  the  go^d.  ^  And  agasn^ 
chap.  xlviiL  20,-*-**  Go  ye  forth  if  Babylon-^ 
fiee  yt  from  the  Cbcddeans.  There  ism  peace^ 
smtb  the  Ja>rd^  unto  THE  wxcjked;'*  When 
the  judtgmeat  begins^ ,  there  wiJl  tbsa  b^.  j:^^ 
kmg  or  f^ri^t  -iaterraL  ^of  rttpite  mtil.siiie 
end  of  it 

The  prophet  Malachi  indeed  seisms,  to  al- 
lude to  an  attempt  at  the  perfect  restorpition 

#  Jer.  U.  50.        f  Rev,  xfiS.  1^* .      %  I^ai^iii^  !}•. 
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of  the  aiitichiisdan  power  and  greatness,  after 
ks  decline  and  consumption  hath  been  very. 
fiur  advanced;  which  seems  also  to  be  the 
pjurpOTt  of  other  prophecies,  as  I  have  else^ 
where  shewn**  To  thi^  deceitful  peace  and 
partial  triumph,  jmt  before  her  utter  destruc* 
tipn,  perhaps  the  doMe  fall  predicted  to  Ba-*» 
bylon  may  refer.  **  Whereas  Edom  saitJby 
VC  are  impoverished^  but  we  will  return^  and, 
buiU  the  desolate  places^^^^\yr^  will  set  up  the 
despoiled  shrines  and  altars  of  the  ssdnts  again, 
nsume  the  church  lands  and  monastic  pro--. 
perty,  and  renew  all  our  claims  and  ecdesias*^ 
deal  immunldes,  of  which  the  heretics  firsts 
and  the  sweeping  scourge  afterwards  depriv- 
fsd  us,  in  the  day  when  God  aiHicted  hdy 
church).  ■  ^  But  thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts.  They  shall  builds  but  I  will  throw 
down  ;  and  they  shall  c^ll  them^^-^mn  BOR** 
DER  OF   WICKEDNESS, t~^i»i  the  people 

^  Section  yS«  p«  203)  Sec. 

f  It  18  evident  that  no  stub  name  hath  been  given  to  the 
country  of  Idumca>  or  any  other ;  and  this  is  one  strong  proQf 
amongst  others,  that  the  opinioh  of  the  jews,  in  giving  the  name 
of  Edom  to  Roipei  is  fonnded  \^n  a  correct  appreheasibn  of 
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gainst  wb(m  the  Lord  batb  indignatim  fur 
ever^''' 


The  jewsy  though  excetttvdy  wicked,  and 
having  upc»i  their  heads  the  gtiilt  of  that  sa« 
cred  blood  by  which  we  are  redeemed,  yet 
(as  St  Paul  argues  in  their  favor,)  **  tbej  did 
it  in  unbdirfr-^^Thsj  have  borne  their  own 
burden  on  that  account,  and  their  posterity 
^er  them  have  sustained  the  weight  of  dieir 
fathers  curse.  Yet  the  jews  were  not  cut  off 
totally  and  finally,  with  marks  of  detestation 
dnd  perpetual  abhcurence.  But  at  this  day^ 
THE  REMNANT  that  hath  escaped,  are  the 
heirs  of  glorious  and  comfortable  pronuses. 
But  of  them  that  oppressed  them  God  will 

these  prophaciet)  although  they  continue  blin4  to  thoie  which 
concern  themselves.  This  is  a  Tery  common  species  of  blind* 
Bess«— 


-Suus  cuiq.  attributus  est  error : 


Sed  non  vldemus  manticae  quod  in  tergo  est. 

CATVLfc, 

Where  others  err»  we  safely  hit  the  blot : 
Where  we  ourselves,  we  comprehend  it  not* 

*  Malachi  2.  4. 
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nifihafidl  end^  and  Consign  them  to  a  curse^. 
from  the  effects  of  which,  there  is  no  restprar. 
lion.  But  they  will  remain  a  perpetual  op- 
probriomi  and  ,4  monument  of  t^e  diYio(i  de« 
testation  and  wrath^  after  thjg  ^ampk  of  Sot 
JDOM,  even  to  the  end  of  the  wOrifl  Tfeqr 
shall  be  called  *?  the  border  of  yhqUlEIh 
KESs/' — ^^  the  peppk^gainft  wbx^fH.Q^d  both 

INDIGN4TWN .  FpM.   EFER^'—^^tbe^peoph  ^ 

bis  WRAXif^'^^^^tbi  $aen  of  bis  ctiRSE^'^f--^, 
n  seed  of  fahcb^odi-^thc  sons  of  /be  sorcAr^ 
sss  oW/i/?  i^Ha*^4r^aLnd^ia  getietal.^/sr  bjp4 
j^{u;riticaL  mfiQn'^j^  wholly  4evqid  pf.eooscieflca. 
and  tfttthi  ,   I ;...  ;-  ^  .: ;  .  •.    .    /  V 

;  In  perfect  c(si jiatenf:y  with .  these.  bpprobrf4 
ous  epithets  of  abhorrence,  and  with  St.  Paul's 
picture  of  the  m%an  of  sin,  ^ sitting  in  tbe 
templt  ofCod^  and  sbimng  birfiselfibat  be  is 
Codl*  is  that  mystical  representation  of  the 
church  in  Zechariah  V*  6.— In  holy  vision 
the  prophet  sees  an  Ephah,  the  type  of  the 
church,  and  a  ULoman  sitting  in  the  midst  cf 

*  Isai.  z«  6«  t  leai)  xxxit.  5*  ^  Issif  Win  d» 
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Ijkt  ipbab^  as  St  Paul's  man  of  sii^,  or  the 
I^OPE  Upon  the  high  altar  of  St  Pdter's  church 
at  Rome.  Upon  inquiry  into  the  meaning  of 
the  vision j  he  is  answered — ^**  this  is  wiGk- 
Kdness."— ^This  is  blasphemy,  idolatry^  im- 
piety personified*  **  ^nd  be  sald^  moreover 
this  is  their  resemhldnte  through  all  the  earth!^ 
This  is  d  trtie  type,  a  just  estimate  of  the  state 
of  religion  through  the  whole  circuit  of  thfe 
toman  world,  or  catholic  spiritual  empire. 

After  this  a  weight  of  lead  is  cast  upon  th# 
q>hah,  to  which  various  interpretations  may 
be  ^ven.  It  may  signify  the  long  duration 
and  firm  establishment  of  that  corrbptidn  of 
religion,  as  lead  is  the  most  durable  of  metals. 
— ^The  heavy  oppression  with  which  it  shall 
crush  the  church  under  its  dominion.— The 
endeavours  of  the  apostate  powers  to  prevent 
the  reformation  of  the  churchy  in  its  attempts 
to  rise ; — or,  lastly,  the  heavy  weight  of  tb$ 
divine  judgments^  under  which  the  apostacy 
itself  shall  at  last  sink  into  perdition,  like  % 
ponderous  millstone  thrown  into  the  sea. 

VOL.  it  I  I 
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The  restoration  of  the  church  and  true  re? 
ligion  of  the  gospely  is  afterwards  revealed^ 
under  the  type  of  two  women*  flying  upon 
the  wings  of  the  wind,  the  emblem  of  the 
TWO  wiTNESSBSy  raised  to  life  and  caUed 
^  to  heaven,  that  is,  the  two  pure  and  r&. 
formed  churches  of  the  protestants  and  the 
jews  converted  to  Christ.  These  supported 
by  the  power  and  providence  of  God,  Hit  up 
the  sunken  and  long  debased  ephah,  now 
freed  from  its  odious  burden,  and  bear  it 
away  "  to  build  it  an  bouse  in  the  land  ofSbi^ 
nar.^^  To  raise  an  estaiblishment  where  true 
religioa  and  faith  shall  flourish  from  theQCe  to 
the  end  of  time*! 

*  A  woman  is  the  common  and  well  known  emblem  of  tlic  , 
church,  the  pure  churches  especially,  (Rev.  xii.  ],)  but  the 
corrupt  churches  of  Rome,  aud  of  Israel  (as  churdies}  are  «9 
represented  also — Rct.  xvii.  4,  £zek«  xxiii..  4. 

-f  **  The  land  ofSbiimr^*  being  mentioned  as  the  destioatioii 
of  these  two  embassadors  of  truth,  seems  to  agree  with  £ze- 
kiel's  prophecy  explained  above,  (Sect,  v.  p,  145,)  that  the 
jews  shall  Be  established  In  their  own  land^  in  a  state  of  great 
prosperity  and  happiness,  and  be  honored  as  the  fountain  head 
of  true  religion,  and  the  mother  church;  receiving  the  wester? 
dittrches  into  her  bosotn,  as  sisters  and  as  daughtersm 
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'  To  eoodude  t^iS'  subject^  after  the  sitoAg 
and  abundant  evidence  that  has  been  pro^ 
dnced,  L. think  the  charge  of  credulity  T^ill 
not  lie  against  those  person^^  who  (with  the 
authority  of  many  leaned  men  on  th^ir  sidei 
aod  tbe  admission  of  most  catholics  them- 
selves,) believe  that  by  the  mystic  Baby- 
lon of  St  John  is  meant  RoM£  ;  but  rather' 
a^amst  tirose  who  caa  be  persuaded  c£  the 
contrary.  And  if  this  be  admitted,  k  will 
follow  that  the  prophecies  quoted  by  St  John 
and  applied  to  Baby  loa  wbisb  was  to  ^  rise 
mftcr  bis  timt^  do  belong  not  to  paga^  but 
IPAPAX  Rome  ;  because  in  the  latteir  applica^ 
tion  they  have  a  very  close  and  stiikitig  agrefc-^ 
ment,  but  in  the  former  none  at  aiL 

The  ^hah  was  a  measure  of  corn,  and  bread  i3  the  staff  of 
life,  as  the  church  is  the  outward  means  by  which  spiritual  sus- 
tenance is  provided  for  our  souls.  I'he  emblem  signifies  a  cor- 
ruption of  that  u»hich  should  be  the.  lifdxif  th^  world;'  The 
same  is  taught  under  the  emblenis  of  ^he  y^Uri  made  bitter 
and  deadly,  (  Rev,  yiii.  11, )- turned  into  blood,  &c.  (Rev,  xvi^ 
C)  S>QQ  ^^  the  mlracuious  image  of  OUR  lady  of  Candeljria" 
^— Glas*s  Kist.  of  the  Canary  Islands,  book' ii£  ch^,  4i  and 
pit  2%  chap.  vlii.  p.  387. .  '".    ."^      '     .  .  '^ 
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On  r%bt  and  unimportant  occaidcMii,  it  Ut 
not  iroosUteat  with  the  wisdom  c^  God  to 
jg^ve  to  the  world  ^uch  mimerous  and  strong 
evidences  of  his  ever  present  agency,  and  io- 
visihle  pqw^  and  godhead,  as  must  arise  tt> 
Us  from  the  contemplation  of  prophecies  of 
this  extensive  range,  and  compiled  from  pre-* 
ceding  prophecies,  in  an  almost  chronologic 
cal  and  historical  e»u:tness  of  arrangement ; 
with  the  addition  of  many  explanatory  or- 
oomttaoces,  and  r«eferences  to  the  ori^nals 
ttieinselve?  for  further  elucidation.T-*But/mth 
confidence  it  may  be  pronounced,  that  di* 
rise  of  suci  an  ap^stacy  from  the  faith  af 
Christy  as  St  Paul  has  foreshewu  in  his  MAir 
OF  SIN,  and  St  John  in  the  beast  and  his 
IMAGE,  aflfords  an  occasion  worthy  of  such 
an  interposition  of  the  Deity;  ^n  order  to 
give  the  needful  forewarning  to  his  faithful 
servants,  and  to  vindicate  from  rash  censure 
the  providence  and  distributive  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Ruler.      And  the  unity  of  plan  and 
design,  the  wonderful  harmony  and  consist-, 
ency  in  every  part,  which  subsists  between 
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the  preceding  system  of  ancient  prophecy, 
and  M^hat  (comparatively  speaking)  we  may 
cbJH  modern^  or  evangelical  prophecy ;  (that  is 
to  say,  all  that  has  been  delivered  in  the  last 
4ays  themulvesy  of  which  the  former  make  so 
frequoot  mention ;)  and  at  the  same  time  the 
strict  agreement  of  both  with  historical  fiictSi 
and  with  the  present  state  of  the  world ;  af- 
fords a  strong  and  increasinjg  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  divine  i^velation,  and  a  source  of  con« 
tinual  glory  and  praise  to  God  and  the  Lamb. 
^^  Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  aod  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  and  the  victory,  and 
the  majesty :  for  all  that  is  in  the  heaven, 
and  the  earth  is  thine.  Thine  is  the  Idng* 
dom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  Head 
§bove  all.'^  (i  Chron.  xxix.  ii.) 
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.Si  •  •  •  • 

The  siknce  of  our  Lord  upon  the  subject  of  Antif^ 
christ  accounted  for.-^His  allusions  to  antim 
fhristianism  being  prophetic^  were^  designed  to 
'he  explained  by  time  and  events. — The  solution 
•  ef  some  peculiarities  tn  our  Lord^s  conduct^  upon 
the  supposition  of  an  intended  allusion  to  the 
MdJtiAN  InoLArMT.-^And  if  some  dij^cvliies  in 
ins  prec^iiva  discoufus^  by  a  r^er^nef  to  tiie  su» 
perstitioiis  abuses  cf  Popery^ 

IjEFORE  I  proceed  in  any  further  reflec- 
tions upon  the  prophecies,  that  are  applicable 
to  the  acknowledged  corruptions  and  great 
degeneracy  of  the  church  of  Rome,  from  the 
original  truth  and  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  advert  to  an  obvious  ob^ 
jection  that  may  be  offered  agsdnst  admitting 
such  an  interpretation  of  them.  It  will  be 
thought  a  matter  of  some  difficulty,  perhaps, 
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if  this  applkatioii  be  wdl  founded,  to  acOTunl 
for  tb^  f^p^ent  silence  of.  our  Messed  Lord 
biimelfi  upon  a  subject  in  which  the  interest^ 
of  his  church  vrere  to  be  so  deeply  involved. 
For  Antichrist,  whoever  he  be,  is  not  an  in- 
signific^t  adversary,  or  beneath  the  notice  of 
the  master  of  the  house,  whose  servants  were 
to  be  so  roughly  handled  by  him,  and  that  iot 
£0  long  a  period  as  1260  years. 

But  this  difficulty  is  rather  imaginary  thart 
real.     There  is  a  suitable  time  for  all  things, 
and  our  blessed  Lord,  in  the  fulness  of  his  di- 
vine wisdom  forbore  to  mention  many  things 
of  equal  impratance  with  this,  for  various  rea- 
sons, and  particularly  that  principal  one ;  that 
Ae   minds   of  his  disciples    were    not   yet 
prepared  to  receive  such  communications  in 
any  other  than  an  allusive  and  parabolical 
way.*^— "  /  have  yet  many  things  (which  I 
could  wish)  to  say  unto  youy  hut  ye  cannot  hear 
them  now ;  bowheity  nxxben  hcy  the  Spirit  of 
truth  is,  come^  be   will  guide  you  into  aS 

♦  That  this  was  his  manner,  see  John  xi«  14« ;  x,  24  ;  xvi, 
25,  29. 
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irutb^^'^  The  wisdom  of  Christ  was  in  sitefii 
instances  to  the  full  as  manifestly  evinced  \tk 
his  withholding  commanications  that  were 
improperly  required  of  him^  as  by  those 
which  he  personally  and  explicitly  revealed  % 
and  the  crafty  enemies  which  continually  lay 
upon  the  watch  to  urge  him  to  speak  hastily 
upon  difficult  questions,  that  he  might  drop 
some  unguarded  expression,  were  as  much 
disappointed  by  his  forbearance,  as  when  he 
spoke  they  were  put  to  shame  by  his  an^ 
lowers. 

That  he  should  never  have  said  any  thing 
very  expressly  of  the  latter  timesy  and  of  the 
GREAT  APOSTACY  which  was  to  come^  is 
not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  ccm-i 
sider  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  the  ha*^ 
tred  of  the  jews,  the  jealousy  of  the  romansi 
and  the  fears  and  weakness  of  the  first  be- 
lievers. Owing  to  their  national  prejudices^ 
his  own  disciples  were  very  slow  of  belief| 
«nd  very  reluctant  to  receive  some  of  the  dis^. 

^  John  XVI.  12* 
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igreeabie  truths  which  absolute  necessity  re* 
quired  him  to  communicate  to  them**  Yet 
as  thejr  were  near  at  band,  their  minds  must 
by  frequent  mention  of  these  things,  be  won 
by  degree*  to  the  belief  of  them.  "  that  wbea 
they  should  come  to  passy  they  might  remember 
that  he  bad  told  them  of  tbent^^  and  not  be  in-^ 
dined,  after  the  ill  example  of  too  marjy,  to 
cast  off  their  faith  in  him  all  together,  when 
they  should  find  it  beset  with  difficulties  and 
dangers,  of  which  they  had  not  been  before 
apprised,  and  encouraged  to  the  endurance  of 
them  by  the  most  infallible  assurance  of  a 
great  rewards 

We  find  therti  readily  acknowledging  their 
Own  want  of  faith  and  christian  fortitude  dur- 
ing his  continuance  with  them*  They  could 
not  bear  to  hear  him  delivering  those  humili- 
Uting  doctrines  of  his  own  approaching  pas- 
rion  and  death,  and  the  personal  sufferings 
they  themselves  must  expect  to  meet  with, 
by  a  constant  adherence  to  his  persecuted 

•  Matt,  xvi.  21 ;— -Mark  viii.  31,  Sco. 
VOL.  II.  K   K 
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doctrine  and  catise.  He  had  oecamon  to  say. 
to  even  the  most  zealous  c^  them,  ^''wili  ye 
also  go  awayf^-^zxid  sometimes  with  a  tran- 
sient anger  at  the  selfish  and  worldly  spins 
which  tiben  actuated  them,  to  reproach  them, 
^^  bow  long  shall  I  be  wUb  you^  bow  long 
shall  I  suffer  youf^  when  he  found  their 
minds  occupied  with  idle  contentions  aboiH: 
precedency,  and  greatness  in  his  promised 
kingdom ;  which  they  still  expected  acciml*^ 
ing  to  the  glowing  descriptions  of  its  state  in 
the  glorious  millennium,  as  delivered  by  the 
prophets.  Even  after  he  had  actually  si]&r«|. 
ed  all  these  things,  and  was  so  risen  agam  as 
he  had  foretold,  he  had  CKxaaon  to  offer  va- 
rious means  of  conviction,  before  he  could 
subdue  their  incredulity ;  sayii^  to  them,  ^^  O 
fools !  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that 
the  prophets  have  spoken !  Ought  not  Christ 
thus  to  have  suffered  f'^— is  not  thb  the  sense 
of  your  own  prophets,  and  the  sfHritual  maul- 
ing of  innumerable  types^  and  of  the.  whok 
structure  of  your  law,  apd  of  the  ordinances 
of  your  religion? — Then  he,  for  the  first 
time,  fully  opened  their  understandings  to 
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tike  seiise^^aH'the  scriptures  relating  to  these; 
principal  facts,  that  were  to  distinguish  the 
LAST  TIMES,  Or  the  dispensation  of  the  gos- 
pel, in  this  early  part  of  it.* 

If  we  duly  consider  these  things,  we  shall 
116  longer  wonder  that  our  Lord  should  have 
re&wied  from  saying  any  thmg  himself,  so 
di:pre^y  as  St  Paul  has  done  some  years  af- 
terwards, of  the  coming  of  Antichrist.-~Thcre 
was  no  need  at  all  of  this  great  additional 
^fficuky  to  be  thrown  in  their  way  by  our^ 
liOi^d  himself.  And  we  fmd  him  teaching  St 
Peter,  by  a  virion,  so  nec^sary  a  truth  as 
that  the  gentile  w^ld  was  to  be  admitted  into 
the  b&pe  of  salnxation  by  the  gospel^  eyen  afta: 
his  olsrn^aseension.  iatp  heaven.  Jesus  had 
tau^t  thou  this  doetrine  b^efore,  by  many, 
parables,  which  he  had  explained  to  them  af- 
terwards in  private  conference,  as  far  as  pre- 
say:  onmmatances  and  common  prudence 
would  admit;  and  we  shall  fiijd  that  he  ha4^ 
pot  n^l€5ef94  to  take  the  same  metbdd  of  in- 
eiilcating  the  doctrine  of  Antichrist,  a  still 
iQore  delicate  pointy  and  reserved  for  a  futuref 

K  K  2 
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dme^  and  another  method  of  commiinieatiB|f 
ft  fuller  accdunt  of  it. 

The  prejudices  of  the  apoatks  th«n»eIvM 
we  contiftualiy  find,  required  some  time  to  be 
worn  out,  and  fresh  communications  were 
made  to  them  by  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of 
wisdom  and  dirine  inspiration,  as  fresh  occa^ 
sion  for  them  occurred.  That  the  doctrine 
of  Antichrist,  theref<^e,  should  have:  been  erne 
of  the  latest  qommunicatipns  JMdf^  imd  have 
been  committed  rather  to  the  apostle  cf  the 
gentiles,  than  to  Miy  other  of  the  sa<nred.coi^, 
kge,  except  St  John,  at  a  considerable  dts^ 
tance  of  time  afterwards  •  is,  every  way  agreer 
$ible  tp  that  divine  wisdom,  vAAch  appears 
(upon  a  full  and  fair  consideration)  in  the 
disposition  and  regulation  pf  the  gospel  oeco^ 
nomy, 

But  though  our  Saviour  has  not  so  fax  no- 
ticed his  great  and  formidable  enemy,  (in  that 
brief  account  we  have  in  the  gospel  history  of 
his  doctrine,)  as  to  give  us  his  genealogy,  of 
ipyen  to  mention  his  name,  yet  he  ha§  dro^. 
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pe4  mmj  Mnts  and  allusions  to  the  prioGipal 
features  of  the  antichristian  apostacy,  wbicbf 
like  his  dark  parables  to  the  jews,  may  be  bet^ 
ter  understoqd  by  us  now^  than  they  could  be 
by  tbem^  even  if  prudence  had  permitted  4 
fliUer  e:s;pl4nation  of  then)  Xq  be  n^ade  by 
himself,  Those  p^ables  were  proph^ti^,  and 
pdiild  not  be  ^^^r\j  expounded  except  by  the 
iprents,  which,  when  they  topk  place, .  were 
destructive  to  the  persons  tq  whooj  they  vr^n 
particularly  addressed*  And  hi^  ailusignsto 
antic^^tiani^  sire  many  of  them  in.  »  ^i^i^ 
|ar  predicament;  ^d  caa  %U  of  then^  be  b^t^t 
ter  apprehended  by^  a  com^armn  with  tbt 
^fOST4(:r  itself^  than  they  qould  batve  been 
by  any  c^pUnationa  given  by  our  blessed 
Lord,  so  long  before  it  appeared.  Hints  and 
allusions  to  existing  errorsi  and  cautions  against 
^milar  hypocrisy  and  wickedness,  was  4II  that 
PUr  blessed  Lord  could  consistently  deliver  on 
9Uch  a  subject;  and  these  are  both  frequent 
;M)d  stfikingly  obvious  in  his  teaching* 

JSt  Paul  himself  has  said  but  a  )ittle  of  Aur 
^{:britt^  b«t.  th^t  ^ttle^  when  compared  with 
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die  scriptures  of  the  prophets  to  which  it  zW 
lades,  contains  in  it  a  great  deal^  St  John, 
die  last  of  the  sacred  penmen,  has  opened  the 
evil  to  the  very  bottoQi,  in  his  last  work,  and 
in  term;  so  highly  mystical,  that  his  book  was 
ndt  generally  admitted  into  the  sacred  canon 
tidtil  the  fullest  canvass  of  its  audienticity  had 
established  its  claim;  after  the  lapse  of  consid^ 
tirabte  tim^.  However  if  tt)me  scruples  on 
diis'head  might  (from  the  circumstances  of 
the  time)  have  arisen  to  the  priihitive  chiis- 
tkns^  diere  can  be  none  to  us  now ;  for  the 
b66k  iias  abundandy  proved  its  own  truth 
and  divihe  authoritj^,  by  the  regular  fulfil-^ 
ment  6f  the 'prdphbdes  it  contains,  as  far  as 
die  time  has  yet  elapsed,  which  leaves  no 
doubt  remaining  as  to  that  whiph  *is  yet  to 
come.  •:         :      ^ 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  but  there  must 
have  been  ever  present  to  the  mind  of  our 
Lord  himself,  a  vivid  idea  of  the  great  apos^ 
tacy  which  was  to  disfigure  his  gospel,  and 
defeat,  in  a  very  gi:eaf  degree,  the  effwt  of  all 
tl^at  he  was  come  into  the  world  to  do^  and 
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to  suffer,  for  tihteeolightemiig  of  mankind  aiid 
the  salvadoQ  of  aouls.  The  gro^s  idojatry, 
which  in  the  catholic  communion  has  bem 
paid  to  tkfi  saints  and  martyrs ^  and  chi^ef  of 
all,  to  bis  mother^  the  blessed  Virgm  Mury^ 
must  have  been  foreknown  to  him,  to  whom 
all  things  were  known,  and  who  "  needed  not 
that  any  one  should  testify  to  Mm  what  (capa<-- 
bSitics  of  error)  ^ere  in  fnan?* 

It  is  upon  this  idea  that  some  have  account-* 
«d  for  that  seemir^  unkindness  and  neglect, 
with  which  in  one  or  two  instances,  recorded 
in  the  gospels,  (perhaps  by  a  peculiar  designa- 
tion of  the  holy  Spirit,)  he  seems  to  have  re* 
garded  the  blessed  yirgin.pr-As  if  it  had  been 
his  design  fnrophedcally  to  point  out  to  no- 
tice, in  a  striking  manner,  by  bis  personal  con^ 
duct^  as  well  as  bis  words ^  the  gross  and  wick- 
^  errors  which  have  been  since  built  upon  her 
supposed  favor  with  God^  and  alledged  superi- 
ority, by  maternal  right  to  Christ  her  soUj^  so 
k  .      . 

'^  John  ii.  25. 
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its  40  lay  her  commands  upon  her  Saviolfr.* 
There  are  in  popish  missak  many  idolatrous 
intercessions  to  the  Virgin  Mary  to  that  bias* 
phemous  effect }  and  her  worship  at  length; 
arose  to  such  an  height  of  estimation,  by  the 

*  In  a  book  written  by  a  capuchin  friar,  and  printed  in  ed- 
glish  (perwuiu  superiorum)  anno  16399  and  dedicated  to  th« 
hdy  Atidley»  intttled  ^  an  admirable  method  to  love^  sefve^  and 
honour  thb  blissed  Vieoin  Mary^  (p.  6%)  we  have  a  de^ 
licate  specimen  of  right  and  true  popish  DiviNfTY.— •*  There 
is  none  saved  vatthout  you^  O  blessed  Virgin  V* — says  this  idola- 
ter,— **  none  delivered  from  their  grievances  hut  3y  jroa, -*-none 
Imi  hy  your  mediation  receives  any  gift  from  God»*-*None  but 
at  your  tutt  obtains  forgiveness  of  their  sins; — and  at  page  57* 
he  says,  ^*  all  the  help  of  human  kind  consists  in  the  multitude 
of  favors  and  graces  of  the  slesssd  Matly  f ' — page  58,  "  all 
the  world  acknowledges  her  the  ohly  nsruos  of  the  miseraBk, 
and  the  aim  to  which  aH  dinstian  people  direct  their  vows  and 
ardentest  desires*  Knowing  for  certain  she  can  do  aB  she  wtU* 
For  which  reason  all  60rts  have  recourse  to  her^  as  their  chief 
TREASURE  IN  HEAVEN,  the  sourcc  whence  all  their  graces 
spring  ;*' —  page  60,  she  is  again  ♦*  unlimited  in  her  power  ;**— ^ 
and  page  61,  **omnipoiettt  in  her  advocation.*^  Yet  notwitb«» 
standing  all  these  strong  sayings,  the  inspired  psalmi&t  says  of 
another i  (Ps.  Ixxiii*  25*)  whom  have  1  in  heaven ^u/  thee?  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire,  in  comparison  vriti 
thee."-— And  many  christians  think  as  he  does,  although  this 
DIVINE  will  have  it  that  they  are  all  Marian  is  rs.  Thus  do 
they  **  blaspheme  them  that'' dwell  in  heaven  I**  (Rev.  xiii.  6.) 
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ki^pi^tiitiad  eUcMiragem^iit  of  p^s  iod  CMiA^ 
tSh^  and  <nc(kaikiias  ^f  the  aGcUtiastic^^  ktiA 
tk6  lying  vkkiM  itid  i^«ended  nhkacle^  df 
the  a<aaite^  thtt  IkMies  ia  her  service  were 
composed)  and  indulgences  granted  to  her 

See  Sect.  xxyI.  p.  ISl. — Th^  hymns  to  tti6  blessed  Virgin, 
and  the  "  Psalierium  ieaU  f^irgV-^m  which  all  the  Psalms  are 
^dxHSid  to  tier,  by  sin  idolater  who  ts  himself  a  canQnixed  fMfti, 
and  an  idol  fbr  other  idolaters  to  worship* 

TtlKlr  devotion  to  the  Virgin  knows  no  bounds. '  ttey  say 
ttn  Aft  MAHLiA^s'  to  one  Pater  Noster,  and  call  upon  h^ 
*Wty"titti«?i  6Rftcf  fkArf  tipon  Chfii«.*-^**  (J  Mary,  the  star  o^ 
A*  ^i/*— "ttehattftf  of  health/'— «*  the  leamedest  advocate 
of  the  gtiaty/*— .^  th6  o»/k  %^  ^/  f^^  d^ercde^'*—^*  the  sa- 
riOUR  bF  stHintfis  f '— .••  llidu  callest  thyself  tlie  hanc^maid 
cfJcsui  Christ,  btrtart  lUtikdj^  (or  mistifessi)  for  right  and 
reason  wiUeth  thai  the  m^btr  k  atave  the  son*  Therefore  pray 
him  humbly,  and  commanp  liun  fiwoi  a)K>^t  that  he  lead  us  to 
his  kingdoni  at  the  world's  eQd."-^AiltidoCar.  Animae  p,  lOh 
et  alibi. 

Their  idolatry  o^  the  dead  sakits  (of  whom  it  is  known  that 
many  thousandth  m  their  Mahi/zzimojuO^y  never  had  any  exi* 
istence,  except  in  tbe  bcaioft  of  die  ly^g  legend  wrjters^)  comes 
little  short  of  this.  In  their  prayer  book  intitled  «•  Horse  se*  . 
fftttiA  Usflittt  Rbrta***  il  a  tidutlful  prsryef  to  St  Claud.— i<*  0 1 
difdia&rvMf  tsfif. — O  f  coittforter  of  the  (desolate,  deliverer  of 
Gtpf&ifii^  ihi  fiinffeetlan  tflihe  iead^  the  idUdftoii  df  all  that  hopf 
iitiie,  hofy  Claud,  pray  tot  us."     This  gentleman  (or  lady)' 

*  Not  excepting  St.  Ursula  and  her  ten  tli9iivuid  vir^ijas,  o^ 
Ite  i&ree  kings  ot  Colen. 
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worshippers,  to  the  ecHpnisg  of  the  ^r^  of 
the  supreme  God  himself,  and  making  the 
mediation  and  redemption  achieved  by  Christ 
a  matter  of  mere  secondary  consideration. 

though  not  of  our  acquaintance*  is  doubtless  of  chief  rank 
ftmongst  the  Mahuzzim,  since  he  makes  quite  free  with  the  pe- 
culiar titles  and  offices  of  the  Soh  of  God.  Can  there  remain 
any  doubt  that  the  gods  of  these  becuhetu  are  devils?  seeing  they 
teceive  such  worship  as  this  ? — See  Sect.  vii.  p.  194». 

It  is  nototious  that  they  have  assigned  to  each  of  them  his 
peculiar  post  and  tutelage,  as  the  heathens  before  them  did^  to 
their  idolsi  In  war  they  called  upon  Mars»-— Escolapius  in  sick- 
nesst— Ludna  in  partuntion»<— Cloacina  in  ^Cf— So  in  po- 
pery, St  Agatha  is  good  for  sore  breastSi*— St  AppoUonia  cures 
the  tooth  ach, — St  Anthony  inflammations,  &c«  .  Every  spe- 
eies  of  cattle  has  also  its  own  patron  sainti  according  to  the 
rhyxrc— 

To  St  Syth  for  my  purse, 

St  Loy  save  my  horse. 
For  my  teeth  to  St  AppoUine, 

St  Job  for  the  pox, 

St  Luke  save  mine  ox. 
And  St  Anthony  keep  my  swine. 

Blasphemy  is  justly  chargeable  upon  popery,  for  the  impious 
titles  given  to  the  pope,  but  they  have  deserved  it  equally  on 
[  the  score  of  the  saints,  and  even  some  not  accounted  such.-^ 
Thus  WisELLUS  of  Groxincen,  a  learned  man  of  his  time> 
was  decorated  with  our  Saviour's  title  of  Lux  Mundi,^-^**  The 
tght  of  the  *worW*    Andone  in  our  own  time  has  made.bold 
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MucH;a8  our  l^less^d  Loid  Imosthave  loved 
his  mother  .for  her  piety  and  fiuthi  yethe  of- 
ten gave  the- most  sigmiicant  intimaiions,  that 
his  favor  in  the  day  of  judgiaerit  would  be 
dispensed  by  other  rules  than  the  claims  of 
kindred,  or  expectations  of  personal  firiend*- 
ship  on  earth,*  *  Wh6n  he  Was  yet  but  twelve 
years  old,  we  read  that  he  accompanied  hig 

with  another  of  his  attributes,  being  called—"  the  princb  Orf 
FEACE  ;" — ^but  he  is  not  likely  to  have  much  peace  in  the  en* 
j^yfiient  of  the  dangerous  title. 

In  a  book,  written  by  Antonius,  archbishop  of  .Flore|ice,  in*' 
titled  «  Historical  Sums,"  part  3,  tit.  xxiii,  lib,  l,s.  iii.  there; 
is  a  long  and  Elasphemous  comparison  drawn  between  St  Dq^i« 
Kxc  (the  barbarous  and  bldody  inquisitor,  who  butchered  many 
thousands  of  th^  innocent  AirSiGfiMSRs,  and  waajcaoonissedby 
?opE  Qregory  IX.  in  1223,)  and  our  blessed  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  ivttb  a  preference  given  to  the  popish  saint.  This  arch* 
bishop  was  himself  canonized.  *  '  / 

That  iti&tnouB book  of  **  The-  coNFoanftTiss  off  St  Feam* 
en  jf^xh  Cl)rist>  ^ntaiaa  kgeuds  of  him  full  dP  the  most  dreadf. 
ful  blasphemies.-^*  This  man,"  says  the  author,  «*  is  the  en* 
ample  of  all  perfection^  whom  the  church  militant  hath  merited 
to  be  an  advocate  with  GoD,"-*That  *«  all  are  saved  that 
die  in  \m  ovdeTi  aad  uAdeKi  his  rtde.''  The  putting  6n  the  h  A* 
?1T  by  hip  ^rt^sssjbe^^^'^vethf^.rsnMinoni^sins,  M  fiwth 
?s  well  from  .the  punishment  as  frqm  the  sin.  Christ  hath  /«^ 
eJi  Francis  hath  obtained,  &cV*   ' 

♦  Matt.  XX,  22,  •  ^- 
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f)srefiits  to  cms  pf  die  solemaititt  of  th«ar  nelk 
^Ido,'  at  Jerufiakm.  Ual:iiii^eds,  at  siicb  t 
lime  t»£  life,  to  a  most  afSectbqate  rootW| 
was  Jess  to  have  heen  e^pecte^t  andoeittmlf 
less  excusable,  had  there  been  (f  real  unkipdt 
^ejs  intended^  and  not  rather  a  lessor  of  io* 
stfuction,  and  a  design  that  the  drpumstanc^^ 
ahould  be  .ris$:prde4,  ^nd  be  hf reafti^  aeen  m 
quite  another  point  of  view. 

Jesus  staid  behind  ia  the  templet  9&M?  bia 

•parents  and  their  numerous  friends  had  de- 

parted,      Here  he  entered  into  disputations 

with  the  grie^P  |ppin»ric8  of  ?bc  jewisb  TclU 

/gion  at  that  time,  both  hearkiig  their  oflmssBM^ 

and  (in  the  manner  of  Socrates)  a^dn^g  them 

questionsj^  of  such  a  nature,  as  piu^t  ppc?$§3)i-f 

]y  le^dihemtp  be^Qme  tntfru^or^of  them-' 

•selves,  Vi^ithout  jealousy  or  snsjHcion  of  thrfj 

teacher.     Thus  he  would  iptrodtlpe  thenv  to 

pew  ideas,  and  lead  th^ai  iI|^per^cepubly  tp  4 

more  cprtec^  9ppreh6n8l0it  ibna  th^  seribes 

had  befetre  of  the  office  of  the  Messlas  whom 

they  expected,  and  of  the  tfM^  meaning  of  tb? 

IffCi^hecies  on  that  subject     Fqr  in  trmH  x9SH 
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9f  of  tli^  profihecieB  were  SQch  as  40uld  nevnr 
}iar$  been  vQdcmopdt  but  for  tb«  accompli^)* 
meat  actuallf  giFCo  to  tfa«m  hj  the  mysteri^ 
OU6  perspa  and  cb^rsct^r  of  Jesu»  Cbrist,«-«^ 
They  seemed  ^  cUsh  vfiih  one  atQQCbfft  to 
involve  cQatr^rietifiB,  ^nd  to  pronouac?  imp 
possibilities,  Tbe  jews  bav^  tberefpn;  beea 
driven  tp  the  bard  nepesskf  of  inrentiog  tbi 
suppositiim  ^f  two  Mazdas  J  of  cootmy  cha* 
meters,  and  opposite  fortune  id  tbe  world  % 
though  all  the  prophecies  agree  in  speaking 
^  yimx%h  %*  one  person^  aqd  bow  well  they 
ai^en  in  »11  other  rcqpeeti,  by  their  acconv> 
plUhmeot  i^ Jesus  Cirrifti  i|liRo«t  the  megnest 
yhyftfiaq  e^in  point  out. 

Oqr  bies^d  Saviour  was  especi^ly  r^mario 
nble  fqr  that  presence  of  mind,  shall  I  ojl  it  { 
or  rather  that  wisdoc^  superior  to  every  thic^ 
Jutman,  with  which  he  seiaed  every  subjeet  of 
.  conversation  that  arpse^  and  turned  it  to  the  ad^s 
iraotage  and  edifieatioa  of  bis  hearers.  This 
-was  therefore  an  opportunity  not  to  be  neg- 
Jected.  It  might  be  a  happy  means  of  sof<- 
^«om%  dowfi  soQie  pf  the  strongest  prejudices 
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of  such  persons  as  were  at  all  of  a  pandid  and 
teachable  disposition,  ordained  (or  diq>osedV 
unto  eternal  life,  as  the  gospel  q)eaks.  And 
thus  it  might  greatly  facilitate  both  the  ac> 
ceptance  of  Jobtts  future  preaching  of  the 
approaching  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  Chrhfs 
own  personal  ministry  in  opening  it,  by  the 
delivery  of  a  system  of  doctrine  too  pure  and 
disinterested  to  be  at  all  acceptable  to  that  ex, 
ceedingly  corrupt  age, 

.  Here  was  cause  enough,  had  there  been  no 
other,  why  "Jesus  tarried  behind  in  Jerusa, 
lem,"  without  giving  notice  to  his  parents  of 
his  intention,  and  even  suffered  them  to  make 
one  whole  day's  progress  on  their  journey 
homewards,  and  to  feel  the  inexpressibly 
pangs  of  parental  terror  and  anxiety  for  the 
imagined  loss  of  such  a  son.  Neither  did 
he  at  all  attempt  to  soften  their  resentment 
when,  in  so  unlikely  a  situation  for  a  chUd, 
they  sought  and  found  him.  But  in  answer 
to  their  well  founded  complaints  of  his  disre- 
gard  to  then:  sorrow  on  his  account  .arid  the 
pains  they  had  bestowed  in  scathing  for  Bim, 
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he  rcpliedr-^**  How  is  it  that  ye  sought  ntef^"^ 
—it  was  with  very  fittle.  ptopriety  stirdy,  in 
persons  who,  by  this  tiraei  might  have  beoji 
eKpected  to  have  seen  and  understood  some- 
thing better  of  me : — "  wist  ye  not  that- 1  must 
be  about  my  Fathers  business ?" 

If  I  am  mistaken  in  imagining  that  there 
was  such  a  design  in  this  reproof,  (for  a  re- 
proof it  was,  though  a  mild  one,)  given  by 
the  child  Jesus  to  his  mother ;  that  it  might 
abate  something  of  the  superstitious  reverence 
that  would  one  day  be  paid  her  injuriously 
to  her  memory,  and  to  the  honor  of  God  j 
there  is  one  thing  in  which  no  mistake  will 
be  charged  upon  me.  That  the  conduct  and 
language  of  our  divine  Lord  is  not  in  all  res^ 
pects  to  be  closely  copied  by  us.  h  similar  re- 
turn to  parental  fondness  and  anxiety,  in 
ordinary  cases,  would  be.  deserving  of  severe 
reprehension  in  a  child.  Jesus,  was  well  em- 
ployed in  this  interval  of  his  unpermitted  ab^- 
sence^  and  even  at  that  early  age  was  possessed 
of  a  wisdom  capable  of  confounding  and  in- 
structing the  ^earned  and  the  aged,  according 
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to  the  fwahmst,*— ^  IJbave  tncrd  mdiriraHdkt^ 
than  all  my  teackiri ;  for  th^  fead<:Dcm)e8  are 
sny  meditation*  /  understand  iMti  than  the 
MCienis ;  because  I  keep  thy  precepte/*— H« 
was  consequently  a  competent  judge  of  aft 
propriety  in  what  concerned  himsd£ 

Another  instance  which  has  been  twnai!ted, 
as  li  a  designed  reproof  ^2A  conveyed^  in  ottt 
tfanslation  of  the  passage  does  more,  and  itti^ 
plies  a  direct  rudeness,  x/rhich  is  perhaps  not 
the  real  meaning  of  the  original.  There  was 
a  marriage  at  Cana  of  Gallilee,  and  Jesus  and 
his  disciples  with  the  holy  virgin  were  invited 
amongst  the  guests,  as  friends^  of  as  S^otnfe 
think  as  relatives  of  the  entertainers.  And 
thus  they  account  for  Mary's  anxious  desire  td 
save  appearances,  and  conceal  tlie  defect  in 
the  entertainment,  when  the  wine  began  fO 
run  short.  She  privately  suggested  to  Jesus 
that  embarrassing  circumstance,  praying  him 
no  doubt,  (but  on  an  occasion  not  very  suit*- 
able)  to  exert  that  fulness  of  power  which  was 

♦  Pwdm  tm.  99, 10«* 
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to  belong  tQ.thc  Messiah's  oflBce  in  working 
of  miracles ;  and  which  Jesus  might  perhaps^ 
in  private  exposition  of  the  prophecies,  have 
taught  his  pious  friends  one  day  to  .expect 
from  him.  ' 

The  request,  in  point  of  .tenderness  for  the 
reputation  of  the  parties  concerned,  was  high- 
ly excusable;  and  it  was  so  far  even  com-^ 
mendable,  as.it  implied  a. Strang  faith  in  Je* 
J///,. that  he  was  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  to 

'  whom  all  things  is)ere  possible.    But  what  was 
the  answer  given  ?■— -"^  Woman^ .  what  have  I 

.  to  do  with  /A^^/^"~-whiGh  seems  to  imply  a 
censure  conveyed  with  peevishness  as  well  as 
rudeness.  But  I  conceive  this  not  to  be  the 
best  rendering  of  the  words  r/  Ifjuoi  hoci  (for 
yxivou ;  qiiid  mihi  et  tibi  (rei  est)  niulier  ? 
The  word  yuvij  seems  to  have  been  a  familiar 
term  of  address  to  the  female  sex,  as  madam 
is  in  the  higher  classes,  and  mistress  in  the 
lower^  at  this  day.  For  our  Lord  used  the  * 
.same  word  again  to  his  mother,  upon  an  oc- 
casion where  no  resentment  or  reproof  could 
have  any  place,  even  in  the  most  trying  mo-^ 
VOL.  II.  MM 
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ments  of  his  passion,  as  he  hung  upon  the 
cross  in  the  agonies  of  crucifixion. — ^  Wo- 
man, behold  thy  Son."*— Thus  commending 
his  beloved  mother  (perhaps  after  the  death  of 
Joseph,)  with  his  last  breath,  to  the  care  of  his 
affectionate  friend  and  disciple,  St  John.  The 
sense  of  the  passage  seems  to  be  only  this : — 
"  Madam  what  concern  is  it  of  yours  and 
mine^  that  these  people  have  no  more  wine  ? 
Besides,  the  season  for  my  exerting  such  a 
power  of  miracles  as  you  allude  to,  is  not  yet 
come."t  Even  thus  softened,  and  that  (as  I 
have  shewn  in  the  note)  contrary  to  the  sense 
of  our  own  translators,  and  other  good  judges, 
it  still  conveyed  a  reproofs  and  seemed  also  to 

♦  John  xk.  26. 

\  The  sarae  phrase  occurs  ib  Luke  viii.  28»  and  Matt.  vixL 
29, — ri  ifuv  xMt  crot  5  quid  nobis  fret  est  J  tecum  ? — Where  it 
evidently  must  bear  the  same  sense  as  our  translators  hare 
given—"  ^hai  have  nve  to  do  mih  thee  V'  And  Beaa  justly 
censures  the  translation  of  the  vulgat,  qmd  nobu  et  tibi,  as  mcot" 
rect  and  barharous;  which  in  that  place  it  is;  but  the  same 
phrase  may  be  differently  rendered  in  different  places. 

Many  oiF  the  fathers  seem  to  have  understood  it  with  Beza 
and  our  translators,  as  a  sharp  censure  of  the  ill  tinaed  inipni^ 
4ence  of  his  mother,  in  attempting  to  force  him  before  the  pul>- 
lic  prematurely,  and  upon  an  occasion  less  worthy  of  a  miracle 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


265 

intimate  a  dttermmd  refusal.  His  mothar, 
either  not  understanding  it  so,  or  trusting  to 
the  goodness  of  his  temper,  ventured  to  give 
orders  to  the  servants  according  to  her  own 
expectation  and  hopes,  and  the  miracle  wjjt 
granted  to  her  request. 

There  occurs  another  instance  (of  sltgbt  I 
will  not  venture  to  say,  but  rather)  of  that 
invariable  preference  given  by  J[esus  to  fattk 
arid  virtue^  before  even  the  strongest  ties  of 
consanguinity^  so  falsely  estimated  by  the 
world,  and  of  which,  in  future  ages,  so  cor- 
rupt an  abuse  would  be  set  up.  As  he  was 
once  engaged  in  teaching,  his  mother  and 
his  brethren  unable  to  come  near  him  for  the 
croud,  sent  to  desire  to  speak  with  him.  Je* 
sus  immediately  took  that  occasion  to  give  a 
most  significant  innuendo,  if  the  thick  veil  of 
strong  delusion  and  superstition  on  the  heart 

than  those  he  himself  always  chose,  Athanasiost  lo  his  fourth 
sermon  against  the  Arians^  understands  this  expression  aamJf. 
eating  great  resentment  against  his  mother  ;  and  Augustin,  lib.  2, 
de  Symb.  cap.  vi.  the  same.  Chrysostom,  horn.  xx«  and  Iivi 
«3?us»  lib.  3|  cap.  xyiii.  Uth  it  for  a  sharp  reproof. 

M  M  2 
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of  papists  had  not  rendered  U  ineffectual.-^* 
^^JVboj  said  be^  is  my  mother ^  and  who  are 
my  brethren  ?  Whosoever  shall  do  the  %vill 
of  God^  the  same  is  my  brother^  and  sister^  and 
fhotber i^"^ — as  much  as  to  say,  " every  fsuth*' 
ful  and  sincere  christian  vvill  rank  as  high  ill 
xny  distribution  6^  future  blessedness  and  re- 
gard, as  if  they  had  been  possessed  of  that 
cisum  to  which  you  falsely  attach  so  great  im* 
portance,  but  which,  in  reality,  will  avail  no- 
thing to  any  person  in  whom  the  essentia]^ 
requisites  shall  be  found  wanting. 

There  is  one  of  our  Saviour's  precepts 
which  seems  to  Have  in  it,  a  striking  allusion 
to  abuses  and  superstitions  that  were  after" 
wards  to  arise  in  the  churchy  and,  indeed,' 
without  understanding  it  in  such  a  sense,  it 
will  be  somewhat  difficult  to  give  a  good  ac- 
count of  it.  In  Matt,  xxiil.  9,  he  says,  ^*  call 
no  man  your  father  on  earthy  for  one  is  your 
Father  which  is  in.  heaven."  It  could  not 
'liave  been  his  design  to  bring  parental  au^ 

f  Mark  iii,  S{, 
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tborlty  into  discredit,  of  which  not  only  he' 
himself  was  observant  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner,  but  also  strongly  enjoined  obedience 
to  it  as  a  duty  of  primary  importance,  next  to 
our  duty  to  God.*     After  the  glory  he  had 
acquired  at  so  early  an  age,  amongst  the  doc- 
tors of  the  law  in  the  temple,  he  went  down 
to  Nazareth  with  his  parents,  and  as  became 
a  dutiful  child,  sunk  his  own  sublime  qualifi- 
cations and  unrivalled  wisdom,  in  a  constant 
subjection  to  their  commands.      Where  he 
says — "  if  any  man  loveth  father  or  mother 
more  than  me^^ — or,  as  it  is  still  more  strong- 
ly worded  in  another  place, — *^  hate  not  his 
father  and  mother ^  ^r.f  he  cannot  be  my  dis-- 
eipUr     The  meaning  is  obvious.     He  who' 
v^alues  even  his  own  life  preferably  to  his 
duty  to  Christ,  when  once  they  come  into 
absolute   competition,   so   that   he   must  re- 
nounce either  the  one  or  the  other,  is  un- 
worthy of  him. 

It  may,  be  said,  the  v^ot^  father ^  as  used  in 
that  place,  has  no  reference  to  parental  author^ 

t  Matt.  XV,  4n;  xxii,  S8«  f  Luke xiv.  2^ 
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//y,  but  rather  to  the  abuse  of  honorary  tltki^ 
z!^  father  was  a  title  of  respect  towards  superi- 
ors, anciently  in  use.  (2  Kings  ii.  12,  and  xiii* 
14.)  Yet  if  this  be  admitted,  there  still  seems 
^  sitigularity  in  our  Saviour's  notice  of  it  here, 
as  titles  of  honorary  distinction  had  immedi-i 
ately  before  incurred  his  censure.  There  was 
nothing  of  superstition  at  that  time  in  the  use 
of  the  word  father,  or  rabbi,  as  honorary 
titles ;  for  Jesus  himself  often  accepted  them, 
without  any  remark  of  their  impropriety.  But 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  superstition  and 
idolatry  both  in  the  application  of  the  word^- 
ther  since  that  time,  and  to  this  abuse  (by  way 
of  anticipation)  his  censure  in  this  place  may 
very  probably  allude ;  as  his  other  frequent 
and  severe  censures  of  pharisaical  abuses,  be* 
yond  all  doubt,  must  have  done.  For  the 
very  same  corruptions  xboth  in  doctrine  and 
practice  have  prevailed  in  the  church  of 
Rome,  which  our  Saviour  so  sharply  ex* 
posed  in  the  ancient  pharisees. 

The  word  papa^  or  pope^  signifies  father^ 
and  is  applied  to  the  pretended  head  of  the 
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church,  in  token  of  bis  supremacy  over  all;^ 
which  is  the  very  thing  that  our  Lord  means, 
in  the  censure  he  passes  upon  the  usurpation 
of  such  a  titl6,  "  Be  not  ye  called  Rabbi-^ 
for  one  is  your  master^  even,  Christ,  and  all 
ye  are  brethren  :*'  ye  are  all  equal,  there  is  no 
supremacy  but  that  of  Christ.  And  for  the 
same  reason — "  call  no  man  your  father  oa 
earth," — much  less  holy  father, — "  for 
one  is  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  ;*'— 
and  to  apply  that  title,  in  a  religious  sense,  to 
a  man,  is  a  usurpation  of  the  divine  preroga- 
tive, and  will  lead  the  weak  and  superstitious 
to  idolatry.  Neither  be  ye  called  masters^  for 
one  is  your  master,  even  Christ.— Beware, 
therefore,  of  them  that  will  "  lord  it  over 
God^s  heritage^  with  spiritual  wickedness  in 
high  places^^ — for  such  impious  pride  must 
have  a  fall ;  and  whosoever  so  "  exalteth  him^ 

♦  Pope  Boniface  VIII*  amongst  other  extravagancies, 
made  the  following  decree  :^"  We  do  affirm,  declare,  deter- 
mine, and  pronounce,  that  under  pain  of  salvation  e*uery  crca* 
ture  must  hs  subject  to  the  pope  of  72om£.''-— He  had  his  authority 
from  Rev.xiii,  15,  &c. 
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ulf  shall  be  abased,  and  he  that  huinhletb 
himself  shall  be  exalted.* 

"  Call  no  man  father  upon  earth ^^  there-^ 
fore,  means  beware  of  any  superstitious  abuse 

*  The  reasons  our  Saviour  adds  for  his  forbidding  the  ap- 
plication of  the  titles  of  rabbi  or  doctor,  father,  MASTERy 
4^c.  manifestly  shew  that  the  abiue^  and  not. the  mere  use^.of 
them  is  meant.  And  the  idolatrous  superstitions  and  blasphe- 
mies of  the  church  of  Rome,  in  ascribing  to  the  image  of  the 
least  not  only  the  title  oi  father  in  the  very  sense  in  which  it  i» 
prosciibed,  but  with  the  blasphemous  addition  of  the  divine  at- 
tributes of  Christ— ^w^r^w^j^  (Ephea.  i.  22;  iv.  15,)— i6o^- 
ness  (Matt.  xix.  17;  Heb.  xii.  10;  Rev.  iii.  7,)^infaMility 
(Rom.  xvi.  27,;  1  Tim,  i.  17*) —forgiveness  of  sins  (Acts  ▼. 
31 ;  Ephes.  K  7,) ^omnipotence  (Rev.  xix.  6;  i;8,)  is  a  strong 
argument  that  Jesus  must  have  had  these  corruptions  in  his 
prospect,  when  he  gave  such  particular  cautions  against  them. 
—See  Sect.  ix.  p.  250.  The  gross  idolatry  paid  to  the  pope 
at  his  consecration. 

Whitby,  in  favor  of  a  crotchet  of  his  own,  argues  that  the 
church  of  St  Peter  at  Rome  cannot  be  called  *Uhe  temple  (f 
Gody^  in  which  the  man  of  sin  sits,  shewing  himself  as  God, 
after  it  has  thus  been  desecrated  and  made  the  temple  of  an  idol. 
But  this  is  frivolous.  St  Paul's  prophecy  means  to  point  out 
a  real  blasphemy  and  idolatry  committed  by  such  an  abuse  of 
thmgs  which  the  actors  of  it  themselves  look  upon  as  sacred. 
The  christian  church  is  the  temple  of  God.  The  catholics 
deem  St  Peter's  a  christian  church,  and  yet  profane  it  with 
this  idolatry  of  the  ^opr\ 
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of  nanies^  as  well  as  things.  Expect  not  fi'onl 
man  what  God  only  can  bestow.  Look  up 
to  your  Father  in  heaven  for  absolution  of  sin, 
^nA  gra(^t^  protectiomxiA  blessings  and  every 
good  gift.  If  man  shall  take  upon  him  art 
authority  to  dispense  these  things  at  his  dwn 
pleasure,  it  is  an  impious  uaurpatkHi  of  thd 
ttgalia  of  Christ's  kingdom,  aod  the  indul-« 
OENCES  he  may  pretend  to  grant  ar€  a  re^ 
fuge  of  lies  J  to  which  it  will  be  both  unavail- 
ing and  wicked  to  have  recourse.  For  it  im- 
plies the  ^^  forsaking  the  fountain  of  true  and 
living  watery  to  drink  at  polluted  streams, 
and  broken  cisterns  wJkich  can  bold  no  water^^ 


i: 
^  VOX,.  II.  N  N 
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Our  Savkmr^i  notice  of  phylacteries  allusive  to  ftt^ 
'   ture  abuses  of  greater  importance.'^Fahe  ideas 

.  of  relative  holiness^  applied  by  the  Jews  to  the 
temple  of  God^  by  Papists  to  idol  temples y  the 
shrines  of  the  Saints ^  their  reliques  and  images. 
'^Otir  hordes  picture  of  pharisaical  religion  the 
true  type  of  Popery. — Tradition  abused  more  by 
Papists  than  by  the  Scribes. -^The  taking  away 

*the  sacramental  ciip. — Many  of  Christ s  parables 
allude  to  popery; — particularly  the  evil  eye-^and 
the  evil  servants 

Our  blessed  Saviour^s  censure  of  the  scribes 
and  pharisees,  for  their  pompous  display  of 
their  phylacteries,  and  their  superstitious 
confidence  in  them  as  amulets  or  charms^  to 

keep  the  wearer  from  sin,  as  well  as  mis- 
chance and  danger,  seejns  to  have  a  farther 
object.  At  least  there  is  a  far  greater  room 
for  reproof  of  superstitition  in  such   things. 
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amoi^  the  catholics,  thaa  theroever  was^ 
amongst  the  pharisees.     The  use  of  phylac-^ 
teries  took  its   rise  from   the  command  of 
<yod.  (Numb.  xv.  38  j  Deut.  xxii.  12).    And 
the  reason  there  assigned  for  the  uae  of  texts 
of.  scripture  in  such  a  manner,  by.  a  ^ude^andi 
illiterate  people,  was  to  keep  thfiftL  m  perpet^' 
ual  mind  of  the  greatness,  goodness,  and 
truth  of  the  God  of  gods,  from  whoee^  fi»i& 
they  were  too  apt  to  apostatize.     But  in  b\xt> 
Saviour's  time,  though  the  jews  were,  cured 
of  idolatry,  they  were  not  so  of  superstition : 
and  the  phylactery  then  in  use*  was  a  super- 
fluous and  superstitious  invention,  aJde^i  id 
(he  original  precept^  in  the  same  spirit  of  hy-- 
pocrisy,  and  ostentation  of  superior  sanctity, 
which  pervaded  the  whole  system  of  the  pha- 
risaical  theology.     They  were  worn  upon  the 
forehead  and  upon  the  left  brnd^  and  the  very 
name,  (which  signifies  a  preservative^)  as  well 
as  the  same  custom  being  in  use  amongst  the 

♦  These  were  littk  rolls  of  parchment,  wherein  were  writteii 
certain  words  of  the  law;  they  were  contrived  in  the  true  tfhrkioj 
tuperstuion^  both  with  respect  to  their  form,  and  manner  oftyt^n 
fhhn  on%    See  Calmet's  Die* 

N  N  2 
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lieatfaens  as  an  antultt  against  evilj  shews  diat 
thore  was  more  of  ^  imUBti?e  aupersdtiBo  tfaam 
idig^oQ  ia  itt 
•• 

The  comQidedce  betweea  the  pKyiactay  of 
tiie  jcwsy  and  the  cross  worn  by  the  papists 
with  the  very  same  superstitious  idea  dprem 
strvathn^  and  too  freqwndy  with  an  '^(^ 
trous  rtverence,  seems  to  infisr  a  prophttic 
design  in  our.  Sa^iour^s  censure.  Tbt  trqss 
is  suspmded  round  the  neck^  and  at  the 
breast,  and  tbejign  oftbt  cross  is  made  t^on 
the  forebea4  and  the  right  bcmd^  (exacdy 
where  St  John  said  the  marij  of  the 
BEAST  should  be  made,)  many  times  a  day, 
and  on  every  sudden  emergency ;— but  with 
what  other  possible  view  can  it  be,  dian  as  a 
magical  cbarm^  or  a  pbylactcryt  Had  such  4 
continual  crossing  of  tbcmselyes  been  an  ordU 
pance  of  Christ,  yet  still  the  putting  that  con^ 
fidence  in  the  outward  sign  itself,  which  is 
due  only  to  him  who  gives  it  all  the  eflScacy 
that  it  c^n  have,  is  the  way  to  turn  a  real  sa-- 
crament  into  superstition  and  idolatry,  as  is 
actually  the  case  in  ihe  pretended  sacrijice  of 
t|^e  mass. 
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r  Tfas  censure  our  Savbur  passed  upon  the 
$dse  ideas  the  jews  enibeitamed  of  the  irektiv« 
bo&ness  tifthe  temple^  and  the  aitar  tbenin  f^t^ 
9nd  their  groundless  distitictions,  and  ridtcu^r 
]dus  modes  of  absdatioa  frrasi  oaUis,  may  be 
ironsidered  also  in  the  same  light.  For  who 
doss  not  see  the  much  more  {xro&oe  superstl<» 
tion  and  ^surd  dffitincttons  of  the  papistB^ 
(set  up  upon  the  same  footing  of  tradition,) 
by  prophetic  anticipation  hereby  equally  held 
up  to  contempt  I  Their  hdy  shrines  of  the> 
saints,  b(dy  images^  boty  reiiques^  and  all  the 
holy  trumpery  of  their  "  refuge  of  lies^  and 
whole  mystery  of  iniquity,  which  obt^n  the 
greatest  share  of  that  divine  worship  and 
adoration  that  is  only  due  to  God  himself,* 

♦  In  regard  to  the  worship  of  rdiquet  the  Council  of 
Trent  decrees  thus. — **That  the  faithful  be  instructed,— 
that  the  holy  Ww  of  holy  martyrs  ficc. — shoulo  be  wo»- 
jHiPPED  BV  THE  FAITHFUL  ;  whereby  God  afifords  many  be- 
pefits  unto  men :  so  that  they  which  say  worship  and  honor  it 
notdtutothe  reliques  of  saints ;  or  that  those  and  other  monu* 
MENT3  are  honoured  bv  the  faithful  in  vain  ;  and  that  the 
monuments  of  the  saints,  for  the  obtaining  of  their  help,  are  in 
vain  frequented  ;  are  altogether  to  be  condemned,  as  the  church 
hath  long  ago^  and  now  condemns  them  alsoP  Ses&i  25-  Decrct» 
^  Invocat.  venerat.  &c.  R(diq.  SS.  &c. 
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.  To  80  monstrous  a  pitch  of  extravagance 
was  the  idolatry  of  images  carried,  that  the 
image  of  the  same  idol  was  esteemed  of  great- 
er power,  and  attracted  more  pilgrims,  and 
wrought  more  miracles^  and  drew  a  greater 

V 

Here  according  to  the  present  estahiuhed  constitution  of  the  church 
rfRomtf  iLELiQt7E9  ARE  TO  BE  WORSHIPPED,  and  confidence 
18  to  be  placed  in  them  as  £vinitiis  capabk  of  granting  succour 
to  the  miserable  supplicant.  But  as  this. had  now  somewhat 
more  tender  ground  than  formerly*  to  stand  upon,  Bellarmin? 
(who  pleads  stoutly  for  religious  worship  of  the  saints  ^  their  reliques 
cmdimageSf)  assigns  notwithstanding  hv  these  a  lower  degree 
thereof,  than  for  their  owner  whose  images  and  reliques  t^ey  are. 
But  after  all  (says  he)  it  is  reducible  to  the  same  kind  (f  worship* 

ITieir  distinctions  between  Dulia  and  Latria,  the  differ* 
ent  kinds  of  worship,  which  as  above  confest  comes  all  to  the 
same  thing  at  last,  an  to  the  full  as  frivolous  and  false  as  thos^ 
our  Saviour  censured  in  the  jews. — Man  of  Sin,  b.  ii«  p*  140« 
•*»See  Chemnitius  Examen.  ConciL  Trident*  part  iv. 

In  order  to  make  yrzyfor  the  worship  of  these  vanities^  tbey 
have  far  exceeded  the  boldness  of  the  jews,  who  mctde  void  the 
law  of  God  through  their  traditions,  for  these  have  cancelled  it 
altogether,  wholly  leaving  out  the  second  commandment,  as 
words  superfluous,  or  at  least  unfit  and  unnecessary  for  these  timeSf 
says  Sir  Edwin  Sandys*  For  the  benefit  of  English  catholics 
It  is  so  omitted  in  the  "Hor^  beat.  Virg.  fol,  185.'*  and  in 
the  "Primmer  or,  office  of  the  blessed  VirGin,**  latin 
and  english,  printed  at  Antwerp  1599*  The  number  often  is 
fraud 'ilently  still  kept  up  by  dividing  the  tenth  into  two, 

ManofSin^p.  145. 
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revenue  df  votive  ofierings  in  one  place  than 
in  another  j  for  as  there  were  several  Jupiterj 
&c  amongst  the  pagans^  so  there  are  «till  a 
'greater  number  of  " Our  Ladiesy^  v\rhich  are 
held  in  different  degrees  of  estimation  of  ho* 
liness,  but  all  of  them  more  sought  to  thaxl 
Qpd  and  Christ. 

The  encomium  which  our  Saviour  delivers 
upon  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  the  phari-? 
sees  at  large,*  if  it  be  compared  with  the  sir 
milar  doctrines  and  practices  which  prevail  in 
the  church  of  Rome,  will  speak  for  itself^ 
whether  at  the  time  he  must  not  be  supposed 
to  have  had  in  view  the  pharisees  of  the  an- 
tichristian  apostacy  ?  The  monks  and  religi- 
ous devotees  of  popery  are  there  drawn  w}tH 
such  strong  features  of  likeness,  asi  .if-  in  fact 
they  had  been  the  originals  of  the  picture, 
and  the  jewisn  pharisees  only  the  copy.  And 
they  have  taken  as  much  pains  to  throw  the 
Pharisaical  cloak  about  their  own  shoulders, 
as  if  they  had  aimed  at  nothing  less,  and  had 
been  envious  of  the  original  wearers. — 

*  Math,  xxiil.  Mark  xii.  28  5  Luke  xx.  4-5. 
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Like  theiDy  thcj  make  a  great  partdeof  tde 
outward  semblance  of  sanctity,  but  are  tndy 
tike  whited  sepulchres.  They  have  invented 
different  orders  of  religious,  and  imaginary 
badges  of  holiness  without  end.  They  bind 
heavy  burthens  for  other  men^s  shoulders,  and 
know  how  to  remit  and  take  them  off  again 
for  a  price ^  (which  as  far  as  we  know)  is  a 
great  improvement  upon  their  predecessors  in 
hypocrisy. — ^They  lord  it  over  God*s  heritage 
in  a  manner  more  imperious  than  the  phari- 
sees  did,  and  exalt  themselves  to  both  spirit- 
ual and  temporal  dignities,  by  every  artifice 
of  imposture. — One  remarkable  point  of  af- 
finity between  them  is,  that  they  also  "  shut 
up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  against  men^^  and 
neither  enter  themselves,  nor  suffer  any  (whom 
they  can  hinder)  to  enter  in ;  but,  content  to 
remain  in  the  darkness  of  lucrative  error  them- 
selves, they  compel  others  to  abide  with  them 
and  keep  them  in  countenance. — ^They  *'  de-- 
vour  widows^  bousesl^  and  swallow  up  in  the 
church  the  inheritances  of  the  dying,  "  and 
or  a  shew  make  long  prayersy^  and  that  for 
the  dead  as  well  as  the  living.     In  which  te^ 
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iix>m  iip&s  optratum  tbiejr  are  obUgbd  to  make 
a  quick  dispatdi/  and  make  us^  of  beads  lo 
:kwp  a  just  accouht.  By  this-  rdlgidus  trifl-. 
ing*  they  fttccwd  in  dccciritig  perhaps  their 
o^zi  comdenoes^  b}i£  certainly^  their  fiock. 
They  **  compass  sea  and  land  to  make  om  pro-- 
'Mytt^^  but  a6  it  is  a  coi$verskm  from  good  to 
,i«*(---(for  comparadirely  with  popery,  ^ny 
f^yst^w  (>f  religion  ^  good,)--^tliey  pjily  make 
thdir  ^qnveri  ^  bigo£,  and  pbt  hinti  in  a  wors» 
.cpib£ti9a. 

1^  false  and  fiiifolous  <iistiilcttoa3  id  th^ir 
fiasiwtr/,  and  thdir  pinances  and  abid^mh 
tod  the.  whd^  iyrtjdm  6f  auriiular  c^nfemgn^ 
ar^  eq^Uy  destitute  of  hw^judgmenty  mercy ^ 
zjo^faitb^  with  those  of  the  sctibes  and  pha-* 
fisees*  '  For  while  thej^  niafcs  a  pwdigiousi 
ado  atK>ut  a  bit  of  meat  on  a  fast  day,  thejr 
make  no.  difficulty  at  all  in  givii!ig  absolution 
and  sanetuary  to  crimio^ls,  and  demanding 
ictt  pardon  fpr  the  most  atrocious  assassin. 
Their  outward  cleariness  and  inward  extortion 
is  the  same  as  (wr  Lord  so  indignantly  paintj. 
His  strong  accusation  of  "  building  the  tomhs 

VOL.  II.  O  O 
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9/ the  prophets^  and  adorning  the  sepakblrts  of 
the  rigbtewil^  or  "  ruE  smnts^^^  ibcj  haw 
taken  to  themselves  In  the  most  notarions 
manner;  only  wkh  this  difference  (to  tfa^ 
own  disadvantage),  that  their  saints,  for  the 
greater  part,  are  false  ones,  that  either  never 
existed  dit  all^  or  were  every  thing  the  reverse 
of  true  saintsbipj  and  like  Thomas  a  Beckett 
were  martyrs  to  the   beast,  and  not  to 
Christ      There  is  also  a  further  dt^ence, 
that  they  pay  to  these  false  saints  an  idola- 
trous devotiony  which  the  scribes  and  phari<* 
sees  did -not  do,  in  the  honoi^they  paid  to 
the  true  saints* — Yet  they  have  stuck  true  to 
their  text,  and  trod  in  the  bloody  steps  d 
their  ''predecessors,  in  persecuting  and  mur- 
dering the  real  prophets  and  witnesses  of  Je- 
sus, while  they  idolize  the  mock  saints  of 
Antichrisf. — And  this  tibey  do  upon  the*  very 
same  principle  as  the  jews  did,  and  after-our 
Saviour  has  with  his  own  mouth,  in  plaiti- 
words,  and  not  in  a  figure,  pronounced  a 
cotidemnation  upon  it — ^^  Whosoever  IdHcth 
yop,  shall  think  that  be  dotth  God  strvice^*: 
in  having  destroyed  an  heretic. 
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:  To  conclude  the  comparison — ^The  mo-  ' 
dcni  ipharisees  have  also  now  nearly  filled  up 
tfee  measure  of  their  fathers,  by  persisting  in 
tbeir  errors,  and  justifying  their  deeds.     And 
they  hare  now  nothing  to"  look  ifor  but  a 
fiery  indignation^  and  a  reward,  in  a  jiist  mea- 
swe  of  r^s^ation,   of  their  own  enormous 
craeky  and  Moodshed.     Observe  only,  how 
the  very  language  of  the  meek  and  charitable 
Jesus  assumes  a  vehemence   and  bitterness 
unusual  to  him,  but  very  suitable  to  the  then 
present  objects  of  his  indignation,  and  still 
more  so  to  those  which  were  in  after  times 
to  become  such.     "  Te  serpents  l-^ye  genera^ 
tion  of  vipers  /— i&dw  shall  ye  escape  the  dam-- 
nation  ofhellT' 

In  many  of  his  conferences  with  th^  pha* 
riaees,  our  Lord  charges  them  with  wilful 
blindness,  and  rejecting  the  offered  light  from 
corrupt  motives  J  and  with  evil  designs;  and 
tjiteatens  them  that  it  shall  be  taken  away 
from^  them,  arid  that  they  shall  be  puAished 
with  a  judicial  blindness^  the  prelude  of  their 
ftiinv  St  Paul  has  distingmshed  his  apwtate 
003 
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cImstbQ)  by  the  saioe  tolutny  aHe^^g  tftat 

for  filthy  lucres  sahci     ^M^  ^miVMtiMR  «| 
their  wicke4oe«s  fiashiAg  ia  th^ir  lKfC%  ImI  . 
with  eoDScieiices  stared  ag^nst  ftciiiig;    And  • 
he  adda»  tha(t  they,  iatik^  ma^n«  »s  the  Jftwa^. 
ri^ould  he  giy^D  i^  in  judgqwat  md  .vr«ib  ^ 
to^  hH^d  prej^di^je  and  higobry  t0  th«ir  OMi| 
error^  ^d  thus  hecocqe  liteatselfcfr  the  ▼is^ ' 
thns  of  the  4ch)sio«  th^y  had  l^dctked  i^oq 
o^.ers^  aad  $bdixkl  iir/^rtv:  /^e^  $wn  &t^ 

The  Gorruplipns  in^ich  the  ^arib^  had  intrQmr 
duced  into  both  ^^ecuktive  and  poractical  rdi?i 
gion,  by  a  devotion  to  the  amtbority  dftradklms^ 
which  they  advanced  above  that  df  the  scrip- 
ture itself,  is  yet  nothing  to  compare  with  the 
iQonstrodB  iniquity  c^  the  pG|>ish  Qy^m^ 
drawn  from  the  same  ioiiirces  of  tuaditi* 
ON  ;^  so  justly  arid  sharply  condetnned  in  thciy 
|Vf^«SSiH)rt  ^bu/ie  pf.it.  |kxr  ia  the  rery  faoe 
of  our  Saviauf a  cqnfbtadon  of  tfartfo^bes^  iii 
their  ^^tnaklftg  void  the  law  of  God  through 
their  traditAonsl^  and  teaching  both  the  du- 
ty 4oiBr  to  oiir  felknr  csealnam  and  4he  feaf  cif 
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irx^  their  ifttwrnrftntable  KeetHibustifess  to .^^ 
tawh  higher  pkcb  ;  atid  hare  ^rtactcd  by  &  de*  -' 
ewe  0f  the  Council  o«  Tken^,  ^*tHat  ihe 
tmth  atid  dbciplind  of  the  eathdte  chutcTr,  ttt' 
cOfi»prehen(fed  ^t>/i&  ift  t]f£  sacred  book^  jjxt 
whieh  they  include  the  Apocrypha)  atid  la 
$ke  tradltiorts^  which  have  been  (pf6te»dedfy  J 
received  firam  the  mouth  of  Jesu^  Christ  him- 
self, ^r  of  his  apostles,  (htit'  ift  honest  <<*uth ' 
have  been  whotfy  of  papal  fcAricatlon^  and 
preserved  and  transmitted  to  us  by  an  unin- 
ternipted  chain  and,  succession."* 

•  The  awthpyity  <rf  then  t  r>rtir'9^ft'  (ftXl  iht  iliawniUrr  jf»^ 
brines  fowiided  t^^m  tlwnHi  b4$t  in  cowlradicti^  Ui  tfar  woidtol' 
God,)  ifl  thu»  well  described  bj  PfiT&vs  A  S^70«  **\k  ia»  isjpt 
he.  an  iaf^Uibi^  9od  csitbdics  mloi  tlwti  wbnaocwr  tUBgi.  tte^ 
choTck  o£  R^oie  belif vetV^  vdiiolii  tm  not  torhe  fiwad  aaictiiN^ 
^ure»  /i&ff  ^iumameifytrijfM^nJrm  tkf  cpntAh^^^rA  he  aMv^ 
thai  if  it  has  vntiquiiy  oaicB  ^^^  and  no  oataia  oiigni  cCitcmt 
ht  Xxzc^^rlAi^mtkUutdmiU  i«:t«  ftpottoUiBaX.  Ta  r9^ptop&|Mo4P 
0f  tbie^bf  Ae 4gf lrt;i» eiriri»»>  wrHiitmM«.i«iBclkMi<»i oaHiliif di 

They  foiN^  ibe>9AidMii^]ty:a»la8tIioii%o£  tiie  teriptttre 

ForQuttoitY  QK  V^Liatai^iiE  his  Dl^nt.  Theolog.  tM[i« 
9*  Ditp.  !•  declares^  that  *'b]^  the  church  we  mast  uadentsad 
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.  Our  Saviour's  parable  of  the  gwat  absurdly 
of  a  man  after  be  bath  lighted  a  candU^  imnie^  - 
dtately  covering  it  with  a  bushel^  that  no  one 
iQay  be  benefitted:  by  the  light  of  it^  6eeni^ 
eyidently  to  allude  to  something  beyond  the. 
merely  temporary  subject   of  his^  discourse- 
with  the  jews  at  that  time ;  and  there  never 
was  any  thing  commensurable  to  it,  except 
the  contemptuous  and  injurious  treatment  of 
the  word  of  God,  exactly  in  that  manner,  by 
the  pretended  master  (f  the  bouse j  thb  pope. 

her  beads  tbe  bislu^  of  Rome ;  in  whom  resideth  the  full  autho* 
rity  of  the  church,  when  he  pleaseth  to  determine  matters  of 
faithf  whether  he  do  it  with  a  council  or  without-"  Thomas 
Aqvikas  ms^taks  that^^'the  right  of  making  a  new  creed  ap- 
pBrtatBt  to  tk«  PorB  ;  yea  the  whole  authority  of  the  whole' 
ckorch  <e»ide»  in  him**?  -  T.  Aqum.  22-  9.  1  Art.  10.  To 
wUchdoctrineagree  Amdrai^ivs  in  his  defence  of  the  Covkc. 

tV-TtttHTf'SiQujivWVBf  AlTARVS^  PtLAOItTS)  AMD  BelLAR- 

v^vu  •The  lame  ^nui.ldng  ago,  chaBenged  by  dieir  canoh 
Lsu/y^wbich  inr  the  shtth  ejct^y;  ofPort  Jokh  XXIL  Tit* 
Bknoirtfifer,  in  the  O'loes^^says  ^*It  iR^re  heresy  to  think  orim- 
a^nii  ll«be9&'XbaD*GeDr  Yiic  Pops  might  not  decree  as  he 
doth. 

It  is-  no  wbnder  they  give  to*  much  wcSgkt  to  tradition  and 
mfAie  the  Pope  the  ^^bpler ..of  .the  scriptures^  met  tiiry freely 
confess  that  their  :doctrine.ha»  no  fbttndatk)n-  in  acHptuit>  ^14 
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Nothing  can  be  more  to  the  purpo«ei  than 
the  pains  that  have  been  taken  tp  withhold 
the- light  of  the  scripture  from  the  people,  by 
-prohibiting  a  translation,  and  every  way  disi* 
couragihg  the  reading  of  the  scripture  j  put- 
ting it  absolutely  under  the  pope's  feet,  to 
give  as  little  credit  and  authority  to  it  as  suits 
his  own. purpose;  setting  up  doctrines  and 
practices  contradictory  to  it,  upon  other  au^ 
thority  superior  to  scripture;  and  where  trans^ 
lotion  must  be  admitted,  fouling  the  pure 
stream  of  the  waters  of  life  with  their  feeti 

that  apedimeiit  to  support  it  must  be  made  on  purpose  out  olT 
the  MIRY  CLAT  OF  TRAoiTioH*  **  midto  maxima  pars  eraa** 
frelli  pervenit  ad  nos  traditions,  perexigua  literis  estmanda- 
ta."  says  Hosius  Confess,  cap.  92.  and  Eckius  Ehchir.  cap. 
4,  de  scrip. — "The  much  greater  part  oiihe gotpel'n  cwiveyed 
to  us  by  TRADITION,  for  a  very  little  thereof  is  contained  iii  the 
scriptures*''— -So  Canus,  Locor.  lib.  cap*  St  admonishes  h$ 
popish  confederates  that  ^ 'there  is  matt  strength  to  c<hi- 
fute  hereticks  in  traditioiut  than  in  the  scripturesy  yea^  all  dis- 
putations with  them  must  be  determined  by  traditionsj*'  -  And 
BaisTowsin  his  motives  bids  them  first  get  the  proud  hareh 
tick  out  of  his  weak  and  false  castle  of  only  sCRiPTUREy  into 
the  plain  field  of  traditions,  councils,  fathers,  miracles  &c." 

and  .then 

/////.  Pop.  vol,  2   p.  194. 
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fwHh  thdr  cmnpt  t«mparmg«  diiguiw%,  1^ 
ttrpdadoni  ^n^bmlsmA  i  making  it,  ja  they 
i)Ia3irfieiDt)U8l)r  aod  cotuemptwi^sly  speak  df 
iit|j^  NPS«  OF  WAX*     "S^cm^hit  a  aoNill 
thing  unto  you,  (aaya  the  proph^  Eaekiel^  i)i 
the  samei  or  simiUr  corrupt  praci%$|)  to  have 
^tea  up  the  good  pasture,  6ut  ji  tmst  trmd 
(t^wn  with  your  feet  the  residue  of  your  pas* 
tures  ?  and  to  have  druuk  of  the  xleep  waters^ 
but  yc  must  foul  ibe  residue  wltb your  feetf'^^ 
And  as  for  my  flock^  they  esu:  that  whiqh  yfj 
have  trodden  with  your  feet  j  and  they  drink 
that  which  ye  have  fouled  with  your  feet."* 
Bot  ^  every  oaie  that  doeth  evil^  batetb  the 
Vtght^  neither  coraeth'  to  the  light,  lest  his 
deeds  should  be  ri^proved,**  as  our  Saviour 
jaid  again ;  and  the  astonishing  discoveries  oC 
the  dark  and  wicked  itapositioofr  that  had; 
been  practised  upon  the  ctedufiry  and  false = 
devotion  of  the  people,  (chat  were  made  as 
Mon  as  the  light  of  the  scriptures  began  again 
to  shine,)  is  the  best  comment  upon  these 
words,  and  perhaps  was  a  principa!  part  of 
their  meaning. 

*  Exck  .xxxiv.  18. 
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*  *ro  sttch  (iatk  arid  wicked  practices^  4hd- 
a^il^ifriftian  dbctrinee^  issuing  fordi  from^i&^* 
flamiiuh  ^ popish TiglA^  the  sun  of  their  kt^ 
dcsiastical  heavenis,  thiere  seems  also  a^atii-* 
fest  allusian  in  the  strong  caution''otir'-!t.ord' 
givfed  fo  his  discipfcS, '(the  ptopdsed  tesicHerS^ 
of  the  worTd,)*  W  tatti  lit«l  'to  'theimehres' 
ho%  tiiej  '^wrpor  accept  doctrihek'  prbposed' 
to  thfeftt,'  iiSd  ^i&i^/^  they  ihdirisdvdj  tMh't'tr 
dibiril  '  •*  thi  light  d/  tk'  BSdy^is-m^  &ye^' 
Ifihiiie  tye  ht  shigTi^i{no  ^anific5itl*'i)bstTrtictioTl^ 
in  it,  jK)  uriwiliingS€sd  x6'9ti^'i^'4dhu4d^ 
shall  be  full  of  light.  But  if  thine  eye  be  eW; 
thy  whole  body  sh(ill  be  full  of  darkne^ss. .  If 
iberifort  thi  figM  thdt  is  iH  tbe^iid^fkss^ 
l^griatis  4hdt  ^drkriessP"^  "Wi\[^  'fiEAtf 
OF*  THE-  cHu*<i'fl-  be  a  'sotirce  cfl  tottuptidy 
of  mamiefs  arid  'darkness  of  dbWHi^Vifi^^^^^^^ 

♦  III  5c^4;  Xxii.  'p»-  '93*  an4^  Sect.  .kkxH;  *1  feuve  ^^dea^ 
toured  to  shew  that  the  eye  is  a  prophetic  emblem  of  the  oculus 
teekiU  or  eye  of  the  churchy  as  the  Pdpe  would  fkin  be  esteemed, 
tcqause'he  cotitaihs  iii'  himscri  the  whofe  power  *oE  vision  ia 
spiritual  things,  axii  fe'venwitlouiatouncilj  istnfallibTe  in  wiat* 
tver  he  decrees*  '  He  is  above  councils,  and  above  ^crlpture^ 
and  is  the  fountain  of  tlieir  authority  to  tothl  Tianiel  m 
giving  **  eyes  like  tb:  eyes  of  a  matit*  to  his  little  horii,  has  there» 

VOL.  II.  P  P 
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bors  to  propagate  falsehood^  and  to  supples* 
truth,  it  is  no  wonder  we  have  packed  ct^- 
cils.  set  to  work,  and  all  the  en^^ne^  of  w^dly 
power,  and  diabolical  suUilty  ^  employed,  to 
^t  up  again  the  kingdom  of  darkmss.  The 
light  must  be  kept  back,  and  covered  with  a 
bushel^  umil  the  time  shall  come  when  bolder 
matters  may  be  c^tempted^  even  to  a  total  ex** 
tinction  of  ifc  For  the  organ  of  vision  is  it- 
self diseased,  and  darknes$  is  indispensable!  to 
it.  The  whole  body  of  popery  is  consequent- 
ly full  of  darkness,  jwd  bow  great  is  that  dark* 
ness  I 

^1         .....      .  •.    ..  : 

It  haft  been  remarked  by  tiaajny,  with  wliat 
a  very  particular  injunction  Christ  delivered 
to  his  disciples  the  sacramental  cup,  at  the 
holy  supper. .  "  Taie  tbis^  and  divide  it  a- 
mong  yourselves^  (Luke  xxiL  1 7.)  "  Drink 
ye  ALL  of  it  \  (Maiti  kxvi.  27.)    And  I  thiiik 

fore  noticed  a  yery  pre-eminently  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
POPEDOM.  There  is  erery  reason  in  the  wprid  to  suppose  the 
same  prophetic  allusion  to  this  jaundiced  ocuitu  mutuHf  (eye  of 
the  world)  in  the  ahove  parable  of  our  blessed  Saviottr»  wh» 
quoted  Daniel  as  a  great  prophet. 
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tfiere  can  be  no  mistake  in  ascribing  to  His  di- 
vine prescience  of  future  abuse,  hia  so  positive 
Injunction  to  them  to  do  thts^  as  he  bad  then 
done  before  them  for  a  perpetual  example,  so 
long  as  the  use  of  that  holy  ordinance  should 
^:ontinue  in  the  church ;  that  they  might  ne- 
ver  vary  from  the  form  he  then  prescribed  to 
them,  of  eating  bread  and  drinking  of  winey 
as  a  memorial  and  emblem  of  his  death  suf- 
fered on  their  account. 

St  Paul  not  having  had  the  happiness  of 
being  present  at  the  Lord's  supper,  yet  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  some  profanation 
\vhich  had  crept  into  the  celebration  of  it,  in  . 
a  very  dissolute  city,  had  an  account  of  the 
exact  manner  of  its  institution  conveyed  to 
him  by  immediate  revelation.  No  doubt  his 
representation  of  it  is  therefore  given  with 
the  utmost  precision,  and  that  he  v^ras  super- 
naturally  guided  in  doing  it,  that  it  might  be 
guarded  both  against  the  present  abuses,  and 
those  errors  of  still  worse  consequence  which 
were  hereafter  to  arise. — \^  The  Lord  Jesus 
'{says  he)  in  the  same  night  that  he  was  be^ 
p  p  2 
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trayed;  toqk  bread  &c*  Xik«wlse  after,  supi 
per  he  took  the  cup,  saying  drink  yc  all,  ^ 
tbis^  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  Nofi  Tcsta^ 
fnentP  The  wine  is  as  much  sacramcat^  pf 
the  divine  and  everlasting  sanction  of  tiie 
new  covenant,  in  the  expiatory  deatl|  of 
Christ,  as  the  bread  is,  and  therefore  botli 
are  again  expressly  enjoined,  as  equally  np^ 
iressary  to  all; — ^*'  For  as  often  a?  ye  do  eat  of 
this  bread,  AND  DRINK  of  this  cup,  ye  dp 
shew  forth  (after  the  perfect  pattern)  the  sa* 
cramental  representation  of  the  L,ord*s  d?ath.*^ 
(i  Cor.  xL  25.) 

Well  might  Daniel  make  it  a  particidar 
note  of  the  ferocious  littlg  hora  vtfith  three 
crowns  on  his  cap,  and  eyes  of  ^  man,  that 
*•  be  should  think  to  change  timesy  and  laws; 
and  should  actually  succeed  in  doing  so,-r-^ 
^^for  they  should  be  given  •  into  bis  hqnd^^ 
And  it  is  with  as  good  reason  that  St  John 
and  St  Paul  also  endow  him  with  an  equally 
uncontrollable  tyranny,  and  blasphemous  au- 
thority of  doing  whatever  he  pleases,  (as  ut-r 
.^erly  iawlesS,)    against  the  ordinances  ^f 
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Qod^  and  thie  Uw$  qf  nature,  ^ad  of  all  m^t^ 
Ifind,  For  what  a  presumptuous  sacril^lom 
audacity  is  it  in  him,  ^tljr  to  cqntradia  Qq4 
/Vlmighty  in  his  commandments^  ^jr  cancelU 
i^g  vn€  of  bk  lawsy  even  the,  first  and  highest 
pf  theni,  to  the  setting  up  again  pf  idolatry^ 
which  he  has  ahoUshed  ?  and  in  \\i%  positive 
institutions  changing  the  ordinance  of  Christ, 
If  J  abolishing  one  bnlfofity  and  transubstanti- 
ating the  other  half  intq  a  piece  of  fl^h,  to 
|n^  it  an  object  of  idolatrous  worship.  \ 

I  will  close  my  observations  upon  the  pro^ 
phetic  notice  our  Lord  has  taken  of  the  grea* 
mystery  of  iniquity,  with  his  parable  of  TH? 
IDLE  SERVANT,  ^Lukc  xii.) — "  Who  then 
is  that  faithful  and  wise  steward,  whom  his 
Lord  shall  make  ruler  over  his  household,  tg 
give  them  their  portion  of  meat  in  due  sea^ 
sonf  To  ajjlminister  the  ajBfairs  of  his  church 
with  that  anxious  solicitude  for  the  advantage 
of  his  spiritual  family,  which  constitutes  the 
character  of  a  good  steward;  and  that  wise 
geconomy  in  dispensing  faith&lly  to  all,  ifc^hat 
^he  Master  has  provided  for  them,  without 
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Tcspect  of  persons.  **  Blessed  Is  that  servant 
•whom  his  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find 
so  doing." — 

Here  is  the  picture  of  a  pious  and  holy 
christian  bishop,  indeed  !— and  such  were 
some  of  the  early  bishops  of  Rome,  of  whoni 
many  suffered  martyrdom  under  the  pagan 
emperors.  But  when  the  pressure  of  afflic- 
tion was  removed,  and  affluence  poured  in 
upon  the  church  with  too  sudden  and  copl^ 
ous  a  stream, — saevior  armis,  luxuria  incu- 
buit. — "Luxury,  more  fatal  than  arms,  ef- 
fected what  persecution  could  not/'  Insolence 
of  arbitrary  authority,  thirst  of  supremacy,  and 
imposture  to  support  unfounded  pretensions^ 
soon  followed,  and  Antichrist  grew  up  to  his 
full  stature  and  maturity  in  wickedness. 

"  But  and  if  that  servant  say  In  his  heart 
my  Lord  delayetb  bis  coming^  and  shall  be-' 
gin  to  beat  the  men  servants  and  maidens^  and 

*  Tcrapora  ixiutantur,  ct  nds  mutamur  cum  illis, — •*  Times  are 
ekanged  ;?— a.chanje  will  be' very  requisite  in  us  too>'* — foap 
became  the  ruling  idea  of  the  lordly  Pontiffs,  a  great  many 
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igeat  and  drink  and  bedrunhn.^^    Hor^  b  a» 
j^lain  an  intimation  as  the  time  and  the  hear*, 
ers  of  our  Lord  could  well  bear,  of  tb£  nature, 
of  the  change  that  would  be.  introduced  by  state 
and  grandeur^  and  of  the  infidelity  and  arro^ 
gance  first,  and  next  of  the  turbulent  spirit 
and  actual  persecution^  which  succeeded  more 
christianlike  manners  in  "  in  the  scornful  men . 
of  SioUy*  the  rulers  of  the  catholic  church. 
Last  of  all,  the  blood  of  christian  martyrs  be- 
gan again  to  How,  in  more  copious  streams, 
by  the  cruelties  of  a  christian  persecutor,  than 
ever  it  had  done  before  by  the  utmost  fury  of 
the  P A  G A  N  D  RJV  G  O  N.     The  wretch  is  drunks . 
en — (as  our  Saviour  says  in  the  parable,  in  al- 
lusion to  the  prophets  which  have  described 
the  same  events) — but  it  is  with  blood  ! — 
*'  Stay  yourselves  and  wonder^ — cry  ye  ^outy 
(with  horror!)  and  cry^  t bey  are  drunken  ^-"^  ^ 
but  not  with    wine ;  they  stagger^ — but  not 
with  strong  drink^^"^     *'  And  I  saw  the  wo^ 

of  them  construed  their  Lord's  delay  of  his  coming  in  deserved 
chastisement}  into  actual  incapacity  to  punish,  and  adopted 
i^ieuttcal opinions ,  as  most  congenial  to  their  execrable  practices. 
•  Isauh  xxix.  9* 
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man  drunien  with  this  Mood  of  the  saints^  and 
with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  yaus.^^And 
when  I  saw  i&^r— (a  christian  church  become 
at  bloody  persecutor  of  christians)— /wd«^/ifr*'' 
ed  with  gnat  astonisbntent  /'**  ^ 

Our  Lord  proceeds  thus  to  relate  thifr  se- 
quel* ^  The  Lord  of  that  servant  will  come" 
•—(though  he  delay  a  great  whiie)— *^in  a 

•  Reir,  rvii.  6.  That  savage  spWt  df  a  diaboifcal  ehthtrtf* 
atm«  whidi  impeib  mankind  to  imbrue,  their  hatidB  tii  tite  hloaS 
of  guiltless  persons,  on  ehe  pretencfe  of  rdigibni'  is  spiHtually 
compared  to  an  intoxication,  and  that  of  a  singular  and  horri- 
ble  description  ;^-a  furious  madnevy  the  effect  noi  of  strong  drini 
hit  ofhkod.  The  holy  »Spirit  condescends  in  this  a«  in  other 
instances  to  th<^  populsCr  opimon  of  the  winid^  that  eftrfiitdtoiis 
wild  beasts  derive  their  y^ort(wi^  crueky  from  their  diet  of  living 
blood.  The  same  figure  is  made  use  of  in  a  still  bolder  man- 
air,  to  represent  the  vengeance  of  heaven  upon  the  apostate 
persecutor  of  the  feithful.  <^  I  vfiUfeed  them  tfaiat  oppress  thee 
with  their  own  JUih^  and  they  shall  be  drunken  with  their  own 
hioodj  as  with  sweet  wine/*  (Isai,  xlix,  26)*— The  same  figure 
is  also  applied  to  Jerusalem,  (Isai.  li.  21.)  See  Sect.  xii.  p. 
S2i. 

Mr  Bruce  in  his  Travels,  vol.  iii.  p.  142,  gives  an  account  of 
the  fiesh  of  animals  being  eaten  in  Abyssinia  not  only  raw  hut 
quivering  with  life,  being  cut  irom  the  body  of  the  animal  still 
alive«— -He  mentions  a  disease  produced  by  so  horrible  a  diet* 
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day*  when  he  Iboketh  n6t  for  hlln,  ^d  at  iaA 
hour  whett  he  is  not  aware,  and  will  cut  hint 
asunder^  and  will  appoint  him  his  portion 
with  the  unbelievers.**  David,  iti  tKe  fiftieth 
Psalm,  alludes  to  this  infidel  presumption  of 
!rHE  WICKED  ONI,  upon  this  long  forbear- 
ante  of  God's  judgilifents  agdinst  such  accii^ 
mulated  iiripleties. — ^  Thou  thoughtest  wick- 
edly that  I  am  iuth  an  oiie  ds  thyself,  biit  I 
will  repi*ove  thee,  and  set  before  thee  the 
things  Ihi*  thou  hast  done***  Thy  confident 
security  and  pride  shall  have  a  fall,  arid  thou 
shalt  see  thy  long  forgotten  crimes  reflected 
in  thy  punishment* 

1  have  little  doubt,  then,  that  in  some  (if ' 
riot  in  all)  of  these  instances  I  have  cited 

^>  Perhaps  Rev.  xvii.  19>  (v^hen  the  world  snail  see  the  ac- 
tual  accomplishment  of  that  prophecy,)  may  afford  an  explana- 
tion of  this  figurative  punishment  of  the  kviL  servant — ctd^ 
fiftg  asundeTt^^hy  which,  as  a  peculiar  phrase,  tome  .thing  very 
j>articular  seems  intended.  In  consequence  of  the  effect*  of 
the  six  preceding  plagiies^  in  the  seventh  fh  great  city  (or  pa- 
pal confederacy)  is  rent  by  a  schism  more  terrible  than  any 
before  experienced,  into  three  jarts, — and  the  remaining 
'dependent  kingdoms  fall  off  from  their  spiritual  subjection,  and 
ruin  ensues* 

VOL*  It*  Q  Q 
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fiwn  the  discourses  of  our  Lord,  most  people 
will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  be  bad  a 
prophetic  meaning ;  and  that  the  great  apos** 
tacy  afterwards  to  arise  in  his  church,  and 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  many  prophe- 
cies before  his  time,  and  would  again  employ 
the  prophetic  pen  after  his  departure,  was  on 
such  occasions  in  his  eye^-^That  he  design- 
edly so  framed  his  discourse,  that  a  compari- 
son so  strildngly  obvious  might  be  drawn  at 
length,  and  most  of  the  errors  of  the  corrupt 
church  stand  confuted .  by  the  express  words 
of  Jesus  Christ  himself,* 

*  The  parables  of  the  husbandman  and  the  vineyard^ — the 
larrtnjig  trecy  IS<*  I  connder  as  being  of  the  nature  of  double 
prophecies.  They  apply,  in  the  first  sense,  to  the  unbeliemg 
jews»  and  tlie  fall  of  Jerusalem  ;  but  they  are  also  applicable  to 
the  anticbristtan  buslandmen  and  Jig  trec^  and  their  extirpation. 
Of  our  Saviour's  reproof  of  tYit  fastings  of  the  pharisees,  their 
love  of  long  roles  and  chief  seats  y  Csfr.  I  have  taken  no  notice  ;— 
but  the  disHnctum  ofmeats^  and  other  popish  absurdities,  are  by 
St  Paul  reckoned  amongst  the  •*  doctrines  of  devllst*'"^ And 
the  habits  of  the  religious  orders  f  and  pomf  of  priestly  vestments  in 
popery^  are  notoriously  absurd, ^-^as  Erasmus,  and  many  others 
of  their  own  communion,  have  acknowledged,    - 
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Daniels  interpretation  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream 
efthe  great  image ^  the  type  of  the  four  great  uni^ 
ntersdl  monarchies. '^The  last  of  tbem^  or  the 
Roman  empire^  ofgriat  importance  in  a  prcpheU 
ical^iew. — S$me  of  kx  distinguiibing  pe^iliaritm 

.   cmcifcly  noticed* 

JtIaVING  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
sections  had  frecjuent  occasion  to  advert  to 
the  famous  prophecy  of  Daniel,  which  he  de- 
livered in  the  exposition  of  Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream,*  I  come  now  to  shew  the  connection 
it  has  with  the  prophecies,  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  the  foregoing  reflections. 

This  is  almost  the  first  prophecy  we  meet 
with   in   scripture,  thkt  descends  widi  any 

*  Danid  ii. 
QQ2 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


great  degree  of  nunuteneas  of  desciiption,  or 
flistinctness  of  prophetic  discovery,  into  the 
then  very  remote  periods  of  the  last  times^ 
It  is  as  it  were  an  outline;  or  groxind  plan,  ac«* 
cording  to  which,  the  construction  of  all  sue* 
ceeding  prophecy^is  to  be  disposed,  as  a  fabric 
\ipon  its  fovrnd^tipn  previously  traced  out  for 
ilu  Whatever  lias  been  dielivered  a^e^  tMs»  is 
the  ^ng  up  and  opeiung  out  of  the  several 
partSi  wfakh  aie  here  traced  obspireiy  9pd 
with  W^t  i&oTt  tlKui  a  xaens  oudine,  but  such 
an  one  as  evidently  betrays  die  hand  of  a 
master,  and  the  same  majestic  stile  of  figuring 
which  is  hrought  out  fuller  to  the  f|^  ia 
successive  prophecies  iq  different  ages,  by  the 
jr^etitioa  of  the  parts  here  dismissed  with  a 
few  bold  and  rapid  touches  of  the  prophetic 
pencil  here  and  there^ 

The  event  which  was  the  occs^ioi^  of  this 
prophecy,  happened  early  in  the  life  of  Da- 
j^iel,  who  had  been  carried  away  captive  to 
Babylon  quite  a  youth ;  and  it  was  tbe  means 
made  use  of  by  Providence  to  give  the  re- 
quisite credentials  to  Daniel   as  a  prophet, 
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imon^  the  Jews,  io  the  disconsoUte  state  id 
whidi  thef  were  tQ  qondmie  for  seTentjr 
years ;  and  to  estabUsh  his  character  loid  re* 
putaticui  at  court,  that  ho  ml^  both  ia  ^ 
present  and  succeeding  reigns,  benn  abto  pro* 
tector  fof  bis  nation^ 

Nebuchadnezzar  had  been  a  teniUe  scourge 
in  the  hand  of  Qod  upon  the  swrounding 
nations,  as  well  as  the  degenerate  peo{4e  pf 
Israel,  for  their  idcdatry  and  eoccessive  wide* 
cdness*  He  was  now  imM^  by  the  aver 
ruling  power  of  God,  an  instrument  of  con^ 
veying  to  them  comfort  and  hqpe  of  restora- 
tion, if  at  lec^^th  (<;onvinqed  of  their  folly  and 
ingratitude)  they  would  believq  and  repent,. 
Paniel,  by  his  great  piety,  and  zeal  for  God, 
and  his  admirable  natural  talents,  seema  to 
have  conducted  his  ministration  with  so  g^eat 
success,  that  the  jews,  though  carried  into  th« 
centre  of  "  the  land  of  graven  images^*  were 
entirely  cured  of  their  former  strong  prqpen* 
.sity  to  Hbe.  worship  <d  idols* 

*     Remarkable  as  this  dream  of  Nebuchad^ 
nezzar  was,  and  notwithstanding  the  strong 
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impression  of  terror,  as  well  as  curiosity, 
which  it  had  made  upon  the  king's  mind,  yet 
upon  his  awaking,  he  had  only  a  confused 
idea  of  something  that  had  given  him  great 
uneasiness,  but  the  particular  circumstances  of 
the  vision  were  totally  obliterated  from  his 
recollection.  He  sent  in  all  haste  for  his  di- 
viners and  astrologers,  for  which  pretended 
sciences  Babylon  was  at  that  time  famous, 
and  demanded  of  them  the  repetition  of  the 
particulars  of  his  dream,  and  likewise  their 
interpretation  of  the  will  of  heaven  intimated 
to  him  thereby. 

It  was  to  no  purpose  that  the  wise  men 
reasonably  enough  remonstrated  against  a  de^ 
mand  so  unusual,  and  utterly  impossible,  by 
their  art,  to  be  answered,*     None,  said  they^ 

*  It  must  be  candidly  confessed  that  these  coNjURoas  veise 

far  too  honest  men  for  such  a  profession  to  confess  their  incapa- 
city, or  own  that  any  thing  exceeded  their  pollers.  They  were 
mere  bunglers  to  the  papal  jugler  for  certain.  For  he 
has  been  able  to  keep  all  Europe  in  a  deep  sleep  for  many  cen- 
turies, and/avQurcd  them  with  dreams  into  the  bargain,  and  the  in^ 
tsrpretaiion  of  them  too^  all  adjusted  with  consummate  deacterityi^ 
to  the  augmentation  cf  the  papal  greatness* 
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but  the  author  and  giver  of  divine  impressioni. 
of  this  nature,  can  revive,  the  obliterated  traces, 
of  those  mystic  characters  in  prophetic  dreams, 
which  none  but  himself  can  make.  The  God. 
^hose  dvtrellingis  not  with  flesh,  to  whom  all 
things,  are  known,  only  can  tell  the  king  his- 
dream.  Art  may,  indeed,  presume  so  far. 
as  to  fix  an  interpretation,  when  the  cir- 
cumstances of  a  dream  are  previously  made 
kjiown:  but  what  the  king  requires  is  not. 
within  the  limits  of  our  art. 

It  is  not  the  humour  of  impatient  tyrants 
to  endure  disappointment,  or  to  hear  reason. 
The  interposition  of  a  few  impossibilities  is  no 
excuse  for  the  audacity  of  opposition  to  their . 
demands.  The  wise  men  were  ordered  to  be 
dragged  from  his  presence,  and  put  to  death 
for  their,  contumacy.  This  occasioned  the 
introduction  of  Daniel,  to  whom  it  plea8e4 
God  to  communicate,  by  divine  inspiration, 
the  evanescent  dream  and  the  interpretation 
required:  the  former, an  indisputable  pledge 
for  the  infallible  truth  and  certainty  of  the 
latter.     For  it  was  no  sooner  recited  to  the 
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lung  by  Dank!,  thad  the  same  powef  of  Ood> 
tirhich  had  blotted  it  6ut,  now  retraiSed  upon 
hii  ibemory  the  perfect  and  vivid  recollection 
of  the  lines  ori^nally  ther6  impressed*  And 
he  immediately  acknowledged  Dniid  to  be  tk^ 
true  prophet  of  the  rabst  high  God^  and  Wor-* 
shipped  (with  a  temporary  fit  of  devotion)  the 
God  of  Daniel,  which  alone  was  able  to  make 
known  the  things  that  were  buried  in  totaT 
oblivion,  and  had  become  as  though  they  had- 
never  been,  as  well  as  the  Communications 
respecting  futurity,  which  depended  upon 
them. 

It  had  pleased  God  by  this  taeans  to  con* 
vey  to  this  proud  and  imperious  monarch,  a 
salutary  lesson  of  the  instability  of  power, 
and  the  emptiness,  and  frailty,  and  short  du- 
ration of  the  highest  state  of  earthly  greatness* 
A  lesson  which  there  was  nevertheless  occa- 
sion afterwards  to  teach  him  again,  in  the 
lowest  and  most  degrading  school  of  adver- 
sity. Having  been  indulging  his  fancy  in  a 
prospective  contemplation  of  the  effect  of  his 
mighty  conquests,  and  the  prodigious  empire 
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Mdsed,  as  he  fondly  con^dved^  hf  his  own 
ihilkies,  and  destined  by  the  propitious  Fates 
for  a  duration  of  endless  ages  i  die  substance 
erf*  the  real  vi^on^  which  succeeded  tliis  wak*^ 
iag  dream  of  vanity^  had  been  a  mystical  rof^ 
presentation  of  the  four  great  monarchies, 
which  were  in  succession  to  possess  the  em- 
pire of  the  woridl  The  first  of  these  was 
the  Assyitan  or  Babylonian  empire^  at  that 
time  subsisting ;  after  this,  the  Persian,  which 
0vefthrew  that  and  succeeded  in  its  place ; 
the  Grecian^  or  Macedonian^  next  in  order; 
stiitd^  last  of  all,  t&e  Roman,  of  far  greatet 
fmporttoce  in  tbe  eye  of  prophecy  than  ail 
die  others,  as*  die  fortunes  of  die  church^  ^^ere 
to'  be  mvolved  m  its  Various^  vicissitudes,  al^i* 
most  tff  the  end  of  the  world.  For  this  last 
was  to  gtve  nise  to  a  fifth  monarchy,  of  a 
liferent  description  from  any  of  die  precede 
ng,  which  should  be  engrafted  upon  itf,  and 
SiAsist  along  with  it  for  a  great  length  of 
tficne,  and  at  length,  upon-  its  removal,  should 
be  set  up  m-  its  place^  and  continue  td  tfie 
Consummation  of  aff  things.— Ver,  44,  ^  And 
in  the  dayt  of  thesis  kingT  ahall  the  God  ef 

VOL.  II.  R   R 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


304 

heaven  set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall  never 
be  destroyed,  and  the  kingdom  shall  not  be 
left  to  other  people, — ^but  it  shall  break  ii| 
pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms,  and 
it.  shall  stand  for  ever/' 

As  soon  as  Daniel  was  brought  into  the 
royal  presence,  he  undauntedly  (but  with  be- 
coming modesty  and  respect)  made  a  suitable 
answer  to  the  stern  interrogatory  of  the  desi» 
pot, — "  art  thou  able  to  make  known  unto 
me  the  dream  which  I  have  seen,  and  the  in* 
terpretation  thereof,"  being  so  young  a  strip- 
ling, and  the  thing  such  as  none  of  the  wise 
men  of  the  kingdom  have  been  able  to  do  )-->« 
Daniel  told  him,  that  the  nature  of  the  thing 
he  had  required  of  the  wise  men  was  such, 
as  was  impossible  to  be  accomplished  by  any 
wisdom  '  of  theirs,  or  by  any  natural  means 
of  information  attainable  by  him ;  for  the 
thing  could  only  be  revealed  by  immediate 
inspiration  of  the  God  of  heaven,  to  whom 
all  things,  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present 
and  the  past,  are  perfectly  known.  That 
.  God  had  been  pleased  to  favor  the  king  with 
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&  dream  of  profound  and  vast  prophedc  im- 
port, iii  ^*^hich  the  fates  of  hid  cmpir6,  and  of 
the  whole  world  were  involved ;  in  order  that 
by  the  interpretation  thereof,  which  heaven- 
had  commissioned  its  prophet  to  communi- 
cate, more  humble  and  rational  ideas  should 
be  suggested  to  his  too  aspiring  mind,  and  in 
so  impressive  a  manner,  that  they  might  not 
easily  be  forgotten.  And,  in  short,  to  give 
him  a  true  representation  of  the  instability  of 
that  greatness  and  present  extensive  domini- 
on, to  which  he  had  falsely  afSxed  a  concep* 
tion  jof  eternal  duration, 

"Thou,  O  king,  sawest,  and  behold  a 
eREAT  IMAGE,  whose  brightness  was  ex^ 
cellent,  stooid  before  thee,  and  the  fortn  there- 
of was  terrible.  The  image's  head  was  of 
ifine  goldy  his  BREAST  and  his  arms  of  silver^ 
his  BELLY  and  bis  thighs  of  brass ^  bis  legs 
of  iron  J  bis  feet  fart  of  iron  and  part  of  clay. 
Thou  sawest  till  that  a  stone  was  cut  with^ 
^ut  hands ^  which  smote  the  image  upon  his 
feet  that  were  of  iron  and  clay^  and  break 
fhcm  to  pieces.     Then  was  the  iron,  the  clay, 
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fhthm^f  ^ ailvfr^  and  tike^  gold  hag/hm t» 
|fede$  tqgeiher^  and  hecane  Ucf  tlia^Mr  jOf 
ikt  atmmer  thsestnog  floors^  aod  <(!»  wuii 
canned  thism  away,  that  no  pboe  was  feiuid 
f[>r  ilvsm ;  and  the  axoNX  that  emot^  x\m 
image  became  a  great  moantaiiit  aod  filM 
&e  whole  eaath." 

King  Nebuchadneaa^ar  i;ould  mi  im  be 
airiick  with  astonMimentft  when  heftercdmd 
the  subject  of  hie  dream  cbeuoisCan^y  n^ 
poited  tf)  him,  and  a  vivid  HhpMsafon  of  k 
revised  upon  hia  ima^aatAon  hf  thi$  ii^gemii* 
ous  youth,  as  well  aa  the  previous  thoughts 
whith  ha4  engaged  his,  atti^mlfm,  Por  the 
.case  was  such,  as  would  not  admit  of  t  jMW- 
sihtUty  of  af^ying  here  any  .of  the  usual  axte 
to  which  ittterpfeteia  c£dreaiQshiavere<s9u^ 
to  wc^  upon  the  im^gt^Hiiaro,  and  impoie 
upon  the  credulity  of  their  eng^oy^a.  Thia 
orcumstance  consecjvently  pfqpared  him  to 
^ve  implicit  beli^  ^od  to  expect  i^^tb^ii:^ 
.mented  curiosity,  the  interpaetation  p^omkodi 
which  the  prophet  thus  deliveiad.'— » 
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*^This  lstlM<dcea!D»  tiad  we  nHU  tril' iIk 

O  iBuif ,  «9t  ft  king  of  kii^:  for  ik/^Qaiiti 
btavKQ  hnk  i^vott  ih«e  a  ki«^ott,  {xnMi^ 
and  «trei)glb,  and  gloiy.  And  ^n^iowfiewr 
ihechi}A3Bn  «£  nea  diKU»  theibcaite  ef.tlie 
fieU  and  the  fowls  of.  the  hexfea  ha^  Jhe 
j^vea  into  tb«e  h»a4»  uod  hath  made  dMS 
mkr  j&nx  tttom  «}l     Xaov  ^i^ftT  tnit 

R&AJD  OF  IBiOLsB.** 


.  Wc  taoNC  CTtngidar  itfaiii  addcen  o£ 
to Iding Nebocha&Mzzar,  mthe xenth «f  fais 
-power  md  gKnryt  at  framed  accdodnig lo  die 
ieftf  stUe  miMl  in  tpfophecy,  and  iwrtieularfy^i 
«s  ^eing-cMifiimdilc  to  4he  atHnan  o£4» 
ceuvt  in  wbi^  ite  pnopfaet  had  taoasred  .a 
graic  pact  ^  Us  educadoa*  k  mmn  aot, 
tliere&ne,  be  ttlBsn  in  ^eograpfe&od.  meaeuiB* 
jBCQt,  B»  a  v^AfX.  Utend  descnptkm  of  4hi» 
ni^ity  mooaech'fi  doflumiras^  but  as  tjbt 
4isttai  way  of  c{>ealdng.  of  them  in  the  Bakf* 
Ionian  court.  And  Nebuchadnes^u:  ceitainly 
had,  at  that  tio^e,  subdued  almost  the  whole  of 
the  then  knowa  world,  and  held  in  his  own 
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JmkdB  the  desdmes  of  many,  nations.  Yet  In 
^e  midst- (^  this  couitly  hnguage,  Daniel  sdll 
preserves  the  dignity  of  a  prophet  of  the 
piost  high  God,  He  reminds  the  king  of 
the  greatness,  and  glory,  and  uniyersal  extent 
of  his  empire,  in  order  to  inculcs^e  from 
thence  a  noble  lesson  of  the  folly  of  pdy- 
tfadsm  mA  the  reigning  idolatry,  by  instruct- 
ing him  tfakt  the  great  God  who  now  sent 
him  this  wonderful  communication,  and  fore-^ 
told  to  him,  agreeably  to  his  wish,  what 
aHoviid  be  hereafter,  even  to  the  most  remote 
periods  of  the  world ;  was  the  only  God 
which  could  do  this^  and  consequently,  that 
nil  other  gods  were  ima^nary  vanities.  That 
it  waa  he  alone  who  held  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth  in  his  own  hands,  and  gave  to 
whomsoever  he  would,  a  ddegated  portion  of 
fais  own  authority.  That  upon  him  it  had 
now  seetned  good  to.  the  almighty  God  to 
place  the  diadem  of  an  universal  dominion, 
and  that  it  was  God  who  had  given  victory 
to  his  sword,  which  way  soever  he  himself 
liad  sent  it,  even  against  his  own  people,  Is- 
rael, and  his  own  city  and  temple  j  and  had 
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now  fulfilled  all  the  aspiring  hopes  of  thif 
.  king^s  early  and  vast  ambition,  and  had  made 
him  this  bead  of  gold* 

The  brief  duration  of  this  mighty,  empire 
^?vhich  Nebuchadnezzar  had  erected,  the  pro- 
phet tacitly  insinuates,  for  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  a  predse  expression  of  that  circum- 
stance ;  and  says,  that  "  after  bitnl*  that  is^ 
after  the  empire. at  present  existing,*  there 
should  arise  another  kingdom,  inferior  to  his, 
and  which  in  the  vision  was  represented  by 
the  BREAST  and  two  arms  of  silver^  and  by 
all  interpreters  is  understood  of  the  Persian^ 
empire^  erected  by  Gyrus  the  Persian  and  Da^ 
rius  the  Mede,  the  two  arms  of  the  image. 
The  Persian  empire^  after  having  extended  its 
t^iwieldy  dominioa  over  one  hundred  aad 
twenty  provinces,  and  threatening  the  liber- 
tics  of  Greece,  was  in  its  turn  overthrown 
(in  revenge  of  the  quarrel)  by  the  Macedo- 
nian or  Grecian  empire^  under  the  rising 

♦ 

*  It  ended  ia  his  grandson  Belsbazzar,  about  twenty  three 
^years  after  the  king's  death— -See  Prideauxf's  Connect*  part  !• 
'  book  ii.— 'NewtoQ  on  the  Prophedesi  vol,  i«  p,  4  i  0. 
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ibitiines  of  Afexander  the  Great  This  is 
represented  in  the  vision  by  the  ssiir  and 
tbigbs  of  brass.  And  the  altoni$hing  rapidity 
and  extent  of  Alexander's  conquests  are  in* 
timated  in  the  concise  remark,  ^wbicb  sbaU 
hear  rule  over  all  tbe  e^r/i&/*— Alexander, 
liot  contented  with  the  flattering  title  of  con«- 
queror  of  the  world,  is  reported  to  have  wept 
for  another  world  to  conquer.^ 

^  And  the  fourth  Kingdom  shall  be  strong  as 
iron ;  for  as  much  as  iron  brealceth  in  piecesi 
and  subdiieth  all  things :  and  as  iron  that  breafe- 
eth  all  these^  shairit  break  in  pieces  and'hruise.** 
Descending  thus  down  the  stream  oftime  we 
are  come  at  length  into  the  iron  age^  and  to 

*  Afcxander  schieved^  all  t&h  in  tiie  iboit  q>See  of  ah»k 
twdfoyesn^  andpuAcdhU  donqflvu  by  acs  tadlud  tott^ 
oils,  of  the  eatth,  uatil  theft  dedmed  ivacoeuihle'aiid'UBinhabi- 
table^  The  inferior  metal  of  iraiif  the  emblem  of  this  empiret 
seems  to  sllude  to  the  popular  and'ferj  andent  notioi^  of  tXe 
/mtr  e^  rfth  worl^  lepresentedhy  these  ibnnnends^  of  ivktdi 
there  is  so  frequent  mention  in  the  poets»  from  the  time  of  He» 
•rod,  who  was^  ancient  as  Moses*  There  isa  peculiar  proprie* 
ty  in  apfdjmg  it  to  die  weSkokJGmdiMvfhau  tirauHormp 
kc  we haiis sach.M ettita«ing.iittg iaitaiBeK 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


3ii 

tlie  description  of  the  last  great  tidonarchy^ 
wluch  for  its  super-eixunent  strength  and  de»* 
tnictiTe  ferocity,  to  the  nations  which  redated 
its  iiwineihte  arms^  in  the  period  of  its  rising 
greatness,  and  the  time  of  its  state  and  nndi« 
minished  power,  is  typified  by  the  lower  partf 
of  the  image,  or  its  LEGS  cf  solid iran^^    Evca 
to  a  proverb  iron  is  commonly  deemed  tho 
hardest  of  all  metals,  and  as  such  is  the  mate** 
rial  of  which  all  instruments  designed  to  break 
and  subchie  every  thing  else,  are  formed*    It  is 
thertfof  e  an  admiifably  well  chosen  emblem  of 
that  tndy  reMsdess  and  iron  force  of  the  romaOr 
kgions  by  winch  all  the  precedii^  empires  of 
Assyria^  Fersia^  and  Greece^  and  the  several 
nadoos  of  which  they  had  all  been  composed 
were  to  be  broke  into  pieces^  and  subjected  ta 
the  proud  dcsxdmoa  of  RoMi^  the  mbtresa  of 
tbe  world. 

We  have  now  had^  a  continued,  thoi:^h  con« 
ese  description  of  the  qrbat  image,  as  fai  as 
the  four  metals,  (of  which  it  had  been  compos- 
ed) continue  unaltered  from  theu:  original  pi»» 
xity.  What  fipttowa  is  the  mott  semarkaUe 
VOL.  lU  s  s 
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and  most  difficult  part  of  the  story,  as  it  caiTi» 
cm  the  history  of  the  iron  or  roman  empire 
to  its  very  last  stage^  and  exhibits  it  as  existing 
under  great  and  very  surprising  changes,  yet 
still  as  a  continuation  of  the  same  image^  and  of 
the  same  legs,  which  began  in  soKd  iron^  but 
terminate  in  extremities  of  a  baser  and  com* 
pounded  maiteriah 

As  far  down  as  the  lower  parts  of  the  image 
even  till  we  descend  near  to  the  feet^  it  had 
been  composed  of  strong  and  beautiful  mate- 
rials, though  not  all  coequal  beauty  or  stiengdi, 
yet  such  as  might  be  imagined  capable  of  the 
necessary  cohesion  for  the  construction  of  )» 
statue.  But  descending  still  further  down  to- 
wards the  feet y  we  find  the  composition  so  ^ 
tered,  debased,  and  weakened,  that  large  indole 
gence  for  the  prophetic  licence  must  be  granted 
before  we  can  conceive  a  possibility  of  a  pon» 
derous  statue  being  so  feebly  supported.  But 
it  is  the  allegory  we  have  to  attend  tQ,'and  not 
the  mechanical  construction  of  the  imaginary 
statue,  which  for  the  purpose  of  a  prophetic 
emblem  is  very  artificially  and  wonderfully 
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ecmstracted^  by  that  mastier  wodunan  who  has 
the  first  and  the  last  state  of  all  things^  ever 
present  to  bis  view. 

**  And  whereas  thou  sawest  the  feet  and 
TOES  part  of  potter^ s  day^  and  part  of  iron^ 
the  kingdom  shall  be  divided^  but  there  shall 
be  in  it  of  the  strength  of  the  iron,  forasmuch  as 
tfiOH  sawest  the  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay.  And 
as  the  TOES  of  the  feet  were  part  ofiron^  and 
fart  of  clay  ^  so  the  kingdom  shall  be  partly 
strong,  and  partly  broken,"  (or  brittle,) — the 
weak  combination  of  thes«  ill  cohering  mate- 
rials' in  the  feet,  and  the  division  into  ten 
la^x,  here  exprdsdy  mentioned,  and  further  en« 
larged^upon  and  aplained  afterwards  in  a 
subsequent  vitton,  intimates  changes  in  the, 
state  of  the  Roman  empire  ofveryin^or^ 
iant  consequence^  since  in  this  brief  account  that 
18  given  oi  the  whole,  so  wondeifi|l  and  mi-> 
^ute  a  circumstantiality  is  insisted  upon  in  this 
interesting  part* 

l!be  division  of  the  Roman  empire  into  two 

parts^  the  eastern  and  western  empires,  by 
s  s  2 
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Gonstantifie's  ranbyal  of  the  seat  of  gomtiH 
ment  from  Rome  to  By^mium,  may  be  d4» 
aignifioition  of  the  two  legs  of  iron ;  fot  though 
die  imperial  power  wasoa  the  decline  at  that 
time,  and  progteasively  more  and  more  so,  as 
^e  descend  downwards  towards  ^tfect  qf  tkp 
mage^  yet  the  dominions  conquered  by  hM 
predecesscm  and  himself  were  ^1  preserved 
together  and  isnttte,  or  nearly  so^  by  (be  terror 
of  the  nmtm  nam^  and  by  the  remainder 
af  diat  irw  strength  which  the  Barbanaos  were 
•ot  yet  able  to  cope  widu  Bik  after  this,  it9 
Min  of  glory  hastily  Yei:)e;edtowiii3ds  tO'the  plac^ 
appmnted  for  its  setting.  The  debased  add  de* 
graded  peiiod  of  the  vizT  eoqunenced.  It  w^ 
90  longer  of  sdid  imn^  but  an  iU  coospoimded 
Incoherent  mass,  c£tbe  rmdfUf^  i^Q^^filUd 
§ut  with  MRY  ci«A7 ;  and  sfatprtly  «it^w^ds 
ensued  the  division  into  ten  taes^  or  the  ^m)^« 
dtms  €ftU  heast  now  pewly  risen  out  of  tfM 
sea.* 

*  Rev«  »ii»  1.  This  coiBcidMce  between  the  TIN  TOBS  of 
f9keiiRiife»  in  it*  last  stage  of  weaklier  smd  adiiltcratioii|  and 
li<  #r/tux/  £vuhn  pfthe  emptn  (exactly  at  that  period  of  thne) 
into  tgn  imgdoms  of  frineifal  nQtc^  is  so  yptj  remarkable  a  div 
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Ani^ed  now  at  diat  perbdof  time  wim  ib0 
j^eral  AiMgdom  ^fEmr^t  wen  atnUitimi^ 
upon  die  basb  of  the  Romtti  empire  otom 
thrown  in  Augustulus^  and  by  the  admUture 
of  miry  clay  new  modelled  and  continued  on 
in  a  different  form,  (bdng  sow  tke  sbast 
which  lived  e^ain  afier  bis  wmnd  unHk 
deatby  and  togedier  with  his  IMAOE  making 
up  one  league  and  confederacy  of  antichristi-^ 
anism,)*^^^  more  important  and  interesting 
scene  opens  upon  us^  and  the  holy  prophet, 
concise  as  his  narrative  is,  yet  scatters  som^ 
hints  which  may  lead  to  a  probable  conjectore 
of  what  is  meant  by  the  clay  so  intimately 
combined  with  the  original  iron  as  to  form  one 
body  with  it,  to  the  great  weakening  of  its 
power  of  resistance,  against  the  force  that  was 
(in  due  time)  to  be   applied  for  its  breaking 

fumstaocet  |hsit  like  a  bad-mark  at  «ea,  it  ia  pointed  out  in 
DaniePs  prophecy  of  the  four  beasts  (ch«  vii.)  under  theeoi* 
blenEiof//if  horns  upon  the  head  of /i^  hutbeaH.  And  again 
hyS]^^  John  under  the  same  emblem.  Rev.  xii*  S.— xiii.  1.  See 
Newton  on  the  ProphecieSy  voU  iv.  in  loc.— -lor  the  different  ac« 
counts  given  hj  variout  interpreters  of  these  tinf^^Mn,gdom$* 
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lo  pieces,  i<i  <»^er  to  the  iKuldiog  up  of  the 
l&g^om  of  Christ,  oiwbicb  there  sbaU  be  fw 
end  but  witb  tbe  cMsummatien  of  ail  things. 


^^^^^^^<*^r»^ 
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SECTION  XXXII. 


Daniers  brief  sketch  of  the  Roman  empire  under  the 

emblem  $ffhe  legs  of  a  great  image,  in  chap  second^ 

illustrated  by  himself  in  three  following  visions  — 

In  chap,  seventh,  by  the  fourth  beast  and  his  little 

horn.^^In  chap  eighth  by  the  king  of  fierce  counte^ 

nance.''^In  chap  eleventh  by  the  king  the  great  de^ 

fender  of  Mahuzzim.-^Tbe  substance  ^f  these, 

four  representations  given  collectively  by  St.  John 

in  bis  two  beasts  and  their  image  ^ — The  false  mi' 

rack  of  commanding  J!re  to  come  down  from  hea» 

ven,  compared  with  a  true  one  of  the  witnesses.-'^ 

The  character  of  the  same  aniichrisiian  chief  as 

drawn  by  David,  conformably  to  the  prophecies 

which  folltnved  after  J  and  to  historical  truth. 

The  vision  of  the  great  image,  revealed  in 
a  prophetic  dream  taa  heathen  king,  from  the 
time  of  whose  reign  the  days  of  its  wonderful 
an(J  great  revolutions  take  their  commence-- 
ment,  could  not  be  expounded  to  him  from 
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the  ettttomaiy  tesidmtes  of  art  and  delttsidil^ 
because  the  communications  necessary  for  the 
diviners  to  work  upon  were  with-held :  an 
irre^stible  restraint  having  been  laid  uj^on  the 
powers  of  darkness,  by  the  strong  hand  of 
Omnipotence.  The  interpretation  was  there* 
fiore  given  in  such  a  manner^  as  to  shew  clear- 
ly from  whence  the  information  was  derived, 
and  that  it  was  ultimately  designed  for  the 
comfort  and  instruction  of  the  servants  of  God 
in  aD  ages  to  come.  The  prophet  of  the  true 
God  alone  was  able  to  restore  the  evanescent 
traces  of  the  image  originally  impressed,  and  to 
{^ve  the  interpretation,  in  which  the  fates  of 
the  church  in  the  latter  days  were  to  be 
unfolded.  This  is  done  in  a  concise  and  rapid 
sketch  of  the  prophetic  history,,  which  like  die 
first  outline  of  an  historical  painting  passes 
over  the  whole  design  with  a  few  mastttly 
touches,  leaving  the  intermediate  objects  to  be 
fiUed  in  at  leisure,  and  the  parts  too  £uQtly 
drawn  in  this  first  de^gn  to  be  brought  for« 
ward  by  successive  additions^  a  bolder  pro^ 
jection  of  the  light  and  shade^  and  a  suit^^ 
disposition  of  the  cdouriog  tiotSt 
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To  sae  ^ebeaiity  and  foU  perfectk^ 
design  in  true  perspec^ve^  we  must  therefore 
itep  a^d6  a  Utde^  and  look  at  it  from  a  fre^ 
station  in  t)^  Tth  €:hapt«r  cf  Daniel ;  where 
we  shall  find  this  prophetic^  pointer  retoueh«» 
ing  his  work,  and  introducing  those  addidonsd 
lights  a^d  shades  -whi^;  were  wanting  to 
give  tte  requisite  character  and  expression 
to  the  piece*  In  this  chapter  /i^  same-^fmr 
universal  tnMarcl4es2i,Te  described  under  the 
type  of  four  beasts^  of  which  (as  in  tibe  expo^ 
sition  oC  the  image,)  the  last  rqpreseitts  the 
ROMAN  EMPtRS,  and  has  again,  for  the  same 
seasons,  engaged  the  gr«it6r  share  of  the  pio^ 
phet's  attention.  .    j 

"  - .  ■    '       _       ■       •  -   •  .    '.  ;        ... 

^^  Aftei:  this  I  saw  in  the  vkii)tts  of  die. 
mght,  and  behold  a  jowrtb  hmd^  drtm^uk 
and  lerribte^  and  strong  eMeedingly ;  and  it 
had  great  iron  teeth :  it  devoured  and  brake 
in  piec6s,  and  stampt  the  residue  with  the  feec 
of  it.  And  it  was  diverse  from  tdi  the  beasts  tbta 
nmre  before  it^^  The  three  former  emjiisM 
(as  is  observed  by  Bishop  Newton)  had  all 
been  such  as  some  specific  symbol  drawa 

VOL.  II.  T .  T 
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whtifaunto  to  compare  cheinu  But  tjie,  empire 
•f  tohk^s  ivhiqh  was  here  to  he  described  in 
all  its  statisMs  Pagan^  then  Christian^  and  at 
last  AnticbristiaHi  ^a$  so  exttaor^dr/  aod 
monitrotis  a  productio&»  that  nothzog  ia  the 
whole  Storehouse  of  tiaaire  could  he  found  of 
wffiqeat  vatietf  to  represent  it  by;  and  a 
production  of  the  imagiuadon  is  made  iip  on 
piirpojseto  be  an  adequate  emblem  of  it  The 
empire  oC  Romfe  was  tremendous  in  .war,  and 
eppreaavc  in  peacfe.  It  madf  fngfiS  prodigd 
f0ast€  if  hum4n  f^lood  by  congests  in  the 
timcf  of  jtbe  ridiig  gpreamess  of  Rome,  and  by 
barbarous  and  bloody  persecutions  of  both  the 
Jews  and  Christians  afterwards,  than  all  the 
fcrmei  cmpiros  htA  dlDne.  The  Romans  are 
always  distinguished  in  the  prophedes  by  epi» 
Aets  which  denote  great  strc^gtA^  ferocious 
cruelty^  and  the  universal  terror  inquired  by 
llieir  very  name,  to  which,  all  history  bears 
witness.  In  the  former  vision  Daniel  has 
fcpteseoted   their  prodigious  strength*   by 

*  Calmet  ilerivet  the  name  of  romb  from  ^9^  strengtlu' 
A  ao&N  19  a  weU  known  symbol  of  ttreo^h  in  the  Plabn^ 
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^  Lsas  o9  iitov,"  as  het€  he  fk/ems  tbe  use 
tficy  made  of  didr  pow«r  by  the  great  **  itm 
Uetb^  €ind  hoofs  of  brass  Mrkh  whach  the  %ea9C 
tore  ih  pieces,  and  destroyed  its  prey*  ^ 

■  • 
I. 

^  And  it  had  TEN  horns.  And  I  cdnsfc 
dered  the  horns,  arid  'behold  there  came  \xp 
among  them  SitiOthtr  JittU  bom^  befcne  whom 
three  of  the  first  horns  were  phcked  up  }>y^ 
roots.  And  behold  in  this  horn  were  eye^sMM 
the  eyes  of  a  man^  and  a  mouth  speaking  great 
things  * :  in  ver.  24th,  these  boms  are  ex- 
pounded, and  signify  ten  kingdoms^  that  ware 
}n  due  time  to  arise  out  of  the  body  of  thi 
empire  in  its  decline  ;  and  are  the  satne  which 
&.  John -describes  in  a;  ^milar  inanqer,aiKiarb&* 
ing  still  fixture  in  his  timef.  ^  The  ten  horns 

(cx^xii.  l?**— ^xlyiij.  14,)  Ai|d  in  other  proj^hetis  parts  of 
jBcripture.  -(Soe  ai«>  2  TiMg%  la^.  II9  &c.)-^Thiejtifi  horns 
jure  af^rsa^ds  e;|p9i^idpd  qi  i^  iin^msf  .aofwerable  to  ,the 
/^aio^  of  tbe  image* 

* .  How  well  he  hath  earned  a  title  to  this  character,  by  hi« 
insolence  to  man  and  blasphemy  to  Goi,  is  «heWB  Sect*  vu 
p.  24g,  &c.  •      .       - 

4r:^V.X?ii.  1?.      - 

TT  2 
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Hk^dno  kmgdhmasyet'^i^  9X  that  ttineth* 
Roman  emputs  wat  io  its  yigour)*  ^  But  tbiy 
are  to  r(^iiv€po^er  as  ^ngs^  q^c  hour  witb 
the  heasf^r — They  were  to  set  up  for  titiem^ 
fldi^rs  upoa  |he  weah^css  aqd  &11  of  the  Ro» 
nan  ei^ixe.  And  here  he^ns  to  be  plamly 
Clidcemiblethe  lutaw^ctot^  of  the  mhjclay  wkb 
tkcwigmal  ironi  in  tkff«t  and  ten  toes  of  tho 
imafi^e*    .       »- 

While  thus  the  prophet  Dtood  contemplat-r 
ii^  the'  strange  hieroglTphic  before  him,  he 
beheld  another^  an  ekventb  and  rnioMer  born 
springing  up  amongst  the  ten,  but  of  up  ordir 
nary  activity  and  vigour ;  for  he  quickly  made 
room  for  himself,  by  causing  three  oftbejirst 
boms  to  be  phsckedup  before  binf  by  the  roots^  f 

*  See  Sect,  i^*  p.  23.  and  SecU  xstu  p.  ISS* 

f  Thi$  18  as  remarkable  a  circumstanoe  as  any  in  his  ehaiao- 
ter*  He  still  wears  the  three  crowns  upon  bis  pontifical  £a* 
dem»  afid  has  ever  since  held  tenadoiis  possesaoa  of  the  three 
etatet  eehseJ  s^  by  fbe  fop^^  by  the  help  of  Pipin  and  Chnley 
the  Greaty  in  the  eighth  century.  His  being  stripped  of  tbeae 
territories  m  the  sight  of  all  Europe  (  Rev.  xiv.  10. )  a  &  ^  naonth^ 
agOj  is  a  strong  confirmation  of  the  opinions  I  have  haaEankd 
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sss. 

wA  usuirpiiig  tl^  phce.  htix»dlf.  An4 
lb?  had  moreover  ^  aspect  very  di&»» 
ent  from  any  of  the  other  horns,  (ver.  20) 
^  Hk  lo^k  tvfis  mpte  4tout  ikon  bis  felkwiP 
In  chap«  viii*  23,  he  is  described  again  by  hia 
imperious  and  ferocious  aspect,  ^'  A  king  cf 
Jierce  c&untenance^  and  understanding  dark 
ffintences.'—licfe  he  hafl.  attributed  to  him 
^esj  like  the  eyes  of  a  niany  atid  a  oioutli 
speaking  great  things  ^t 

upon  this  subject  in  the  foregoing  sections*  But  it  does  not 
follow  from  thence  that  his  allotted  term  is  hilly  e/pired  as  y«t« 
As  tl)ei3S  was  a  Ipng  tim^  for  his  rise^  so  some  space  (thoojjh 
not  so  long)  may  be  allowed  for  his  fall.  I  conceive  it  com- 
menced at  the  Reformation*    He  must  appear  and  act  his  pact 

some  time  (it  seems)  as  the  false  prppl^* 

* 

*  The  eyes,  and  the  mouth  attributed  to  him  are  marks  of 
characteristic  description  peculiar  to  this  politico  ecclesiastical 
Ung,  there  being  no  other  potentate  through  the  whole  scdp^ 
ture  designated  in  thi9  manner.— -They  mtist  therefore  be  an* 
derstood  to  denote  some  of  those  fartiadanttes  in  nvlncb  thh 
fUeJ  bimtelff  and  hU  ecclesiastUai  kingdotn,  or  the  scarlet  beast  on 
which  he  ride^  (Rev.  xvii.)— ar^  divers  from  all  other  kingdomtp 
and  other  rulers*  It  gives  an  idea  of  a  bishop ;  E^in^r^y  in« 
spector  ccclcsias.  One  placed  in  an  eminent  station,  to  over* 
foot  znd  correct  the  dqctrine  and  discipline,  s^nd  manners  of  the 
fdiorch  under  his  chainge,  which  some  of  the  early  bishops  of 
P!pme  did  in  a  holy  and  pious  discharge  of  the  episcopal  duties* 
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The  pro{Aiet  afiert9B]xU^re$U6^  txph^ 
nation  of  these  %ure8,  and  teBstts  that  ^  The 
fmrtA  b(asl  signifies  tbefwrtb  kingdom  ^^  (or 
uiB9^ei^  monarchy)  upon  earth,  •  Which 
<diaUi^ dinger sefrmi  aUiingdonUy  and  4uJl  de- 
<f  09r  Aie  whole  earth,  smd  Aa\\  tread  'k  down 
And  bi^eak  it  in  pifices.  And  the  ten  hom» 
iDut  of  ithis. kingdom  are  ten  kings  {or  Mng* 
fiom^  that  diall  arise.  And  another  shall  rise 
after  them  f  and  he  sbcdi  he  di^oersefrxmibc 
^rsty  (ten)  *^  and  he  shall  subduf  three  kings 
(three  of  the  ten)  *.  And  he  shall  speak  great 

But  the  prophet  here  (as  ^e  deflcription  shews),  aUudes  tq 
fli  ahue  ofthae  pfis  by  the  fopes^  after  the  period  here  assigned* 

*  A  8  there  is  a  riuie^r  of  opinions  amongst  commentator^ 
concerning  the  ten  Ungdoms  meant  in  Daniel's  and  St.  John'f 
prophecies,  and  also  as  to  the  three  seized  upon  by  tbepope^  bj 
the  aid  of  Pipin  usurper  of  the  crown  of  France.  To  avoi  d 
long  discussion,  I  refer  to  Bishop  Newton,  vol.  i.  p.  479,— r 
and  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  Observations  on  Daniel,  chap.  tii.  p. 
74,  &c.  Mede's  Works,  b.  iy.  epist,  24.  p.  7W,  &c.~rA^ 
ten  are  thus  enumerated  by  the  Bishop,  "  As  they  stood  in  th<j 
eighth  century. — 1.  The  Senate  of  Rome,  which  revolte4 
from  the  Greek  emperors,  and  claimed  the  privilege  of  chus- 
ing  a  new  western  emperor.— 2.  The  Gref.ks  in  K  atehna.— 
3.  The  Lombards. — 4.  The  Huns  in  Hungary.—^.  The 
Alemanes  in  Germany.— 6.  The  Franks  in  France.— 7i 
The  BuRCUNDiANs  in  Burgundy.— 8.  The  Goths  in  Spm% 
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w(frds  ngsan^  the  Most-High^  and  ih»k  te 
^^Hmgctiin^iottSlaws^  andtbey  tksSX  be  giTdoi 
into  his  ha»d|  ui^til  a  tioie  aiadl  time$  and  the 
dividkig  i>f  time," 

In  the  aghth  chsqpter^  some  additbasd  cir^ 
QUinstances  ate  thrown  id,  where  the  prc^ 
ph^  havhig  finished  his  descri^on  of  tfaeem^ 
pire  of  Greece,  and  figured  Alexander  thQ 
founder  of  it,  \>j  the  great  born  ket'ween  tie 
e,yes  uftbi  rtugbgoah  ,  He  says,  that  upon  his 
deaths  his  cmphre  was  to  be  divided  ainong)Bb 
his  four  chief  captains,  whiclh  is  expnsted  by 
the  wotds  **  out  ^  the  nation^  tut  not  in  bis 
(extent  of)  ponjber^^  nor  of  his  family.—* 
^  And  in  tbt  latter  time  (^thiirkingdQtnl\  that 
is  of  the  four  kingdoms  set  up  by  the  succes« 
sors  of  Alexander,  and  after  they  had  become 
subjected  to  the  Romans.--^^'  Wbm  the  traks-^ 

—-9*  The  BaiTOMs.'^-.lO.  The  Saxons  in  Britain.-<-Not  that 
there  were  constantly  ten  kingdoms,  they  were  sometimes  more, 
and  sometimes  fewer ;  but  whatever  their  number  was  after* 
wardst  they  are  still  calkd  the  <^  tbn  kings,''  from  their  first 
number***— 'The  tlute  usurped  by  the  pope  he  reckons,—"  Tht 
fimrelmu  of  Ravtimm^ih^  kingdom  of  the  Zrffj»^4&-— and 
the  state  of  Romt^* 
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gtesiws  ore  emu  to  tbefklV^-^^'Whak  the  uk 
bdieving  Jews  «re  ripe  for  dtKrucdcm^  and 
swept  away,  and  when  the  tran^gi>es80rs  of 
the  Ghristiaa  covenant  also  are  &r  advanced 
In  their  mystery  of  iniquity*. — A  ii^g  cfjkrce 
ewnienante  and  undcrstam&ng  dark  sentences 
shall  stand  upr  A  dealer  in  dark  mysteries 
of  fake  religion,  and  obscuring  the  light  and 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  by  forgeries,  and  Ij/ing 
traditions.  JXi^^Jierce  countenance^^ -^^^  the  look 
more  stcut  tbdn  bis  fel/ows^^^^yrtil  expresses 
die  intolerable  hai^tiness  and  turbulent  ^i- 
lit  of  the  roman  Pondffs.  ^  And  Ins  power 
shall  be  m^bty^  but  not  by  bis  own poweri^ 
His .  authority  as  a  temporal  prince  was  but 
tmallt  and  as  Ushop  of  Rome  was  only  equal 

^  The  prophet  here  (as  in  other  propheciet)  passes  oter  alt 
the  intermediate  space»^0fii^i&fMj^f£^  mfirc  of  Akxander 
Ae  GfttatitAe  Romanen^ire,  and  to  that  periodof  it  also  whes 
Antichrist  arose.  Because  the  fates  of  the  church  then 
were  no  longer  dependant  upon  the  Greek,  but  upon  the  Ro« 
MAN  Emfirb  :  and  the  intermedkte  eirents^  as  the  coming  of 
theMesdahy  &e.  are  made  the  subject  of  partijCidarprophe* 
des  elsewhere*  This  abrupt  passing  fiom  one  event  to  ano* 
ther  so  verj  remote^  has  occasioned  Grotius  and  some  others 
to  apply  this  part  of  the  prophecy  to  Antiochus  EFirHANis^ 
and  the  little  horn  (baa«  vii)  likewise  to  hioit 
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10  that  of  other  Ushops,  as  he  was  freqitcntly 
made  to  feel^  in  the  early  stages  of  his  usuipa-: 
tipns;  but  when  he  became  popjs  osr  univer- 
sal BisHOPt  bead  of  the  churcbi  and  supreme 
over  every  creature,  bh  power  was  mighty  ^h\)K 
it  was  by  usurpation,  and  not  of  right.  ^^  Ami 
be  shall  destroy  wonderfully^  and  shall  pro^ 
sptr  and  practice^  and  shall  destroy  the  mighty 
and  the  holy  peopled — ^When  he  attained  to 
the  summit  of  his  power,  his  tyranny  and 
liatred  of  the  truth,  and  of  the  people  who 
w^e  detected  in  the  crime  of  professing  it, 
soon  shewed  itsdif  in  actions  congenial  to  it,  iii 
bis  destroying  by  fire  and  sword,  the  witnesses 
of  Jesus  eddied  *•  holy^  in  respect  of  the  purity 
of  their  faith  and  manners,  and  their  heroic 
constancy,  even  unto  death;  and  "  mighty^ 
from  their  prevailing  interest  with  Gpdj  on 
which  account  Jacob  after  wrestling  with  the 
angel,  received  a  similar  name  *,  or  perhaps 
in  allusion  to  their  power  to  inflict  .  plagues 
jipon  him  spiritually,  which  St,  John  in  his 
account  of  the  two  witnesses  further  explains  ff 

*  Gen.  xxKii*  28.  .   .'  .  ; 

f  Rev.  xi«    See  Seiet.  vii.  p.  212*  - 

vol,.  II.  U  U 
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'  A  great  len^  of  time  for  Ms  Wickedndi  tb 
(iondhtie  land  prosper  is  intimated  iiere,  as  tfile 
£im6  i$  pyhly  expressed  in  chap,  vlk  25,  be- 
fore cited:    **  A ftd  through  Mi  policy  alsd  he 
shdll  tdusc  craji  to  prosper  in  his  haniT — A' 
modern  I^storian  cotdd  scarcely  iiaVe  desddb- 
ed  the  iiitrigiiitigv  soplusticating  spuit  of  t&e 
court  Aiid  thuirch  bf  kome  with  so  greit  ^ 
euracy,  in  so  concise  a  narrative.—**  And  Ik 
iihM^ki^mfyhifnse^inhis hearty  akd by 'peiice 
^bdU  destroy  many^^^-^j  cOrrupdbn  of  tiie 
gospel  of  peace  atid  salvation,  and  poiiohing 
the  liters  c3f  fife.— -Crying  to  sinners,  phoce^ 
peaccy  when  there  is  nt>  )5^af^.'*-^Tni'mpffi^ 
np  a  false  coveftant  with  deathy^^^i^tiz  ^**- 
dul^encies  and  pardons  without  irespect  f  b  ^th 
or  repentance,  &c.-^*'  He  shall  alsb  s'tafid  up 
agdnst  iheprtnce  of  princes  ^^^^^^  Again&t  him 
who  is  higher  than  the  kitigS  of  the  eairfli,**— ^ 
shall  be  an  Antichrist  in  every  fead  'sense 
of  the  word. — **  But  he  shall  be  hroiehwitb^ 
mt  i&a«^/."— This  singular   ibfethdd  of  hi* 
destruction  refers  to  the  vlsioii  of  th^  ^grtet 
image,  and  will  be  explained  afterwards. 
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In  order  to  have  a  full  and  complcat  view 
of  so  portentous  a  character,  we  must  procee4 
one  station  further  on  with  Daniel^  and  take 
in  that  more  enlarged  descriptiopi  whicji  oc-^ 
curs  ip  chap.  xi.  ^6.—^^4ndtbeking  shall  do 
according  to  his  wilf^  and  he  shall  exalt  bimr 
selft  and  magnify  bimclf  above  every  God^  an4 
^qll  speak  nkarvelhus  things  against  the  God 
of  Gods y  avd  sbf^ll  prosper  till  th^  indignation, 
be  aceomplrsbcd  ^."t— The  time  of  his  prpi^r- 
ugi  (that  is  at  lpa$t,  the  time  that  the  impos^ 
ture  and  wic]k:edness  of  popery  shall  m^ntaini 
itself  in  the  world),  is  here  denoted  by  aj^^/^ 
(as  elsewhere  it  U  determine<J  fey  a  dj^te^J^ 
the  duration  of  God^s  indignation  upon  the 
Jfws ;  the  total  ove^urow  of  Antichrist  and 
liic  rettoration  of  IsraeJ  being  always  insepar- 

•  *  Tbis  adcotint  of  the  tyranny  and  blasphemy,  &c.  of  An- 
tichrist ha9  been  explained  before.  Sect,  xviii,  xix,  &c.—- This 
mtimation  .that  Antichn^t  is  fof^otper  HB  theendofthe  indi^na' 
Hon^  is  not  to  be  taken  rigidlyy  as  if  the  actual  restoration  of  the 
JiWs  was  to  take  place  immecB^ktely  upon  the  decline  of  popery* 
Eteh  of  thq^  eVeiits  wyi  be  a  work  of  tinie  :  and  as  Anti- 
cbrist  is  by  the  cbfurse  of  events  wiliidrawn  into  the  shade  gra- 
duaOy,  before  his  final  overthrow,  so  the  Jews  will  rise  by  the 
like  m^ans.  tUl  the  last  great  struggle  decides  the  questlen  in 
fepth  casesk  *    *  ' ' 

V  V   2 
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ably  united  in  prophecy. — ^**  Neither  shall  be 
regard  the  God  of  his  fathers^ — ^The  Virgin 
Mary,  mother  ofGod^  and  queen  of  heaven^ 
(as  he  impiously  calls  her,)  and  a  legion  of  re- 
puted saints,  but  in  fact,  spirits  of  an  oppo- 
site quality  and  nature,  receive  his  devotions 
while  God  and  Christ  are  comparatively  dis- 
regsurded  *• — ^^  Nor  the  desire  ofwomen^^^-'Ot 
^ves,  alluding  to  the  celibacy  of  the  popish 
elergy,  a  source  of  infinite  corruption  and  im- 
morality, St  Paul  worthily  classes  ^^ forbid-- 
ding  to  marry  ^  amongst  his  "  doctrines  of  de^ 
vils.^^—^^  Nor  (shall  he)  regard  any  God^  for 
be  shall  magnify  himself  above  all^ 

A  system  of  faith  so  exaiislvely  c^ropt 
necessiyily  and  naturslly  leads  to  alMsm,  aa 

^  The  moon,  or  Biam A,  was  atleieiitly  worshipped  as  *<  l£r 
fK0im  9f  heavetii**  and  was  celebrated  as  a  ^r^ngoJdgssn  to 
whom  sevefal  ofices  for  tbe  beneit  oC  her  wovAii3|)eif»  were 
€oiisign6d«-«>^Tbe'Viaoiii  Mary  is  now  worriiipped  under  Hufi^ 
^amenamef  and  bat  tocoeeded  to  htar  fonctimst  if  not  to  Qn^ 
inroTftvcs  and  6ttf aearACr  m  hearow  T^oiveartl^  our 
liadf  of  LomtQf  our  L»  o£Mfi0taetfa!t~diiir  L.  of  Vhbing^ 
htm'^'txivr  L*  the  EgTptm*  &c*  have  Afireme  if  pHiden^  mJ 
mfiorkf.  And  the  same  distinction  of  local  superiority  ob* 
iaiaswithfef^ect  to  St.  Jambsi  smd^the  test  of  theeaiq^ 
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both  reason  evinces,  and  experience  has  fiilly 
proved*  Many  of  the  popes  were  professed 
atheists,  and  the  almost  universal  prevalence 
of  licentious  and  infidel  principles,  amongst 
all  ranks  in  popish  countries,  is  now  pro- 
ducing such  an  harvest  which  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  such  a  seed  time.  Brydone,  in 
his  tour,  with  just  ridicule  compares  together 

tribe  of  the  Dii  majoram  gentiom.  The  blasphemous  prayera 
to  St«  Thomas  B£CKST»  atixrbaleDt»  wicked,  and  ungrateful 
Tillaioy  *  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the  Missal  Secund.  Usum  £c« 
des*  8anim. 

.     Tu  per  Thomae  Sanguinem,  quem  pro  te  impendit» 
Fac  nos  Christe  Scandere  quo  Thomas  ascendit* 

By  thai  tame  blood  Thomas  for  thee  expended* 

Siisetts,  O  Christ,  to  BMren,  where  Thomis  bath  ascended* 

Per  te,  Thoma,  post  bevse  munera 
Amplexatur  nos  Dei  dextnu 

Thomas  through  thee  may  aB  God's  blesdngs  flow ! 

Yet  tbmigh  Thomas^  notwidbstaB&ig  Ui  tuitekot  tpA^ 
has  aowfoUy  estabiishodfais ekmto Mme  wonU^ m a  Mim* 
Avoa,  Cassanut  ia  his  Dialogaes,  L  Bi  c«  69,  reporu,  Qocitio 
Pteisiit  inter  magistros  tcntihta  fiais,-ftc.««*>It  was  a  qnestioii' 
iMdi  canvassed' aaoi^  tiM  dootoia  at  Paiii^whedm  BacitiT 

•  By  King  Henry  the  VIIT,  mshrined  and  unmnted  in 
St^tmd*  Sec  Burnet's  History  of  the  R^fonnat^on.  p.  244*; 
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libc  hcatlicn  worship  c^  the  gods,  and  the  ppr 
pi$h  adofatipii  Qf  tl^e  $^int9,  t^e  same  ritfs^ 
the  $amc  language  of  pray,er^  and  the  same 
images  and  temples  that  formerly  s^pd  foj: 
thp  pae,  arc  now  set  apart  for  the  othen* 

'  ♦  Tlic  eawness  with  which  their  predecessors  in  Rome  £tl 
warded  their  gods  whep  they  ceased  to  be  propitipujB,  is  perhaps 
even  exceeded  by  the  faxpijiar  inscHpce  of  the  pap^l  idpja^erf 
to  theirs,  for  fimilar  neglect  of  duty.— See  Bridone's  Tour, 
ToL  i«  p.  153  apd  159. 

Manyof  theif  chief  authorities,  among  whom  is  Thomas 
AQpiMASy  msdntain  that  an  imape  rf  Christ  is  ta  be  worshipped 
with  Latxia  (their  highest  divino  wmhip)  as  wdl  as  Chrisi 
icn/f/j^  «nd  that  images  are  properly  and  truly  to  he  adore Ji 
And  that  they  are  so,  Polydore  Virgil,  in  his  Treatise  de  in- 
veatione  rerum,  L  69  c*  IS,  admits,     '^any  worship  tk  very 

images  of  w(y>d  pr  stpn^,  hrB(9  fir  m«rt)Ie»  Qr  pic^turit?*  ^o.t  as 
ioanimrte  figures,  but  as  if  %he$  tad  V£^ ;  and  p^  mm  ^rusi 
h  tbm  tkm  they  do  f^  fihisff  fir  r^f  ^AfHTSy  t^  yfiiooi  they 
are  dedicated/' 

The  second  commandment  is  left  out  very  generally  in  their 
e>tf<:hiimw,  and  particularly  in  tine  etititk^^'ASusmiary 
€i  Cbriniaa  Ddcuiae^?'  pin«ed  ^or  T.  I)«  1£79^  Ifany  of 
vluoh  wert^zedaad  htma^  jafter.the  iko&rtri  vf  the  Pof  xsr 
Slot.  In  this,  to  xnafcetxp  the  nonjier  ten,  tbe  tssOih  is  di^ 
tided  into  t»i»  vdudi  atan4  tfaus. 

Miitth.--^yau  shaft  aotcottt^WMJfljktaim^ 
tttiq;  that  i«  against  chastity. 

,  T^th— You  shaft 90t  coyel  j^s^^^sfji^^  giMfifQfw 
ltkdL^fiist0tytfPcfsry* 
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^  '*  hut  lAbts  hiufe  shall  'he  hohbr  Ithe  gtii 
offorces^^  or  MaHuzzim,  go'ds  proiectori^ 
mediatory  sdats — ^^*  and  (thus)  a  god  which 
hhfMhiri  khe'iv  hot^  sMll  he  hVnh'r  ivith  gold 
niid  silver^  and  ivith  pretioUif  itoAei  andjileas^ 
6ht  thingf.^^  WfeU  inly  the  popish  MAiiiJz- 
tiii  ot  siaiiifti  and  imageis,  cveh  the  tiHross 
itself,  the  transubst^tiited  tvifer,  HA  ccmd-^ 
terfeit  reliqiies,  &c;  Ifc  tilled  a  gttdj  br  -objccl 
df  ^brshipi  whith  )&/>  yj/i&^rjrj  Ule  apohidlcS 
and  pttiphetsi  and  tne  jmttiltiVe  chri$ttatt5j 
^^  knenS)  hotP  The  p'ohi^  knd  hiaglitehcS 
olf  the  jio^isli  worshijii  the  tlumbfer  atid  ricfii 
iieiss  of  their  Vestments,  atid  of  the  bflfeHngS 
at  their  hallbwed  shritfes  bM  bttitdrites  &c. 

When  the  primitive  Christians  reproached  the  phibsc^hical 
ragaus  with  the  vast  multitude  of  the  rabble  gods  and  deified 
men  which  they  worshipped,  they  answered,  that ' "  Tliese 
were  ihi^frictuls  ^f  Xxoid,  and  M  t](6noiing  them,  Ihey  li(^^^ 
God  himaelfr-— That  iy  Ac  creature  thty  appr6ach^d  tbe  Gre* 
ator,  just  as  one  goes  to  the  king  by  the  mediation  of  his 
ministers/'  feut  bad  as  this  excus^  was,  the  ignorant  vul- 
gar could  not  pretend  to  it.  it  is  ^ell  knov^rn  the  papists 
p^ead  the  vevy  same  usas^n  f6r  the  m6dern  idolatry*  But  as 
we  are  assured  fr6m  scripture  that  it  did  'not  avail  eyfih  i%a* 
thens,  much  less  can  it  excuse  christians,  Rom-i«  20,  2I«—- 

History  of  Popery* 
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lie  also  shewn  in  St  John's  picture  of  the 
corrupt  church.  (Rev.  xviL) 

"  Thus  shall  he  do  in  the  most  strong  hoUs^ 
^c. — This  passage  has  employed  the  ingje- 
nuity  of  several  commentators  to  make  sense 
of  it  The  best  translation  seems  to  be  that 
of  Bishop  Newton,  of  which  the  original  is 
susceptible,  equally  as  well  as  it  is  of  the  com* 
mon  rendering.  ^  Thus  shall  be^  do  to  the 
defenders  of  mahuzzim^^*'^  {that,  is,  to  their, 
priests,)—"  together  with  the  strange  god^ 
which  he  shall  acknowledge:  be  shall  muUipfy 
bonor^  and  he  shall  cause  them  to  rule  over 
many^  and  the  earth  he  shall  divide  for  a  re- 
ward.^  "  The  defenders  and  champions  of 
MAHUZZiM  (says  Newton)  were  the  nionks, 
and  priests,  and  bishops,*' — the  militia  of  hi« 
Holiness ;  who  against  many  virtuous  struggles 
of  the  Greek  emperws,  establ^ed  (viet  armiS| 
in  several  councils)  the  worship  of  images.— « 
For  this  good  service  he  can  never  do  enough 
for  them.  His  strange  god,  smd  his  new  su^ 
perstitions,  and  the  privileges  and  immunities, 
the  wealth  and  dignities  of  his  cluiQ:h  and 
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clergy,  have  in  all  ages  occupied  bis  whole 
f^ieal  and  sagacity  for  their  advancement.^^' 
TJie  utmost  ingenuity  and  talent  has  been 
employed  in  nothing  else  but  inventing  fresh 
sources  of  honor,  and  gain,  and  power,  for 
"  tbie  defenders  of  MAHvzziMy^ 

In  ord^r  to  compare  Daniers  account  with'^ 
St.  John^s,  it  will  be  necessary  to  put  together 
by  a  brief  recapitulation,  the  whole  of  what 
has  been  collected  from  these  four  different 
views  of  this  mystic  potentate^  as  given  above. 
In  chap,  sfecond^  the  RoMAif  Empire  in gc- 
ilcr^  18  rfepi^esented  by  tfic^s  of  lRO*r,  termi-^ 
nating  hdovf  rxk  ftet  and  toes  of  c^base  cornel 
pound.     Chap,  seventh)  it  is  represented  more 
citeumrtantiaaiy  under  thef  type  of  a  be  ast  of 
great  strength  and  cruelty,  which  at  length* 
j^uts  out  ten  horns ^  and  soofi  after  another  /rf- 
He  born  6f  notable  activity.     In  point  of  time 
diis  production  of  these  horns  corresponds  with 
the  feet  (f  the-  image^  and  the  ten  toes.     In- 
diap.  eighth,  further  marks  of  discrimination 
and  cHaracter  aregiven  of  this  little  horn ;  his^ 
dicekiobkness  sf'  unrigbtfioufness^  cruelty  md'- 
VOL,  II,  XX 
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anticbrisiiamsm.'— And  !a8tly)inchap.eleyen&9 
an  enlarged  view  of  his  arbitrary  and  lawUu 
proceedings^  his  Luciferian  pride  and  hUuphe* 
tny^  his  atheistical  disregard  ef  any  God^  yet 
unaccountably  blended  with  ze^  nevmheless 
for  a  £dse  one.  The  celibacy  of  bis  priests^ 
and  the  magnificence  of  his  rewards  to  them, 
and  the  splendour  of  i&/x  worsbip  of  mahuzzinu 

In  the  Revelations  St.  John  has  givoi  an 
account  of  this  Angular  tyrant,  (with  some  ad» 
ditiOnal  explanatory  circumstances)  but  upon 
the  whole  ^o  very  much  die  same  as  Danid^ 
that  it  is  manifest  the  same  original  sat  for  his. 
picture  to  both  of  these  painters. 

Rev.  chap,  thirteenth,  the  beast  is  seen  fis^ 
ing  out  of  the  sea^  and  by  peculiar  m^ks  de*. 
clared  to-  be  the  emblematical  representadoa 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  to  be  still  fit* 
ture  (with  respect  to  the  drcumstances  of  this 
new  power  that  was  to  be  ingrafted  upon  it,) 
at  tbe  time  when  St.  John  was  writing.  Here 
2M'e  also  the  ten  boms^  or  kingdoms,  and  sOMi 
afterwards  the  iim^  ^ /i&^  ^Mx/,  answerable  to 
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the  little  barn^  blaspheming  God^  and  wearing 
§Mt  the  saints^  and  using  the  same  wicked 
policy  as  the  horn  did.  He  has  also  the  very 
same  term  vf  duration  allotted  to  him.  The 
same  mighty  power  is  committed  to  him^ 
**  but  not  by  bis  own  powerl^  as  Daniel  had 
said ;  for  it  is  a  usurped  and  pretended  supre^^ 
macy  •*  over  all  kindreds  and  tongues  and  na^ 
tionsJ^  His  zeal  and  exertions  in  support  of 
Ills  Mahuzzim  is  the  very  same,— He  main- 
tdinstfaeb:  worship  by  "  destroying  wonderful-- 
ly^  all  that  have  the  courage  to  refuse  to  bow 
the  knee  to  his  Baalim;  and  by  policy  causeth 
^aft  to  prosper  in  bis  band^  for  he  decdves 
the  worid  into  his  religion  by  false  miracles^ 
and  hy  peace  or  fellacious  pardons,  and  a  pre- 
tended covenant  with  death,  he  destroys  the 
souls  of  many,  and  to  say  all  in  a  word,  he 
^  stands  up  against  the  prince  of  princes,'*  or 
becomes  a  compleat  Antichrist. 

To  these  numerous  circumstances  noticed 

by  both  Daniel  and  St.  John,  the  latter  adds 

several  others  j  particularly  his  number,  and 

his  MARK,  which  as  they  have  been  discussed 

X  X  2 
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in  th€  course  of  the  for cgoiiig  sections,  it  i^ 
Vnaeccssary  here  to  repeat^.  But  th^e  i% 
cme  circumstance  very  particularly  instanced 
by  St  John  respecting  his  miracles,  of  wHch  | 
have  nerer  seen  any  account  given  that  seenw 
td  to  me  tolerably  satisfactory.—*^^  And  he 
doeth  great  wonders,  so  that  he  maketh  Jirc 
come  down  from  heaven  on  the  earth  in  the 
sight  of  men.  And  deceiveth  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  by  the  means  of  those  miracles 
which  he  had  power  to  do  in  the  si^  of  the 
beast  f. 

St*  I^ul  had  before  given  notice  that  the 
pretence  of  miracles  would  be  one  (amemgst 
many  others)  of  th^  signs  of  the  coming  of 
Antichrist,—"  Whose  coming  is  after  the 
ENERGY  OF  Satan  with  all  power^  and 
signs^  and  lying  wonders^  with  all  deceivable* 
ness  of  unrighteousness." — Both  writers  agree. 
as  to  the  nature  of  his  miracles  and  their  in-' 
fent^  being  only  to  rivet  his  owqi  chains  of  su- 

♦  Sect.  XIX.  pi  29. 
,  f  Rev.  xiii^  13* 
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per^tioon  upon  the  necks  of  his  Uiiid  ss^jfcts^ 
md  4>  **  cause  craft  to  prosper  inhisbtmd^^ .  i 

.  But  hj  6t  John  a  particular  mendon  is  mzM 
ifmt  of  the  miracles^  in  which  he  wa^  by  i^ 
quent  practice  the  most  expert,  and  whkh 
drew  the  most  unbounded  applauses  of  hb 
great  de;?cterity  and  power,  from  the  admiring 
bystander&u*  I  mean  his  trick  of  commanding 
Jire  to  come  down  from  heaven  m  the  earthy 
in  the  sight  of  men^  This  though  in  fact  a 
deception,  as  all  hb  wonders  were,  yet  ha4 
something  of  a  dreadful  reality  in  it,  which 
forbids  us  to  pass  it  by  so  lightly  as  some  have 
doiie,  as  a  mere  juggle  or  deceptio  visus  alto- 
gether such  as  was  the  blood  of  a  duck  shewn 
foj?  thiU:  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  the  ex- 
hibition of  a  portion  of  the  'Virgin's  milk,  suxd 
oth^r  similar  miracles  of  the  popish  sorcery. 

This  chief  miracle  of  the  man  of  sin  has^, 
been  but  very  indiiferently  explained  by  re- 
ferring it  to  the  lyiog  legends  of  St.  Anthonys 

*  That  is,  the  whole  antichristisw  worldy  ar  the  BSAsT-^the 
jpepresentative  thereof,  ; 
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Jire^  and  though  somewhat  better,  yet  not  sa-* 
tis&ctorily  by  the  pretended  thunders  of  the 
modem  ixx^ittrfrom  the  Vatican  and  his  mochm 
Ugbtning  in  the  popish  form  of  excommuni- 
cation by  bell,  book,  and  candle,  in  the  per^ 
fbrmance  of  which  feat  (in  impious  mimicry 
of  fire  launched  from  the  arm  of  the  Omni* 
potent,)  they  cast  down  burning  torches  from 
on  high.  I  think  this  iar  too  bw  and  trifling 
to  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  so  particular 
a  notice,  or  indeed  of  any  at  all,  by  the  holy 
spirit  of  prophecy ;  which  a$  has  been  seen, 
in  all  the  marks  of  this  dreadful  monster,  that 
have  been  given  by  any  of  the  prophets,  has 
ever  singled  out  those  by  which  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  church  would  be  intimately  af- 
fected, and  which  thereby  possessed  in  them«« 
selves  a  considerable  importancct 

.This  miracle  of  his  making  Jire  to  come 
down  from  heaven^  being  the  only  one  (of 
very  many)  which  is  particularly  specified, 
beyond  all  doubt  is  something  of  no  small 
importance,  either  as  it  concerns  the  propa«- 
gation  of  his  own  wicked  imposture,  or  as 
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the  true  doctrine  of  salvation,  and  the  safety 
of  the  futhful  professors  of  it  would  be  en- 
dangered by  his  dexterity  herein,  and  his 
frequent  exhibition  of  this  miracle. 

For  these  reasons,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
better  accounted  for  by  the  romish  auto 
DA  FE,  or  burning  of  heretics  alive  at  the 
stake  ioT  the  love  of  God,  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  popish  faith,  in  its  ancient  inte- 
grity.     This  is  done  at  the  most  solemn 
^times  of  their  religion,  and  with  the  most 
pompous  pageantry  of  religious  processions^ 
and  holy  incantations,  &c.*      The  whole 
purport  of  which  is  to  signify  that  though  it 
is  an  earthly  fire  by  which  the  wicked  pro- 
testants  are  consumed,  yet  it  is  lighted  at  the 
altar  of  God,  and  consecrated  to  so  holy  a 
purpose  by  the  vice-god  on  earth,  and  virtu^ 
ally  comes  down  from  heaven.'\ 

♦  It  may  be  considered  as  a  grand  lacrtfice  of  living  mdn» 
ip  honor  of  their  gods,  of  which  the  ancient  heathens  were 
more  sparing,  as  ii  dubious  of  its  acceptability  in  heaven* 

'  ^-  *^  They  usually  contrive  the  auto  to  fall  on  some  great 
fcstivaU  at  least  it  is  always  on  a  SuwoAr*    The  victims  are' 
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Ihe  ctf holies  who  assist  at  the  he^  so- 
femnity^  mrith  great  exdttafiion  over  the  ene-' 
imcs  of  the  churchy  firmly  believe  that  the 
sentence  by  which  the  soul  is  consigned  to 
the  everlasting  flames  of  hell,  is  hereby  as 
truly  earned  iato  effect^  as  that  which  com- 
mits the  living  body  to  the  tortures  of  the 
visible  fire.     Of  course  they  look  upon  this* 

dressed  in  habits  prepared  for  the  procession^  and  painted  with 
flames^  dogs^  serpents^  and  devils^  all  open  mouthed*  The  Je- 
suits* after  rppeat^d  exhortations^  depart,  telling  thea»  they 
leave  them  to  the  devils, who  is  standing  at  their  elbow  to  re* 
ceive  their  6ouls>  and  carry  them  with  him  Into  the  flames  of 
h^  On  this  aigreat  shout  it  raised,  and  the  cry  k — let  th# 
:^i^t  beards  k  mgde;  which  is  dpne  by  thursting  flaming  fufioi 
ag^nst  th^ir  faces,  till  their  facea^ari^  burnt  to  a  CQal»,  whiab 'i» 
accompanied  hy  the  loudest  acclamations  of  joy  •  At  last,  fire  is  set 
to  the  furze  at  the  bottom  of  the  stake,  over  which  the  victim 
xsU:hained  so  high,  that- the  top  c^  the  flame  sddom  reachie^ 
higher  tbai^  the  seat  they  sit-  oa;  00  that  they;sefQi  mhet 
roasted  tha9  burnt*  There  cannot  be  a  morelamentjible  spec* 
facie ;  the  sufferers  continually  cry  out,  while  they  are  able^ 
•*  Jifuerecor£a  per  amor  de  Z)/w,-^Pity  for  the  love  of  Gord." 
Yet  it  is  beheld  by  all  sexes  and  agei  tvitb  transports  of  joy  and 
saiisfactionr'*  Encyclop.  Brii» 

liie  english  cannibals  managed  things  with  more  tenderness 
in  Smithfield,  &c.  and  so  do  the  savage  indians,  though  not^ 
ipiite.  clear  of  the  censure  of  /pr/vri/^  their  pnsonera  befNne 
they  till  and  eat  them.  . .  '^^ 
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AS  a  notable  miracle^  and  conader  this  fire  as 
coming  down  with  the  fullest  warrant  of  au- 
thority from  heaven* 

The  frequency  with  which  men,  women, 
and  even  children  have  been  committed  to 
the  flames,  with  the  additional  pain  of  every 
added  contumely  and  insult,  that  the  most 
ingenious  and  savage  barbarity  could  invent, 
is  a  proof  that  the  burning  of  heretics ^  is  con- 
sidered in  the  church  of  Rome,  as  no  mean 
evidence  of  the  infallible  and  divine  power  of 
their  chief  defender  of  mahuzzim,  to  draw 
upon  heaven,  for  the  support  of  holy  church, 
hjmir^iclesj  or  "acts  of  faith.'**     And 

*  I  have  already  cited  several  instances  in  which  the  Roman- 
ists have  (as  it  were  under  the  conduct  of  a  spirit  of  blindness) 
remarkably  taken  to  tbemsehoes  the  very  marks  assi^d  in  prophuy 
io  the  Si?if9r«— To  which  may  be  added,  their  pretending  at 
this  day  to  tie  fower  of  miracles^  and  which  claim  will  still  be 
insisted  upoui  even  to  the  very  end  :  for  their  chief  juggler, 
after  he  is  robbed  of  his  tSxadem,  and  sunk  into  a  mere  paLsb 
FROPHETi  is  stiU  to  continue  the  trade  of  Miracles,  (Rev* 
xiz*  £0.)  flis  miittdes  are  declared  in  scripture  to  be  all  false 
and  lying  wonders.  Their  offering  up  of  human  victims  to 
Christi  is  truly  a  ^9onder;^^far  St  John  himself  long  ago  wo/j* 
deredat  it,  and  often  as  it  has  been  donci  one  cannot  help  dt&l 

VOL,  II.  "  y  y 
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the  horrible  hypocrisy,  and  unparalleled  cruel- 
ty, to  both  the  bodies  and  souls  of  the  unhappy 
sufferers,  (as  far  as  these  incarnate  devils  have 
power  to  touch  the  soul,)*  may  worthily  en- 
title this  master  piece  of  the  miracles  of  Anti- 
christ to  so  particular  a  notice  from  the  Spirit 
of  God.f 

There  is  something  of  this  kind,  indeed, 
ascribed  to  the  two  prophets,  or  witnesses, 
themselves,  but  with  so  manifest  a  difference 
in  all  respects,  as  plainly  evinces  that  it  was 
designed  as  a  perfect  contrast  to  the  miracle 
of  the  beast,  which  persecutes  and  destroys 
them.  It  is  declared  to  be  the  gift  of  God.^^ 
^  I  will  give  power  unto  my  two  witnesses* 

wondertng.''^Thej  themselves  call  it  a  miracle,  or  act  of 
FAITH  ;  but  the  scripture  warrants  us  to  set  it  down  amongst 
the  lying  wonders  of  the  beasts 

*  Matt.  X,  28. 

f  Burnet,  in  his  History  of  the  Reformation  in  England, 
ffLves  an  instance  of  a  subtilty  and  malice  which  cannot  be  sur- 
passed by  devils,  in  their  treacherous  scheme  to  entrap  Arch- 
bishop Cranmer  into  a  recantation,  and  then  to  burn  him 
immediately  afterwards,  thus  to  make  sure  worlc  of  it,  for  both 
body  and  soul. 
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—And  if  any  man  will  hurt  them,  fire  pro^ 
ceedeth  out  of  their ^  mouthy  and  devour etb 
tbeir  enemies^'^     This  is  manifestly  figura- 
tive, for  they  are  to  have  the  power  of  thus 
**  contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
smntsl^  against  their  antichristian  enemies,  for 
the  whole  term  of  1260   years;  and  how 
they  have  fulfilled  this  ministry,  by  the  word 
of  God  proceeding  as  a  devouring  fiame  out 
of  their  mouths^  I  have  already  delivered  my 
sentiments,  and  the  consumed  and  low  con- 
dition of  popery  in  the  present  day,  is  the 
consequent  effect  and  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
phecy.    But  the  popish  ^r<?  is  without  any 
such  previous  attestation  of  a  divine  authority 
and  efficacy  along  with  it,  and  a  reasonable 
cause  assigned  for  the  exercise  of  it,  but  in 
every  thing  the  reverse.     The  intention  is 
"  to  deceive  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth^^ 
(within  the  pale  of  the  roman  churchy  very 
commonly  meant  by  that  phrase,)  and  the 
whole  feat  being  a  ** lying  wonder^^  or  false 
miracle,  the  fire  (though  real)  comes  down 

*  Rev*  xi*  3,  &c% 
y  Y  2 
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not  from  the  true  heaven^  from  whence  the 
word  of  God)  in  the  mouths  of  his  witnesses, 
proceeds,  but  from  the  papal  heaven,  or  the 
iofijlible  authority  of  holy  church. 

There  appears  then,  upon  the  whole,  a  per^ 
feet  consistency  between  Daniel  and  St  John^ 
and  there  is  the  same  between  St  Paul's  man 
ofsin^  and  the  Uttk  bom  of  Daniel,  and  the 
image  of  the  beast  in  St  John.  Holy  David, 
long  before  all  of  these,  had  given  «i  very  to- 
lerable likeness  of  tlus  wicked  ovy,  in  his 
portnut  drawn  in  the  fiftieth  Psalm ;  though 
the  artbts,  after  his  time,  have  succeeded  hap- 
pily in  giving  additional  expression  to  some 
of  his  features,  and  have  thrown  in  consider*^ 
able  beauty  to  David's  first  sketch.  But  every 
thing  appears  difterently  to  the  ?ye  of  diffibr- 
ent  painters,  though  the  object  to  be  repre^ 
J  sented,  and  the  point  of  view  be  the  very 
same* 

**  Unto  the  wicked  Cod  smdy  what  bast 
tbou  to  do  to  declare  my  statutes^  qr  that  thou 
sbouldst  take  my  covenant  in  tby  moutb^^-^lA& 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


347 

pretends  hiimelf  not  only  the  church's  eye, 
but  the  church's  mouth  too.  Every  thing 
must  be  proclaimed  by  his  permission^  and 
without  him  the  scriptures,  and  creeds,  the 
fathers,  and  decrees  of  council,  can  have  no 
authority.  But  as  his  mouth  is  fall  of  Uas^ 
pbemies^  so  also  bis  eye  ir  evt{^  and  his  wboie 
body  ffiU  of  darknesr.^-^^  Seeing  tbou  batest 
instruction  y  and  easiest  my  voords  bebind  tbee^ 
In  the  old  translation  it  is,  ^^  ^^  Tbou  batest  t& 
^e  reformed^^^  And  m  either  It  is  no  slander 
of  his  holiness,  who  hath  resisted|  tooth  and 
nail,  the  reformation  oF  the  cHUiteH: 
and  smothered  the  increasing  light  of  instruc- 
tion which  shewed  the  necessity  of  reform  *. 
The  scriptures,  (God's  words)  were  not  less 
the  objects  of  his  scorn,  and  conitamely,  and 
persecution  than  the  protestants  themselves; 
**  Wben  tbou  sawest  a  thief  then  thou  consent^ 
est  with  bim.^^  It  is  probable  that  the  holy 
spirit  here  alludes  to  two  circumstances  worthy 
of  particular  notipc.  The  wicked  and  time- 
serving policy  of  Boniface  the  III,  in  con- 

*  &5e  Polano*a  Histoiy  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 
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firming  the  title  of  the  usurper  and  murderer 
Phocas,  about  the  year  607,  in  recompence 
for  which  good  turn  he  received  from  him 
another,  the  proud  tide  of  Universal  Bish- 
op, which  had  been  stoudy  disclaimed  by 
Gregory  I,  his  next  predecessor  but  one,  as 
a  mark  of  Antichrist  *.      The  other  in- 
stance is  that  of  Pope  Zachary  I,  about  the 
year  753,  hallowing  the  usurpation  of  Pi pin, 
for  which  pious  act  the  triple  crown  was  be- 
stowed upon  the  popes  by  Pi  pin   and  his 
sons.  As  these  instances  of  his  "  seeing  a  thief 
and  consenting  to  hini^   were  the  means  of 
making  his  fortune,  so  it  is  probable  the  loss 

*  The  complaisance  of  Gregory  himself  (o  the  Emperor 
Maurice*  and  afterwards  to  his  murderer  Phocas,  was  equal- 
ly ballancedy  but  he  lived  not  long  enough*  and  so  another  got 
the  reward. — Pip  in  the  usurper  of  the  throne  of  France,  and 
his  son  Charles  the  Great»  and  his  grand  son  Lewis  the  Pi* 
ous>  for  similar  reasons  assisted  the  usurpations  of  the  popesj, 
and  granted  to  them  for  ever  the  three  states  they  badsetxeduporu 
Thus,  the  little  horn  «  caused  three  of  the  ten  to  be  plucked  up  iy 
the  roots  before  ^/«,**— and  thus  the  dragon  gave  him  his  seatf 
and  great  authority** — From  this  penpd  the  bulls  and  edicts  of 
the  popes  were  no  longer  dated  as  formerly,  from  the  years  of 
the  reigning  emperor,  but  from  their  Q\yn  adyancemei^t  to  the. 
papal  chs^ir. 
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of  his  diadem  and  territories  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  a  similar  conduct,  in  the  fulness 
of  time. 

**  And  bast  been  partaker  with  the  adulter^ 
ers^^ — By  introducing  idolatrous  rites  and  the 
use  of  images  into  the  church  of  Christ,  the 
popes  having  shewn  great  zeal  in  the  defence 
of  their  Ma Huzz I M  against  emperois,  and 
councils,  which  strove  in  vain  to  cleanse  the 
sanctuary  from  this   spiritual  whoredom. — 
*'  7bou  givest  thy  mouth  to  evil^  and  thy  tongue 
frameth  deceit^ — "  With  all  deceivableness 
of  unrighteousness,"  and  "  with  the  hypocrisy 
of  liars,  having  their  conscience  seared  with  a 
hot  iron,'*  says  St.  Paul.     "  l^bou  sittest  and 
speakest  against  thy  brother^  thou  hast  slander^ 
td  thine  own  mother^ s  son.^^     Christ  will  hear 
of  no  supremacy  but  God's  in  the  church,  one 
is  your  Father,  even  God,  and  ye  are  all  bre- 
thren /*     But  the  Holy  Father,  and  head 
of  the  church  on  earth,  is  of  a  different  opini- 
on, and  will  launch  his  excommunications 
agaiost  his  Christian  brethren   with  a  fiery 
zeal,  which  (in  cases  of  spiritual  disobedience) 
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disclaims  charity  and  common  humanity  to  he-^ 
retics  as  mortal  mu  In  the  cause  of  holy- 
church,  brother  must  deliver  up  the  brother  to 
death,  and  the  parent  the  child,  and  the  chil- 
dren shall  rise  up  against  their  parents,  and 
cause  them  to  be  put  to  death."  Matth.  x.  2  !• 

"  These  things  hast  thou  done  and  I  kept 
silenced  The  long  prospering  and  practising 
of  the  antichristian  tyrant  was  a  season  of  for«- 
bearance  on  God's  part,  to  give  opportunity 
for  the  display  of  Christian  faidi  and  patience, 
and  to  shew  the  power  of  true  religion  when 
put  to  the  trial.  But  the  senseless  persecutes 
drew  a  false  inference  from  this  silence  of 
God,  and  he  still  continues  in  the  same  error. 
^  Thou  thoughttst  that  I  was  altogether  such 
an  one  as  thyself.  But  I  will  reprove  tbee^  ami 
set  thy  deeds  in  order  before  thine  eyes^^  He 
conceived  of  God  as  another  Moloch,  delig^- 
ing  in  human  sacrifices,  and  pleased  with  ido- 
latrous altars,  &c  but  these  are  the  things 
now  held  up  to  his  face,  that  he  may  read  in 
the  nature  of  his  plagues,  what  were  the  crimes 
that  drew  them  upon  him* 
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The  prophet  concludes  with  an  address  to 
his  deluded  followers  in  the  apostacy,  whom 
he  has  deceived  with  his  miracles  and  his  high 
pretensions,  as  the  successor  of  St.  Peter,  nay 
even  as  Chris fs  successor ;  that  they  should 
lay  these  things  to  heart,  and  forsake  the  dan- 
gerous path  of  delusioa  before  it  be  too  late. — 
"  Now  consider  tbjsy  YE  that  forget 
God." — Who  apostatize  firom  Christ,  and 
seek  to  false  mediators  and  protectors ;  which 
if  they  be  any  thing  better  than  dumb  stocks 
and  stones,  are  devils,  and  not  spirits  of  ju&t 
men  made  perfect.  ^  When  they  shall  say 
unto  you,  seek  unto  them  that  have  familiar 
spirits,  and  unto  wizzards  that  peep,  and  that 
mutter;'*  (in  unintelligible  sounds,  or  an  un- 
known tongue,)  "  Should  not  a  people  seek 
unto  their  God  ?" — (shall  they  seek)-—"  for 
the  living  to  the  dead  ?"  "  Consider  this, 
kst  I  tear  you  in  pieces ^  and  there  be  none 
t^  deliver^^ 
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SECTION  XXXIll. 


The  Roman  empire  Svided^  or  the  origin  of  the  two 
beasts  of  St.  Jobn^  the  anticbristian  idolatrous 
and  persecuting  ttoman  empire^  and  the  cburck 
hierarchy  and  papacy  engrafted  i^on  it. — Afar* 
ther  division  into  ten  kingdoms  in  catholic  obedi* 
ence  to  the  pepe.^-^The  union  between  them  eom^ 
pared  to  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay.^-^Tbe  ill  unu 
on  of  the  popish  errors  with  the  gospel  trutb^-^ 
The  papal  militia. 

TOretum  now  to  the  great  image  in  the 

second  chapter  of  Danid,  vAaxAx  at  the  time 
of  this  digression  I  had  brought  down  to  the 
LEGS  of  IRON  representing  the  Roman  Em- 
pire in  its  original  strength;  and  descend- 
ing  still  lower  into  the  latter  times,  I  had 
come  down  to  the  contemplation  of  its  feet 
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composed  no  longer  oi  iron  ahne^  but  of  a 
base  compound  of  iron  mingled  with  mirj 
clayy  and  a  partition  into  TEN  toes  of  the 
same  Aaterids.  This  is  evidently  designed 
to  represent  the  same  Roman  empire  in  a  con* 
tinuation  and  in  its  latest  period^  but  with  con<- 
siderable  alterations,  and  such  as  were  by  no 
means  to  its  advantage;  and  it  is  probable  that 
from  the  great  variety  of  important  additional 
circumstances,  gained  from  consulting  the  three 
other  viaons  of  the  same  prophet,  with  the 
as^stance  of  St  John's  explanation  of  them, 
(by  which  the  great  vacuity  left  here  is  filled 
upj)  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  what  is  meant 
by  the  miry  clay  blended  with  the  remains  of 
the  original  iron.  "  And  whereas  thou  saw- 
est  the  FEET  AND  TOES,  part  of  potters  clay^ 
and  part  ofiron^  the  kingdom  shall  be  divided; 
but  there  shall  be  in  it  of  the  strength  of  the 
irony  forasmuch  as  thou  sawest  the  iron  mixed 
with  miry  clay.  And  as  the  toes  of  the  feet 
were  part  of  irony  and  part  of  clay;  so  the 
kingdom  shall  be  partly  strongs  and  partly 
broken^'  (or  brittle). 

Z  Z  2 
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The  division  of  the  empire  at  this  period 
(which  the  prophet  here  mentions,)  **  the 
kingdom  shall  be  divided^^  may  allude  to  the 
power  of  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy  which  set 
up  an  authority  (in  spirituals  at  least)  su^ 
preme  above  the  highest  powers  on  earthy  and 
even  in  temporal  matters  became  a  very  trou« 
blesome  competitor  for  power  with  the  em- 
perors. This  was  imperium  in  imperio^  and 
luiswers  to  the  two  beasts  of  St  John,  of 
which  the  first  was  the  persecuting  anticbristi" 
^n  imperial  power  in  its  changed  form,  *^  ris- 
ing out  of  the  sea^^  or  constituted  by  election 
of  the  people.  The  second  which  arose  out 
of  the  eartV^  (the  common  figure  for  the  city 
and  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  whole 
concatenation  of  popery,)  is  the  ecclesiastical 
hierarchy  which  creates  the  pope,  "  the  image 
of  the.  beast."  This  may  be  the  first  signifi- 
cation of  the  division.  And  both  the  parts 
had  in  them  some  remainder  of  the  iron  or 
"Roman  strength^  as  appears  by  their  long  dur 
rjition  in  the  same  forms  they  took  at  the  time 
of  this  division.  A  second  signification  of  it 
may  be  the  further  division  of  the  Roman  etrfs 
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pire  into  ten  kingdoms  at  the  same  dme,  which 
is  here  concisely  hinted  by  the  mention  oitb^ 
ten  toes  oftbeftet^  compounded  of  the  sam^ 
debased  materials.  Of  these  (from  the  other 
som'ces  of  prophecy)  we  have  taken  in  an  en«* 
larged  account ;  whereby  we  obtained  a  full 
prospective  view  of  the  x-ittle  horn, 
which  arose  soon  after  these  ten  kingdoms, 
and  engrossed  three  of  them  to  himself. 

This  motley  power,  diverse  from  all  other 
potentates,  either  of  his  own  or  former  times^ 
90on  struck  so  deep  the  roots  of  his  authority 
amongst  the  other  members  of  the  whole  pa- 
pal empire  and  confederacy,  that  he  was  mast 
ter  of  the  joint  power  and  influence  of  the 
rest  for  the  most  part,  and  was  in  possession 
of  such  powerful  means  of  subduing  the  spir 
ritual  disobedience  of  his  refractory  crowned 
subjects,  tl^at,  as  the  prophet  Daniel  says,—- 
*'  the  king  could  do  according  to  bis  w///.'*—?* 
"  For  God  (says  St  John)  had  put  in  tbeir 
hearts  to  fulfil  his  willy  and  give  tbeir  power 
finto  the  beasts  until  the  words  of  God  shall  bf 
fulfilled^^ — This  kind  of  agreement,  however, 
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vw  cemented  by  imposture  and  ai]^)ersddo!i|| 
wIu:ch^  like  clay  united  with  iron  in  the  coin-* 
position  of  a  statue,  made  up  a  weak  and 
contemptible  continuation  of  what  had  been 
begun  in  solid  iron ;  and  was  not  (like  that 
noble  material)  calculated  for  eternity,  but 
contained  in  it  (however  disguised  by  the 
beauty  of  outward  paint  and  varnish,)  a  prin* 
dple  of  future  disumon  and  fracture. 

In  describing'  the  consequent  effects  of  this 
mixture  of  materials  so  unequal,  in  the  com* 
position  of  the  lower  extremities  of  the  image, 
there  is  observable,  in  this  place,  a  sudden 
change  from  the  singular  number  to  the  plu- 
ral, which  no  doubt  has  a  very  particular 
meaning,  as  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in 
any  of  the  other  visions  of  Daniel — ^^  And 
whereas  thou  sawest  iron  mixed  with  miry 
clay^  rHEt  shall  mingle  themselves  with  the 
seed  of  men ;  but  thet  shall  not  cleave  one  to 
another^  even  as  iron  is  not  mixed  with  clay^ 
— ^As  a  mass  of  such  heterogeneous  ingredi- 
ents cannot  form  a  compound  body  of  firm 
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cohesion,  so  neither  shall  the  mixture  in  the 
body  politic,  here  alluded  to,  be  such. 

This  has  usually  been  understood  of  the 
irruption  of  the  barbarous  nations  into  the 
empire;  but  I  think  without  propriety,  as  it 
does  not  at  all  answer  to  the  idea  here  pre- 
sented to  us  of  the  general  effect  produced ; 
which  was  a  mass,  whose  defect  of  firm  union 
was  for  the  present  concealed  from  the  eye  of 
the  casual  observer,  but  which  sooner  or  later 
would  shew  itself  in  all  the  weakness  naturally 
to  be  expected,  as  soon  as  its  strength  of  co* 
hesion  should  be  tried  by  the  impulse  of  ex« 
temal  force.  The  irruption  of  the  barbarians 
had  not  such  an  effect  upon  xhp  strength  of 
the  empire,  (at  that  time  already  in  its  last 
stage  d[  decline  and  degeneracy,)  but  quite 
the  contrary.  The  conquering  barbarians 
very  soon  tasted  and  became  fully  sensible  of 
the  advantages  of  civilization  and  the  roman 
arts ;  and  they  were  amalgamated,  and  -  be« 
came  one  people  with  the  conquered..  By 
sending  to  the  armies  numerous  levies  of 
bold  and  hardy  soldiers,  they  for  a  long  time 
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supplied  additional  strength  and  renovated 
vigour  to  the  effemiiiate  romans,  and  actually- 
postponed  the  fall  of  the  empire.  They  were, 
in  short,  so  beneficially  at  this  critical  time 
mingled  with  them,  and  so  totally  absorbed 
in  the  larger  body,  as  to  be  soon  undistin- 
guishable  from  the  native  romans. 

The  mixture  of  clay  with  iron  in  this  pas- 
sage, undoubtedly  does  mean  an  admixture 
6f  two  sorts  of  people  of  very  different  de- 
scription, and  with  such  an  effect  as  the  pro- 
phet mentions,  of  an 'intimate  combination, 
but  without  any  principle  of  cohesion  and 
unity  common  to  them  both. — ^  Tbey  shall 
mingle  themselves  with  the  seed  of  men^  im- 
plies as  much.  The  seed  of  men  being  in  w 
remarkable  a  manner  contrasted  with  the  race 
which  mingle  themselves  among  them,  yet 
without  cleaving  one  to  another^  denotes  a 
very  strong  opposition  of  character^  and  a  con^ 
trariety  of  interests  and  views ^  notwithstand- 
ing their  intimate  and  universal  intermixture, 
through  the  whole,  papal  or  catholic  empire. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


359 

Something  affecting  more  deeply  the  welfare 
of  the  church  of  God ^  than  the  irruption  of  the 
Barbarians   into  the  empire  did,  muist  evi- 
dently be  alluded  to  here ;  since   the  very 
mention  of  the  circumstance  at  all  (in  a  nar- 
ration  so   very  concise,)   is  a   sufficient  in- 
dication of  the  importance  of  the  fact  intended 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.     It  appears  to  me 
that  such  a  fact  may  bfe  found  in  the  growth 
of  the  influence,  power  and  wealth  of  the 
clergy,    and  the  universal  intermixture  (yet 
with  separate  interests  and  views  of  their  own,) 
of  the  papal  hierarchy  amongst  all  the  peoples y 
and  multitudes^  and  nations^  and  tongues^  over 
v\rhom  the  litde  horn,  or  popedom  had  thrown 
his  spiritual  yoke.     I  have  not  yet  seen  any 
solution  of  this  difficulty  which  appears  to  me 
to  correspond  so  well  with  the  sense  of  this 
part  of  the  prophecy,  (and  which  has  at  the 
same  time  in  itself  a  sufficient   importance) 
equally  with  this. 

The  clergy  in  general  of  every  description, 
and  the  innumerable  swarms  of  monks,  soon 
began  to  lift  up  their  heads  to  a  proportionable 
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arrogance,  as  well  his  Holintss,  ^^  the  servant 
€f  strvants^  And  quifskly  introduced  a  mul- 
titude of  clerical  privileges  and  immunities^ 
honours,  and  lucrative  distinctions,  (many  of 
them  very  aggravating  and  oppressive  to  the 
people)  which  created  a  separation  of  interests^ 
and  violent  and  ix^o^^vA  Jeuds  and  contentions 
at  arms^  in  the  ipaintenance  of  their  avarici* 
ous  encroachments.  The  higher  prelates,  (as 
so  many  lesser  popes,  each  in  his  own  dio- 
cese) held  the  people,  (and  too  frequently 
even  the  ipferiqr  clergy  (op,)  in  proud  and 
contumelious  contempt;  and  they  retorted  the 
ill  msa^e  with  interest,  according  ^  oppf^tiimity 
served. 

The  piurder  of  BECi^ET^aiichbi^hop  piQm^ 
terbury  in  his  own  church,  i^qd^t  the  foot  of 
the  alt^r,  iqx  \^\9  ingratitude  and  rc^ellioA 
against  bis  sovereign,  is  one  amongst  m^py 
instances  of  the  unharmonizing  principles  of 
popery,  and  the  precarious  union  that  veas 
kept  up  on  both  side? ;  bqt  psv:fipular)y  by  ibe 
proud  ^nd  overbearing  prelates  of  ft  corrupt 
churcht    And  the  rigorous  ^4  shaineful  pen-> 
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ance  wkicSi  the  popt  exacted  on  $uch  oeca* 
sb6fi^  from  the  dkobedientt  kity^,  id  »  the 
$aa9ie  time  a  proof  of  the  separate  interests  of 
th6  cbiiroh,  v^kich  be  indtistriously  inculcated 
in  tile  minds  of  the  clergy  in  all  the  kingdoms 
of  his  catholic  empire^  And  as  this  was  noto- 
riaiitisly  the  case  aoio^ngsl  the  highei^  orders^  the 
same  system^of  poficy  ant^the  same  coitoption 

^  iflotliing  can  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  pride  and  ambition 
•r  Xhd  ctdfgy,  th^n  the  qdarr^t  of  ^'^eket  v^h  Idi  benefactor 
Kid^  Henry  the'  tl,  and  the  counf^ni^^^  h^  iP^cevvied  frotA  th(i 
pope^  by  which  the  insoleat  priest  Wliis  able  to  humble  the 
most  powerful  king  of  his  times  while  Rwng^  and  compel  him 
to  worsh'^  him  after  his  death.  To  obtain  absolution  from  the 
pope  for  the  mUrd^i^  o^  Bucket,  in  which  he  had  no  participa. 
tioik^  after  bin^g  himself  upon  oath  to  liiany  hard  and  dis- 
graceful articles,  be  was  forced  to  walk  hare  footed  three  miles 
to  Becket's  tomb  in  the  church  of  Canterbury*  and  kneeling 
before  it  to  submit  his  royal  back  to  be  flogged  by  the  monks 
and  cfergy*  ^  Frktio  ah  e^copis  qtnnqtms  ctisns  est,  deinde  a 
mMacUs  ampKut  oaoginta  ternos  accepit.ktus  atq«  ita  soleraniter  ab- 
solutus  est." — says  Harseus  in  the  life  of  Becket.  *^  First  he 
was  scourged fve  thus  by  the  bishops,  and  then  from  the  monks 
he  received  aghty^hree  lashes ^  and  so*  was  solemnly  absolved/'-^- 
To  such  a  degree  were  princes  in  vassedage  to  the  pope  and  the 
higher  clergy..  The  king  of  France,  some  years  after  came  oyer 
on  purpose  to  visit  Becket's  shrine  upon  the  fame  of  i^r  many 
ndraclesf  where  he  paid  his  vows,  and  n^de  oildtionSf  with  many 
rich  presents,— jyAf/ory  ofPcpery, 
3  A  2 
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of  manners,  aggravated  by  more  barbarous 
ignorance  and  superstition,  had  similar  eflb:td 
amongst  the  lower  clergy.     Swarms  of  vicious 
and  indolent  impostors  in  religious  habits,  to 
which  a  superstitious  veneration  was  attached, 
and  under  rules  of  monkery  of  the  most  fri- 
volous yet  hostile  opposition  to  each  other, 
and  of  both  sexes,  mingled  themselves  with  the 
seed  ofmenl^  and  intruded  their  influence  into 
the  most  secret  concerns  of  private  families, 
as  well  as  into  the  mysteries  and  highest  ofli- 
ces  of  states  and  Idngdoms.     Yet  still  with  a 
steady  eye  to  the  interests  of  their  own  ecclesi- 
astical chief,    and    the   exaltation   of   holy 
church.     Nothing  could  be  transacted  >;dth- 
out  their  knowledge,  and  notwithstanding  the 
universal  jealousy  of  their  partiality  to   the 
pope  and  the  spirit  of  encroachment  by  which 
they  were  actuated,  yet  such  was  the  force  of 
superstition,  that  nothing  could  prosper  with-* 
out  their  participation.     The  master  key  of 
auricular  confession  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
crafty  clergy,  both  the  public  happiness  an4 
domestic  peace  of  the  people. 
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The  celibacy  of  the  clergy^  at  first  the  off- 
ering of  fanaticism  and  monkish  devotion^ 
was  soon  turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  pa- 
pal power  by  that  intriguing  courts  and  was 
made  a  law  of  the  church,  upon  the  most  se- 
vere penalties.  The  whole  body  of  the  cler- 
gy were  thus  in  every  country  detached  from 
the  ties  of  connubial  interest,  and  the  com- 
mon ideas  of  patriotism,  by  the  superior  force 
of  their  vows  of  canonical  obedience  and  duty 
to  the  pope  and  holy  church ;  and  their  claims 
(however  arrogant  and  unjust)  were,  without 
hesitation  or  liberty  of  private  judgment,  in 
all  cases  to  be  preferred ^  even  to  the  laws  of 
God  arid  nature,  of  which  the  pope  was  in- 
fallible judge,  and  could  dispense  with  them 
(for  the  good  of  the  church)  at  his  pleasure. 
The  clergy  were,  by  such  means,  reduced  to 
a  something  either  above  or  below  the  seed 
of  men y  distinct  and  separate  from  mankind  in 
general,  though  mingled  amongst  them :  a 
nation  depending  upon  its  own  chief,  and  re- 
gulated by  its  own  laws,  and  having  interests 
quite  foreign  to  those  of  the  country  they  in- 
habited, in  which,  moreover,  they  were  not 
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imfitquently  fiardgntn*  by  esttractiofi.  I 
GODcdfve  this  to  be  the  meamng  of  tfae  niarlt^ 
cd  aodthe^-^^THST  sbaU  mngle  tbemsehet 
with  /:<&^  sad  ofmen^  but  diey  /ift^i/  ma  tkavi 
9me  t9  mother^  even  »  iro^i  »  not  mixed  wit& 

The  effects  of  their  cakiomcal  obedience  to 
the  pope^  were  often  severely  felt)  and  jusdy 
beaded  by  both  princes  and  their  people* 
For  thus  the  pope  had  (midntained  at  the 
charge  of  others)  a  mighty  standing  army« 
entirely  at  his  devotion,  in  all  countries^  and 
under  strict  ecciesiasdcal  discipline ;  j*  an  en^ 
gine  by  wbicb  be  andd  move  tbe  world  at  bis 
pleasure;  and  he  himself  kept  the  key,  by 
which  it  could  be  wound  up  to  whatever 
pitch  lus  designs  required.     The  clergy,  as 

*  By  the  influence  of  the  court  of  Roiiie»  the  richest  Biih- 
opricks  in  England  were  often  in  the  hands  of  ItaUanSy  rending 
in  the  pope's  court. 

t  Thii  spiritual  militia  of  his  Holiness  were  known  to  be 
above  a  nuUioh,  under  oflScers  chosen  for  their  tried  attachment 
to  the  serriee,  and  superior  capacity  to  keep  the  mttions^  xa  4 
hlind  obedience^  at  their  own  expence. 
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history  abundantly  testifies,  were  the  tools  he 
wrought  with,  to  place  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  earth  in  absolute  subjection  under  his  feet* 
The  barbarous  Goths  and  Vandals  soon  for-» 
got  their  own  language,  and  adopted  .that  of 
the  Romans,  but  this  countless  host  of  priests 
and  monks  forget  their  own  native  tongues, 
and  receive  the  language  his  Holiness  pre- 
scribes ;  and  in  this  (and  no  other)  they  per- 
form in  all  countries  their  religious  ministra- 
tions, though  it  is  not  understood  by  the  peo- 
ple--^They  distinguish  themselves  from  the 
t^ AITV  by  their  habits,  and  modes  of  life,  and 
orders  of  monkery,  and  by  usurping  a  name 
of  their  collective  body,  which  implies  in  ge-* 
Qenil  a  pre-eminent  contradistinction,  on  the 
£matic«l  pretence  of  nearer  affinity  to  God 
than  the  rest  of  their  christian  brethren.^  All 

• 

*  Clefg7»  deri^  firom  the  greek  Cleros,  ^  the  portion  or 
iniieritince  of  the  Lord,"— -Laity  being  deriTed  itom  Laos^ 
ilepeopU.  Odi  profaattm  mlgas  et  areeo«*-'HoR«  The 
idiptanr  pvea  but  little  warrant  to  this  sort  of  affected  su* 
pitnacy  ia  die  divine  fawM*,  the  first  christian  ministers  not 
•sly  calling  themselves,  but  feeling  themselves  the  servants  ofy 
and  net  lordly  nikps  over  ihmrjhei.  (I  Cor.  is.  19 ;  9  Cor. 
iv*  5*)    The  flock  in  general  have  equal  title  to  the  diviii# 
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these  considerations  give  a  peculiar  force  md 
propriety  to  the  mart  which  the  prophet  has 
here  affixed  upon  the  popish  clergy,  that  ia 
the  society  of  men  they  are  the  same  as  mirj 
clay  mingled  with  iron  would  be  in  a  statue ; 
debasing  and  debilitating  the  compound  mass^ 
by  an  unnatural  mixture  of  materials  which 
cannot  cleave  one  to  another. 

,  All  the  marks  of  character  which  the  holy 
spirit  has  stampt  upon  the  objects  of  Daniel's 
prophecies,  are  to  be  presumed  relating  to 
things  from  which  no  trivial  effects  will  result^ 
and  of  those  things  the  descriptions  he  has 
gpiven  (though  in  so  very  few  words,)  are  ex- 
ceedingly strong  and  expressive.  The  eyes 
and  the  mouth  which  he  gives  to  the  littjle 

favor,  upon  the  same  grounds  of  holy  obedience  and  faith, 
being  called  **eket;*  (Col.  iii.  12;  1  Thesa,  i.  4;  2  Peter  i. 
10,)  *' holy  brethren,''  (1  Thess.  v.  27;  Heb^iii.  1,)  «j««^/' 
(Ephes.  V.  3,)  «  God's  heritage^  (1  Pet.  v.  3.) 

In  the  case  aDuded  to  in  Gen.  ?i.  2,  there  was  a  better 
ground  for  the  distinction  of  the  Bcni  Elohim,  "  eont  ofGodi* 
contrasted  with  the  "  children  or  teed  of  men,'*  in  the  piety  of 
the  family  of  Seth,  and  notorious  wickedness  of  Cain's  pos* 
tcrity. 
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HORN,  are  easy  to  be  uoderetood  oi  the  papal 
episcopacy,  as  that  office  (of  highly  veherable 
and  apostolical  authority  in  itself,)was  unwor-* 
thily  exercised  by  the  popes.  And  the  miry 
clay  *  thus  mingled  with  iroftj  is  not  less  ex- 
pressive of  the  turbulent  spirit,  party  zeal,  and 
unaccommodating  humour  of  his  clerical  par* 
tizans  :  which  in  all  his  disputes,  (and  against 
all  reason  or  right,)  supported  his  pretensions, 
as  he  in  return  did  the  same  for  them.  Church 
history  teems  with  the  brawls  of  lordly  church- 
men, and  rebellious  and  even  military  prelates, 
yielding  no  homage,  nor  owning  any  depend- 

♦  It  may  be  some  confirmation  of  this  interpretation  of  the 
MIRV  CLAY  in  this  prophecy  of  th  later  timet  of  Christianity ^ 
that  we  find  the  Psalmist  propheticatty  alluding  to  ihe  ^stressed 
staH  of  ihe  church  under  the  cffrasive  weight  of  tyrant^  ^  and  her 
deliverance  from  it,  ander  the  same  figure  oi  mire  and  clay* 
Thus  Psal,  Ixix.  2  and  14,  *  *  I  sink  in  deep  nurcy  where  there  if 
no  standing,  &c, — Deliver  me  out  of  the  nurct  &c.— And  Psal. 
xl.  2. "  He  birought  me  up  also  out  of  an  horrible  pit,  out  of  the 
miry  r/^r)f,  Sec. — And  he  hath  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouth,  &o  '' 
£zek.  chap*  xlvii.  11.  seems  to  allude  to  the  same.     Having 
described  the  increase  of  the  gospel  streams  issuing  from  the 
lanctuary,  and  healing  the  waters  of  the  sea,  he  says,  hut  tie 
miry  places  thereof  f  fhaXL  not  be  healed,  they  shall  be  given  to 
salt— See  Isai.  Ivii,  20.  where  he  compares  the  doctrint^^  of 
THE  WICKED  to  mrc. 
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ancc  upon  their  lawful  sovereigns  j  but  hold- 
ing secretly  and  openly  both,  a  close  corre- 
v^pondence  with  Rome  the  chief  fomenter  of 
all  mischief,  to  the  perpetual  disturbance  and 
endangering  of  the  public  peace,  as  well  as  the 
stability  of  thrones.  They  were  a  sort  of 
treacherous  allies  to  their  respective  monarchs, 
and  not  obedient  subje<its,  and  they  did  not 
give  union  to  their  councils,  nor  force  to  their 
efforts,  but  added  only  additional  imbecility ; 
except  when  the  aggrandisement  of  the  church 
and  popedom  were  to  be  the  objects  of  them. 

In  another  point  of  view  the  similitude  of 
iron  blended  with  debilitating  clay^  represents 
the  corruption  of  the  gospel  truth  with  the  po-» 
pish  errors^  which  are  as  irrecoticileable  with  it 
as  iron  with  clay.  Popery  holds  forth  a  sane- 
tuaiy,  and  thus  gives  encouragement  to  crimes, 
for  which  both  temporal  injpunity  and  spi- 
ritual indulgences  and  pardons,  are  to  be  pro- 
cured of  his  holiness  at  a  fixed  price.  The 
gross  and  palpable  absurdities,  with  which  that 
abominable  and  systematical  imposture  places 
the  most  solemn  truths  of  the  gospel  upon  a  k^ 
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vely  gives  countenance  to  general  scepticism, 
and  opens  an  easy  and  wide  door  to  atheism. 
It  has  been  the  principal  stumbling  block  in 
the  way  against  the  conversion  of  the  jfews  ' 
to,  Christianity^  which,  through  their  prejudice^ 
they  have  been  too  much  disposed  to  contem- 
plate in  the  disguise  of  the  popish  false  Dog- 
mas, palpable  deceptions,  and  notorious  idola-^ 
tries. 

Thus  like  iron  blended  with  clay,  the  migh-  ^ 
ty  fabrick  of  the  papal  hierarchy  and  spiritual 
catholic  empire,  contains  in  its  original  con* 
struction  the  causes  of  its  present  weakness, 
and  rapid  downfal.  In  fostering  principles  of 
atheism  and  of  a  philosophy  noxious  to  public 
security  and  domestic  peace,  it  has  afforded 
a  favourable  nidus  for  the  eggs  of  a  cockatrice 
to  hatch  in,  and  in  due  time  to  sendjorth  a  fiery 
fiying  serpent^  to  sting  in  the  most  vital  part^ 
the  parent  which  gave  it  birth,  and  to  be  the 
instrument  of  Providence  in  effecting  her  dis- 
solution. The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  as 
gold  for  value,  and  for  durability  and  for  it3 
all-rsubduing  strength,    like   iron.     But  i\\z 
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apostacy  of  popery  mingled  with  it)  in  so  krge 
a  proportion  as  totally  to  destroy  its  saving  ef- 
ficacy, has  rendered  it  in  thdu:  hands  a  com-* 
pound  worthy  of  the  prophetic  comparison  of 
iron  mixed  with  miry  clay ;  or  like  that  by 
which  Isdah  figured  the  most  corrupt  state  of 
the  Jewish  church.  ^  Thy  silver  is  become 
dross^  thy  wine  mixed  with  water.  Righte- 
ousness once  lodged  in  it,  but  now  musder- 

CIS* 
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SECTION  XXXIV- 


Th  kingdom  df  Christ  announced  as  cmmencing  in 
the  days  of  the  fourth  umwrsal  mmarcby  or  ib$ 
MOMAK  MM f  IRE. — But  fM  estoiUsbed  in  tbefid^ 
ness  of  its  power  and  glory  until  thift  shall  he  totally 
removed. — False  afprebensions  of  the  mjllmniti^ 
UM  as  past  already^ — Christ^ s  reign  on  earth  of 
slow  progress. '^Antichrist  not  the  only  obstruction 
to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth. — Both  the  past 
and  present  state  of  the  christian  world  inconsist'- 
ent  with  it.'^  Superstition  and  fanatical  entbusi-^ 
asm  in  different  ways  tend  to  the  jame  end^  in 
defeating  the  due  influence  of  the  gospel — Fahe 
measures  (f  holiness  and  spiritual pride^  still  ob^ 
irude  themselves  upon  the  votaries  of  delusion  for 
ehristian  humility  and  operative  faith. 

After  this  gloomy  picture  of  the  progres- 
sive degeneracy  of  the  image  from  the  nobler 
metals  to  irortj  and  from  the  genuine  iron 
which  prevailed  in  the  LEOS,  to  a  hase  mix^ 
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ture  of  iron  and  miry  clay  in  the  feet  and 
TOES,  which  represents  the  state  to  which 
the  late  invincible  empire,  and  formerly  pure 
and  exemplary  church  of  Rome  should,  at 
this  period,  be  reduced,  (and  in  which,  with 
little  variation,  both  should  continue  till  the 
time  appointed  in  the  foreknowledge  of  God 
for  their  breaking  up  and  dissolution;)  the 
opening  of  a  brighter  prospect  is  announced. 
— **  And  in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the 
God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall 
never  be  destroy edy  and  the  kingdom  shall  not 
be  left  to  other  people :  but  it  shall  break  in 
pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms  y  and  it 
shall  stand  for  ^v^r."— The  dawn  of  that 
glorious  day  at  length  appears,  which  St  Pe- 
ter admonishes  christians  to  hope  for,  in  a 
continual  dependence  upon  the  light  of  pro- 
phecy, which,  by  the  ministry  of  holy  men 
of  old,  God  hath  cast  upon  the  long  and 
dark  night  of  popish  tyranny  that  necessarily 
must  intervene,  **  until  the  morning  break^ 
and  the  day  star  arise  in  your  hearts.''^ 

The  kingdom  here  announced  is  the  king* 
dom  of  the  Son  of  David^  in  which  the  faith* 
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ful  still  expect  a  full  and  perfect  accomplish^- 
ment  of  those  many  sublime  prophecies, 
which  describe  it  in  such  terms  as  we  can- 
not have  a  perfect  apprehension  of,  until  they 
shall  be  expounded  by  the  corresponding 
facts.  Our  Saviour  said — "  My  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world," — and  no  merely  earthly 
kingdom  can  be  well  conceived,  which  shall 
actually  correspond  to  such  notes  of  character, 
as  that  it  shall  be  the  peculiar  work  of  heaven^ 
and  calculated  for  eternal  duration : — whose 
subjects  shall  be  all  righteous^  and  over  whom 
Christ  shall  personally^  or  at  least  eminently, 
rtign  on  earthy  ^c. — ^This  is  therefore  to  be 
referred  to  a  fifth  monarchy,  to  be  raised  up 
upon  the  ruins  of  all  the  preceding  ones,  of 
which  the  great  image  was  the  type;  and 
which,  by  receiving  the  converted  jews^  and 
the  gentiles  of  all  nations  into  the  bosom  of 
the  spiritual  society,  and  being  governed  up- 
on principles  of  invariable  truth  and  equity, 
shall  be  worthy,  in  literal  fact,  of  that  //«/- 
versality  and  glory  ^  which  was  ascribed  to  all 

*  Isaiah  Ix.  2i;  xxvi*  % 
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the  preceding  empires  only  in  prophetic  hj^ 
perbole.  Its  Xing  will  be  "  King  of  kings^ 
and  Lord  of  lords^  indeed,  and  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  habitations  of  mankind  upon 
earth,  will  be  the  only  boundaries  of  his  truly 
catholic  empire.  **  All  nations  shall  do  blm 
service^  prayer  shall  be  made  ever  unto  bitn^ 
and  daily  shall  he.  be  praised^"^ 

This  kingdom  of  Christ  is  to  be  set  up 
or  have  its  beginning  "  in  the  days  of  these 
lings]^  or  four  empires,  of  which  the  whole 
body  of  the  image  was  the  hieroglyphic; 
that  is,  (says  Bishop  Newton,)  in  the  days  of 
one  of  them^  or  of  the  roman  empire.  Jesus 
Christ  was  accordingly  born  in  the  reign  of 
the  roman  emperor  Augustus,  and  in  Judea, 
at  that  time  a  province  of  the  roman  empire. 
•*  The  kingdom  of  heaven,"  or  of  the  Mes- 
siah, (the  object  of  this  part  of  Daniel's  pro- 
phecy,) was  preached  by  John  the  baptist,  as 
being  then  very  near  at  band.  The  same 
holy  person  also  prophesied  of  its  full  and 

^  Fsalm  UxiL  15. 
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Jinal  estaUhhmenU     This  however,  (as  time, 
and  a  clearer  apprehension  of  the  prophecies, 
thence  opened  to  us,  have  shewn,)  was  not 
to  take  place  until  a  late  period  of  the  latter 
days*     "  His  fan,"  said  John,*  "  is  (already) 
in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge 
his  floor,  and  gather  the  wheat  into  bis  gar-- 
;?^r,"— (into  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,) — 
"  but  be  will  burn  up  the  chaff  with  Jire  un^ 
y//^;^ri&^^/if*"— Accordingly  Christ  opened  his 
kingdom  by  his  own  personal  ministry,  and 
established  the   foundation   he   himself  had 
laid,  by  his  own  actual  sufferings  and  deaths 
He  was  himself  the  first  martyr  to  the  truth 
of  his  own  doctrine,  to  be  followed  by  many 
more,  bpfore  his  Idngdom  should  ptevail  bver 
all  opposition,  and  attain  to  the  greatness  and 
glory  of  which  the  prophets  have  spoken. 
In  a  short  time  after  his  departure,  the  be- 
lieving jews  and  gentile  converts  were  mo- 
delled into  a  church  and  peculiar  people^  called 
by  a  new  name^  chosen  out  of  all  nations^  the 
first  fruits  of  the  future  harvest^  and  the  first 

*  Luke  iii.  17*  f  I*aui^  l^^*  ^^ 
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rudiments  of  his  then  diminutive  kingdom,?^ 
But  the  unbelieving  jews  he  burnt  up  %mtb 
the  heat  of  a  very  lasting,  and  therefore  fi- 
guratively called  unquincbabk  Jire^  as  it  is  still 
burning  against  that  rebellious  race,  even  to 
this  day. 

But  as  most  of  the  prophecies  relating  to 
this  subject  (of  peculiar  importance)  have  a 
double  meaning  and  a  twofold  accomplish- 
ment, so  also  has  this  of  John  the  Baptist ; 
as  appears  from  his  allusion  to  the  har- 
vest, the  common  emblem  of  the  introduction 
of  Christ's  kingdom^  in  all  the  prophets^  as  I 
have  shewn  in  anpther  plac€.f  Ther§  i$  y?t 
in  reserve  another  harvest,  an^  anolhef  a^ 
vent  of  this  long  insulted  king,  and  it  may  io 
our  days  be  ssud  in  the  words  of  Johq,  **  bis 
fan  is  (even  now)  in  bis  band^  md  kc  v^ili 

*  Our  Lord  himself  has  employed  several  parables  to  .ex- 
plain the  nature  of  bis  lungdqm.,  %l  growing  from  a  small  and 
scarcely  perceptible  beginning*  to  an  immense  ipag^^ude^ 
which  is  the  very  idea  Daiuel  here  gives  of  jt,  under  the  em- 
blem of  the  stone  which  smote  the  image  m  Itsfeet^  and  became 
itself  a  great  mountain , 

t  Section  xxviii.  p.  222* 
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(agaift)  purge  Hisjloor^*  ahd  by  his  atigds,  dt 
ministers  of  Frdvidence,  will  Separate  tte  an- 
tichri^tiaii  tares,  stilf  gf owing  amongst  the 
gbod  g^aih;  arid  gatherihg  together  the  tares 
Jirsl  to  burn  them ^  he  will  lay  up  the  wheat 
in  bis  kingdom  of  the  MiLLENNttJMl  Then 
will  the  kingdom  to  which  Daniel  here  al- 
ludes be  fully  displayed,  in  all  that /i/r//y  of 
reiigion^  peace  amongst  men^  and  glory  to  God^ 
which  we  have  hitherto  looked  for  in  vain, 
yet  without  foregoing  the  confident  hope  of 
its  being  one  day  eventually  realized. 

It  is  abundantly  evident  that  the  glorious 
prophecies  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  its 
stale  of  exaltation^  which  our  great  mysta- 
gogue  and  safe  conductor,  St  John,  has  re- 
ferred to  the  MILLENNIUM,  (ot  reign  of 
Christ  on  earth  for  a  thousand  years,)  have 
never  yet  been  fulfilled ;  notwithstanding  se^ 
veral  different  periods  have  been  actually  as-- 
signed  by  some  authors^  as  answering  to  the 
prophetic  descriptions  of  itj  in  the  Psalms,  &c. 
as  they  are  all  summed  up  by  St  John  in 
3  c  2 
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his  Revelations.*  For  Satan  hath  never  yet 
been  held  under  so  great  a  restrsunt  of  his 
power  to  seduce  mankind  to  error  and  sin, 
that  he  can  be  said  (even  figuratively)  to 
have  been  hound  In  the  bottomless  pit  for  a 
thousand  years.  Neither  have  the  too  suc- 
cessful enemies  of  Christ  been  ever  put  under 
his,  feet ^  by  the  silencing  of  all  gainsayers 
and  infidels;  and  particularly  by  the  extir- 
pation of  the  great  apostacy,  and  the  recon- 
ciliation of  the  unbelieving  jews  and  heathens. 
Yet  these  are  events  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  promised  peace  and  holiness  of  the 

*  See  (note  on  the  millennium  in  the  next  Section,)  the 
opinions  of  Archbishop  Usher  and  Grotiua. — Even  ii  the 
very  days  of.  the  apostles,  a  fanciful  system  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion (as  being  only  meant  as  an  allegory^  and  already  fulfilled 
and  pasty)  ^Qvz%  advanced  by  Hymeneus  and  Philetus*  (2  Tim« 
ii.  18.)  This  was  also  the  heresy  of  Menander,  who  was  co- 
temporary  with  Simon  Magus  and  St  Paul ;  9xA  taught,  as 
Irenaeus,  Justin  Martyr,  and  others  affirm,—  •*  That  his  dis- 
ciples obtained  the  resurrection  by  his  baptism,  and  should 
not  die,  but  continue  immortal/'  Thus  also  the  whole  history 
of  the  PARADISIACAL  STATE  OF  A  DAM  has  by  othen  ieen 
sent  off  in  an  allegory^  notwithstanding  St  Paul  so  fully  and 
manifestly  builds  the  hope  of  the  resurrection  through  Christ, 
on  its  truth,  as  a  Uteralfact.  (1  Cor.  xv.  22,  45 ;  1  Tim.  ii, 
IS,  2*0 
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world,  and  the  happy  intercourse  between 
heaven  and  earth  during  this  time ;  so  re- 
markable as  to  entitle  this  septenary  chiliad 
of  the  world  to  be  called  the  great  sabbath^ 
or  rest  of  the  people  of  God."^  The  holy 
psalmist  represents  the  almighty  Father  as 
saying  to  Christ,  (after  his  resurrection,  and 
at  his  entering  upon  this  Idngdom  in  its  in- 
cipient state,)  "  Sit  thou  on  my  right  handy 
until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstooV^^-^ 
To  which  St  Paul  alludes,  saying,  "  after  he 
bad  offered  one  sacrifice  for  sins^  he  for  ever 
sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God;  from 
henceforth  expecting  till  his  enemies  be  made 
bis  footstooVX  This  manifestly  implies  a 
great  length  oftime^  and  being  so  understood, 
it  agrees  well  with  our  Lord's  own  repeat- 
ed descriptions  of  his  kingdom^  and  the  ac- 
counts the  prophets  have  given  of  the  long 
time  that  was  to  intervene^  and  the  many  im- 
portant events  that  were  to  take  place,  be- 
tween the  commencement  of  it,  "  in  the  days 

*  Hebrews  m  9.  f  Psalm  ex.  1 . 

X  Heb.x,  12,  13}  Mark  x?i.  19. 
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of  tbeie  kittgdoms^^  and  itsfiiH  esUbiishment 
upon  their  total  destructioiL 

In  fact^  the  real  state  of  religion  in  the 
\7orId  has  hitherto  been,  and  still  continues 
to  be  strangely  inconsistent  with  tliis  millen- 
ary kingdom,  and  indeed  aflbrds  a  strong 
contrast  to  thosi  beautiful  pictures  the  pro- 
phets  have  drawn  of  that  happy  and  holy 
time.  Our  Saviour  foretold  that  this  would 
be  the  case,*  and  that  between  the  open  bos- 
tility  of  unbelievers,  and  false  measures  of 
sanctity  in  misguided  religionists,  the  few 
really  sincere  and  steadfast  friends  of  genuine 
piety  and  faith,  should  have  an  uneasy  time 
of  it ;  and  must  often  by  mortification  of  tiicir 
most  sanguine  hopes,  and  through  much  tri- 
bulation^ from  the  enmity  and  deceitfulness 
of  a  wicked  and  injurious  world,  eSpectto 
enter  into  the  realms  of  the  blessed. — ^^  Think 
ye^  (said  he,)  that  I  came  to  send  peace  on 
earth  ? — /  came  not  to  send  peace^  but  a 
sword  r — And  by  reason  of  his  fidelity  to 

*  Luke  xvili.  S* 
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me,  it  shall  happen  not  unfrequently,  that  **  a 
mans  enemies  shall  be  they  of  his  own  house-^ 
holdr'' 

Ghrist  was  undoubtedly  in  prophecy  an- 
nounced as  "  the  prince  of  peace^*  and  to 
make  peace  between  heaven  and  earth  was 
the  errand  on  which  he  was  sent.  Yet  pro- 
phecy holds  forth  many  strong  indications  of 
a  temporary  effect  the  very  reverse  of  peace^ 
though  the  final  result  should  be  conformable 
to  it.  But  our  blessed  Lord  was  far  from 
insinuating  by  those  expressions,  that  such  aiji 
effect  of  the  amiable  and  conciliatory  doctrines 
of  the  gospel  was  a  natural  and  necessary  con- 
sequence of  its  introduction;  but  only  th^t 
as  the  hearts  of  men  are  deceitful  and  cor- 
rupt, religious  %eal  would  too  often  have  the 
ill  effect  of  inflaming  and  heightening  their 
mutual  jealousies,  and  envious  passions  against 
each  other;  and  not  tend  (as  it  ought,  if 
tempered  with  charity,)  to  sooth  and  allay 
them. 

Quantum  reUigio  potuit  suadere  malonim  ! 

LucR.  K  i.  202. 


•  Matt.  xfx.  36. 
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While  holy  truth  with  haJy  zeal  is  $o\ightf 
What  ills  hath  counierfeh  reRgton  wrought ! 

To  pass  by  the  barbarous  and  long  per- 
petuated warfare  of  the  church  of  Rome  a- 
gainst  the  gospel  and  its  professors,  by  which 
she  has  fully  evinced  the  fury  of  her  anti- 
christian  %eal  for  God  ;*  even  amongst  the 
reformed  churches  themselves  there  has  been 
sufficient  room  for  censure.  The  hostility 
iand  heart  burnings  of  the  numerous*  sects 
against  each  other ^  and  of  all  of  them  unitedly 
against  the  establishment  and  church  of  Eng^ 
land^  (the  only  firm  and  effectual  barrier  that 
could  have  been  opposed  in  these  kingdoms 
to  the  insidious  designs  and  open  violence 
of  popery,  exerted  hitherto  in  vain  to  effect 
their  common  overthrow,)  have  been  very 
inconsistent  with  that  godly  simplicityi  mu- 
tual forbearance,  and  brotherly  love,  which 
are  inculcated  by  that  gospel,  that  each  pro-" 
fesses  to  hold  in  its  primitive  and  genuine 
pudty.  And  what  is  not  a  litde  remarkable 
in  these  religious  antipathies,  it  has  been  com** 

*  Rom.  X*  2\  PhiL  iii.  6, 
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tnonly  observed  that  the  mprc  trivial  and  in- 
significant the  difference  between  them  is,  in 
their  respective  opinions  in  religion,  the  more 
violently  tenacious  they  are  of  it ;  the  rancour 
and  bitterness  is  the  greater,  and  the  schism 
by  so  much  the  more  difficult  to  admit  of  any 
accommodation. 

This  strange  propensity  to  quarrelling  and 
calling  of  names,  this  endless  variety  and  fas- 
tidious caprice  of  religious  controversialists, 
has  given  but  too  strong  an  handle  to  the 
sceptic  for  his  sweeping  censure  and  general 
conclusion;  that  the  christian  religion  itself, 
in  any  of  its  forms,  could  never  in  reality 
have  been  a  gift  sent  down  by  divine  revela- 
tion &om  heaven,  (as  all  its  professors  are 
agreed  in  believing,)  seeing  it  hath  been,  dis- 
figured by  intermixture  with  the  most  gross 
and  notorious  errors,  defiled  with  fraternal 
blood,  and  been  made  a  never-failing  pretext 
for  holy  altercation  and  the  bitterness  of  party 
spirit.^    St  Paul  had  abundant  occasion  to  la-^ 

♦  James  U  17 ;  Si*  !?• 
VOL.  II.  3  JO 
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mcnt  with  t?ears,  even  in  his  own  days,  the 
eager  strife  and  unrighteous  emulation  of  dif- 
ferent religious  parties ;  and  the  shameful  and 
pernicious  perversion  that  even  bis  own  au^ 
tboritative  doctrines  met  with  from  some, 
and  the  open  opposition  made  to  them  by 
others.  And  he  declared  that  such  false 
hearted  zealots  as  did  then  already  abound  in 
the  church,  were  the  real  enemies  of  the  cross 
of  Christy  and  not  his  friends.* 

Many  similar  perversions  of  that  apostle's 
doctrine,  and  many  very  disgusting  traits  of 
a  false  method  of  sanctification  and  godliness 
might  still  be  pointed  out,  without  going  far 
to  seek  for  them;  and  there  is  (as  yet)  no 
great  probability,  that  the  christian  world  will 
very  soon  be  wholly  free  from  these  disgrace- 
ful blemishes,  and  guiltless  of  the  charge  of 
"  not  enduring  sound  doctrine;  buf  heaping 

TO  THEMSELVES  TEACHERS,  having itcbtng 

ears^^^  which  require  scratching  after  a  pe^ 
€uliar  and  secret  method  of  the  tabernacle ^  and 

*  Phfl.iii.  18.  f  2Tim.iT,  S. 
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in  proportion  to  the  individual  length  of  them; 
a  mystery  which  is  wholly  unintelligible  to  the 

UNINITIATED. 

The  bitter  war  of  words  between  polem- 
ical writers,  the  spiritual  pride  and  contemp- 
tuous self-sufficiency  of  pha^isaical  christians^ 
that  notional  system  of  religion  which  dwells 
in  a  set  of  technical  or  tabernacle  phrases, 
and  a  mimickry  of  certain  customs,  which  for 
a  while  obtained  amongst  the  early  believers, 
but  were  Tery  soon  abolished,  on  account  of 
the  scandalous  abuses  to  which  they  palpably 
and  widely  opened  a  door  of  entrance  :*  the 
affectation  of  spiritual  sublimities^  and  of  de- 
grees of  sanctification  and  inward  feelings^  of 
which  vulgar  understandings   can   have  no 
perception  ;  but  will  be  apt  to  refer  them  to 
the  same  source  to  which  St  Paul  does  the 
evil  enthusiasm  of  the  adherents  of  the  man, 
OF  SIN. 'I'    In  a  word,  that  profane  familiarity 

*  Alluding  to  the  AQ  AP-E,  or  Love  Feasts^  and  the  Kiss  of 
Charity^ — both  revived  again  (in  opposition  to  primitiye  expe- 
rience) by  the  Moravians  and  Methodists. 

f  See  Sect.  xi.  p,  285. — En^ys:x  ^Xetn^i  strong  delusion, 
*Ubc  energy  of  tIec<J>tion."  Between  this  ^nd  the  modern 
3^  ^ 
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and  colloquial  intimacy  with  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
which  some  conceive  to  be  communion  with 

Mid»}iM(»  (occulta  et  fraudulenta  circumvention  or  methodism,) 
there  seems  to  be  scarcely  a  shade  of  difference,  and  that  not 
worth  investigating. 

**  The  enthusiasm  of  the  methodists  and  papisti^^  has  been  ad« 
mirably  well  compared  together,  and  like  many  imagined  coum 
trariesf  are  (on  the  contrary)  very  nearly  allied,  in  many 
points  equally  glaring*  absurd,  and  disgusting.  Their  free 
and  easy  application  to  themselves  of  those  scriptural  phrases, 
which  arc  only  proper  to  men  in  visible  possesmn  ofnuracuhms 
fowers  and  gift*  of  the  Hdy  Sfiriit  (which  was  so  justly  object, 
ed  against  the  founders  of  this  sect,)  is  now  chimed  by  their 
followers;  just  as  the  papal  usurpations  'mere  9  by  right  of  long 
possession. 

The  wonderful  affectation  of  hunuSty  and  charity  in  this  mo« 
4«m  ou>ER.  OF  HELiGioys,  is  to  the  full  as  strongly  contrasted 
by  a  ftal  superci&ousness  and  a  general  spirit  of  contemptuousness 
which  possesses  them  as  it  ever  was  in  his  Holiness  :  while 
with  the  pretence  of  being  serHms  servorum,  (the  servant  of  scr* 
vants,)  in  his  mouthi  he  was  **  lording  it  over  God's  heritage.^* 

The  original  methodists  professed  a  singular  veneration  for 
THE  CHURCH  OP  EnglXnd,  and  its  doctrines  and  service; 
and  only  bestowed  their  godly  castigation  upon  its  degenerate 
cleigy*  But  now,  **tempora  mutantur^  et  nos  tnutamnr  cum 
iUis"  The  followers  of  the  conventicle,  feeling  themselves 
(by  the  progress  of  enthusiasm  in  the  present  day)  suspended 
by  a  rope  of  suf&cient  strength,  disdain  the  borrowed  plumes 
in  which  their  founders  strutted.  They  hav^  fairly  kicked 
away  the  stool  ot  formality  on  which  they  mounted  Dpi 
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God,  but  which  has  the  uhhappy  eflfect  (in 
their  fanatical  experience  of  it)  of  puffing 

and  hang  quite  independent,   **  in  superior  dr^*  like  SocraUs 
in  bis  basket.  (See  Aristophanes.) 

Like  the  Samaritans  of  old,  who  clung  close  to  the  jews, 
in  the  days  of  their  prosperity,  but  spumed  their  fraternity 
ivith  contempt  and  eontomely  in  every  rererse  of  popular  es* 
timation,)  the  modem  mahodisis  now  bestow  their /m^/ j^irr* 
rUity  pretty  equally  upon  the  church  and  its  miruitry  both.  They 
seem  indeed  to  have  been  fairly  outwitted,  and  made  **  a  cafs 
patv^*  of,  by  a  party  of  deeper  designs  than  their  own ;  who 
are  industriously  availing  themselves  of  the  methodutlc  ^al^  in 
ratling  against  the  clergy  and  the  church,  to  effect  the  overthrow 
of  both  church  and  state,  hy  sap  and  mine. 

It  has  been  objected  to  tlie  methodists,  (especially  of  the 
lower  claesesy)  that  they  have  received  an  enoneous  impression 
of  the  doctrines  of  •*  free  grace,*' — **  faith  without 
WORKS,''  &c« — and  how  justly  the  imputation  has  been  made* 
is  obviously  to  be  concluded  from  the  inducriminate  opening  of 
f heir  pulpits  to  improper  and  unqualified  expounders;  but  is 
made  more  than  merely  probable,  by  the  loose  adherence  of 
too  many  of  these  vulgar  saints,  (in  real  practice,  and  la 
the  relative  connections  and  obligations  of  social  lifctj  to  sound 
moral  principle*  Their  equivocal  righteousness,  deceitful  sane* 
tity,  gotten  hearted  fidelity,  fulsome  and  false  professions  of 
fhristian  regards  to  them  thai  are  without:  in  short,  their  ill  ob* 
servance  of  the  gospel  precepts  of  *<  doing  as  they  would  be 
done  by,  in  singleness  of  heart ; — in  respect  of  eye  service,— • 
fairness  in  dealing, — modestj  of  self  opinion, — and  abstaining 
Irpm  unprpvpked  contempt  of  others,— detraction,  and  an  un* 
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such  a  bloated  and  firbidding  aspect^  ts  bvites 
not  a  nearer  approach  bj-that  method  of  ac-* 

CC88.* 


*  la  some  well  written  itrictum  on  the  Potpxr,  wiuch 
are  published  in  the  National  Register  under  the  signatiire  of 
On EsiMUs«  the  writer  by  some  extracts  from  the  *'  Poetrai* 
TuaE  OF  Methodism/'  has  laid  open  several  of  the  mcibodU' 
tk  decepim  arts  by  which  their  Jackals  hunt  their  prey,  and  in- 
veigle converts  from  the  superstitious  and  weak  to  their  mul- 
titudinous fanatiscism.     In  the  xxii  number,  he  continues  thus. 

Methodism  has  some  culpabilities  still  less  justifiable-— 
Amongst  their  indirect  modes  of  propagating  methodism,  the 
WEtftEYANs  not  only'  continue  to  use  the  liturgy  of  the 
churchyroiif  whose  commumon  they  have  separated^  and  thus  d$eoy 
and  decnve  the  members  of  it ;  but  contrive  to  name  their  places 
of  worship  so,  as  to  induce  some  persons  to  believe  that  they 
are  the  «  anct  v  aeie  s  of  the  establishment  itself.  Who  would 
not  suppose  that  ^  Lamsetm  Cnafel/'  for  exampk^s  site 
looking  at  the  situation  and  dignity  of  this  buildings  was  one 
of  our  chapeb  of  ease^  and  actually  attached  to  the  church  ?— 
Lambeth  Chapel  is  however  a  methodist  chafbi* 

How  the  methodists  of  the  present  day  can  persist  in  call- 
ing themselves  members  of  the  church  of  England,  (observe 
the  author  of  the  Portraiture  of  Methodism,)  I  cannot 
tdL — When  (he  asks)  will  they  ky  aside  th^ir  dmik  decing^ 
It  is  impossible  but  tii»t  ti^  Wesfeyan  metbodisls,  amounting 
in  number  to  about  134,000  individuals,  (besides  their  pieach- 
ors,)  in  the  united  kingdom  only,  mustv  espepally  when  tbdr 
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IThe  blmisbei  x^i  such  a  fanciful  and  super- 
cilious system  of  godliness,  are  of  such  a  na- 
ture, as  to  strike  the  observation,  and  disgust 
the  understanding  of  persons  not  very  much 
disposed  to  enthusiastic  reveries ;  but  its  beau^ 
tks  are  such  as  can  only  be  seen  by  the  tnitU 
ated;  and  the  advantages  it  may  possess  above  • 
the  regular  service  of  the  church,  towards  the 
promotion  of  genuine  piety,  real  <^harity,  and 
the  sound  knowkdge  of  Christ  crucified^  are 
such  as  cannot  be  described  but  only  in  tech^ 
nical  terms  of  art^  not  very  generally  intelli- 
gible, and  not  to  be  communicated  but  by 
sympathy:  and  that  also  only  to  the  happy 

cbnstitution  is  well  considered^  Ueome  oljicts  ofpoMcal  soUcltuJi 
as  well  as  of  religiitus  note. — Methodism  is,  indeed,  more  com-  ^ 
pletely  systematised  than  is  generally  supposed ;  and  its  go- 
vernment, by  the  conference  of  its  ministers  annually  convened, 
it  little  short  of  absolute. — The  whole  kingdom  is  divided  into 
districts  and  circuits,  answering  to  the  episcopal  dioceses  and 
pariahes,  through  which,  aiding  the  exertions  of  local  preach* 
ers.  upwards  of  500  travelling  preachers  constantly  take  their 
rounds.-— What  an  astonishing  community  is  here  !  —While  it 
it  for  the  church  to  watch  than^  the  state  ought  to  keep  an  eye 
•ff  them.  Political  circumspection  seem^  not  to  incompatible 
with  a  wise  religious  tol£k.ation."  . 

VOL*  IT.  3  E 
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sodality  which  has  sensibilities  Capable  of  be- 
ing wound  up  to  the  required  pitch*-~ 

'*  By  beat  of  drummer  methddistic, 

Who  thumps  witijisti  iiistea4  of  his-rtxck.** 

HxU>IBfcl89« 

Religious  divisions  indeed  are  so  very  nu- 
merous, and  the  alledgcd  causes  of  dissent 
from  the  established  church  so  generally  un- 
important, and  at  the  same  time  the  envy  and 
malevolence  of  many  sectaries  so  notorious, 
yet  without  any  greater  concord,  or  more  ef- 
fectual bond  of  union  amongst  themselves ; 
that  it  has  given,  even  to  the  catholics,  an 
handle  to  charge  the  protestants  in  general, 
ivith  unreasonable  and  needless  schism^  in  hav^ 
ing  broken  0from  communion  with  the  cburcb 
of  Rome^  (the  original  and  only  true  church,  a$ 
they  pretend,)  since  the  separatists,  even  to 
this  day,  cannot  agree  amongst  themselves.* 
This  censure,  however,  is  not  altc^cther  jus*- 
tifiable  in  their  mouths,  since  even  under  the 

*  «  Ego  pmnibua  teittatiSi  iiM  liktvtilo  in  quo  acqmeieere 
pessim;  O  me  nunqiiam  sapientefti  l^'-i>-*Cicero  Epist,  ad  Octat. 

«<  I  try  all,  but  find  none  that  aSbrd  me  entire  satisfaction; 
Alas !  ihall  I  never  attain  to  wiidom.^' 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


393 

iroa  rod  of  papsJ  coercion,  and  the  terrors  of 
the  inquisitiotj,  the  catholics  themselves  are 
£air  froiu  ^  keeping  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace  ^  in  their  own  communion.* 

The  reformacion  of  the  church  of  England 
was  a  work  of  time  and  of  mature  delibera- 
tion. It  was  for  the  most  part  conducted  by 
wise  and  temperate  councils,  and  advanced 
hy  slow  degrees,  in  the  hands  of  many  godly 
and  learned  men,  who  sealed  their  conviction 
of  its  fidelity  to  the  gospel,  and  to  the  usages 
of  the  primitive  church,  by  their  own  mar- 
tyrdom.     That  cruel  and  capricious  tyrant, 

*  The  church  of  Rome  is  no  more  free  from  religious  divi- 
sion tbaa  tihe  cburchftA  of  cKe  protestants,  or  ev^n  the  primitive 
churches  have  been.  (1  Cor.  iii.  3;  xi.  18;  Rom.  xvi.  I7.) 
One  Infallible  pope  hath  contradicted  another,  and  several  have 
contradicted  General  Councils.  Martin  the  V.  held  with 
the  council  of  Cokstamcc*  and  Eugewjus  tlie  IV.  with 
those  of  Fkrrara  AND  Florence  against  the  former.  The 
decrees  of  Pope  Fortwosus  were  disannntled  by  Pope  Ste- 
f  HANtfSy  and  his  by  aAother,  his  successor. — Tlie  Dkc&ees 
AND DfrCRB-TALs  difie^t the CaItonists  and  Gj^ossaries are  at 
odds,  the  Schoolmen  are  divided  into  Sects,  and  the  Monks 
have  even  become  martyrs  to  their  great  controversy  of  the  im- 
maculate* CONCEPTION  OF  THE  VlRGIN. 

Hist,  of  Popery  i  vol.  ii.  23*. 
3  8  2 
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Henry  the  VIII,  was  merely  an  instrum^it  la 
the  hand  of  providence  to  bring  it  about.   And 
in  this  manner  temporary  and  partial  evil  lE 
often  providentially   made   use  of  by  divine 
wisdom,  which  is  able  to  give  such  a  direction 
to  the  evil  passions  of  bad  men,  that  they  be- 
come a  source  of  great  and  permanent  good. 
Henry  robbed  the  pope  of  his  supremacy  and 
infallibility  too,  but  it  was  only  that  he  might 
decorate  himself  with  these  envied  spoils  of 
his  vanquished  enemy.     He  m^de  his  own 
fluctuating  opinion  the  common  staadard  of 
faith  for  all  his  subjects,  and  with  great  ve- 
hemence and  dictatorial  zeal  he  wrote,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and 
bloodily  persecuted  both  parties.   With  a  case- 
hardened  heart,  but  most  tender  conscience,  a 
flaming  love  of  God,  and  anxious  regard  for 
souls,  he  sometimes  burned  both  a  catholic 
and  a  protestant  at  one  stalfe,  for  their  differr 
ent  modes  of  heretical  pravity  in  dissenting 
from  the  faith  of  the  head  of  the  church** 

♦  See  Burnet's  Histoxy  of  the  Reformation  in  England, 
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This  was  farin^ng  truth  through  the  fire 
with  a  witness.      Yelt  it  probably  had  the 
good  effect  of  wholly  purifying  the  genuine 
gold  of  the  gospel  from  much  dross,  which 
still  remained  mixed  with  the  precious  ore  in 
other  countries,   in ,  consequence  of  the  too 
rash  and  precipitate  measures  taken  for  the 
refining  of  it.      The  church  of  England,  by 
having  passed  through  so  severe  a  scrutiny, 
and  so  long  and  full  a  discussion  of  its  claims 
to  original  purity^  has  not  stood  in  need  of  thosje 
subsequent  amendments,  which  several  offici- 
pus  firiends  (or  rather  enemies  in  disguise,) 
would  at  di^erent  times  have  obtruded  upon 
it,  by  absurd  and  fancifur  alterations  of  its 
e:s:cellent  Liturgy,     gut  the  new  Liturgies 
failed  not  to  bring  their  own  condemnation 
along  with  ihenji,  ypon  the  slightest  compa- 
rison with   the   inimitable  ^^  form  of  sound 
words'*  which  still  constitutes  the  service  of 
the  church.* 

♦  The  church  of  England,  in  its  present  state,  is  every  way 
{entitled  to  the  encoimum  which  Rogers,  in  his  strong  language 
jiias  bestowed  upon  it : — '*  A  church  whose  doctrines  are  df - 
fived  itQx^  the  c]^;»r  fpuntaius  pf  the  scripturey  whose  poji^ j 
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To  mipds  really  ^sposed  to  pray^  mth  a 
spirit  of  trae  penitence  and  £itth^  die  service 
of  the  church  of  England  combines  the  high** 
est  fervor  of  afiectionate  gratitude  to  God, 
with  a  well  chosen  assortment  of  words,  and 
a  becoming  dignity  of  expression ;  a  glow<« 
ing  ][Hety  with  the  beauty  of  holiness.  It  can 
only  be  unedtfying,  flat  and  cold  to  minds 
whose  spiritual  sense  is  benumbed,  and  re- 
quires a  strong  stimulus  of  fanaticism  to  move 
it,  like  an  electrical  excitement,  but  very  re- 
motely allied  to  rational  oAd  genuine  piety«^ 

and  discipline  are  formed  upon  the  most  uncomipted  models 
of  aotiquitjy  whidi  hts  Blood  unshaken  by  the  most  foiioas 
assaults  of  popery  on  the  one  handy  and  faaatkifim]  on  the 
other ;  has  triumphed  oirer  all  the  arguments  of  its  enemies* 
and  has  nothing  now  to  contend  with  but  their  sland£&8 

and  CALUMNIES." 

*  Fanatical  enthusiasm  (it  seems)  passes  for  godliness  in  all 
religionsi  wth  m'mds  of  a  peculiar  cast*  Baron  de  Tott  gives 
a  curious  account  of  a  sort  of  religious  devotees  among  the 
Turks,  which  are  called  **  tacta  tepbn,'*— or  **  beaters  q/ 
hoards,'*  not  very  dissimilar  from  our  conventicle  **  Beaters  of 
cushions,'*  in  the  noisy  method  of  excitemtni  which  is  necessary 
to  bring  their  sensibilities  to  the  required  height.  «*  Their 
METHOD  consists  in  walking  solemnly  ia  a  row,  one  after  the 
other,  in  their  meeting  house,  and  pronouncing  the  name  of 
God  w/i  a  loud  voice  and  much  exeriiohp' zt  each'  itrbke-of  k 
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The  prayers  of  the  church  have  had  their 
share  of  abuse,  as  well  as  her  clergy,  yet  after 
all  that  has  been  said  to  their  disparagement, 
they  are  far  from  being  "  a  form  of  godliness, 
having  not  the  power  of  it]^  but  are  "  a  rea- 
sonable servicey*  strictly  conformable  to  the 
apo^olical  injunction  of  decency  and  order  in 
the  celebration  of  public  worship ;  and  in  which 
we  can  ^^fraj  with  the  spirit^  and  with  the  un^ 
derstanding  also^  But  this  cert^unly  is  not 
always  the  case  with  those  unpremeditated  ef- 
fusions of  self  conceit,  sometimes  indecently 
familiar  and  disgustingly  vulgar,  at  other  time^ 
incoherent,  erroneous,  and  ignorant  prayings 
and  preachments ;  to  which  the  fircquentcr  of 

jrum  beaten  for  that  purpose,  the  strokes  on  which  growingr 
gradually  quicker,  become  at  last  so  rapid,  that  these  wretches 
are  forced  to  undergo  a  vlehtt  labor  of  the  lungs ^  and  the  most 
devout  never  close  the  procession  nvlthout  vomiting  blood.  Their 
appearance  is  always  sad  and  surly  ;  and  these  religious  are  so 
persuaded  of  the  saectity  of  their  nuthod^  and  so  certain  of 
pleasing  heaven  by  iMr-  Hot^ngf^  that  tlfey  never  looi  on  the  rest 
wfmantiad  but  tuith  the  most  profound  contempt » ' ' 

Baron  dc  Tot^s  Memoirs f  part  1«  vol*  i*  p^  144«, 

Conroptio  optifoi.  eilb  peisiQ».— *^  There  ace  mcthodi«ts  in 
iUrelifiQi^'' 
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the  cohvcnticle,  or  the  open  air  meeting  must 
frequently  lend  his  pious  eafj  and  add  bis  amen^ 
after  such  a  giving  of  thanks  as  be  cannot  ap^ 

prove^^ 

The  discourses  of  the  chlirch  pulpit  are 
the  decent  and  premeditated  studies  of  men 
qualified  by  a  suitable  course  of  education^ 
and  regularly  ordained  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  and  sent  into  the  vineyard  by  those 
who  have  the  only  regular  authority  to  send, 
and  who  are  the  best  judges  of  the  requisite 
acquirements  and  talents,  f  Not  having  climb'- 
cd  up  inta  tbe  sbeepfold  by  some  clandestine 
way,  "  tbe  good  sbepberd  knowetb  bis  sbeep^ 
and  is  known  of  tbem^^    He  is  a  stationary 

*  1  Cor.  xiy.l5»  16. 

f  Est  modus  in  rebufi,  stxtit  certi  d<tei^.  fiae0» 
Quos  ultra  citraq.  nequit  consittere  rectum.-— Hon. 

<'  Some  pertain  mean  in  all  things  may  be  foOndy'' 
To  mark  extravagance*  and  folly  bound. 

In  most>  or  all  things,  there  is  a  happy  metRim  :  and  the  ab- 
surd and  pf  rnicious  extravagancies  of  unsound  and  raving  reli* 
gionists,  have  confinned,  beyond  all  reasonable  question*  the 
assertion  of  Solomooi  that  it  is  to  be  sought  and  adheieid  to^ 
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minister,  arid  answerable  for  his  flock,  not  an 
itinerant  preacher  that  is  not  to  be  found  with 
his  charge  when  the  wolf  cometh.* 

cren  in  religion  itself,  without  faUing  into  luhetvarmncfs,  or 
FORMALITY.—**  Be  not  rlghteous  over  much^^^why  shouldst  thou 
destroy  thyself  ?'*  (Ecclea-  vii.  16.) 

The  difFerenctf  is  very  wide  indeed  between  overloading  the 
dliurch,  as  the  papists  do,  with  more  pageantry  than  piety, 
rtiore  cost  than  worship  :  and,  on  the  other  extreme,  stripping 
religm  iven  to  the  Bare  huff^  and  leaving  Itttie  besides  a  band  and  a 
pair  of  breeches  ;  the  far  too  simple  attire  of  aome  of  ofer  modem 
TUB  PREACHERS,  who  Will  not  have  so  much  as  a  rag  ofpo* 
pery  about  them. 

It  is  one  thing  to  shut  up  religion  noholly  within  the  coif" 
ciArSf  and  another  thing  (as  much  in  extreme  the  other  way) 
to  leave  it  exposed  to  the  rude  handling  of  inflated  ignorance, 
and  iphrktkd  £Osicomhry  in  the  ofbn  fields.  *'  Itaq*  si  dixerint 
▼obis,  ecoe,  in  OEsERtoest:  ne  egredimini.  Ecce  in  con- 
cLAVttus  (ff  Tou  recf^Mtf)  ne  credite '* — Beza  in  Matt. 
xxir.  S6* 

What  is  this,  but  to  treat  like  an  enemy  *'  the  vineyard 
which  God's  right  hand  hath  planter?,  ind  the  branch  that  he 
made  so  sti^ng  for  himself  ?  Breaking  down  all  her  hedges^  so 
thai  aUthey  which  pass  by  the  way  pluck  her  '*— .(without  either 
proper  judgmeiat,  or  due  regard  to  the  maturity  of  her  fruit). 
^^^*Th^  boar  mst  of  the  wo&d  doth  waste  it,  and  the  wild  beast  of 
Otfidddoth  de»oour  it."  (Psalm  Ixxx.  12,  &c.) 

♦  tht  perpetual  changes  of  preachers  is  only  because  men  have 
**  itching  ears,^*  as  the  apostle  wcU  describes  the  absurd  fastidi- 
ottsnesa  of  minds  which  stand  in  need  of  changed  jhetbods  of 

VOL.  II.  3   F 
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Christ  assured  his  immediate  disciples^  to 
whom  the  work  of  converting  the  benighted 
and  perishing  world  was  committed,  that  they 
might  expect  extraordinary  aids  from  heaven 
on  such  extraordinary  emergencies,  in  the 
course  of  their  apostolical  ministry,  as  should 
be  found  absolutely  to  require  them. — ^^  In 
that  hour  take  no  thought  what  ye  shall  sajy 
NEITHER  PREMEDITATE^  for  it  shall  be  givcn 
you^  in  that  hour^  what  ye  shall  speakr^^    But 

excitement, — So  our  Saviour  said  "  he  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let 
him  hear  :" — he  also  said  again,  **  take  heed  hoto  ye  hear*^*-^ 
The  meaning  of  wliich  caufion  is  explained  by  St  Peter,  and 
referred  to  the  lold  and  presumptuous  Ignorance  with  which  un- 
skillful teachers  take  upon  them  to  expound  the  word  of  Gody 
fathering  their  crude  conceptions  upon  the  spirit  of  divine  in- 
spiratioH)  and  always  making  choice  of  the  most  dark  and  in- 
tricate points  of  divine  revelation,  to  wrest  them  to  their  own 
and  their  hearers  destruction »  (2  Pet*  iii.  16.) 

The  clergy  deserve  commendation,  and  not  censure,  for  the 
wise  and  cautious  selection  of  their  texts,  and  for  giving  such 
expositions  of  them  as  are  the  best  adapted  lo  general  e^Tt/icatiott, 
instead  of  unfolding  dark  mysteries  too  frequently  in  the  pul- 
pit, which  have  been  not  uncommonly  known  (when  handled 
rudely  and  coarsely  in  the  conventicle)  to  occasion  too  violent 
an  excitement  9  and  produce  very  fatal  consequences  to  the  unfor- 
tunate hearers. 

*  Mark  xiii.  II. 
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in  our  remote  times,  the  like  gifts  of  tongues]^ 
and  of  prophesying^  (or  the  perfect  and  clear 
understanding  of  all  mysteries^  and  the  power 
of  communicating  the  inward  light  by 
Immediate  and  miraculous  inspiration  from 
heaven^)  are  no  longer  vouchsafed  to  any 
MXTHOD  of  preaching.  The  gifts  now  pre- 
tended to,  the  momentary  conversions^  and  va- 
rious other  religious  experiences  and  inward 
feelings^  which  are  become  so  extremely  com^ 
mon  of  late,  must  only  be  admitted  with  a 
considerable  degree  of  caution  and  prudential 
scepticism ;  unless  the  same  undeniable  cre- 
dentials which  the  genuine  and  original  apos- 
tles* exhibited,  can  again  be  produced  as 
vouchers^ 

The  catholics  are  not  the  only  enthusiasts 
liable  to  be  deceived  by  "  strong  delusionsl^ 
as  appears  from  the  religious  extravagancies 
of  the  anabaptists  at  Munster,  the  fifth  mon- 
archy men  in  England,  and  other  notorious 
instances  oi  false  lights  in  these  last  times,  f 

*  Rev.  ii.  2. 

t  See  Bohun's  Sleidan.  History  of  the  Reformation,  b*  \ » 
3  F  2 
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If  it  was  needful^  even  m  the  first  ^e  of 
Christianity,  to  "  /ry  the  spirits^  whether  tbey 
be  of  Godj'-^^r  from  the  bottomless  pit  of 
fanatical  delusion  or  hypocritical  imposture^ 
surely  our  modern  prophets  have  at  least  equal 
need  to  be  exposed  to  the  same  test.*  The 
actions  of  Christ  himself,  and  the  language 
which  was  employed  by  him  and  his  apos* 
ties,  were  in  the  gospel  age  imitate^  by  im- 
postors, and  usurped  without  authority  by 
enthusiasts.t  A  superabundance  of  spiritual 
pride  has  in  all  times  prompted  indiscreet 
men  to  a  similar  abuse  and  perversion  of  the 
scripture  phraseology.  Yet  as  this  licentious^ 
ness  was  branded  with  the  strongest  marks  of 
disapprobation,  in  the  very  days  of  miracles 
and  real  prophetical  inspiration^  it  deserves  a 
much  more  severe  censure  in  ours ;  after  so 

*  1  Cor.  iv.  19;  1  John  iv.  1. 

f  Acts  xix  15.  "And  the  evil  epirit  answoied  and  s^id* 
Jesus  1  know,  and  Paul  1  know .  but  tvho  are  ye  ?"  (  Rev.  ii.  9%) 
**  Thou  hast  tried  them  which  ^ay  ttiey  are  apostlety  and  are  notf 
and  hast  found  them  liars/'  {2  Cor.  xi.  13>  and  1  Cor  xii. 
29. )  **  Such  are  false  jpostles,  deceitful  woriers,  transform* 
in^  themselves  Into  the  apostles  of  Christ •** 
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inany  miC^es  of  the  most  profitgate  ddu*^ 
A(m  of  the  credulous  by  un£3imded  pretences 
to  miraculous  gifts. 

When  Jeroboam  fell  away  from  the  estab^ 
lished  church  of  Israel,  in  order  to  make  his 
schism  as  popular  as  he  could,  he  admitted 
the  people  indiscrimately  to  the  public  dis- 
charge of  the  sacred  functions  of  his  new- 
fangled METHOD  of  religion,  ^  and  toot 
ef  the  very  lowest  of  the  people^  (from  their 
shopboanis  and  stalls,)  and  'whosoever  would^ 
be  consecrated  bim  to  be  a  priest  of  the  high 
places^  He  wished,  from  motives  of  policy, 
to  degrade  the  regular  priesthood^  which  was  by 
divine  appointment,  and  to  corrupt  and  debase 
tbe  religious  instruction  of  the  people^  by  giving 
them  contemptible  and  ignorant  teachers.* — 

*  None  but  teachers  of  this  description  would  have  pushed  for- 
ward into  the  sacred  offices,  at  the  instigation  of  self  conceit  af- 
ter the  severe  punithpnent  which  God  had  inflicted  upon  that 
presumptuous  and  profane  violation  of  his  appointed  ordinances^ 
in  the  person  of  the  schismatic  Korah.  Jeroboam,  it  seems,  did 
however  so  far  respect  the  divine  ordinances,  as  not  to  admit 
of  TEACHERS  nvUhout  any  ordination  or  consecration  at  all* 
(1.  Kings  xiii.  33.)  See  Gregory*  s  Hutory  of  the  Churchy  vol,  ii. 
p.  523.— — JJj/fljv,  Hist,  and  Mor. 
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After  this  so  marked  a  disapprobation  put  up* 
on  this  METHODISM  of  Jeroboam,  under  a 
less  complete  system  of  religion  and  faith,  caa 
we  approve  of  the  very  same  methods  of  ^35?- 
grading  divine  trutb^  when  that  which  is  per-^ 
feet  is  come  ? 

Such  self-constituted  instructors,  running 
up  and  down  to  "  draw  away  disciples  after 
theml^  enlightening  and  converting  the  weak 
jmd  the  ignprant,  (too  frequently  as  the  an- 
cient Pharisees  did,  to  a  sanctity  of  profession 
which  is  destitute  of  candour  and  charity,  yet 
with  the  highest  pretcijsions  to  both  :)  affect- 
ing to  be  sent  "  to  turn  the  w^rldfrom  dark^ 
ness  to  light y  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  un^ 
to  Gody'  as  if  all  christian  professors  (except 
these  elect  only)  were  absolutely  sitting  in  the 
grossest  darkness  of  heathenish  idolatry !  in  the 
nineteenth  century  !  is,  in  fact,  to  turn  the  gosv 
pel  into  burlesque,  and  make  zeal  nauseous. — 

•*  Qui  semel  .verecundije  fines  trapaiei^nt,  eos  oportet 
gnaviter  esse  impudentes."  Cicero. 

*'  When  men  have  once  over-stepped  the  boundary  line  that 
modesty  and  propriety  prescribes  to  everyone,  let  them  not 
stick  at  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  impudence  after  that.*^ 
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Enthusiasm  is  a  <Jangerous  guide  to  foHow^ 
all  lengths,  without  the  co-operation  of  a  lit- 
tle common  sense,  and  a  portion  of  modesty.* 
Religion  which  appeals  little  to  the  under^ 
standings  and  much  to  inward  feelings^  must 
necessarily  be  judged  of  from  signs  accont^ 
panying  it^  as  in  the  primitive  times,  and  (like 
those  then  exhibited)  such  as  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed of,  or  misunderstood.     Phineas  by  a  divine 
impulse^  did  an  irregular  act,  and  received  just 
commendation  and  reward ;  but  Jack  of  Ley- 
deri  and  Knipperdoling,  James  Naylor,  and 
George  Fox,  &g.  by  following  the  inward 
light  of  a  spiritual  ignis  fatuus,  or  diabolical 
delusion,  have  met  with  a  very  different  ac- 
ceptation of  their  respective  services  to  reli- 
gion, from  the  impartial  judgment  of  pos- 
terity.f 

'     *  Rom.  xii.  3; — 1.  Cor,  viii.  2. 

f  See  in  Sleidan's  History  of  the  reformation,  B.  x.  p.  202. 
foKo,— The  dreadful  effects  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Anabap- 
tists at  Munster, — And  the  blasphemous  fanaticism  of  these 
GREAT  LIGHTS,  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  age  of 
Sectarian  licentiousness  and  more  powerful  persecution  of  the 
church  of  England ^—jSi^T^r^/A*  Dlc% 
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In  the  apostolic  age,  among  other  gifts  o£ 
the  Holy  Ghost  then  communicated  to  the 
infant  church,  there  was  one  very  needful  at 
that  time,  "  the  discerning  of  spirits.^^*  For 
by  this  noble  talent  the  false  ones  were  de* 
tected,  and  the  true  brethren  put  upon  their 
guard.  But  as  we  are  no  longer  favored  with 
this  miraculous  gift,  the  illuminati  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  (who  thunder  forth  unmerited  and 
general  invectives  against  the  regular  clergy, 
**  and  are  not  afraid  to  speak  evil  of  digni" 
ties^^^  and  have  totally  withdrawn  them- 
selves from  the  established  church,  under 
pastors  and  bishops  of  their  own  ordination^ 
if  they  have  any  at  all,)  should  be  obliged  to 
produce  some  indisputable  credentials  of  then: 
authority  in  an  age  like  this;  when  every 
imaginable  species  and  method  of  forgery  and 
imposture  is  boldly  attempted,  and  practised 
with  too  much  success.— 

*♦  Qm  cavet  hodie  ne  decipiatui',  fix  cavet,  cum  ctiate 
Cavet  t  quaEndo  enim  cavkd6  nitus  tn^  sspe  is 
Cantor  captns  est.**  V-lavtvu 

*  1.  Cor.  xii.  lO* 

t  JudeS;  2  Peter  ii,  10. 
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**  In  times  like  these  'gainst  wily  arts  if>  guards 
The  strictest  caution  cannot  be  prepared : 
Arts  secret  springs  when  most  they  seem  displayMt 
Then  caution  by  security's  betray'd." 

If  they  are  able  to  produce  nothing  but  rant 
and  noise^  the  unconverted  will  be  warranted 
in  applying  to  them  that  declaration  of  God 
to  their  elder  brethren ;— "  /  bave  not  sent 
these  prophets y  yet  they  ran  ;  I  have  not  spoken 
to  them^  yet  they  profhesied^^ 

*  Jcr.  xxxiii.  21. 
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SECTION   XXXV. 


Supercilious  and  counterfeit  humility  a  badge  of  false 
religion  — Shews  itself  in  different  ways -^  Great 
changes  in  both  the  religious  and  political  world 
are  to  be  expected^  before  the  kingdom  of  the 
samts  shall  be  established. — The  resurrection  of 
the  saints  J  and  reign  of  Christ  on  earthy  how  to 
be  understood, — A  much  nearer  approach  to  per- 
fection in  holiness^  andpeace^  and  happiness^  than 
we  can  at  present  well  conceive. "^Tet  still  con- 
sistent  with  a  state  of  probation^  and  capable  of 
interruption  by  the  revival  of  wickedness ^  before 
the  final  consummation. — The  great  felicity  rf 
those  whose  lot  shall  be  cast  in  that  sabbath  of 
the  world. 

A  celebrated  writer  in  the  last  age,  with 
more  wit  and  humour,  than  strict  regard  to 
decorum,  contrasted  the  mock  humility  of  em- 
peror Peter,  (stiling  himself  "  servus  ser-- 
vorum^  or  mans  man^^  at  the  very  time  when 
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he  was  "  beating  the  men  servants  and  maid 
servants  y^^  into  the  most  abject  submission  to 
his  lordly  pride ;)  with  the  equally  absurd  and 
fake,  affectation  of  humility  by  his. ragged  but 
proud  brother  Jack.  The  real  supercilious- 
ness of  the  one  was  not  a  whit  behind  that 
of  the  other,  only  it  was  in  another  .walk,  and 
of  an  opposite  description.  In  thi3  age  it 
hath  fortuned  that  lord  Peter,  by  an  ill  run  of 
luck  at  cards,  has  been  forced  to  aUght  from 
his  high  horse,  all  covered  m^  ;sK\\h.  scarlet 
and  gpld,  pull  up  his  red  plush j  breeches,  and 
tnidge  along  a-foot,  in  the  dust  or  the  mire, 
be  the  weather  what  it  may  : .  while  whimsi7 
cal  Jack,  determined  at  all  adventures  in  his 
persevering  opposition  and  dissent^  has  now 
cleverly  vaulted  into  the  saddle,  aild  madly 
rides  over  the  foot  passengers,  without  so 
much  as  the  bare  formality  of  a  "  ^  your 
leaver 

"  Asperius  nihil  est  mhero^  cum  surgit  in  altum. 

When  Jack  was  in  pow'r  then  he  put  on  his  pride : 
Set  a  beggar  on  horseback,  and— where  will  he  ride  ? 

*  Luke  xii.  45^ 
3G  2 
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But  to  drop  die  ironical  aUegoiy  of  that 
author,  it  is  a  real  and  lamentable  proof  d&at 
we  are  not  actually  now  living  in  the  age  of 
the  promised  millennidm,  that  the  wiks 
and  devices  ofSataUj  for  the  purpose  of  fru^ 
trating  the  designed  effect  of  the  gospel,  are 
sdll  so  prevalent  in  the  world,  s^d  so  succesa* 
ful  even  in  the  sanctijary.  They  still  have 
80  strong  a  power  of  fascinadng  the  mindl, 
and  blinding  the  judgment  of  mankind,  that 
the  truth  itself  is  converted  into  an  engine  of 
delusion,  and  the  primary  virtues  of  charity 
and  humility  into  pharisaical  superciUousness, 
and  sectarian  envy  and  strife.* 

Humility  (not  counterfeit^  but  such  as  pur 
Saviour  exhibited  in  his  own  person,  as  a 
pattern  for  all  his  disciples  to  follow,)f  is  in 
religion  a  cardinal  virtue.  There  can  be  no 
real  piety  in  the  heart  where  this  chief  ingre- 
dient is  wanting :  for  true  godliness,  and  mo- 
desty in  the  display  of  it,  are  inseparable.:!;  St 

*  ]  Cor«  ill,  3;  James  iii.  14,  16» 

t  Matt,  xu  29.  t  Matt.  vi.  3,  1«L 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Fiaur$  idea  of  charity,  the  ytry  bond  of  per» 
&Gtness,  and  Wj&Qting  which  (thpugh  posscsa^ 
mg  all  besides)  w@  aie  nothing :  turns  chiefly 
upOj:i  this  hinge.*  ^  Nof  thinking  qf  itself 
taare  ingbly  than  it  might  to  tbink^^'-''^<x  more 
meanly  ^  others  than  their  offensive  behavir 
eur  hiis  obliged  us  to  do,  even  in  self-defence, 
against  the  unprovoked  hostilities  of  exoberi' 
^nt  and  ungovernable  spiritual  vanity. — ^^  Not 
wise  in  self<onceity — not  puffed  up  '*  with  an 
airy  npthingne^  pf  a  iiotional  sanctity,  but 
edified^  with  that  which  is  real,  and  consist- 
ent with  genuine  faith.  "  Behavetb  not  it- 
self  unseemly y — thinketh  no  evil]  and  speaketh 
none,  but  ^^  bopetb  all  things^  beltevetb  all 
tbingSy^  and  putteth  the  most  candid  con- 
struction upon  other  people's  conduct  and 
opinions,,  that  consistency  and  the  prior  obli- 
gation of  respect  for  suffering  religion  will 
admit  of, 

"  But  the  time  will  come,  (said  St  Paul,) 
when  they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine, 

*  1  Cor.  xiii.  4-,  5. 
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but  they  shall  turn  away  thdr  ears  fiom  the 
truth,  and  shall  be  turned  unto  fables.  ^^'^  ^  Of 
this  sort  are  they  which  creep  into  bouses^  and 
lead  captive  silly  women^  ever  learnuag,  and 
never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  For  evil  men  and  seducers  shall  wax 
worse  and  worse,  deceiving  and  being  de^ 
ceived."t— 


Facies  non  omnibus  una 


nee  diyena  tamen.  Vi8.o« 

Not  aU  one  form  the  specious  error  takes, 
Yet  scarce  tfiw/A^— little  difPrence  makes* 
Schism  methodistic,  tho*  a  seeming  evil, 
preacher  thus  jostling  preacher  to  the  *****. 

There  is,  therefore,  undoubtedly  a  great 
change  to  take  place  first,  before  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  (such  as  the  prophets  have  described 
it,)  shall  be  set  up,  not  only  upon  the  necks 
of  his  enemies,  but  in  the  hearts  of  his  pro- 
fessed friends.  There  must  be  a  removal  of 
"  much  rubbish^''  from  the  external  opposition 
of  antichristianism,  before  that  great  temple, 
which  is  to  receive  all  the  world,  can  be 

*  '2  Tim.  iv,  f  *  Tim,  iii. 
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raised  up  to  the  full  perfection  of  the  design^ 
ed  "  building  of  God^^  upon  the  foundation 
already  laid.  The  unbelief  of  the  jews,  mo- 
hammedans,  and  pagans ;  the  apostacy  of  the 
Romans,  and  the  indisposition  arising  from 
fanatical  systems,  frivolous  divisions,  and  the 
mutual  uncharitableness  of  various  denomina- 
tions of  protestants,  must  first  be  taken  out  of 
the  way. 

We  need  not  an  angel  to  tell  us  that  "  the 
time  is  not  yet^^^  when  we  may  expect  to  see 
Christ  "  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  bis 
strengthj^lf  and  every  obstructing  stumbling 
block  taken  up  out  of  the  way  that  leads  to  the 
new  Jerusalem ;  J  and  the  perpetual  throne  of 
the  Son  of  David  established  over  all  nations, 
upon  the  immoveable  basis  of  mercy  and 
righteousness.  The  descriptions  the  prophets 
have  given  of  that  glorious  day,  are  such  as 
.  we  cannot  expect  to  see  realized  in  a  short 
time,  if  even  they  be  taken  at  the  most  mo- 
derate calculation :  a  time  when  the  terrors  of 

*  Rev.x«6.  f  Isai.lxiiLl. 

X  Isai,  Ivii.  14;  Ezek.  xiv.  3  ;  1   Cor.  i*  23. 
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{)ersecutioh  for  teligion  shall  no  m6re  fill  the 
world  with  woe,  nor  the  imperious  fanaticism 
of  fftodem  pbarisees  with  disgust;  by  settii^ 
up  each  of  them  their  respective  standards  o£ 
faith,  like  the  bed  of  the  Sicilian  tyrant,  to 
the  length  of  which  all  noses  must  be  pulled, 
or  flattened  into  conformity  of  a  stunted  pro- 
tuberance.* 

The  knowledge  of  God  will  then  be  com- 
municated by  rational  and  intelligible  ideasy 
and  shall  be  spread  abroad  by  competent  means ^ 
^  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." — "  They  sh^ 
2Sl  know  me,  from  the  least  to  the  grcatest.''f 
•*  Thy  people  shall  be  all  righteous,  the  reM-^ 
WANT  of  Israel  shall  not  do  iniquity,  nor 
speak  Hes,  neither  shaH  a  deceitful  tongue  be 
found  in  their  mouth."|       **  I  v^rifl  make 

♦  Tfee  prophecy  of  Zephaniah,  like  the  reconc3iationof  the 
jewft*  18  certainly  not  to  he  prematurely  accomplished  By  forced 
mOKwrtlMU  to  uniformity  of  rddgidn  ;  but  will  be  God**  own 
act,  m  his  own  time*  '^  Forthennmll  I  tw*n  /d  fbd  people  a  ft$n 
language^  (or  religion,)  that  they  may  all  call  upoh  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  fo  serve  him  nvitb  one  conseta!*  (Zeph .  iii,  9.) 

t  Jer.  xxxi,  34;  Heb.  viii.  11*  %  Zeplu  iii.  IS. 
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thine  officers  peace,  and  thine  exactors  right-^ 
eousness.  Violence  shall  no  more  be  heard 
in  thy  land,  wasting  nor  destruction  within 
thy  borders:  but  thou  shalt  call  thy  walls 
SALVATION,  and  thy  gates  praise,  I  the 
Lord  will  hasten  it  in  his  time."* 

The  words  of  prophecy  shall  be  no  longer 
a  sealed  vision  to  God's  ancient  people,  nor 
the  deep  mysteries  of  the  gospel  a  subject  of 
perversion,  to  be  ^^  wrested  ^^  by  incompetent 
THEOLOGIANS^  from  the  highways  and  the 
hedge  sides.  The  wily  serpent  and  deadly 
cockatrice  shall  cease  their  enmity  to  man,  or 
be  rendered  incapable  of  exerting  it  to  the 
hurt  of  unsuspecting  innocence,  f  The  dis- 
position to  deceit  and  malice  shall  either  be 
expelled  from  the  human  breast,  or  frustrated 
and  rendered  torpid,  by  wise  and  good  laws 
well  executed,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
men  more  clearly  defined  and  effectually  se- 
cured. Christ,  the  sovereign  monarch  of  this 
happy  kingdom,  *' shall  spare  the  poor  and 

*  Isai.  Ix.  18.  f  Isai.  xi*  8. 

VOL.  II.  3   H 
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'  needy.    He  shall  save  the  souls  of  the  needyv 
He  shall  redeem  their  souls  from  deceit  and 
violence,  and  precious  shall  their  blood  be  in 
Iris  sight."^     "  The  lion  shall  eat  straw  like 
the  oxy^  the  ferocious  leonine  tempers  of  thq 
sons  of  violence  shall,  in  those  times,  be  either 
changed,  or  held  in  aiontroul  and  check,  like 
the  malignity  of  Satan  himself;  "  they  shall 
not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountairk^* 
The  art  of  war  shall  not  be  practised  nor 
learnt  any  more,  to  the  destruction  of  mil- 
lions of  the  human  species,  and  the  devasta- 
tion of  the  bounty  and  riches  of  God's  provi- 
dence for  his  creatures :  but  the  heroes  of  that 
day  •*  shall  heat  their  swords  into  plowshares^ 
and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks ;  and  pre- 
eminence will  only  be  sought  by  carrying  the 
arts  of  peace,  and  the  valuable  lessons  of  di- 
vine and  natural  wisdom,  to  the  utmost  pos- 
sible perfection. — Thm  "the  depth  of  the 
riches  of  the  manifold  wisdom  and  goodness 
of  God,"  in  both  his  works  of  creation^  and 
the  operations  of  his  grace,  will  be  unfolded 

♦  Pgalm  Ixxii.  13. 
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to  optti  view,  to  the  increase  of  glory  and 
praise  to  God,  and  of  happiness  and  blessings 
ito  man,  far  exceeding  our  present  apprehen* 
6ions  of  th€  yet  undiscovered  capabilities  of 
nature. 

These  are  changes  which  the  present  natu- 
ral condition  and  constitution  of  all  sublunary 
things  scefti  to  forbid  almost  entirely,  the  most 
sanguine  hope  to  expect,  as  being  (according 
to  our  ideas)  scarcely  within  the  scale  of  pos- 
sibility. But  as  our  Saviour  said  to  his  as- 
tonished disciples,  "  with  men  this  is  (indeed) 
impQssiblel* — ^it  cannot  consist  with  the  state 
of  degeneracy  and  corruption  in  which  hu- 
man nature  yet  lies  buried  :  "  but  with  God 
all  things  are  possible.^'^     Great  changes,  we 

*  Few  parts  of  prophetic  revelation  have  occasioned  so  great 
a  discordance  of  opinion,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  MiLinsNtuMi 
founded  ,chiefly  on  Dan.  ii.  44?;  vii.  27;  Isai  Ix.  JO,  to  the 
end,  and  other  prophecies ;  of  which  St  John  gives  the  united 
sense  in  Rev.  xx.  2,  &c.  and  according  to  his  prophetic  history 
of  the  last  tlmes^  has  placed  it  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  it 
will  happen ;  that  is,  after  the  fall  of  jititichrist,  the  reconciliation 
of  the  jews f  and  the  general  conversion  of  all  nations. 

The  gross  and  absurd  ideas  of  the  ancient  millenarians 
Jiayc  never  been  able  so  far  to  discredit  the  doctrine  itself,  but 
3  3   2 
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ktiow,  are  first  to  take  plaoe,  ia  the  moral  and 
political  opinions  of  maokmd,  and  in  the  gc-* 
neral  external  circumstances  of  the  world ;  so 


ifast  tlie  h^kf  of  il  hath  still  obtained  pQEsesston  of  every  i^« 
^ma  an^  good  mind  in  all  ages.  **  Wherevrr  the  inBtieuce  o^f 
theclitirch  of  Rotmr  hat|i  es^t^ded^  (says  Bishop  Newton,) 
ahe  hath  etidcavoimed  by  all  ineaiifi  to  discredit  ihia  doctrine  i 
tfid  ictde«d  not  wiihout  AU^ient  rcmont  this  kingdom  of  Christ 
being  founded  on  tlic  ruins  of  the  kingdom  af  AntlchrtstJ 
But  wiihtlie  reformation  it  revived,  together  with  the  other" 
doctrines  of  the  pninitive  church, 

AitCHBisHOFUstiiR  dale«  the  commencement  of  the  lliou* 
eand  years /rw»  ihe  Hme  o/CMsit  and  GKOTivnftom  thepmi^ 
C^ntTAnriNK^  but  biilli  erroiieoosly  beyond  all  <jueition|  as  the 
whole  struaurr  of  the  A  pocal ypset  the  miajogy  of  j^-* 
and  the  state  of  the  world  in  both  tlie  proposed  tin 
dandy  prove.  Be^idei,  that  *uctj  an  opinion  glvei  too  mwch 
CKiuntcnaoce  to  the  error  ol  Hymekeo^,  (2  Tim.  u*  17,  I8j) 
and  njjght  shake  ilie  fmith  of  *ome,  and  make  tlic  belief  ^txhti 
fccond  or  ^merti!  rcmrredkn  »ecm  pfK^tjoua. 

Bishop  Kewton  and  some  others  incline  to  the  literal  ««)4c  ^S 
£l  lii\in*h  worda,  and  an  miual rmtrreai&n  ^fihf  tkpartid tmnii ; 
Ltlt  otli^b  with  moj'e  reason  and  cotihiitency  w  t".    '  I 

traor  of  tl*e  scriptures  J  th*-  figurative  stile  of  prop,'.  ^ ,  a  i  ■  1 1.  ^ 
ticufcfly  of  tlitfc  bookj  (in  wnich  there  doca  not  necmany  thing 
eapahlf  of  a  Jiteral  confctniClitinp)  consider  the  first  rr^iirrectioit 
a«  'whoiiyjpirathe  /  at  the  t^mif  rtcihn  eftht  fw&  witntjsu  riiii^t 
CCJTtainly  be,  and  as  tlie  txsttrrtCiwn  an  J  Irrfkeitc  mtmiry  a/ 
Efm  before  xkt  appearance  of  the  Mem»h  mtif  (Mai,  W.  S  A 


419 

very  considerable  indeed,  and  of  such  mighty 
importance  to  the  peace,  and  virtue,  and  hap-t 
piness  of  mankind,  th^^t  the  alteration  of  things 

Mark  ix.  12, 1 3 ;  xv.  36  ;  Luke  i.  17,)  tHpugh  that  prophecy 
was  firmly  expected  to  be  literally  fulfilled.  Thus  the  scrip- 
ture frequently  speaks  of  the  regenerate  state  of  man  figurative- 
ly, as  a  resurrection  to  ne*af  /j^,  (  Rom.  vi»  23 ;  Ephes.  v.  2i  ; 
Col.  ii.  13;  iii.  1,  &c.)  and  the  conversion  of  the  jews,  tvhen 
all  Israel  shall  be  saved,  is  particularly  so  described  as  a  resur- 
rectiotif  by  St  Paul,  (Rom,  xi.  15,)  and  by  Ezekiel  (chap. 
xxxvii. )  under  the  type  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dry  bonesy^^ 
Ijot  to  mention  many  other  passages  of  the  prophets. 

The  opinion  I  have  hazarded  was  formed  from  the  scripture 
alone,  and  I  have  since  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  most  or  all 
of  my  ideas  of  the  millenary  state  corroborated  by  the 
(generally)  judicious  Dr  Whitby,  whose  treatise  on  the  mil- 
lennium I  had  not  before  consulted*  He  assigns  many  cogent 
reasons  against  a  literal  resurrection,  and  ip  proof  that  ^Jigura* 
the  one  is  only  meant,  and  refers  the  whole  doctrine  of  the 
millennium  to  the  Jewish  people,  and  their  restoration,  which 
coincides  with  my  idea  of  their  penitential  acknowledgment  of 
their  crucified  Saviour,  and  happy  re-settjement  in  the  Holy 
Land,  the  resurrection  of  the  witnesses,  &c.  in  Sections  iii. 
Jv,  &c. 

Of  this  SpcoND  Exodus  Mr  Mead  says, — *•  It  may  be  fit 
to  conceive  magnificently  of  so  great  a  work  of  God  towards  a 
people  for  whom  he  hath  formerly  shewed  so  many  wonders ; 
especially  this  being  the  greatest  work  of  mercy  and  ivorUjer  thai 
fver  he  did  for  them,  far  beyond  the  bringing  them  forth  of 
^gypt,  aod  leading  them  in  the  wilderness.'* 
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at  this  period  is  prefigured  by  if-^c  mysucul  re^ 
iurrccikn  §f  the  dead  samis^  to  live  m  earth 
again^  and  reign  wiik  Christ  through  the 
Vihoh  couiBe  of  the  millennium.  But 
doubtless  they  will  only  so  live  again  (before 
the  general  resurrection)  by  a  prior  and  fi* 
guratife  one,  coDBisting  in  the  happy  lEnita* 
tion  of  their  bright  examples  of  virtue  and 
holiness^  which  wise  and  good  men,  in  nu- 
merous instances^  will  then  exhibit  to  the  ad^ 
miring  world. 


If  ihcferj  trial  which  n  to  precede  Christ 
thus  coming  in  his  kipgdom,  should  have  the 
effect  of  **  a  refmeirsfire^  and  purge  and  pn* 
rij^  the  sons  of  men'^  that  may  survive  the 
multiplied  horrors  of  that  day  of  judgment, 
tliis  may  introduce  an  alteration  in  things^ 
the  nature  and  extent  of  wliich  our  ideas, 
taken  from  things  past  or  present,  can  give 
u&  no  adequate  conception  of.  ^  Bktsed  and 
holy  (says  St  John)  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the 
first  resnrrectiml'  (which  seems  to  imply  that 
it  is  a  moral  resurreetion  to  ncwnea  t^ 
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which  only  the  blessing  and  reward  of  right- 
eousness and  faith  will  be  assigned,)  "  on  sucb 
the  second  death  bath  no  /ow^r  ."—Though 
temporal  death  must  lay  his  resistless  sceptre 
on  their  bodies,  eternal  death  will  have  no 
power  over  their  souls, — ^^  but  they  shall  he 
priests  of  God ^  and  of  Christy  and  shall  reign 
with  him  looo  years^^'^  that  is,  a  succession 
of  such  holy  persons,  at  this  choice  season, 
when  "God   will   make   up  his  jewels."f 
So  Daniel  says,  "  Blessed  is  he  that  waiteth 
and   cometh  to  the  thousand  three  hundred 
and  five  and  thirty  days,'^  J  jwhich  probably 
alludes  to  the  final  settlement  of  things  in 
the  kingdom  of  the  saints. 

The  prophets  have  seized  every  image  that 
the  imagination  of  man  can  grasp,  to  express 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  bounty  of  God, 
and  the  gratitude  and  happiness  of  men,  in 
this  highly  favored  period.  *^  And  it  shall 
come  to  pa$s  in  that  day,  (says  Joel,§)  that 

*  Rev.  xxt  6.  t  Mal-iii.  17- 

X  Dan*  xii.  12,  $  Joeliii.  IS. 
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the  mountains  shall  drop  down  new  wine, 
and  the  hills  shall  flow  with  milk,  and  all  the 
rivers  of  Judah  shall  flow  with  waters,  and  a 
fountain  shall  come  forth  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  shall  water  the  valley  of  Shittim/* 
And  Is2uah,  in  several  places,  promises  that 
God  will  open  fountains  in  the  thirsty  deserts^ 
and  rivers  upon  the  tops  of  mount ains^^     By 
which  he  clearly  means,  that  the  most  dark 
and  inaccessible  places  of  the  earth  shall  re- 
ceive the  plenteous  and  fertilizing  influx  of 
light,  and  of  the  waters  of  God's  spirit. — 
^  Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the  earth,  and 
righteousness  shall  look  down  from  heaven**** 

These  great  expectations  have  not  been 
fiilly  answered  by  the  first  appearance  of  the 
kingdom  of  Messias,  nor  by  the  progress  it 
has  hitherto  made  in  the  world.  But  by  the 
removal  either  entirely,  or  in  great  part,  of 
the  present  sources  of  ignorance  and  corrupti- 
on of  heart,  and  fi-om  the  infrequency  of 
crime,  or  the  shame  and  punishment  of  wick-* 

*  Pf  aim  IxxxT. 
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edness  being  greatly  increased,  and  by  living 
examples,  and  practical  lessons  of  sincere  vir-* 
tue  and  primitive  simplicity  of  manners,,  the 
gospel  will  be  indeed  "  written  in  mens 
beartsl^  and  Christ,  ^^ formed  within  them^^ 
will  have  his  tabernacle  with  men,  and  the 
whole  earth  become  his  temple. 

Yet,  after  all,  absolute  perfection  is  not  in 
any  thing  earthly.  Even  the  happy  millen- 
nium will  most  probably  be  still  a  state  of 
probation^  and  a  temporary  life^  preparatory  to 
an  infinitely  better  and  eternal  state  of  inde- 
fectible happiness  in  heaven.  It  is  described 
in  such  glowing  colours  and  lofty  figurative 
language,  because  it  will  be  so  much  compa- 
ratively more  peaceful,  and  happy,  and  fruit- 
ful in  righteoustiess,  than  any  former  period, 
as  to  be  deservedly  called  **  a  sabbath  of  rest 
fbr  the  people  of  God''^ 

On  them  whose  happy  lot  shall  fall  in  thesa 
times,  "  the  second  death^^  (that  is,  the  con- 

*  Hcb.  ir.  9» 
VOL.  lU  3  I 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


424 

demnation  to  eternal  punishment,)  "  batb  no 
powerl^  because  of  their  greater  faith  and  bet- 
ter obedience :  which  is  as  much  as  to  say, 
that  there  will  be  comparatively  few  lost  to 
Christ  durinjg  the  millennium,  or  kingdom 
of  the  saints.  It  will  be  the  time  when  God 
will  *'  make  up  the  number  of  his  elect,  and 
hasten  his  kingdom"  of  the  world  to  come. — 
This  FIRST  RESURRECTION  therefore  \s  not 
real,  but  figurative,  and  seems  to  import  a 
nearer  approach  to  a  state  of  perfection  on 
earthy  (described  in  the  usual  stile  and  lan- 
guage of  prophecy,)  than  our  present  <iege- 
neracy,  and  the  numerous  and  strong  tempta- 
tions to  sin,  through  the  abounding  of  ini- 
quity, will  admit  of. 

We  are  told  also,  (and  which  is  another 
distinguishing  mark  of  the  millennium,) 
that  the  saints  only  shall  be  rsdsed  again,  but 
the  wicked  shall  not  be  raised  until  the  looo 
years  are  ended.  If  this  interpretation  of  a 
figurative  resurrection  be  admitted,  this  will 
signify  the  extreme  paucity  of  ill  examples, 
or  even  of  cold  or  lukewarm  professors  of 
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die  gospel.     For  one  spirit  and  the  same  zeal 
will  glow  in  every  breast* 

The  probability  that  a  comparative  and  not 
a  real  and  absolute  state  of  perfection  is  meant, 
£s  heightened  into  almost  a  positive  assurance 
by  the  intimation  given,  that  before  the  end 
of  the  world,  wickedness  shall  again  lift  up  its 
kead,  and  infidelity  prevail  to  a  great  and  dan- 
gerous extent.  This  is  represented  in  figure, 
by  Satan  s  being  loosed  again j  who  during  the 
reign  of  peace  and  righteousness  (so  long  as 
the  awful  impression  of  the  preceding  dread- 
ful occurrences  remained,)  had  been  figura- 
tively bound  in  the  bottomless  pit^  whence  all 
error  and  wickedness  proceeds.  Being  now 
loosed,  he  finds  still  remaining  amongst  man- 
kind, a  sufficiency  of  materials  fit  for  him  to 
work  upon,  and  capable  of  producing  great 
effects.  A  root  of  bitterness^  though  much 
kept  down,  seems  all  along  to  have  still  re- 
mained in  the  world.  For  Satan  cannot  de- 
ceive or  seduce  the  souls  of  just  m^n  made 
perfect y  neither, can  he  create  evil  by  external 
force,  in  the  minds  of  men  in  a  state  of  pro* 

31  2 
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bation ;  but  only  blow  up  into  a  flame  the 
embers  he  finds  ready  kindling  to  his  wish^ 
It  is  therefore  impossible  to  conceive  that  he 
should  be  able,  or  should  attempt  to  renew 
his  deceptions  upon  the  raised  saints  tbem-^ 
selves^  actually  reigning  with  Christ  on  earth ; 
or  even  upon  mankind  living  with  such  asso^ 
ciates  and  monitors,  and  being  themselves  in 
a  state  approaching  nearly  to  perfectiod  in 
f^uith  and  holiness.* 

By  the  saints  being  raised  to  life^  we  must 
therefore  understaad  the  frequency  of  ex- 
amples such  as  theirs  were ;  and  by  the  rest 
of  the  dead  not  living  again^  we  may  conceive 
that  profligacy  of  manners,  or  profaneness  and 
infidelity  in  opinion,  and  superstition,  hypo- 
crisy and  fanaticism  in  religion,  will  be  so 

♦  The  idea  of  the  first  regumection  being  real  must  be  given 
up,  for  three  strong  reu  sons,— -First,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
usual  proceedings  of  ( rod,  and  \m  promised  rewards  to  the  faith- 
ful, of  an  eternal  and  heavenly,  not  an  earthly,  and  temporary, 
and  precarious  Paradise  Second,  inconsistent  with  his  end  of 
placing  man  on  the  earth,  in  a  probationary  siate  only.  Third, 
inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  an  almost  general  defection^  which, 
under  the  circumstances  supposed,  cs^n  hardly  be  conccivedf 
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little  prevalent,  and  have  so  circumscribed  aa 
influence,  that  it  may  be  said  (in  the  language 
of  prophecy)  they  have  no  footing  or  ej^ist-^ 
ence  amongst  men*  Happy  and  blessed  in- 
deed then  may  he  be  pronounced,  who  shall 
live  in  such  times  of  rest  firom  sin  and  trouble, 
and  when  the  whole  earth  shall  (for  many 
centuries]  be  but  one  temple,  and  all  nations, 
with  united  sentiments  of  religion  and  bro- 
therly love  towards  each  other;  shall  render 
praise  to  God  and  the  Lamb,  and  **  the  king-* 
doms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ. ^^ 

The  millenary  believers  may  be  pronounced 
happy  in  respect  of  the  universal  and  uninter- 
rupted both  inward  and  outward  peace  and 
security,  and  happiness,  which  a  life  conduct- 
ed by  faith,  and  under  the  influence  of  abound- 
ing grace,  in  a  state  of  society  so  greatly  im- 
proved, cannot  fail  to  yield.  In  the  present 
every  way  unfavorable  state  of  things,  a  life 
regulated  by  no  other  rules  but  the  wise  and 
wholesome  precepts  of  the  gospel,  rarely  fails 
of  happiness.     "  The  work  of  righteousness 
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shall  be  peace ,  and  the  ^ect  of  righteousness 
quietness  and  assurance  for  ever^"^  It  will 
obtain  **  the  peace  of  God^  which  pas  set b  all 
consolation^^  But  under  a  state  of  things  so 
highly  propitious  to  good  and  sincere  minds, 
the  ef£bct  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  be  in- 
fallible ;  because  all  men  will  be  alike  sincere 
and  friendly,  *^  walking  by  faith  and  not  by 
sight.  And  the  insolence  of  wealthy  or  of 
i^atical  pride,  will  be  banished  from  society, 
with  the  false  ideas  of  superiority  which  gave 
birth  to  it ;  and  the  interested  craftiness  of 
evil  men  lying  in  wait  to  deceire,  will  be  nq 
longer  an  object  of  incessant  d^ead  and  cau« 
tjon* 

It  will  be  no  small  addition  to  the  happiness 
of  this  state,  (the  type  of  heaven,)  that  by  rea-^ 
son  of  these  great  advantages  in  favor  of  right-p 
cpusness,  and  the  withdrawing  of  the  great 
incitements  to  sin,  which  the  binding  of  Satan 
seems  to  imply,  the  danger  of  falling  away 
from  that  secure  course  of  well  doing,  and  of 
<;oming  short  of  the  glory  of  God  in  an  eter-r 

*  Isai*  xxxii.  1 7« 
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tiity  of  future  blessedness,  will  be  consictefabljT 
lessened.      We  now  "  hold  this  great  treasure 
of  our  hope  m  earthen  vessels^^  *  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  anxious  incertitude  of  the 
final  event ;  lest  after  all  our  painful  striving 
in  the  main,  yet  by  some  unfortunate  lapse 
before  the  victory  is  won,  we  ourselves  should 
be  cast  away.     When  we  thus  think  of  the 
Stake  at  issue,  we  hold  on  our  course  with 
painful  apprehensions,  "  working  out  our  saU 
vation  with  fear  and  tremblings  and  with  con- 
tinual watclifulness  and  difficulty  we  are  scarce* 
ly  able  to  "  keep  our  loins  girded  and  our  lights 
burning.^^   Thus  we  proceed  towards  the  goal 
pf  death  that  awaits  us,  passing  through  a  vale 
of  tears,  and  hardly  stem  the  impetuous  floods 
of  ungodliness,  which  threaten  to  overwhelm 
our  frail  bark  in  everlasting  night. 

The  greatest  saints  have  ever  been  free  to 
confess  the  painful  weight  of  those  apprehen- 
sions of  the  mind,  that  is  seriously  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  religion.    "  Why  abborrest  thou 

4 

♦  2.  Cor.  vf.  7. 
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my  ioul^  (says  David)  and  bidest  thou  thy  face 
from  me  f     Even  jrom  my  youth  up  thy  terrors 
have  I  suffered  with  a  troubled  mindy — and  the 
fear  of  thee  hath  undone  me^     But  as  the  dan- 
gers incident  to  our  probationary  state,  will 
then  be  reduced  in  number  and  lessened  in 
power,  so  will  the  sorrows  be  that  can  possi- 
bly arise  from  that  or  any  other  source.    "  For 
Christ  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyesy 
find  sorrow    and  sighing   shall  flee   aivay^ 
"And  the  kingdom  and  dominion  and  the 
greatness  of  the  kingdom   under  the  whole 
heaven,  shall  be  given  to  the  saints  of  the  Most 
High ;  whose  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  king- 
dom, and  all  dominions  shall  serve  and  obey 
him."     (Dan.  vii.  27.) 
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Tl>€  Roman  Catholic  Empire  of  Popery^  although 
in  a  state  of  rapid  decline^  yet  still  exists  the  chief 
stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  Christ* s  Kingdom. 
— //  is  to  be  broken  up  by  an  extraordinary  in- 
strument  of  Providence^  working  for  God  the 
work  of  i)in^eance  without  knowing  or  designing 
it.-^His  typical  resemblance  to  the  stone  cut  with' 
out  hands^  in  the  wonderful  circumstances  of  his 
rise  and  successful  career. 

1  HE  kingdom  of  the  saints  of  the  Mo9t 
High,  under  the  theocracjr  of  Christ  reigning 
oh  earth,  whatever  sense  may  be  put  upon  the 
numerous  and  very  extraordinary  descriptions 
of  it  given  by  the  prophets  ;  (whether  we  con- 
sider it  as  consisting  in  an  exalted  state  of  re-* 
ligion  and  manners  only^  or  as  including  also 
great  and  congenial  alterations  in  the  present 
political  relations  amongst  mankind;)  certainly 

VOL,  II,  ^  3    K 
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never  has  yet  appeared.  There  are  however 
indications  of  a  preparation  now  making  for 
its  introduction  in  due  time.  For  as  the  Ro^ 
vdan  empire  was  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  kingdom  of  Antichrist,  and  it  could  not 
be  revealed  until  that  was  removed,  so  has 
the  empire  of  Anticbrlst  ever  since  been  the 
great  stumbling  block  which  must  first  be 
taken  up  out  of  the  way,  before  the  sun  of 
righteousness  will  arise  in  his  full  brightness, 
*'  with  healing  under  his  wings,*'  and  dispel 
the  dark  clouds  of  superstition  and  iniquity, 
which  have  for  so  many  ages  overshadowed 
the  world. 

The  decline  and  fall  of  this  spiritual  Ro^ 
man  empire  hath  been  a. great  while  going  on, 
and  has  advanced  to  that  period  of  its  decay, 
from  whence  its  ruin  will  be  now  hastened 
on  with  a  rapid  progression.  Christ  hath 
^^  consumed  (in  a  great  measure)  his  enemy 
with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth^^  but  he  has  not 
yet  "  destroyed  him  with  the  brightness  ofbis^ 
coming^  The  rise  of  the  mystery  of  iniquity 
required  considerable  time  before,  the  impost- 
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hume  came  to  a  head,  and  produced  the  man 
OF  SIN  J  and  its  wasting  away  has  been  very 
similan       The  great  diflference  of   opinion 
where  to  fix  the  commencement  of  the  1260 
years  assigned  him,  is  the  occasion  of  the  un- 
certainty where  it  will  terminate.     Some  of 
the  periods  very  positively  laid  down  in  hy- 
pothesis for  his  destruction,  have  passed  very 
quietly  by,  and  left  him  still  subsisting,^ — 
somewhat  the  worse  indeed  for  the  wear  and 
tear  of  troublesome  times.      Howbeit,  not- 
withstanding lord  Peter  has  much  reigned  in 
his  choleric  temper  of  lat?,   and  laid  aside 
many  of  his  crazy  tricks,  he  still  exacts  from 
his  own  domestic  as  much  reverence  as  in 
his  better  days.     The  Roman  catholic  faith, 
though    somewhat^  disguised    in    protestant 
countries,  is  nothing  altered  in  its  most  ob- 
jectionable points ;  and  has  made  little  or  no 
advances  to  a  reconciliation  with  the  gospel, 
or  a  renunciation  of  its  own  errors.     The 
same  standard  of  faith  which  was  established 
at  the  cauncil  of  Trcnt^  is  still  the  standard  of 
prchodoxy  and  discipline ;  and  popery  is  still 

^  Heu !  quantum  mutatus  ab  illo  ! 
3K2 
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a  system  of  antkhristianisQi,  in  point  of  doc- 
trine, perhaps  as  much  at  this  day,  as  it  was 
in  the  plenitude  of  its  coercive  powen 

Antichrist  wa&  to  practise^  and  prosper^  and 
wear  out  the  saints  of  the  Most  IBgb  by  spi- 
ritual war  or  persecution,  more  or  Icss^  for 
1 260  years :  but  how  long  before  or  after  his 
commencement  of  actire  operations  he  waa 
to  subsist,  it  is  not  said*     The  indications  of 
his  approach  appeared  very  eariy,  and  the  se- 
yeraji  ancient  heretics  were  the  forerunners  of 
the  grand  apostacy  of  popery ;  the  idolatrous 
service  of  the  mass,  and  the  established  creed 
of  the  Romish  church,  being  a  choice  medley 
made  up  of  a  selection  from  most  or  all  of 
them,*  and  consecra^ted  by  the  decrees  of  se- 
veral councils,  to  be  of  equal,  or  even  superior 
authority  to  the  holy  scriptures^  which  con- 
demn  them, 

*  The  Popes  have  revived  and  broached  afresh  almost  all  th^ 
monstrous  tenets  of  the  ancient  heretic8,as  manifestly  appears  from 
the  account*  remammg  of  them,  compared  with  Popery.  The 
Valentinians,  Marcionites  and  others,  (as  is  testified  by 
Jrevaus  lib  iii.  ch,  I.  an  f  Tertullian  in  his  treatise  de prascrip- 
tioni-bus)  when  by  the  scriptures  they  were  confuted,  did  accuse 
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As  it  i^  certain  then  that  the  kingdom  of 
the  miiknaiuin  hath  not  yet  commenced,  so 
it  ia  alsQ  manifesft  that  the  bar  Iq  the  way  <d 

the  scriptures  of  in^erfection  and  obscurity ^  and  boldly  affirmed 
them  not  to  be  of  sufficient  authority  to  decide  all  matters  of 
faith.  Traditions  were  introduced  by  the  Carpocratians,  on 
siccount  of  the  ioeufficiency  of  scripture,  as  Irenscus,  Epipha- 
nijia  and  TertulUan  a:rer«  The  Pelagians  maiintainedtbat  it  was 
possible  for  man  after  the  i^^p$rfecdy  to  fulfil  the  law  ofGod, 
and  be  completely  just*  The  Basilian  and  Carpocrattan  heretics 
would  have  \};^ir  doctrines  usihnown  to  the-vulgdri  and  prohibited 
laymieii  frpn^  remilng  the  s€riptures>-^Iren/sur  lib.  i-  ch.  18. 
The  Mareionitesf  and  Mamchceans  did  conceit  Christ  to  have 
only  an  imaginary  and Jantast'ick  body  like  the  transubstantiated 
body  of  Popery,  The  Manichaans^  and  Tassians  forbid  marri- 
age to  the  pri  8t8  ^-^ August,  Epist  74?,  and  in  Nheres  4cO,  and4t6* 
The  Collyrldians  ^worshipped the  Virgin  Mary,  and  were  thence 
called  Mart  AN  I,  and  hy  Mptphanlus,  Hkres.  charged  with  idol- 
atry.  And  some  that  lu  or  shipped  angels  ^  were  branded  in  the 
catalogue  of  heretics,  with  the  title  of -aw^f/ia.— August ♦ 
Hsres.  9S  •  The  Gnosiicks  and  Carpocrattansy  reverenced  ima- 
^if-^J^enaus*  lib.  i.  ch,  24s,  Epiphan.  Hares  27«  &c. — and  the 
Marcionites  wjere  strenuous  advocates  for  virginity  and  celibacy* 
&c,— Epiphan.  Hacres  22.  History  of  Popery,  vol.  iii.  p» 
469.  See  Dr  Middleton's  exact  conformity  between  Popery 
and  Paganxs!v{  The  Monks  copyists  of  the  Manichees  in 
th«r  fastings  and  rejection.of  marriage.  See  Bower's  history  of 
the  Popes,  vol  ii.  p.  27  quarto. — Mental  reservation  and  Je- 
suitical casuistry,  adopted  from  the  Priscillianists«-*-eodem.  vol. 
i.  p.  250, 
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if  is  not  yet  removed,  and  the  man  of  iift^ 
either  under  the  character  of  the  beast,  or 
Us  iMAO£,  (the  tripple  crowned  king,)  or  at 
least  the  false  prophet,  hath  not  yet  end- 
ed his  reign,  or  mioistry  of  delusion  and  sin. 
For  if  it  be  alledged  that  the  pope  has  been 
now  actually  despoiled  of  his  temporal  do* 
minions,  and  no  longer  wears  the  three 
crowns,  and  other  ensigns  of  the  sovereign 
power,  fraudulendy  usurped  by  his  predeces^ 
sors,  (by  which  the  pope  became  the  litde 
horn,)  this  does  not  invalidate  the  argument, 
or  defeat  the  pcophecy,  but  accomplishes  it, 
as  I  have  shewn  in  a  former  Section,* 

The  prophet  Daniel,  after  thus  introducing 
the  decree  of  heaven^  for  the  kingdom  to  be 
given  to  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  pro- 
ceeds to  shew  the  very  extraordinary  means 
by  which  this  decree  shall,  at  the  time  of  the 
end,  be  carried  into  effect.— 

"  Forasmuch  as  thou  sawcst  that  the  stone 
was  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  bands  ^  and 

*  Section  xxili. p.  111. 
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that  it  brake  in  pieces  the  irotJj  the  brass ^  the 
clay^  the  silver^  and  the  gold^  the  great  God 
hath  made  known  to  the  king  what  shall 
come  to  pass  hereafter/'  The  stone  cut  with^ 
out  hands  is  generally  applied  to  our  blessed 
Saviour,  whose  kingdom  it  is  that  is  to  sue* 
ceed  that  of  Antichrist ;  that  wicked  usurper 
having  kept  him  out  of  the  greatest  part  of 
his  royal  sovereignty  over  the  church,  which 
should  have  been  surrendered  to  him  at  that 
period  when  Christianity  triumphed  over  pa- 
ganism, under  Constantine ;  and  the  holy 
prophet  (by  divine  anticipation  of  the  king^ 
dom  to  come)  made  proclamation,* — ^^  Now 
is  come  salvation  and  strength^  and  the  king* 
dom  cf  our  God^  and  the  power  of  bis  Christ.^* 
He  is  by  the  prophet  called.  "  the  stone  laid 
in  Sion. — A  foundation  stone  ;.  electa  precious ; 
— tf  tried  stone  /'  and  by  David  is  exalted  to 
^  the  bead  of  the  corner ^'^  He  is  both  the 
foundation  and  finishing  stone  of  the  build- 
ing of  God.  Christ  applies  these  prophecies 
to  himself,  and  even  in  the  same  manner,  (or 

*  Rev*  xli.  \^. 
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nearly  so,)  as  they  are  here  applied  by  Da- 
niel; representing  himself  as  a  stone  which 
should  be  the  cause  of  breaking  up  the  Jew- 
ish state  for  their  unbelief,  but  which  should 
be  lifted  up  in  a  more  extensive  and  tremen- 
dous destruction  against  the  man  of  sin  and  bis 
confederate  powers^  and  should  ^^  grind  them 
to  powder r^  The  jews  were  one  day  to 
have  a  second  cally  and  an  act  of  grace  and 
amnesty  was  to  be  passed  in  their  favor,  but 
the  destruction  of  Antichrist,  (the  ancient  de- 
stroying and  persevering  enemy,)  was  to  be 
for  ever,  and  without  hope ;  a  lively  image 
of  the  everlasting  torment  of  the  damned  in 
hell. 

Yet  any  hypothesis  which  rests  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  blessed  Jesus  will  come 
in  person  to  execute  these  judgments,  and  to 
establish  "  the  kingdom  of  the  saints  of  the 
Most  High,  raised  from  the  dead,*'  and  visi- 
bly to  reign  over  his  ancients  gloriously  in 
Jerusalem,  will  not  now  obtain  very  general 

*  Mat.  xxit.  42J 
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acceptation.  He  fulfilled,  in  a  figurative  sense^ 
his  own  declaration,  that  he  would  "  come  in 
the  clouds  of  beavenl*  to  execute  judgment 
upon  his  enemies,  the  unbelieving  jews ;  and 
he  will,  doubtless,  do  all  in  the  same  way  in 
this  second  great  act  of  divine  retribution  on 
earth.  What  God  does  by  his  angel,  or  some 
competent  instrument  of  his  providence,  raised 
up  on  purpose  to  fulfil  his  will,  that  he  is  vir- 
tually the  doer  of  himself. — ^^  Is  there  evil 
in  a  city,  and  the  lord  hath  not  done  it  ?" — 
Is  there  any  thing  absolutely  fortuitous  in  the 
world;  and  without  the  hand  of  God  in  it?* 
God,  by  special  direction  of  his  Providence, 
appointed  the  sword  of  man  against  Jerusa- 
lem ;  and  it  is  expressly  said  he  will  do  the 
same  against  the  mystic  Babylon,  f  "  He 
that  leadetb  (God's  people)  into  captivity y 
must  go  into  CAPrivitrr — How  very  re- 
markably these  words  seem  now  to  be,  in 
the  immediate  act  of  their  intended  accom- 
plishment, cannot  but  strike  every  thinking 
mind.     It  will  therefore  be  by  the  hand  of 

♦  Luke  xii,  6.  f  Jer,  1.  35. 
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7nan  that  he  will  hurl  the  thunderbolts  of  his 
wrath  upon  the  head  of  the  wicked,  "  will 
tread  down  the  people  in  bis  anger^  and  make 
thefn  drunk  in  his  jury^  and  will  bring  down 
their  strength  to  the  eartb.^  For  tbi  day  of 
vengeance  is  in  bis  hearty  and  the  year  of  bis 
redeemed  is  come^^  **  Upon  the  uticked  be 
shall  rain  snares^  fire  and  brimstone^  and  an 
horrible  tempest :  this  shall  be  the  portion  of 
their  cupr\ 

When  Christ  came  into  the  world  in  per- 
son, it  was  on  an  errand  of  "  peace  on  earth, 
and  goodwill  towards  men,"     And  he  sent 
an  harbinger  of  a  suitable  character,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  before  him,  as  the  prophet  thus, 
in  highly  figurative  terms,  describes  the  preach- 
ing of  the  baptist—"  The  voice  of  him  that 
crieth  in  the  wilderness,  prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  Lord^  make  strsdght  in  the  desert  afi 
highway  for  our  God.    Every  valley  shall  be 
exalted,  and  every  moimtain  and  hill  shall  be 
made  low :  and  the  crooked  shall  be  made 

*  Isaiah  Ixiii.  6.  f  Psalm  xi.  6. 
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straight)  and  the  rough  places  plain.  And  the 
glorjr  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  all 

j/?fi'i&"— (that  is,  the  whole  Jewish  nation) — 
**  shall  ue  it  together^  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  it."*  This  was  fulfilled 
by  John's  ministry  and  baptism^  and  the  re* 
markable  manner,  and  great  effect  with  which 
he  preached  repentance  oS.  sins  past,  and  faith 
in  him  that  should  come  after  him ; — where- 
by, as  another  prophet  says,  **  be  turned  the 
hearts  of  the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the 

justi^  gave  the  fullest  attestation  to  the  per- 
son and  high  pretensions  of  Jesus  to  be  the 
Messiah  and  ^^  Lamb  of  God^  which  taketb 
away  the  sins  of  the  worlds  He  levelled 
every  existing  obstruction  that  lay  in  the  way 
of  men's  giving  a  rational  assent  to  Christ's 
doctrine,  and  yielding  their  belief  to  the  di- 
vine testimony  from  heaven,  that  was  given 
in  his  miracles,  f 

"^  Isaiah  xl.  3  ji 

t  Ttie  great  impresiion  that  was  made  at  that  time,  (by 
the  preaching  of  John,)  when  the  appearance  of  the  Messiah 
waB  TO  universally  and  ardently  expected,  appears  every  where 
in  the  gospels,  by  the  multitudes  which  flocked  to  his  baplisnif 
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But  "  the  coming  of  the  Lord^^  on  this  very 
different  occasion^  to  enter  upon  his  kingdom 
in  the  greatness  of  his  strength,  and  punish 
the  rebellious  servants  that  would  not  have 
him  to  reign  over  them,  but  which  had  again 
cast  him  out  of  his  own  vineyard,  and  crucified 
him  afresh,  and  added  to  all  their  other  mis^ 
deeds,  the  usurpation  of  his  titles  and  of  his 
throne,  is  sounded  in  notes  of  alarm  and  ter- 
ror.    Gf  that  day  of  severe  retribution,  an 
harbinger  oi  another  sort  of  character  is  fore- 
told ;  tor  ^*  God  hath  created  all  things  for 
himselt,  yea,  even  the  wicked  for  the  day  of 
evil,"- — to  execute  the  judgments  written^  and 
to  "  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commands 

For  John  (though  a  field  preacher)  twos  no  raving  entini' 
siast,  but  haa  a  real  autbor'tty^  evidenced  by  prophecy  of  his  own, 
es  well  as  prophecy  precealng  him  j  and  by  the  universal  venera- 
tion of  the  people,  so  strongly  manifested,  that  the  scribes  did 
not  dare  to  dtny  his  prophetic  authority,  even  when  hard  fut 
to  it  to  defend  themselves  against  it. 

That  all  the  Jewish  nation  had  a  knowledge^  if  not  ?l  personal 
sight  of  Jesus f  by  mtans  ot  the  notorious  ministry  of  John,  may 
well  be  inferred  from  the  known  fact  of  jews  coming  yp  at  the 
great  ftast  to  Jerusalem,  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  So  that 
he  may  be  said  to  have  proclaimed  to  «<  all  fUshy^  as  well  as 
**to  the  cities  of  Judaby  behold  your  CodP' 
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ed  bim^  saitb  the  Lordy^'^  to  those  persevere 
ing  sinners,  who,  '^  in  the  hardnes,s  of  their 
hearts,  have  treasured  up  unto  themselves 
wrath  against  tbe  day  of  wratb^  and  revela-? 
tion  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God." 

The  barbinger  of  this  kingdom  of  tbe  saints^ 
must  therefore  be  expected  to  appear  very  dif-? 
ferently  furnished,  and  with  other  accompani- 
ments and  opposite  quaUties,  to  those  which 
distinguished  tiim  who  proclaimed  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  opening  of  the  approaching 
kingdom  of  the  Messias*  The  day  of  his  ap- 
pearance will  be  a  day  oj  gloominess^  a  day  of 
storm  and  tentpest :  and  the  instrument  of 
Providence  prepared  against  the  occasion,  will 
have  talents  suitable  to  his  office  j  not  as  a 
preacher  of  repentance  and  a  proposer  of 
terms  of  genuine  mercy,  but  as  the  unrelent- 
ing angel  pf  death,  to  sweep  the  devoted  world 
with  tbe  besom  of  destruction.  He  will  bring 
upon  the  votaries  of  imposture,-  by  guile  the 
feward  of  their  own  hypocrisy  and  sanctifie4 

*  Jeremiah  J,  21, 
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^uds*  By  rapine  and  oppression  he  will 
spoil  and  bring  down  to  the  earth  the  spoUer 
and  weakeaer  of  the  nations.  By  taunts  and 
insulty  degradation  and  captivity j  he  will  re* 
pay  the  accumulated  debt  of  spiritual  despot- 
ism and  cruelty.  And  by  blood  he  will  avenge 
the  righteous  blood  of  God's  saints  and  mar- 
tyrs, which  hath  long  cried  for  vengeance  up^ 
on  his  head,— ^It  is  just  such  a  dissdudon  of 
the  fotirth  universal  monarchy,  or  Roman 
EMPIRE  in  its  last  itate^  which  is  indmated 
by  Daniel,  (vii.  1 1,)  and  he  assigns  the  mon- 
strous impiety  of  that  government  at  that 
time,  (and  in  the  form  he  describes,  undo: 
the  reign  of  the  littie  horn,)  as  the  cause  of 
its  punishment.  "  I  beheld  then  because  of 
the  voice  of  the  great  words  which  the  born 
spake ^  J  beheld  even  till  the  hEAST  was  slain^ 
and  his  body  destroyed^^ — (the  kingdoms  in 
spiritual  confederacy  with  him  were  all  broken 
up) — ^^  and  given  to  the  burning  jiamer*' 

♦  His  body  means  the  whole  aggregate  of  popery,  and 
this  judgment  is  now  in  the  ftill  course  of  its  accomplishment 
upon  the  papal  thrones.  But  the  peculiar  territories  of  the 
FOPF.DOM,  the  very  heart  of  this  body  of  the  beast,  will  be  in 
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The  miraculous  stone  (cut  out  without  hands^ 
and  without  any  known  origin,)  in  this  pro* 
phecy  of  Daniel,  must  in  the  first  sense  apply 
to  Christ,  by  whose  power  and  designation 
the  great  effects  it  produces  are  virtually 
wrought,  bethe  angel  of  destruction,  which 
he  sends  as  his  proxy  to, work  for  him  *  on 
this  occasion^  who  or  what  he  may  happen  to 
be.  He  is  to  fall  upon  the  image,  and  parti- 
cularly on  its  toesy  which  signify  the  Roman 
empire  drawn  out  even  to  decrepitude  of  age, 
and  changed  from  solid  iron  to  a  debilitated 
compound,  having  been  modelled  in  its  ex- 
tremities out  of  the  miry  clay  of  popery^  inti- 
mately insinuating  itself  into  the  divided  re- 
mains of  the  Roman  empire,  or  ten  kingdoms. 
But  as  it  is  certain  Christ  will  not  do  this  in 
person,  but  by  natural  causes  and  a  human 
agenty  we  may  expect  the  instrument  of  his 
Providence  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  oncy 
as  the  work  assigned  him  is  of  vast  extent, 
and  great  and  many  difficulties. 

a&  likelihoods  BteraBy  ghen  to  the  devouring  Jiamc  of  <<  Topketf 
nritmudofotd  *'  for  thia  momentouf  occamn, 
*  Ezekiel  xxix^  20. 
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In  the  mysterious  origin  of  the  stone ^  the  di^ 
vine  and  unsearchable  nature  of  Christ  is  sig-* 
ni/ied;  who,  before  the  worlds  were,  existed 
•*  with  God^  and  was  God^^  He  was  intro- 
duced into  the  world  in  a  mysterious  man- 
nefj  being  bom  of  a  virgin  mother^  and  sub- 
sisting in  it  as  perjeet  God  and  perfect  man.  * 
The  stoncy  after  the  destruction  of  the  image, 
becoming  a  mountain^  is  equally  emblematical 
of  Christ.  For  he  described  his  own  king- 
dom in  this  manner,  as  growing  from  an  ob- 
scure and  insignificant  beginning,  to  a  prodi- 
gious magnitude^ 

If  we  should  find  the  workman  he  employs 
to  beat  down  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  pos- 
sessed of  many  points  of  resemblance  to  the 
description  of  the  stone^  (I  mean  in  an  inferior 
sense,)  it  would  be  only  after  the  usual  man- 
ner of  the  prophets,  who  mostly  preserve  a 
striking  analogy  between  the  primary  and 

*  In  aUasion  to  this,  St  Paul  makes  Melchisedec  (<<  with- 
out father,  without  mother,  without  descent,  and  having  no 
cad  of  dayi,  nor  beginning  of  life/*)  a  type  of  Christ,— Hebt 
vii,  St^ 
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secondary  objects  of  their  prophecies.  The 
obscurity  of  bis  rise^  the  wonderful  and  rapid 
eff^ects  he  produces ^  and  the  unexpected  mag-- 
nitude  to  which  he  attains^  is  ail  I  mean  by- 
such  analogy:  in  this  instance* 

He  will  be  found  then,  we  may  suppose, 
to  have  arisen  far  beyond  his  own  most  san- 
guine hopes  (or  even  imagination),  from  low 
obscurity  to  the  very  summit  of  what  the 
world  calls  glory ;  emerging  as  it  were  out 
of  nothing,  he  is  lifted  up  to  the  empire  over 
kings,  and  the  supreme  dictatorship  of  the 
Roman  world.  From  a  mere  stone,  a  missile 
weapon  of  war  of  ordinary  violence,  and  at 
the  command  of  others,  he  acquires,  with- 
out observation,  the  destructive  weight  and 
magnitude  of  a  falling  mountain^  and  demands 
the  space  of  the  whole  earth  to  fill  the  im- 
mensity of  his  inordinate  ambition.  Not  al- 
lied to  the  ancient  dynasty  of  kings,  but  cut 
out  of  the  common  mass^  by  the  designation  of 
Providence  (to  convince  the  world  that  the 
work  is  from  God,  and  that  his  counsel  shall 
stand).    He  is  hurled  with  the  resistless  ener< 

VOL.  II,  3   M 
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gy  of  an  Oolnipotent  hand,  against  die  image, 
(the  representative  of  the  people  of  the  divine 
indignation,  the  land  of  graven  images^)  and 
is  prospered  with  a  success  that  astonishes  and 
paralyses  the  world.  But  if  he  presumes  to 
deviate  from  the  course  prescribed  to  him, 
(as  prophecy  has  foretold  that  he  would  2^-* 
tempt  to  do,*  seeking  his  own  glory  and 
private  revenge  alone,  and  not  knowing  tfa^ 
be  works  for  Gody  who  givetb  bim  the  king-- 
dom  of  Egypt  for  bis  reward^)  he  becomes 
robbed  of  his  gigantic  strength,  like  Samp* 
son  shorn,  and  is  found  weak   as  another 

man# 

» 

To  answer  theref(Mre,  in  any  degree,  the 
prophecies  of  tbe  latter  part  of  the  last  dajs^ 
and  the  breaking  up  of  the  subusting  Roman 
empire  in  its  mixed  and  last  form,  mystically 
represented  by  the  feet  and  toes  of  tbe 
image^  or  the  ten  boms  of  tbe  beast^  we  must 
look  for  the  appearance  of  another  AlexAit- 
DER,  subduing  the  nations  given  to  his  sword^ 
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vifkh  the  rapidity  of  ^  a  fire  that  burncth  up 
the  stubMe,  and  comiQg  upon  princes  as  upon 
TiK^rttf ,  and  as  the  potter  treadcth  clay."* — 
Alexander  the  Great  had  some  advantages  in 
his  favor.  He  was  of  a  royal  descent^  the 
soa>  of  »  eonqperof ,  who  was  also  a  great  po- 
litical genius^  He  wa^  thus  inured  to  the 
contempt  of  danger  from  his  earliest  years, 
and  bred  up^  (with  example  before  him)  in 
the  habits  of  conquest,  aad  the  emulation  of 
his  fatherV  ambitionn  Thus  he  was  led  by 
the.  hand  into  the  tl'ack  of  glcMry  which  he  af- 
terwards trod  with  so  loud  a  fame,  and  with 
sn  unfailing  good  fortune^  rather  than  a  pru- 
dence of  conduct  which  trusts  nothing  to 
chance,  or  a  courage  equalled  by  super-emi- 
nent ability  in  the  art  of  destruction.  These 
considisrations  moderate^  in  some  degree,  the 
wonder  of  his  conquest  of  the  effeminate  Per- 
sians»  and  the  whole  world,  (in  those  days,) 
with  so  small  a  force,  and  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time.f     But  ixj  the  instance  before  us,  the 

*  Isai.  xli,  25. 

t  Quid  Macedo  Alexander  ?  cum  ab  incunte  state  rf  3 
;naximaf  gcnere  coepisset,  nonnc  tertio  ct  trigesgimo  anno  moiv 

3  M  2 
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whole  is  altogether  extraorflinary.  The  stone 
dashes  agdnst  the  image,  still  standing  as  it 
had  stood  for  ages,  (to  all  outward  apprehen- 
sion, in  the  greatness  of  its  strength  ;)  and  by 
the  terrible  collision,  breaks  it  in  pieces  ^  as 
small  as  the  chaff  of  the  summer  threshing 
jloors^  and  becomes  itself  a  mountain^  of  con- 
sequence enough  to  fill  (or  overshadow)  all  ^ 
the  earth.  This  seems  far  to  exceed  the  com- 
mon principles  of  human  calculation,  and  to 
be  a  work  of  Providence  worthy  to  be  noti- 
fied to  the  world  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 

The  successful  imposture  of  Mohammed 
arises  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  Moham-- 
medy  the  author  of  it,  is  the  angel  having  the 
key  of  that  treasurehouse  of  all  error  and 
wickedness,  and  who  opens  the  pit  f'  but  the  • 

tern  obiit  ?  quae  est  setas,  nostris  legibus^  decern  annis  minor 
quam  conmlaris.  Cicero  Pbilipic  V*' 

**  Alexander  from  his  early  youth  was  accustomed  to  the  con- 
duct of  aSairs  of  the  greatest  consequence,  and  died  in  his  thi'r* 
tieth  year,  an  age  earlier  by  ten  years,  than  that  which  at  Rome 
entitled  men  to  stand  for  the  dignity  of  the  consulship." 

*  Ref  ix,  2. 
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octraordinary  conductor  of  this  portentous  re- 
volution, (which  involves  the  fates  of  many 
kingdoms,)  has.no  origin  assigned  him,  but 
is  produced  out  of  the  teeming  womb  of  time 
and  chance.     "  Cut  out  of  the  mountain  ^'■^{ot 
the  mass  of  maoldnd,  in  a  state  of  anarchical 
confusion,  by  "a  mighty  tumult  from  the 
Lord,"*)  "  without .  hands ^^"^ihdX,  is,  by  no 
sagacity  or  foresight  of  man,  no  political  in-* 
fluence  or  power  either  designing  or  being: 
set  to  work,  in  the  first  instance,  to  open  the 
way.     But  the  instrument  which  proves  so 
fully  competent  to  the  work,  is  of  God*s  own 
providing,  for  the  secret  purposes  of  his  un-, 
searchable  wisdom  ;  and  the  means  of  bring- 
ing him  forward,  and  the  field  of  action  itself, 
on  which  his  first  exploits  were  to  be  display- 
ed, are  all  the  creation  of  providential  circum- 
stances, in  which  the  hand  of  man  hath  no 
share,  nor  the  contingencies  of  changeful  for-r 
tune  have  any  power  of  controul. 

A  man,  not  ennobled  by  ancestry,  in  the 
midst  of  a  proud  nation,  but  of  plebeian  ex^ 

♦Zech.xiiii.  13* 
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lxacdo%  and  even  a  £bragner,  grawbg^  up  m 
uanodced  obscarity,  and  unknomi   ta  the 
world  till  it  £sk^  hy^  htai  expeiietk^e,  &t€ 
m^hty  energies  of  hb  miad;  nse^vtp  rnddtmlj 
npoa  the  csag^e  wings  of  unforeseen  bat  iavor^ 
able  oppomunly  y  and  arcomstaaces,  which  bk 
courage  and  gquus  abas  were  competent  to 
seize,  and  torn  to-  his  own  advantage.     £KfS<« 
cuMes  and  dangers  that  would  haw  put  a 
fatal  penod  to  the  most  Tentrons  darmg  in 
almost  any  odier  man^  (such  is  the  cast  of 
tibe  die,  and  so  has  the  win  <tf  heaven  ordain- 
ed !}  ly  before  hkn  like  the  misty  vapours 
of  the  morning  before  the  rising  sun.    Every 
thing  conspires  to  opeQ  a  broad  and  easy 
way  for  him  (as  it  was  promised  to  Cyras  in 
prophecy^)  to  pass  on  to  the  next  objeftt  of 
bis  rising  ambition,  as  if  it  were  the  design 
of  Providence  to  excite,  by  fresh  acquisitions, 
a  greater  thirst  of  conquests  predestinatal  to 
his  sword.     The  eye  of  justice,  meanwhile, 
is  averted,  and  forbears  to  take  notice  (for 
the  present)  of  the  means  made  use  pf  to  en-* 

*  Itai.  xlv.  1,  2,  S. 
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sure  and  hasten  the  acqnbidon  of  ids  desiie^ 
Little  scrupulous  of  the  sentiments  of  the  peo« 
pie,  in  a  fickle  nation  (where  the  rights  of 
man  and  the  adoration  of  reason  had  over- 
thrown legitimate  government  and  religious 
establishments,  and  had  become  the  objects  of 
a  new  idolatry,)  he  erects  upon  the  very  altar 
of  liberty,  a  military  tyranny,  whose  little  fin- 
ger was  more  grievous  than  even  the  loins  of 
the  former  corrupt  and  oppressive  goviem- 
ment.     Confiding  in  his  fortune,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  he  re^ 
solutely  fixes  himself  in  the  seat  of  their  he- 
reditary kings,  in  a  country  shaken  to  the 
very  centre  with  revolutionary  anarchy,  and 
convulsed  widi  the  most    unprincipled   and 
atheisdcal  licentiousness  and  sanguinary  cruel- 
ty.     In  the  midst  of  the  scene  of  unexampled 
terror  on  every  side,  and  undismayed  by  the 
infernal  yell  of  jacobin  perfidiousness,  or  the 
slaughtered  carcasses  and  still  reeking  blood  c£ 
other  tyrants,  which  had  trodden  before  hint 
the  same  perilous  path  of  glory,  and  fallen  at  the 
very  goal  j  he  plants  the  chair  of  supreme  au- 
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thority,  and  usurps  the  doubtful  past  Mmsd^ 
and  soon  converts  it  to  an  imperial  throne. 

'*  I  let  out  in  the  current  of  the  tide. 

And  not  one  wind  that  blows  around  the  con^pass. 

But  drives  me  to  success.         Ambition  now 

Soars  to  its  darling  height,  and  eagle-like 
Looks  at  the  sun  of  poweri  enjoys  its  blaze. 
And  grows  famihar  with  the  brightness.— Now  I  sec 

Dominion  nigh. Superiority 

Beckons,  and  points  me  to  the  chair  ot*  stATE^ 
There  grandeur  robes  me." 

King  Charles  L 

Such  a  man  as  this,  and  iil  such  circum- 
stances of  the  times,  seems  by  nature  to  have 
been  placed  at  an  immeasurable  distance  from 
the  giddy  height  of  this  lofty  pinnacle  of  the 
temple  of  fame:  yet  he  attained  it  by  hasty  ^ 
strides:  while  the  same  invisible  hand  that 
pushed  him  upwards,  continued  afterw?irds, 
(for  the  perfecting  of  the  work  designed,)  to 
wrap  him  in  a  cloud  from  the  nerveless  stroke 
of  the  assassin's  dagger,  and  the  fruitless  con-* 
spiracy  of  injured  liberty,  or  disappointed  envy 
and  ambition.  .  For  it  cannot  be,  that  his  bold 
and  successful  career  can  be  terminated  by  a 
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premature  fiitc,  or  till  be  bath  fully  exeeuteithe 
task  wbereunto  God  batb  sent  bim.  The  right* 
€0us  will  of  heaven  must  have  its  course,  and 
"  that  determined  in  tbe  vision  <^  many  days^ 
shall  be  done^^ 


VOJ^  II. 
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SECTION   XXXVIt 


Prophecy  only  with  certainty  to  be  interpreted  by  the 
SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES. — Great  changes  in  the  Ro- 
man Empire  foretold  in  prophecy. — Corresponding 
indicatio7i5  of  them  in  the  present  time.-^  The 
Scourge  of  Popery ^  or  the  Breaker ^  compared  U 
Cyrus  J  in  respect  of  his  success  ^  as  God's  instrU" 
ment  of  destruction. — Allusions  in  the  Prophets  to 
the  termination  of  his  wonderful  career. 

JlLVERY  attempt  that  has  been  made  to  ap- 
ply the  divine  predictions  of  the  prophets  to 
events  that  are  altogether  in  the  womb  of  time, 
and  of  which  none  of  the  previous  indications 
have  yet  appeared,  has  shewn  the  precarious 
nature  of  conjecture  in  such  instances,  by  the 
total  failure  of  the  most  delicate  and  finespun 
webs  of  speculation,  woven  by  many  ingeni- 
ous theorists.  It  is  declared  in  plain  terms, 
and  the  reason  of  things  requires  it,  that  pro- 
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phccy  should  not  be  perfectly  understood  un- 
til the  events  foretold  in.  it  have  taken  place. 
**  But  tbou^  Daniel^  shut  up  the  words^  and 
seal  thje  book^  even  to  the  time  of  the  end^^ 

We  see,  indeed,  to  our  utter  astonishment, 
that  even  when  time  and  stubborn  facts  have 
actually  verified  the  words  of  prophecy  in  the 
persevering  unbelief  of  the  jews ^  and  the  cruel 
persecutions  of  the  saints^  by  the  man  of 
SIN,  the  persons  implicated  either  cannot,  or 
will  not  see  the  accomplishment  of  them,  but 
persist  each  in  the  error  of  his  way,  until  in 
the  end,  the  judgments  denounced  fail  upon 
them,  and  "  they  receive  that  recompence  of 
their  error  which  is  meet." — ^^  Many  shall  be 
purified^  and  made  white ^  and  tried; — ^but  the 
wicked  shall  do  wickedly^  and  none  of  the 
wicked  shall  understand^  but  the  wise  shall 
understands^  \ 

That  mistakes  in  the  interpretation  of  pro- 
phecies still  future,  sl'iould  have  been  made 

*  Dan,  xii.  4,  •*-  Dan.  Kii.  10. 
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by  even  well  designing  persons^  b  therefore 
not  surprising*  Bat  as  there  miist  be  a  time 
when  even  those  that  have  been  the  least  tm*- 
derstood  will  become  perfectly  dear,  we  must 
wait  for  the  indications  given  in  the  prophecy 
itself  y  and  the  "  signs  of  the  times ^^  by  which 
the  season  of  its  approach  will  not  fidl  to  be 
distingubhable.  Those  great  changes  in  the 
outward  state  of  the  world y  by  which  the  ia« 
terests  of  religion  were  to  be  deeply  affected, 
and  which  have  been  therefore  made  the  hnd 
marks,  or  signals,  to  guide  us  from  one  pe- 
riod of  prophetic  time  to  anothef,  will  scsufce^ 
Xj  be  mistaken  (and  not  understood  as  the 
true  objects  of  their  respective  prophecies)  by 
persons  of  candid  minds,  having  neither  inter* 
ests  nor  prepossessions  that  stand  in  the  way^ 
to  bias  their  judgment  in  the  interpretation. 

When  occurrences  of  a  very  remarkable  na* 
turc,  and  followed  by  consequences  little  ex* 
pected,  but  of  powerful  and  extensive  influence 
upon  the  affairs  of  men,  have  fixed  the  ana- 
ous  attention  of  mankind  in  every  land,  where 
Christianity  is  known,  and  given  a  new  faoe 
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sndform  to  a  gnat  part  of  the  world  thai  was  ^ 
otice  the  empire  of  the  Casars^  a^d  which  hadx 
since  been  subjected  to  the  spiritual -rule  of 
the  holy  Roman  catholic  church  and  Pontiffs  ; 
it  may  then  be  not  deemed  premature  to  en-t 
qvure  into  the  prophecies  of  the  last  tsmes^  with 
a  view  to  the  better  understanding  of  them»    . 

However  wide  of  the  truth  our  present 

conceptions  may  turn  out  to  be,  concerning 

the  full  es^bUshment  of  the  kingdom  erf*  Christ, 

in  the  millennium,  as  that  is  still  future,  it 

is  probable  that  we  are  less  liable  to  any  ma-. 

t^al  error  in  the  interpretation  of  those  pro-' 

phecies,  which  relate  to  the  overthrow  of  the 

KINGDOM  OF  ANTICHRIST,  and  the  prin- 

cipal  characteristics  and  prophetic  marks,  by 

which  THE  BREAKER  (oT  the  instrument  of 

Providence  who  is  to  act  as  proxy  for  Christ 

in  executing  his  threatened  vengeance  upon 

his  enemies,)  may  be  distinguished,  when  he 

appears. 

How  difficult  and  dark  soever  the  prophc- 
cies  were  before,  yet  when  the  time  is  at  hand, 
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and  it  is  needful  that  they  should  be  under* 
stood,  they  cer^dnly  cease  to  be  so,  (if  man- 
kind will  open  their  eyes  and  see,)^  tha^  thus 
the  candid  and  faithful  may  avail  themselves 
of  that  light,  (in  the  general  darkness  which 
infolds  the  unbelieving  and  unprepared,)  and 
may  give  way  to  the  means  by  which  the 
will  of  God  (previously  revealed  in  prophecy, 
and  now  manifested  by  corresponding  signs,) 

*  This  18  remarkably  exempliiied  in  tke  prophecies  of  pope-> 
ry  •  Time  WTiswben  almost  all  the  world  wondered  afier  the  Beatt^ 
and  wonbtpped  himt  and  received  tiis  doctrines  as  divine.  But 
when  "God  suddenly  shot  at  him  with  a  swift  arrow  (from  t!ie 
quiver  of  LuTHRRy)  and  he  was  wounded," — his  errors  be- 
came palpable  and  manifest,  his  doctrines  were  *<  doctrines  ofdc- 
vils"  and  his  miracles  and  reliques  all  "  lying  wonders.'' — **  Yea 
fheir  own  tongues  shall  make  them  fall,*'  and  popery  shall  be- 
come the  object  of  contempt  and  derision,  no  arguments  being 
more  forcible  against  it  than  those  which  are  drawn  from  the 
admissions  and  claims  of  its  ablest  advocates,  who  convict  them- 
selves of  antichristianism  and  idolatry  by  their  *•  own  words ;  * 
and  that  so  clearly,  that  all  men  of  any  candour  cannot  fail  to 
see  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy  in  their  case,  as  manifestly  as  in 
that  of  the  jews,— **  They  shall  say ,  this  hath  God  done,  for  f&ey 
shall  perceive  that  it  is  hit  work"  (Psalm  Ixiv.)  D  ubtless  the 
very  same  will  liappen  when  the  total  overthrow  of  popery  is  to 
be  accomplished.  The  prophecies  of  that  event  wi/l  he  m 
kngerdarh,  nor  denied  by  any  but  papists  themselves. 
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is  upon  the  eve  of  its  full  accomplishment  Oft 
this  just  ground  our  Lord  censured  the.  jews^ 
that  as  quick  sighted  as  they  were  in  whatever 
concerned  their  prejudices^  and  their  false 
views  of  their  own  security  and  interest,  yet? 
they  were  unable  to  discern  "/y&^  signs  of  the 
times^^  and  those  strong  and  manifest  indica- 
tions by  which  the  accomplishment  of  their 
most  important  prophecies  was  shewn  to  be 
even  at  the  doors. 

From  the  computation  of  the  time,  (not- 
withstanding those  circumstances  which  have 
been  the  cause  of  some  uncertdnty  designedly 
connected  with  it,)  and  other  evidences  arising 
from  the  corresponding  testimony  of  many 
strong  facts,  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  these 
Reflections,  it  manifestly  appears  that  the  time 
of  preparation  for  great  changes  is  fully  come ; 
and  whenever  this  is  the  case,  God  will  not 
be  at  a  loss  to  find  or  create  suitable  instru- 
ments^ competent  to  the  work  he  assigns  them. 

There  is  now  a  very  conspicuous  character, 
towards  whose  extraordinary  enterprises,  and 
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ihe  woodeifbl  success  that  has  attended  apQn 
them,  to  the  afflicting  of  the  papal  Roman  trn^ 
pirt^  all  efes  have  been  mmed  with  Tarioos 
upprebensiotts;  while  every  succeeding  year 
winds  up  the  alternate  hope  and  fear  of  the 
astonished  world  to  a  pitch  of  expectation, 
which  no  trivial  events  (or  mean  catastrof^e 
to  the  lengthened  tragedy)  can  satisfy.^- 


-"  That  man^f  heart 


Can  both  contrive  and  execute  the  worsts 

And  the  most  daring  actions  yet  conceivM* 

Ambitious,  bbody,  resolute  and  wise  $ 

He  neV  betrays  his  meaning  till  he  actSj 

And  ne'er  looks  out  but  with  the  eye  of  purpose  : 

His  head  so  cool,  that  it  appears  the  top 

Of  Alpise  his,  <lad  with  slow  wasting  snow  ; 

His  execution  rapid  as  the  force 

Of  felling  waters  thundering  down  its  base,*' 

KiHO  Char];.es  L 

If  succ^s,  as  the  poet  avers,  stamps  the  cha* 
racter  upon  all  enterprises,  and  the  hero  of 
die  tale  is  to  be  covered  with  glory  ^  or  loaded 
^ith  execraticHis  and  historical  infamy y  as  fcM> 
tune  shall  decide  j  this  great  man  seems  al- 
ready to  have  acquked  a  very  splendid  lutch 
in  the  temple  of  fame  along  with  Cyrus, 
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AitRXAKDER,  and  Cjbsar,  the  8courges^  of 
the  world  in  their  respective  times^  and  who 
designed  as  little  as  he  the  fulfilment  of  pro- 
phecy, the  glory  of  God,  or  the  amelioration 
of  the  state  of  mankind,  by  the  introduction 
of  righteousness  and  peace  upon  earth. 

He  has  been  raised  to  a  prodigious  emi-  . 
nence,  by   a  course   of  very  extraordinary 
events,  in  which  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  hand  of  God  was  employed,  both  from 
the  tendency  that  the  exaltation  of  a  charac-* 
ter  of  this  description  has,  to  the  fulfilment  of 
the  judgment  written  against  the  papal  apos--^ 
TACTy  and  also  from  the  long  duration  and  un^ 
expected  stabdity  of  an  empire  founded  as  this 
has  been,  and  perpetuated  upon  a  suffering  and 
reluctant  people  ;  compelled  to  become  the  ex^ 
ecutionerji  of  the  judgments  of  God  upon  others^ 
by  means  which  at  the  same  time  inflict  an  equal 
share  of  the  vengeance  upon  themselves. 

He  sprung  from  "  the  roof\  of  popery,^ 
and  was  fostered  in  the  midst  of  the  corrup- 

*  Isai,  xiv.  29» 
VOL,  IW  30 
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lions  of  that  apostacy  of  which  be  lus  proved 
die  afflicting  scourge:  and  he  cannot  cease 
from  goading  it  on  by  ihe  most  extraordi- 
nary means^  (perilous,  even  in  tlic  extreme, 
to  the  security  ot  his  own  persoui  and  the 
perpetuity  of  his  precarious  power;)  to  meet 
that  fatal  catastrophe  that  awaits  it.  like 
Pharoah,  he  affords  an  evidence  to  the 
present  unbelieving  world^  of  the  foreknow- 
ledge and  oinnipotence  of  God,  *^far  lo  this 
end  have  /  raisc^J  tbec  up^  for  to  skew  in  tbtc 
my  power t^  to  display  that  wonderful  over- 
rtiting  influence,  which,  without  destroying 
the  freedom  of  man,  so  that  he  should  not 
become  justly  accountable  for  the  good  or 
evil  of  his  actions,  can  give  such  a  direction 
to  his  passion^  that  tlie  will  of  heaven  is 
eventually  fultilled  by  those  vast  projects  of 
human  ambition,  which  have  for  their  secret 
objects  the  very  reverse  of  God*s  dcsif^iis, — 
Like  S£KNACH£Er6|  he  is  appointed  the 
0ReA)^ER»  ^  to  pull  down^  and  to  dcitroy^  and 
(q  lay  wmie  t be  fenced  cities  in  ruined  heaps l^ 
from  which  the  palkdium  of  the  divine  pro- 
tection is  withdrawiu     Like  Alexander^ 
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he  outstrips  the  winds  in  the  rapidity  of  his 
march  of  conquest,  and  with  the  violence  of 
a  "whirlwind^  and  an  overflowing  scourge^  he 
**  enters  into  the  countries,  and  overflows,  and 
passes  over,"  while  he  directs  his  course  against 
the  hypocritical  nation^  the  men  of  God's  curse^ 
and  is  maintained  and  prospered  in  the  most 
perilous  attempts,  and  shielded  from  harm  in 
the  most  critical  moments  of  danger.  Neither 
the  hostile  sword,  nor  his  own  impetuosity, 
and  contempt  of  fortune,  involving  him  in 
irretrievable  disaster. 

God  is  so  noble  a  pay-master,  that  he  even 
^.cknowledges  with  reward  the  services  of 
them  that  acknowledge  not  him,  when  (by  a 
secret  instinct)  he  sends  them  upon  the  exe- 
cution of  his  judgments  upon  other  sinners  ; 
as  he  plainly  declares  in  Ezekiel,  xxix.  i8. 
**  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon, 
caused  his  army  to  serve  a  great  service  a^ 
gainst  Tyrusj  every  head  was  made  bald, 
and  every  shoulder  was  peeled :  yet  bad  be 
no  wage^l^ — (he  was  unsuccessful  in  that 
war,)^-"  nor  his  army  for  Tyrus^  for  the  ser«t 
30a 
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vice  that  he  had  served  against  it.  I  have 
given  him  the  land  of  Egypt  for  his  labor, 
wherewith  he  served  against  Tyre,  because 
they  wrought  for  me^  saith  the  Lord  God.** 
A  reward  of  the  same  kind  is  also  given  to 
this  powerful  instrument  of  Providence  in  the 
present  day.  The  mystical  Egypt^  and  all  its 
unavailing  multitude,  and  its  wealth,  are  given 
him  for  a  prey.  **  He  shall  stretch  forth  Jbis 
hand  also  upon  the  countries^  and  the  land  of 
Egypt  shall  not  escape.  But  he  shall  have 
power  over  the  treasures  qfgold^  and  of  silver^ 
and  over  all  the  precious  things  of  Egypt  T"^ 
This  is  briefly  expressed  by  the  stone  strik- 
ing upon  "  thefeet^^  of  the  great  image,  (the 
Roman  ecclesiasiico-political  empire,)  "  which 
were  of  iron  and  clayl^  and  breaking  them 
to  pieces ;  when  presently  all  the  several  parts 
which  had  made  up  the  whole  image  fell  in 
one  after  another,  like  comets  into  the  sun, 
and  made  so  mai.y  additions  to  the  stone  ; 
*'  and  it  became  a  great  mountain  (thereby,)  and 
fillea  the  whole  eatth^^  (or  Roman  empire.) 

*  Dan.  «i«  42. 
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Cyros,  another  glorious  dcstroTcr  of  men, 
is  mentioned  by  name  in  prophecy,  a  hundred 
years  before  his  birth,  not  so  mudi  on  account 
of  his  piety,  or  humanity,  or  other  eminent 
virtues,  (notwithstanding  Xenophon  has  given 
a  labored  encomium  of  him.      For  other  au- 
thors have  drawn  his  character  and  exploits  in 
very  different  colours,*)  but  because  vfthe  e-^ 
n^entual  good  to  the  afflicted  jews^  which  re- 
stilted  from  his  successful  ambition,  and  his 
attainment  of  the  empire  of  the  world.     TTie 
great  cruelty,  and  bloodshed,  and  havoc  of 
mankind,  by  which  his  power  was  acquired, 
is  signified  in  the  emblem  chosen  by  the  spirit 
of  prophecy   (in  Danielf )   to  represent  the 
Persian  empire^  and  Cyrus,  its  first  mon- 
arch.     "And  behold!  another  beast,  a  se- 


*  Herodotus,  Justin,  and  Valerius  Maximus  report,  that 
Cyrus  came  to  a  miserable  en  :,  being  killed  in  battle  by 
Tomyris,  queen  of  Scytbia  ;  his  {lead  was  cut  off  and  t}»rown 
into  a  vessel  filled  with  blood,  with  this  t^untnig  reproach  of 
his  cruelty* — "  Satia  te  sanguine,  Cyre," — *•  '  ow  take  thy 
fill  of  blood,  Cyrus."  1  he  bear^  as  commentators  think,  was 
chosen  (in  Daniel)  for  his  emblem^  on  account  of  its  cruelty 
and  voraciousness  of  flesh. 

t  Dan.  vii.  5, 
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^nd^  like  to  a  bear^  and  it  raised  up  itself  on 
one  side^  and  it  had  three  ribs  in  the  mouth 
of  it,  between  the  teeth  of  it,  and  they  said 
unto  it,  arise,  devour  much  fl£sh." 

Yet  as  the  scripture  takes  notice  of  extras 
neous  characters,  only  so  far  as  the  church 
and  true  people  of  God  would  either  suffer, 
or  be  benefited  by  the  eminent  predominaa- 
cy  of  their  power,  the  character  of  Gyru^ 
stands  high  in  the  prophetic  page ;  and  God 
calls  him  "  bis  sbepberd^^-^htcdM^  in  con- 
sequence of  bis  decree,  the  jews  were  re-e^ 
tablished,  and  their  city  ^d  temple  rebuilt ;— ^ 
and  " bis  servant j^  though  he  was  an  hea- 
then, on  account  of  tbe  ready  obedience  be 
gave  to  tbe  will  of  the  Qod  qf  Jsrael^  as  sooq 
as  it  was  notified  to  him,  by  prophecies  com^* 
mitted  to  writing,  and  of  high  established  re-, 
putation,  long  before  his  birth*  *      ♦^  Thus 

*  The  homage  which  was  thus  paid  to  the  God  of  Israel 
by  Cyrus,  an  heathen  prince,  at  the  expence  of  the  strongest 
prejudices  of  the  Persian  Nation,  and  in  contradiction  to  the 
first  principles  of  the  Magian  religion,  in  which  he  had  been 
bred,  was  thus  acknowledged  in  sacred  prophecy  with  the 
respect  and  reward  it  deservedt 
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saith  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus, 
nvbose  right  band  I  have  holden^  to  subdue  na- 
tions before  him,  and  I  will  loose  the  loins  of 
kings,  to  open  before  him  the  two  leafed  gates, 
and  the  gates  shall  not  be  shut.    I  will  go  before 
tbee^  and  make  the  crooked  places  straight :  I 
will  break  in  pieces  the  gates  of  brass,  and  cut 
in  sunder  the  bars  of  iron.     And  I  will  give 
thee  the  treasures   of   darkness,  and 
HIDDEN  RICHES  of  sccrct  placcs,  that  thou 
mayest  know  that  I  the  Lord,  which  call  thee 
BY  THY  NAME,  am  the  God  of-  Israel.     For 
Jacob  my   servants  sake^  and  Israel  mine 
electa  I  have  even  called  thee  by  thy  name : 

Light  and  darkness  were  the  two  first  principles,  or 
gods,  of  the  worshippers  of  fire :  yet  in  the  very  prophecy 
wliich  was  shewn  to  Cyrus,  (in  which  he  had  been  named  long 
before  his  birth,  and  to  which  he  yielded  the  obedience  of  faiths 
so  acceptable  to  God,)  the  supreme  and  sole  Betty  of  Jehovah, 
and  the  vanity  of  all  other  gods  is  proclaimed  ;  and  more  parti- 
cularly, that  the  two  gods  of  the  Persians  were  nothing  more 
than  the  mere  -creatures  of  his  Omnipotence,  «  I  am  the  Lord, 
and  there  h  none  else,  there  is  no  God  beside  me:  I  girded  thee, 
though  thou  hast  not  known  me.  I  form  the  light,  and  create 
darkness,  &c.'* — Isai,  xlv.  5,  7. — See  Lowth's  note  in  loo. — 
Hyde  de  relig.  ytU  Pers.  cap,  xxii. 
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I  have  sirnamed  thee,  though  thou  hat 
known  m^."* 


It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  great  iiistni- 
ments  of  God's  Providence  have  been  chosen 
by  the  almighty  Ruler  for  the  execution  of 
his  purpose,  of  chastising  the  impenitent  and 
inccMTigible,  and  succouring  the  humble  and 
believing,  not  on  account  of  their  reltgiows  me^ 
rits^  and  great  humanity  ^  but  rather  for  opposite 
qualities  in  them,  and  their  greater  fitness  there- 
by for  the  work  whereunto  he  sends  them, 
without  their  knowledge.  It  is  owing  to  peo- 
ples not  having  considered  these  matters  in  this 
point  of  view,  (which  I  am  confident  is  the 
only  true  and  correct  light  in  which  they  can 
be  placed,  consistently  with  the  attributes  of 
God,  and  the  declarations  of  prophecy,)  that 
we  hear  such  unbecoming  and  desponding 
apprehensions  fall  from  the  lips  of  men  of 
great  intelligence,  and  fhe  best  hearts  towards 
religion  of  any  in  the  world.  "  How  can  these 
things  be  f^  can  it  be  consistent  with  a  wise 

*  Isai.  xlv.  1.  &c. 
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and  just  God  ta  permit  the  triumph  of  im* 
piety  aad  wickedness  ?-«*and  to  be  carried  to 
80  great  a  length  ?  This  is  only  to  repeat 
the  error  of  David  and  other  pious  men,  and 
requires  no  other  answer  than  that  in  which 
they  acquiesced.* 

We  are  assured  from  prophecies  brought 
forward  in  the  early  part  of  these  Reflections, 
that  as  the  former  restoration  of  the  jews  was 
effected  by  the  authority  of  Cyrus,  under 
the  favoring  auspices  of  heaven,  so  tbeir  lat^ 
ter  restoration  from  the  Raman  captivity  (of 
nearly  1 800  years  continuance  already,)  is  to 
be  cfFeded  by  an  instrument  of  Providence, 
raised  up^  and  wonderfully  prospered  for  that 
very  purpose'^  and  of  talents  and  power  com- 
petent to  break  down  all  obstructing  stumbling 
blocks,  political,  religious,  and  moral;  very 
probably  not  by  the  express  design,  but  ra- 
ther by  the  eventual  result  of  his  exploits.— 
"  Behold  I  will  make  thee  a  new  sharp 
threshing  instrument  having  teeth^  (with  this) 

*  Pi.  Iixiii.  S,  &c.  Jep*  xii.  1 ;  Hab.  i.  12;  Ps.  kxTi.  10. 
VOL.  II.  3  P 
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thou  shalt  thresh  the  mountains^  and  beat  than 
small^  and  8halt  make  the  hills  as  chaffy  thou 
shalt  fan  them,  and  the  wind  shall  carry  them 
away,  and  the  whirlwind  shall  scatter  them,^^* 
Here  is  the  same  idea  of  the  reduction  of  the 
obnoxious  and  obstructing  powers  in  the  way 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  stone,  or  Christ,  and 
of  the  restoration  of  Israel,  which  Daniel  has. 
They  are  broken  up  by  the  resistless  impetu- 
osity oi  an  instrument  of  God's  providing  for 
the  occasion^  ^^  and  became  like  the  chaflF  of 
the  summer  threshing  floors,  and  the  wind 
carried  them  away,  that  no  place  was  found 
for  them."— 'This  is  also  the  same  whirlwind 
that  is  to  fall  grievously  upon  the  head  of  the 
WICKED,  and  have  such  prodigious  effects 
" in  the  latter  dajSj'-f  as  shall  draw  the  at- 
tention of  God's  believing  people. 

The  same  is  signified  by  that  rod  of  iron  in 
the  hand  of  Christ,  with  which  he  will  rule, 
and  bring  into  subjection,  the  enemies  of  his 

*  Isai,xli>15< 

f  Jer.  x:;iiL  19,  20;  xxv.  32;  Dan.  xi.  40;  Isai.  xl.  24k 
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kingdom.  "  He  shall  bruise  them  with  a  rod 
of  irott^  and  break  them  in  pieces  Ml  a  potter  s 
vessel.  Be  wise  now,  therefore,  0  ye  kings^ 
Jbe  instructed,  ye  that  are  judges  of  the  earth."* 
Take  deep  reflection  upon  thejudgments  which 
pursue  your  devoted  thrones,  and  see  the  hand 
of  God,  and  acknowledge  his  justice,  in  all  that 
has  befallen  you.  In  the  same  sense  it  is  said, 
*^  he  shall  bind  their  kings  in  chains^  and  their 
nobles  with  links  of  iron,"f — by  subjecting 
them  to  the  capricious  will  of  "  a  cruel  lord^^X 
or  exposing  them  to  the  tbrturing  rays  of 
"  a  scorching  sun.^^^ 

This  is  that  ferocious  angel  standing  in  the 
swty  by  which  they  have  been  previously 
scorched,  or  in  that  part  of  the  political  hea- 
ven, which  shall  be  most  conspicuous,  and 
most  attract  the  observation  of  mankind  at 
that  time :  and  making  proclamation  to  the 
subjected  world,  of  the  approaching  crisis  of 
its  fate,   and  the  bloody  termination  of  the 

*  Psalm  ii.  9, 10,  f    Psalm  cxlix.  7,  ^* 

X  Isaiah  xix*  4.  ^   Rev.  xvi,  9% 

^  p  o 
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coatrorcisy  of  Sioo ;  which  turns  out,  liow? 
e?er»  contrary  to  Iiis  vaunting  promise,^ 
confident  expectation.  These  avengers  the 
lidves  are  not  exempt  from  the  weight  of  i 
calamities  they  infii«t :  thejr  mutually  tonnent, 
and  are  tormented.  So  it  is  &ajd  by  the  pro* 
phet^  that  God  "  will  feed  them  with  tbcir 
own  Jlesb^  and  they  shall  drink  their  own 
ilcod*'* — But  that  these  manifold  miseries  of 
the  human  race^  by  which  the  world  is  desok* 
ted)  through  the  ambitious  projects  of  one  man^ 
have  for  their  object  the  ultimate  vindication 
of  the  ways  of  Providence,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  happier  times^  by  the  deliverance  of 
God's  peculiar  people,  is  the  general  sense  of 
the  prophecies.  **  I  will  surely  assemhlci  0 
Jacob,  alltfthte:  I  will  surely  gather  die 

EBMNANT  OF   ISRAEL.      The   BRIAKER  U 

mm€  up  before  tbem :  they  have  broken  up, 
and  have  passed  through  the  gate,  and  are 
gone  out  by  it,  and  their  kings  shall  pass 
before  them,  and  the  Lord  on  the  head  rf 
them/'t     ''  ^nd  at  that  time  sfmll  MiCHJiL 


•  Rev.  %ix,  17. 


f  Midh'i.l2,l% 


475 

stand  1^,  (the  great  priace,  which  standeth 
for  the  children  of  thy  people,)  and  there 
shall  be  a  time  of  trouble,  ^uch  as  never  wasa 
since  there  was  a  natbn,  even  to  that  wtxut 
time ;  and  tzt  that  time  J  by  people^  shall  ie  de^ 
livered^  every  one  that  ^haU  be  found  wiiuea 
in  the  booL"* 

In  the  reflections  upon  the  death  of  the  wit-r 
nessesf  1  have  shewn  the  probability  erf"  a  time 
df  great  affliction  to  the  triae  church  of  Christ, 

*  This  can  hardly  be  applied  to  the  troubles  at  the  fall  of 
Jerusalem,  though  described  by  our  Saviour  in  similiar  terms,  be- 
cause the  jews  (thy  peopk)  were  not  all  delheredj  but  the  great 
majority  of  them  destroyed^hting  the  objects  of  the  pursuing 
vengeance.  But  if  it  be  said  the  converted  jews  and  christians 
in  general  are  meant  by  ^^  thy  peophV  this  is  not  the  remnant  of 
Israel,  neither  does  this  agree  well  with  facts,  as  the  christians 
•ftill  continued  the  ohjectt  of  persecution  and  hatred  to  the  romans, 
not  less  cruel,  and  far  more  powerful  enemies  than  the  jews  had 
been.  Mich  a  »•  l  the  representative  of  Chi  ist,  will  stand  forth /or 
the  jews  far  more  eminently  as  a  saviour  in  the  troubles  of  the 
lasttimest  and  the  approaching  Second  .'xodus  for  the  rem- 
HANT  or  Israel,  or  them  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the  re- 
gisters of  the  redemption  of  Jacob.  It  most  probably  alludes 
to  a  very  late  pertody  because  the  general  resurrection  is  the  next 
thing  the  prophet  mentions. 

\  Section  xxiv.  p.  J22# 
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previous  to  the  total  annihilation  of  popery  and 
its  supporters ;  and  that  the  calamities  intended 
for  the  faithful,  will  be  turned  upon  the  tri- 
umphant persecutors  themselves*      This  idea, 
which  seems  to  be  the  general  sense  of  many 
prophecies,  is  strongly  confirmed  by  Daniel  in 
that  historical  prophecy  (chap,  xi.)  where  the 
prophet  having  prosecuted  the  thread  of  his 
story  to  the  full  establishment  of  popery^  or  the 
system  of  the  worshippers  q/'mahuzzim,  pro-* 
ceeds  immediately  to  relate  the  manner  of  its 
destruction,  (ver.  40.)     **  And  at  the  time  qp 
THE  END  shall  the  king  of  the  south  push 
at  him," — (the  politico  ecclesiastical  tyrant)— 
"  And  the  king  of  the  north  shall  come  against 
him  like  a  whirlispindy  with  chariots  and  with 
horsemen,  and  with  many  ships,  and  he  shall 
enter  into  the  countries,  and  shall  overflow  and 
pass  over.'* — This  seems  to  be  the  overflow^ 
ing  scourge  of  Isaiah    (xxviii.   2,   18,) — and 
tkc  whirlwind  .of  Jeremiah   (xxiii.    19).— 
"  He  shall  enter  also  into  the  glorious  land^^ 
(or  Judea,  frequently  so  called,)  "  And  many 
countries  shall  be  overthrown.        He   shall 
stretch  forth  bis  hand  also  upon  the  countries ^ 
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and  the  land  bf  Egypt  shall  not  escape ^^-^ 
(whether  we  understand  that  country   liter- 
ally called  Egypt,  or  the    popish  kingdoms,- 
mystically  so  denominated,  and  chiefly  Italy 
AND  Rome,  the  very  seat  and  cathedra  of 
THE  BEAST.) — ^^^But  he  shall  have  power  over 
the  treasures  of  gold  and  of  silver^  and  over  all 
the  precious  things  of  Egypt ^^ — This  gives  an 
explanation  of  the  breaking  up. of  the  image  by 
the  stone  (the  countries  which  made  up  its 
whole  body  there,  fall  here  into  the  hand  of 
the  BREAKER  ;)  and  of  Isaiah's  scourge  of 
God  sent  against  the  hypocritical  nation  and 
pulling  down  and  setting  up  kings ^  zxA  gather^ 
ing  the  treasures  of  the  whole  earthy  or  romaQ 
empire.^ 

**But  tidings  out  of  the  east  and  out  of 
the  NORTH  shall  trouble  him  :  therefore  he 
shall  go  forth  with  great  fury  to  destroy  and 
utterly  to  make  away  many.^^'\     It  seems  while 

*  Isaiah  X.  6,  ?• 

t  There  is  something  very  much  resembling  this,  in  the  high 
tone  and  exterminating  threats  of  a  celebrated  conqueror  of  mo- 
dern times,  which  he  hath  (happily  without  effect  hitherto^) 
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lie*  is  engaged  m  this  ejcpedictoa  of  pillagcv 
news  of  a  revolt  in  the  ciktaot  provinces  uf  his 
empire  inflames  his  ready  wraib^  and  he  yowi 
the  annihiladoa  of  whole  kingdoms*      Isaiah 
describes  httn  in  the  same  manner,  and  says 
that  though  he  is  merely  a  tool  for  God  to 
work  with,  yet  hi$  purpose  and  Cod's  are  not 
alike*     Sent  against  the  "  j////r^r/,  tbe  jimaia* 
kites^^  of  modern   times,  he  wishes  to  make 
the  power  entrusted  to  him  suSscrvicnt  to  his 
own  views  of  ambition  and  revenge*    '*  1  will 
send  him  against  an  hypocritical  nation^  and 
against  the  people  of  my  wrath  will  1  give  hira 
a  charge,  io  take  ibe  spuU^  and  /o  iake  the 
prty^  and  to  tread  tbcm  down  like  the  mire 
in  the  streets.     Howbeit  be  meancth  not  so, 
neither  doth  his  heart  think  so^  but  H  h  in 
bis  beari  to  DB^TKOY    AND    CUT    0?r  KA- 
TIONS  NOT  A  FEW," 


The  booty  of  the  nations  deprived  ot  the 
divine  protection,  and  fill!  success  in  treads 
ing  them  under  bis  fect^  do  not  content  him, 

l^t£U  over  tW  lies^t  of  \m  rniconqucrtnl  tnd  mYtiictUG  opf  u* 
vtnU^  b  1  batata  IiIaA4^et  toto  ncmotoi  orbe  BntaiuiDif 


479 

but  he  will  go  where  he  hath  no  call,  and 
where  he  is  to  meet  the  due  reward  of  his 
presumption.  ^  And  he  shall  plant  the  taber« 
nacles  of  his  palace  between  the  seas^  in  the 
glorious  holy  mountain^  yet  he  shall  come  to 
HIS  END,  and  none  shall  help  him/'* 

In  Isaiah  a  like  termination  to  this  unau^ 
tJborised  expedition  of  the  breaker  is  pro- 
phesied ;  and  God  says,f  that  when  his  whole 
purpose  against  the  corrupt  churchy — figura- 

♦  (» Between  the  secui*  that  is,  the  salt  or  dead  sea,  and 
the  Mediterranean.  This  seems  to  point  out  Jerusalem 
as  the  scene  alluded  to* — Jude  a  is  called  **  the  glory  of  all  lands^^ 
— and  Mount  Sion  **  the  holy  mountain,^* 

It  may  perhaps  be  deemed  too  much  to  admit  of  even  a  pos- 
sibility in  the  idea  that  a  certain  Island  lying  between  the  seasy 
(the  German  and  Atlantic  Oceans,)  may  be  liere  meant ; 
and  that  the  epithets  anciently  ascnbed  to  the  Jewish  church  and 
nation^  while  they  were  the  depositaries  of  the  true  religion  andun* 
corrupted  scripturetf  may  be,  on  this  occasion,  and  in  these  late 
times,  transferred  to  their  modem  defenders  ;  wliom  God  hath 
covered  with  genuine  glory  in  the  virtuous  struggle,  while  all 
other  nations  are  sunk  in  disgrace  ;  and  perhaps  at  this  critical 
period  will  be  leagued  in  arms  with  the  tyrant  against  the  pur- 
pose of  God* 

t  Tsai.  X.   12.  &c. 

VOL,  II*  3  Q 
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lively  called  ^^  Jerusalem  and  her  tdoW^^ 
shall  have  been  fulfilled,  he  will  then  "  pun- 
ish the  stout  heart  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  glory 
of  his  high  looks.  He  will  send  among  his 
fat  ones,  leanness,  and  under  his  glory  he 
shall  kindle  a  burning,  like  the  burning  of  a 
fire ;  and  it  shall  burn  and  devour  his  briars 
and  his  .thorns  in  one  day."*  In  another 
place  the  prophet  speaks  of  Israel's  reconcilia- 
tion and  return,  and  the  death  of  this  new 
tyrant  and  oppressor,  as  coincident  events. — 
"  Return  unto  him,  firom  whom  ye  have  so 
deeply  engaged  in  revolt,  O  ye  sons  of  Is- 
rael!— Verily  in  that  day  shall  they  cast 
away  with  contempt^  every  man  his  idols  of 
silver,  and  his  idols  of  gold;  the  sin  which 
their  own  hands  have  made.  And  the  Assy- 
rianf  shall  fall  by  a  sword  not  of  man  ;  yea^ 

*  See  thisprpphecy  explained,  Sect^  vi,  p.  155«  ScCf 

f  Isai*  xxxi.  6}  Lowth'i  translationy^^Serenl  ciroumstances 
in  this  prophecy  make  it  inapplicable  to  Sehmachskib,*— 
The  jews  c^d  not  forsake  their  propensity  to  idolatry  upon  the  oc» 
caslon  of  the  defeat  of  Sennacherib's  army,  nor  for  a  long  time 
after,  untill  the  city  and  temple  were  destroyed  bv  Nebuchad- 
nezzari  a  greater  scourge  than  he,  and  prophesied  of  by  name. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


481 

a  sword  not  of  mortal  shall  devour  him*  And 
he  shall  betake  himself  to  flight  from  the  face 
of  the  sword  i  and  the  courage  of  his  chosen 
men  shall  fail.  And  through  terror  he  shall 
pass  beyond  his  strong  hold  j  and  his  princes 
shall  be  struck  with  consternation  at  his  flight. 
Thus  sailth  Jehovah,  who  hath  his  fire  in  Si- 
on  i  and  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem/' 

Sennacherib^// i[^  the  sword  of  man^  even  of  his  own  sons,  which 
is  another  contradiction*— ^ Also  wheti  he  retired  from  the  siege 
of  Jlerttsakmy  it  w^s  not  *^ for  fear  of  the  tiuord**  of  the  jews, 
but  of  that  divine  arm  which  protected  them.-^This  seems 
therefore  to  be  rather  a  prophecy  of  some  still  future  tyrant, 
often  called  the  Assyrian,  who  is  to  meet  his  ruin  on  that  holy 
ground,  and  bom  an  army  of  converted  jews,  and  to  he  person* 
aUy  cut  off  ^^  by  a  s*word  not  ofman^*  hut  ly  some  iRvke  judgments 
The f  re  of  the  divine  wrath  on  this  eminent  occasion  in  Sion, 
and  the  furnace  of  Jehovah  in  Jerusalem  /  seems  to  indicate 
some  catastrophe  of  greater  importance  than  the  overthrow  of 
that  Assyrian  tyrant. 

The  similar  description  of  Gog  in  Ezekiel,  and  of  Gods  an* 
^er  against  htm  seems  to  confirm  ray  application  of  this  prophe- 
cy also  to  an  extremely  late  period.—"  Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God,  art  thou  he  /— o/wiom  /  have  spoken  in  old  time  iJj;  my 
servants i  the  prophets  of  Israel^  which  prophesied  in  those  days 
many  years  (ago,)  that  I  would  bring  thee  against  them  ?  and  it 
shall  come  to  pass  at  the  same  time,  when  Gog  shall  come 
against  the  land  of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  God,  that  my 
Fuar  sHAtL  COME  UF  IN  MY  FACE."— Ezek,  XXXYlii.  17.  &c. 

3  Q  2 
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That  passage  in  the  PsalmSi  wMch  repre- 
sents the  destruction  of  the  destroyers  of  man- 
kind, whose  trade  is  war  and  plunder,  and  who 
live  by  their  swords^  perhaps  relates  to  the  same 
time ;  as  it  likewise  involves  the  redemption  of 
Israel,  and  the  conversion  of  the  nations.  *'JR^ 
buke  the  company  ofspearmerty  the  multitude  of 
the  bulls,  with  the  calves  of  the  people,  till 
every  one  submit  himself  with  pieces  oi  sil- 
ver,'*— (till  the  unbelieving  submit  to  Christ, 
and  offer  ^ts,) — ^"^  scatter  thou  the  people  that 
delight  in  war.  Then  PRINCES  shall  come 
out  of  Egypt" — (the  jews,  or  kings  of  the 
east^  shall  emerge  by  a  second  Exodus  out 
of  the  mystical  Egypt  of  the  Roman  cap- 
tivity,)—" Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her 
hands  unto  God" — (by  conversion  of  the 
Africa^  tribes,  and  of  all  the  world,  unfo 
Christ). 

To  cite  but  one  passage  more,  I  conceive 
this  idea  of  THE  BREAKER  coming  to  the  end 
of  his  long  career  in  JvDEJ^  to  be  additionally 
confirmed  by  Isaiah,  xiv.  22,  where  the  ho- 
ly prophet,  after  giving  that  fine  ircnicjj  dc- 
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scriptbn  of  the  once  formidable  spiritual  des^ 
pot  of  mystic  Babylon,  concludes  with  an 
account  of  the  sweeping  vengeance  which 
shall  in  the  end  overtake  bpth  him,  and  the 
scouRGX  OF  God  also,  which  arises  out  of 
his  root^  and  by  which  he  is  himself  destroyed^ 
although  he  cannot  help  supporting  him  with 
the  whole  weight  of  his  spiritual  artillery.* — 
^'  I  will  rise  up  against  them,  saith  the  Lord 
of  Hosts,  and  cut  off  from  Babylon  the 
name,  and  remnant,  and  son,  and  nephew, 
saith  the  Lord.  I  will  sweep  it  with  the  be-- 
forn  of  destruction.  The  Lord  of  Hosts  hath 
sworn,  saying,  surely  as  I  thought,  so  shall  it 
come  to  pasSf  and  as  I  have  purposed,  so  shall 
it  stand.  That  I  will  break  the  Assy- 
rian IN  MY  LAND,  and  UPON  MY  MOUN- 
TAINS   TREAD    HIM    UNDERFOOT.         Then 

shall  his  yoke  depart  from  off  them^  and  his 
burden  depart  from  off  their  shoulders.  This 
is  the  purpose  that  is  purposed  upon  the 
%vbqle  earthl^ — (or  catholic  Roman  empire,) 

♦    Sect.   Xxiili  p.    Ill- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


484 

--^^  and  this  is  the  hand  that  is  stretched  out 
iq[>on  cdl  the  nations^^  (of  which  that  spiritual 
cozdfederacy  is  made  up). 
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Recapitulation  of  the  remarkable  epithets  and  em* 
blems^  by  which  the  Breakmr^  or  destroyer  of 
the  papal  Roman  empire^  and  precursor  of  Is^ 
RAEL^  is  distinguished  in  the  Prophecies. — His 
usual  deep  policy  and  caution  over-ruled  by  the 
irresistible  power  of  Godj  in  one  remarkable  in- 
sfance.-^Papal  misinterpretation  of  the  Frophe* 
cies  corrected  by  a  Satanic  commentary. 

iHE  great  instrument  of  Providence  in 
modern  times,  of  whose  ambition  and  spirit  of 
conquest  the  divine  Ruler  of  the  world  will 
make  use,  to  avenge  the  blood  of  the  saints 
under  the  altar,  and  to  pi'epare  a  way  for  the 
return  of  his  people  Israel  to  their  original 
seats,  (against  the  time  when  their  approach- 
ing happy  reconciliation  with  their  injured 
Messaas  shall  take  place,)  is  marked  in  pro- 
phecy by  many  distinguishing  traits  of  cha* 
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ractcr,  by  which  he  will  be  knowd  in  the 
day  when  the  accomplishment  of  these  pro- 
phecies is  at  hand.  He  is  called  ^^th£ 
breaker"  by  Micah^  in  allusion  to  the 
breaking  of  the  great  image  (or  Roman  em- 
pire) by  the  "  stone  cut  without  bandsy^ 
and  in  that  prophecy  (as  in  every  other, 
where  his  appearance  and  exploits  arc  men- 
tioned,) he  is  found  connected  with  the  pre^ 
paration  for  the  second  Exodus  of  Is- 
rael^ 

In  Isaiah,  xxviiu  2,  he  Is cilled  "the  migh- 
ty AND  strong  one  OF  THE  LoRD." — 
**  Behold  the  Lord  hath  a  mighty  and  strong 
oney  which  as  a  tempest  of  hail  and  a  destroy- 
ing stormj  as  a  fiood  of  mighty  waters  over- 
flowingy  shall  cast  down  to  the  earth  with  the 
hand "  (of  man),  or  with  powerful  armies, 
inexhaustible  by  repeated  destruction  j  being 
still  recruited  from  the  conquered  countries. 
For  the  rapidity  and  resistless  force  with 
which  he  bears  down  all  opposition  in  the 
line  marked  out  for  his  devastation,  he  is 
here  compared  to  the  impetuous  fury  of  the 
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elements,  which  no  force  of  man  can  with- 
stand. And  it  is  in  a  time  of  such  political 
hurricanes  that  Israel  is  to  be  visited  by  the 
returning  favor  of  heaven.*  In  the  same 
chapter,  (verse  15.  &c,)  he  is  called  "the 
OVERFLOWING  SCOURGE,"  and  his  pecu- 
liar talents,  and  unexampled  silccess  in  "  over^ 
flowing^  passing  through^  and  stretching  his 
hand  over  many  countries^  with  an  army  at 
his  heels,  quicker  than  some  can  travel  through 
the  same  at  their  ease,  recurs  in  so  many 
places,  that  it  must  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  designed  characteristics  of  the  breaker. 

In  all  these  passages  we  still  find  him  em- 
ployed as  a  pioneer  for  Israel^  and  working 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy,f  "  cast  ye 
up^  cast  ye  upy  prepare  the  way^  take  up  the 
stumbling  block  out  of  the  way  of  my  peopled 
And,  without  doubt,  this  is  the  modern  Her- 
cules, who  is  set  to  work  to  clean  out  the 
filth  of  the  AUGEAN  stable  of  popery, 
and  to  dry  up  the  flood  of  the  mystical  Eu- 

*  Isai.  xxix*  6.  -f  Isai.  Ivli.  14  ;  bcil.  10. 
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PHRATES,  that  the  way  of  the  king$  of^ 

THE  EAST  may  be  prepared;  there  being 
the  closest  connection  between  the  rising  again 
of  Israel,  and  the  treading  down  of  their 
mortal  enemies. — ^^  The  crown  of  pride, 
tbe  drunkards  of  Epbraim^  shall  he  trodden 
under  feet.  And  the  glorious  beauty  which 
is  on  the  head  of  the  fat  valley  shall  be  a 
fading  flower,  and  as  the  hasty  fruit  before 
the  summer}  which  when  he  that  looketh 
upon  it  seeth  it,  while  it  is  yet  in  his  hand 
he  eateth  it  up."*— 'This  obscure  passage 
seems  to  intimate  the  short  space  of  time, 
comparatively,  in  which  "  the  crown  ofpride^ 
and  its  dependencies,  the  powers  of  the  cor- 
rupt church,  intoxicated  with  the  CiRCEAN 
CUP  OF  Babylon,  shall  be  broken  in  pieces^ 
as  it  were,  with  the  force  and  velocity  of  a 
stone  from  a  sling, 

In  contrast  with  this  destruction  of  the 
enemies  of  religion,  there  follows  imme- 
diately (ver.  5)  a  representation  of  the  happy 

*  Isai.  xxviii.  3. 
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change  in  favor  of  Israel.  "  In  that  day  shall 
the  Lord  of  Hosts  be  for  a  crown  of  glo- 
KY,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty  unto  the 
residue  of  bis  people^  and  for  a  spirit  of  judg* 
ment  to  him  that  sitteth  in  judgment,  and  for 
strength  to  them  that  turn  the  battle  to  the 
gater  The  contrast  in  this  prophecy  is  very 
remarkable,  between  the  crown  of  pride  on 
the  apostate  church,  and  the  crown  of  glory 
and  diadem  of  beauty  on  the  head  of  them 
"  that  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  ho- 
liness," rejecting  the  meretricious  ornaments 
of  popery,  together  with  her  intoxicating  cup; 
yet  retaining  all  that  is  of  advantage  to  the  so- 
lemnity and  decency  of  divine  worship.  That 
this  is  a  representation  of  such  a  contrasted 
state  of  the  christian  religion  in  a  late  period 
oftime^  appears  from  the  characteristic  pecu^ 
liar  to  Israel  in  the  latter  times^  the  residue 
or  REMNANT  of  his  people^  who  are  to  par- 
take in  the  blessed  consequences  of  this  vic- 
tory of  true  religion  over  popish  imposture 
and  impiety, — In  Isaiah  Ivii.  is  another  con- 
trast, drawn  between  the  idolatrous  apostacy 
of  "the  sons  of  the  sorceress,  the  seed  of 
3  ^2 
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the  ADULTERESS  and  the  WHore,  while  God 
held  his  peace  for  a  very  long  time^  yet  she 
feared  him  not^\  and  the  consequent  distress^ 
by  which  she  shall  at  length  be  punished  j 
contrasted  with  the  restoration  of  his  mercy 
to  his  repenting  people  Israel. 

Another  description  of  the  breaker  which 
occurs  in  Jer.  li.  20.  &c.  is  very  remarkable^ 
and  altogether  in  consistency  with  the  general 
current  of  the  prophecies  oi  the  latter  portion 
ofthehA^T  TIMES,  and  the  dreadful  havock 
to  be  made  in  the  world  by  this  restless  and  un- 
ceasing ENGINE  OF  DESTRUCTION^  in  draw- 
ing out  the  deep  stuck  roots  of  popery. — 
"  Thou  art  my  battle  axe,  and  weapons  c^ 
war^  and  with  thee  /  will  break  in  pieces  the 
nations,  and  with  thee  will  I  destroy  the  king- 
doms. And  with  thee  will  I  break  in  pieces 
the  horse  and  his  rider,  and  with  thee  will  I 
break  in  pieces  the  chariot  and  his  rider,  &c" 

In  this  long  passage  of  the  prophet,  the  des- 

*  Psalm  1.21.  J  Rev.  ii.  21 ;  ix.  20, 

X  Isai,  viii.  28  ;  xxriii*  2(X— Zech.  xiv-  12, 
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tructioh  seems  appointed  to  range  from  one 
end  of  the  world  to  the  other  ;* — and  to  sweep 
away  with  the  besom  of  destruction  iht  palace 
and  the  cottage^  the  rulers  and  the  ruledy  the 
young  and  the  old^  man  and  woman  with  an  in*- 
discriminating  fury,  like  a  real  whirlwind^  to 
which  he  is  often  compared. — It  seems  also 
but  too  well  to  agree  with  the  horrors  of  these 
calamitous   and  dreadful  times,  in  which  the 
restoration  of  the  jews  is  to  be  accomplished,  f 
Isaiah  in  particular  says,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  preceding  troubles,  mankind  shall  be  so 
much  reduced  in  number  upon  earth,  and  the 

♦  Probably  the  papal  world  only, — or  otherwise  all  those 
countries  which  answer  to  the  several  parts  of  the  image,  (Dan, 
lu)  which  still  remain  in  the  catholic  league, 

t  Isai.  iv.  1  ;  xxix.  6  ; — Dan,  xii,  1. — In  Isai.  xxxiv,  5. 
^c.  the  sword  of  God  bathed  in  heaven^  (or  the  apostate  church) 
seems  to  allude  to  the  same  instrument  of  destruction,  as  the 
hank  axe  of  God^  in  Jereimiah, — I  have  before  shewn  that  Idu- 
mea  or  Edom  is  one  of  the  mystic  names  of  Rome,  and  ieavett 
often  signifies  the  church.  The  figure  is  a  very  bold  one,  <nd  I 
cannot  see  what  rational  meaning  can  be  assigned  to  that  passage 
taken  in  context  from  ver,  1,  to  ver.  12, — ^unless  it  be  inter- 
preted  of  the  mystic  Babylon  of  St.  John,  Rev,  xviii,  that  is,  of 
Gods  find  judgments  upon  popery,  and  the  great  executioner 
of  them,  under  the  divine  direction. 
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world  80  depopulated^  that*  "  in  that  day  severt 
women  shall  take  hold  of  one  man,  saving, 
we  will  eat  our  own  bread  and  wear  our  own 
apparel,  only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name,  to 
take  away  our  reproach/'f  Then  immedi« 
ately  there  folio  ^rs,  as  usual  in  all  the  prophe* 
cies  of  the  latter  days,  a  description  of  the 
highly  improved  state  of  religion,  by  the  happy 
restoration  of  the  jews ^  which  is  to  be  the  ul- 
timate effect  of  these  troubles.  "  In  that 
day  shall  the  branch  of  the  Lord**| — 
(one  of  the  peculiar  names  of  Messiah,)— 
"  be  beautiful  and  glorious^  and  the  fruit  of  the 
earth  shall  be  excellent  and  comely^  for  them 

♦  By  a  late  account  accurately  taken  of  the  present  popuh* 
tion  of  France,  it  appears  that  the  females  now  exceed  the  males 
in  number,  by  more  than  5,000,000 !  If  only  the  same  propor- 
tion holds  good  as  there  is  reason  to  suppose  it  must  exceed,) 
in  all  the  other  kingdoms  of  the  papal  empire,  of  which  thb 
has  been  the  overflowing  scourge,  ho«  prodigious  an  havock  of 
the  human  species  has  the  fell  ambition  of  one  man  occasioned  I 

f  1^  Isai.  iv«  !•  Amongst  the  jews  it  was  esteemed  a  reproach 
for  a  woman  to  live  unmarried. 

X  The  BRANCH,  or  Messias.  2^ch.  ill.  $ ;  vi'.  12.-— Isai  xi» 
1. — Jer.  xxiii.  5;  xxxiii.  15« 

§  Gi'd  being  a  crown  of  glory  and  a  diadem  of  be^y  to  th^ 
^  residue^*  of  his  people  Isax^xxviii.  5» 
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that  are  escaped  of  IsraeV^ — (the  remnant  of 
that  people). — "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass^ 
that  be  that  is  left  in  Zion  shall  be  called 
holy^  every  one  that  is  written  among  tht 
living  in  Jerusalem^^—^[v^\io  "  shall  b^  found 
nvritten  in  the  book^^  as  the  sa^ne  idea  is  ex- 
pressed by  Daniel,  xii.  i,)  or  partaker  of  the 
Jirst  resurrectiony-^^siccording  to  St  John. 

In  this  remarkable  prophecy  there  is  so 
striking  a  coincidence  with  several  others, 
that  relate  to  the  time  of  the  emancipation  of 
Ismel,  and  the  fall  of  mystic  Babylon^  that  it 
is  unreasonable  to  object  to  its  application  in 
the.  same  sense^  and  to  the  same  times ^  from 
the  single  circumstance  of  the  allusion  to  the 
custom  of  polygamy  among  the  ancient  Jews; 
becs^use  it  is  universally  admitted,  that  the 
imagery  and  descriptive  language  of  the  sa- 
cred writers,  was  always  accommodated  to  the 
ideas  and  customs  of  the  times  when  the  wri^ 

*  Be  called  holy,  means,  he  shall  be  so,  as  in  Jer.  xxiii.  6, 
and  Isai.  ix  6,^  and  refers  to  the  hoHness  of  the  age  of  the 
MiLLENkiunr,  about  this  time  to  be  introduced— Isai.  lx«  2K 
•*  thy  people  shall  be  all  ri^bteotu* 
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Urs  livedo  of  which  Joshua  commanding  fl?^ 
^un  to  stand  stilly  (when  according  to  philoso- 
phical  truth,  he  ought  rather  to  have  fixed 
the  motion  of  the  earth,)  is  a  pregnant  in- 
stance. Every  thing  else  is  strictly  conform- 
able to  the  whole  stream  of  prophecy  of  the 
last  times.  These  are  certainly  promises  that 
have  never  yet  been  fulfilled,  and  only  can 
be  so  by  the  peace  and  bollness  to  be  expected 
in  the  millennium, 

This  "  mighty  and  strong  ©f//?,"  is  called  9 
THRESHING  INSTRUMENT  for  Israel,  as  hia 
destructive  exploits  will  be  displayed  upon 
their  captors,  and  for  their  advantage,  to  cast 
up  a  way  for  their  march  to  the  land  of  their  fa-, 
thers.  It  is  a  new  one^  having  teeth^  and  sharp 
ones  too,  and  its  prodigious  powers,  and  great 
execution  of  much  work  in  a  little  time,  will 
be  exhibited  to  the  astonished  world  in  a  way 
never  before  attempted^  at  least  to  the  same 
extent ;  by  the  most  unprincipled  application 
of  treachery^  corruption^  and  intrigue^  com- 
bined   with    unparalleled    skill   in    military 
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movements^  and  a  new  system  of  the  art  of 
war.* 


He  is  called  A  fiery  flying  sERPENT,t 
in  allusion  to  the  rapidity  of  his  motions,  and 
the  subtilty  and  venomous  rancour  of  spirit 
by  which  they  are  directed.     **  Rejoice  not, 

0  Philistia,  with  one  consent ;  because  the 
rod  that  smote  thee  is  broken :  for  from  the 
root  of  the  serpent  shall  come  forth  a  hasilisk  ; 
and  his  fruij:  shall  be  a  fiery  flying  serpent^^ 

1  have  shewn|  how  strikingly  the  former  part 
of  this  chapter  applies  to  the  papal  tyranny^ 
(which  smote  the  subject  nations  with  a 
stroke  unremitted^)  and  the  following  part  to 
the  destruction  of  the  papal  power,  and  also 
of  the  BREAKER  himself,  ^^  upon  the  moun^ 
tains  of  GocTs  land^^  This  interpretation 
gives  an  easy  application  of  the  concluding 
part,  in  which  Philistia  (or  the  idolatrous 
church)  is  admonished  not  to  exuh:  too  much 

*  IsaL  xli.  IS*-*— By  these  admirable  qualificationa  for  his  em^ 
ploymenty  he  grinds  the  nationt»  as  with  sharp  and  strong  teeth^ 
or  beaters,  in  a  thmhing  milL 

f  Isai.  xiv.  29^  %  Sect,  xti,  pt  1?15» 
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in  the  relief  she  has  experienced  f5fom  the  htx* 
miliation  of  the  intolerable  arrogancy  and  op- 
pression of  her  spiritual  tyrant;  since  there 
should    spring    from    the    same   source,   A 
SCOURGE  still  more  afflictive  than  even  that 
of  the  popes  had  so  long  proved.     And  that 
this  is  the  true  import  of  it,  is  confirmed  by 
the  recurrence  of  its  usual  counterpart,  the 
salvation  of  Israel.     "  ^nd  the  poor  shall fied 
on  my  choice  first  fruits ;  and  the  needy  shall 
lie  down  in  security:  but  he  will  kill  tht 
ROOT  with  droughtj*-^(^^  with  faminCj^  in 
our  translation,) — ^and  thy  remnant  he  will 
slayr — ^What  is  meant  by  the  poor  and  needy ^ 
here  to  be  succoured,  is  further  explained  in 
the  continuation :—  "  O  Philistia,  thou  art  al- 
together sunk  in  consternation !  for  from  the 
north  cometh  a  smoke ;  and  there  shall  not 
be  a  straggler  among  his  levies.     And  what 
answer  shall  be  given  to  the  embassadors  of 
the  nations? — That  Jehovah  hath  laid  the 
foundation  of  Sion ;  and  the  poor  of  his  peo^ 
pie  shall  take  refuge  in  ber^^"^ 

^     *  Lowth'8  translation — The  iloot»  mwt  evidently  be  the  same 
f*  r99t  of  tht  serpihf*  or  tddus  of  corruption  and  popish  apostacy. 
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Again,  this  destroying  angel  of  providence 
is  compared  to  a  whirlwind  in  many  places,* 
wher^  as  usual,  his  appearance,  and  the  conse* 
quent  fall  of  mystic  Babylon,  are  still  in  close 
connection  with  the  rising  again  of  Israel ;  an 
intimation  which  I  caimot  help  thinking  to 
have  been  designed  as  a  sure  guide  in  the  ap^ 
plication  of  those  prophecies  to  these  important 
events  of  the  latter  days.  And  that  this  sweep- 
ing WHIRLWIND  is  the  same  instrument  of 
vengeance  denoted  by  so  many  other  prophe- 
tic marks,  is  evident,  by  its  having  been  de- 
clared in  express  words  to  be  a  prophecy  of 
THE  LATTER  DAYS — ^and  such  an  one  as 
should  draw  the  attention  of  the  whole  worfd, 
in  the  day  of  its  fulfilment 

wliich  was  mentioned  just  before,  (ver.  29,)  wKich  according 
to  the  declared  import  of  many  prophecies,  is  to  be  consumed 
in  that  manner,  by  the  breath  of  the  mouth  of  Christ ,  as  Isaiah 
and  St.  Paul  agree  ;  and  their  flesh  is  to  waste  away  while  they 

continue  standing  upon  their  feet.  Zech.  xiv.  12 The  rem- 

WANT,  is  the  weak  remainder  of  the  popish  faction,  which  sur- 
vives the  final  catastrophe  of  their  principals,  See  Sect.  xxir. 
p,  163. 

*  Jer.  xxiii.  19  j  xxx,  23,~l8ai.  xxviii*  2;  xlj.  16 Da^ 

».  40, 

3  S  2 
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In  the  same  way  b  that  rcprcscntadon  of 
him  given  by  St.  John,  as  a  scorching  sun^ 
to  be  understood.*    He  is  sent  as  a  minister  of 
vengeance,  to  torment  with  the  insupportable 
heat  of  an  intolerable  tyranny,  the  objects  ex- 
posed to  his  direct  and  deadly  rays,  "  the 
men  that  worship  the  beast ^  and  have  received 
the  mark  of  bis  name ;  while  to  them   that 
are  escaped  out  of  Babylon,  Christ  himself 
shines  a  **  SUN  o^  rigbteousnessy  with  healing 
under  bis  wings^^  the  source  of  light  and  sal- 
vation in  both  worlds.   The  manner  in  which 
he  executes  his  commission  is  explained  in 
Isaiah  x.  7,  &c.  and  Jeremiah  li.  20,  &c.f 

*  To  this  period  seems  that  sublime  description  of  the 
Psalmist  to  allude,  where  he  represents  God,  by  means  of  hi» 
Jiery  judgments  going  before  him  lo  clear  the  way,  establishing 
a  kingdom  of  righteouaness  upon  earth.  (Psalm  ncm.  2.}— 
<<  Clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  him,  righteousness  and 
judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne.     A  fire   goeth 

BBFO&E  HIM,  AND  BUKNETH  UP  HIS  ENEMIES  ROVKD  ABOUT- 

His  Lghtniiigs  eal^bicH  the  world, — the  <artb  saWs  andtrem" 
Wf</,** — Manki»d  acknowledge  the  hand  of  Gkid,  and  see  the 
fulfilment  of  prophecy  in  these  awful  Tisitations. 

f  Where,  in  worthy  imitation  of  emperor  Peter,  his  rare 
talents  at  king-making  and  giant*  killing,  finding  of 
BIRDS  NE8T8,  Sud  eating  of  egg S;  kicking  down  the  mile* 
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From  these  prophetic  data,  and  the  iigns 
ttf  the  times  beginaing  to  wear  an  aspect  of 
gloom  and  alarm,  well  corresponding  to  them, 
the  world  will  not  fail  to  recognise  so  extra- 
ordinary a  character,  the  great  antagcn 

NIST  OF    THE    MONSTER   ANTICHRIST,  at 

his  appearance,  perhaps  with  as  much  ease 
and  certainty,  as  the  MAN  OF  siN  himself 
was  distinguished,  by  those  peculiar  marks 
set  upon  him  by  the  prophets,  and  which  di-* 
vine  Providence  ordsdoed  that  he  ,should  duly 
assume,  and  pride  himself  in  the  wear  of  them« 

,  The  STONE  cut  without  hands,  and  falling 
upon  the  feet  of  the  image,  in  Dan.  ii.  gives 
a  general  Idea  of  the  effect  he  will  produce 
upon  the  world,  but  the  detail  is  to  be  filled 
up  from  other  sources  of  prophecy.  It  inti- 
mates an  obscurity  of  his  origin,  in  which 
respect  no  further  light  is  to  be  obtained  from 
other  quarters,  except  only  that  he  is  to  dart 
out  of  the  snakes- hole  of  popery  and  atheism; 
and  immediately  commence  his  fiery  progress, 

STOMESy  and  taking  of  purses  on  thr  highwayi--*and  other 
«ingular  frolics,  arc  all  expressly  taken  notice  of. 
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and  gradually  stmg  to  death  the  parent  ser- 
pent that  engendered  him.  Soon  he  makes 
that  havock  in  the  empire  of  the  beast,  which 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  battle  axe 

OF    THE    DIVINE    VENGEANCE    coming  Upon 

princes  as  upon  mortar^  treading  them  down 
as  the  mire  in  the  streets^  binding  their  kings 
in  chains^  and  ruling  the  conquered  nations 
with  a  mace  of  iron. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  obscure  prophecy  of  the 
stone  has  been  so  far  verified,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  remaining  part  of  it  will  without 
delay,  receive  its  accomplishment,  by  the  break- 
ing in  pieces  the  whole  body  of  the  image,  and 
scattering  the  broken  fragments  with  the  vio- 
lence of  a  TORNADO,  to  be  again  fanned  by 
the  lesser  whirlwinds^  which  follow  in  his  train. 
By  distributing  the  broken  bones  of  the  mang- 
led beast,  which  he  has  hunted  down,  and 
throwing  them  to  be  gnawed  by  the  hungry 
" dogs  of  wary^  he  strengthens  his  own  pow- 
er J  and  with  a  superior  policy  of  despotic 
rule,  as  a  scorching  sun^  he  introduces  univer- 
sal change  of  all  subsisting  ancient  establish- 
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mcntt  and  systems ;  removes  the  landmarks  of 
the  people^  both  natural^  moral,  and  political  j 
subverts  and  models  anew  the  constitution  of 
states,  overthrows  the  ancient  thrones  and  sets 
up  new  ones,  more  congenial  to  his  views : 
dissolves  all  bonds  of  union  between  Nations, 
and  exposes  subsisting  treaties  to  a  necessity  of 
being  broken,  and  sets  every  thing  loose  except 
the  tenacious  grasp  of  his  own  authoriry,  which 
is  founded  upon  anarchy,  and  cemented  by  per- 
petuated revolution. 

In  this  manner  he  proceeds  in  his  career  of 
ambition,  with  his  eye  steadily  fixed  upon  uni- 
versal sovereignty.     The  systems  of  govern- 
ment which  he  recommends  to  the  vassal  kings 
and  subjected  nations  for  their  own  happiness, 
have  but  one  view,  to  the  consolidating  his 
own  empire,  and  weiikening  the  power  of  re- 
sistance to  it,  by  draining  the  exhausted  earth 
of  its  wealth,  and  depriving  it  of  its  defenders. 
The  wretched  victims  arc,  by  force,  dragged 
from  their  employments  and  their  families, 
and  compelled  to  become  the  tools  of  his  in- 
satiable thirst  of  augmented  •  power  and  more 
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extended  acquisitions^  to  extinguish  in  every 
human  breast  the  expiring  embers  of  the 
flame  of  liberty. 

One  thing  alone  there  seems  to  be  in  this 
system  of  destruction,  which  after  the  many 
wonders  the  present  age  has  gazed  at  with  a 
stupid  astonishment,  until  they  are  become  | 

familiar  with  them,  still  strikes  the  mind  as 
wonderful,  and  as  a  thing  apparently  in  con- 
tradiction to  that  sagacity  and  penetration 
which  has  directed  all  the  measures  of  the 
BREAKER.     This  is  that  seemingly  impoli-  | 

tic,  unnecessary,  hazardous,  and  even,  I  may 
say,  ungrateful  stretch  of  power,  by  which  he  I 

rages,  in  the  spirit  of  atheism,  against  the  sane*  \ 

tified  superstitions  of  holt  mother  church^  [ 

even  to  the  blotting  out  the  sun  of  the  I 

PAPAL  EMPIRE,   and  Wrapping  it  in  total  j 

darkness :  "  letting  loose  the  dogs  of  war,*' 
to  satiate  their  greedy  hunger  with  the  spoils 
of  the  ancient  spoiler  of  the  earth*  and  reduce 
the  voluptuous  Lady  of  kingdoms  to  famine 
and  nakedness,  mourning  and  captivity,  f— 

*  I»ai.  xxxiii,  I.  f  Isai.  xlvii.  5.  &c.  Rcr.  amii*  %  S. 
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The  retaining  in  good  humour,  such  a  co- 
adjutor as  his  Holiness,  so  powerful^  and  at 
the  same  time  so  willing  an  abettor  of  despot- 
ism and  extortion  in  others,  upon  the  oldprin-^ 
ciple  of  going  shares  in  the  spoils — ("when 
thou  sawest  a  thief,  thou  consentest  unto  bim^ 
and  hast  been  partaker  with  the  adulterers,") 
seems,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  to  be  the  most 
obvious  policy,  and  necessary  line  of  condiKt. 
Yet  it  is  departed  from,  with  a  wantonness  of 
cruelty  and  insult,  which  cannot  fail  of  pro- 
voking, almost  to  madness,  a  very  numerous 
and  still  powerful  party,  if  they  were  not  (in 
all  things  that  regard  the  defence  of  their  own 
establishments)  under  a  divine  coercion^  and  a 
spirit  of  infatuation  and  blindness. — "  For  that 
which  is  determined  must  be  done." 

When  mankind  shall  behold  such  a  mighty 
and  STRONG  ONE,  striding  over  the  prostrate 
world  as  its  tormentor  and  evil  geni- 
us, treading  underfoot  the  ^^  land  of  graven 
images^^  coming  back  from  Edom  as  the  re- 
presentative* of  the  divine  avenger  of  her  an- 

*  Isaiah  Ixiii.  I.  This  ur.interrupted  career  of  conquests, 
by  which  the  breaker  is  to  bring  the  world  into  subjection, 
VOL.  11.  3    T 
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cient  crimes,  "  in  Hood  dyed  garments  from 
Bosraby^ — the  anxious  quere  will  agitate  evciy 
breast, — art  thou  be  tbat  sbould  come  to  fill 

18  in  reality  the  victory  of  Chrut  oner  tii  enenues,  as  the  victory 
of  Titus  was  (by  the  Romans,  and  the  vanquished  jews  them- 
selves) acknowledged  to  hate  been  achieved  iy  tie  hand  of 
God^  Christ  conquers*  and  his  representative*  the  destroying 
angel,  only  performs  the  manual  labor  of  cutting  of  throats,  and 
receives  hu  allotted  pay  in  croons  and  scmptres*  These  he 
carries  at  his  back,  and  deals  them  out  instead  of  change  or 
paper,  for  value  received*  in  pay  to  other  cut-throats  under  bum. 

By  such  instrumental  means,  Christ  is  now  fulfilling  the  pro- 
phecy in  Ps«  xci.  13,  which  the  pope  (like  afaUe  prophet  and 
bad  interpreter  as  he  is)  impiously  i^lied  to  himself^  when  he 
made  use  of  the  emperor's  neck  for  his  horse-block,  saying— 
*'  Thou  shah  tread  upon  the  Bon  and  adder ^  tfje  young  Bon  and  the 
dragon  shah  thou  trample  under  fe^t.^^-^See  Sect.  xvi.  p.  424. 

It  appears  from  the  New  Testament,  (Mattt  iv.  6,)  that 
the  devil  understood  the  prophecies,  and  vras  more  worthy  of 
the  title  of  an  intalliblb  interpreter  than  his  Holiness; 
for  he  quoted  to  our  Saviour  the  two  verses  of  that  Psalm  im- 
mediately before  this  passage,  as  texts  appBcable  to  the  Messiah* 
It  is  written,  said  he,  **  he  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee^ 
to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways.  They  shall  hear  thee  t^  in  their 
handsy  lest  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone  J' — But  here  (like  a 
wily  reasoner,  cautious  not  to  prove  too  much^J  he  stopped  short ; 
for  to  have  quoted  the  next  verse  would  have  been  throwing  a 
stone  at  his  own  head,  which,  in  its  recoil,  would  have  wound- 
ed his  friend  the  pope  too  ;  for  he  is  the  snake  in  the  grasst  and 
the  Roman  imperial  power  is  the  lion^  and  the  dtvih  or  oldser* 
pent,  is  the  dragon,  which  Christ  is  now  in  the  act  of  trampHng 
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the  earth  with  carnage  and  woe  ? — or  do  we 
look  for  another^  at  a  still  later  period,  to  per- 
fect the  work  which  thou  must  leave  un- 
finished ? 

uoder  his  feet*  SaUn  was  not  reproved  of  Jesus  for  muafpU' 
cation  of  that  text  to  a  wrong  per$on%  but  only  for  the  deceitful 
and  wicked  **  doctrine — and  use"  which  he  artfully  wanted 
to  draw  from  it,  and  which  Jesus  confuted.  I  therefore  con- 
clude,  with  the  concurrent  testimony  of  his  satanic  majesty 
himselfy  that  this  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,  not  of  the 
POPE5  OF  Rome,  but  of  the  ever  blessed  Christ  coming 
\xx  his  kiAgdomt— 

■  '"'■'       I*  Fas  est  et  ab  hoste  doceri* 

'Tis  prudent  still  instruction  to  receive, 

Tho*  envious  foes  the  wholesome  counsel  give* 


3T2 
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SECTION  XXXIX. 


TbffalliMify  ^f  human  virtue^  a  string  grmnd  f^r 
ibi  scripture  €auti$n — **  to  watch/* ^Eartbl]f 
greatness  and  long  prosperity^  no  certain  tokens  ^f 
tfx'  unqualified  approbation  of  heaven.''-^Tbe  pr^ 
fhctic  STONS  has  already  fallen  upon  the  image  and 
produced  ansiderabk  effects i — lis  to/«  magniiude 
is  also  increased  t§  a  mQuniainom  hulk*'-  Great 
events  in  prrpfiratiom — Daniel's  cctncise  account  ^ 
the  state  of  the  three  fin^t  beasts  during  the  Ung 
continuance  of  'he fourth. — They  are  deprived  ^ 
empire^  but  enj^y  a  respite  until  the  fourth  is  stain 
an  destroyfdf  i.per  uhich  they  must  be  alsc  ah^rb* 
ed  in  she  common  vortex* 


\A  HFN  Hazael  came  to  the  propher  Elishai 
to  tT:*quire  tor  hiS  master  Ben  HAD  A  0,  king 
of  byria^  what  should  be  ibe  eireat  of  a  &id> 
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ness  the  Idng  at  that  time  laboured  under,  the 
holy  Seer,  looking  steadfastly  in  his  face  for 
some  time,  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears.  Hazael, 
astonished  at  so  unaccountable  a  reception,  ask« 
ed  the  man  of  God  the  cause  of  his  so  sudden 
grief.  "  It  is  because  (answered  he)  I  know 
the  evil  that  tbou  wilt  do  to  the  children  of 
Israel.  Their  strong  holds  wDt  thou  set  on 
fire,  and  their  young  men  wilt  thou  slay  with 
the  sword,  and  wilt  dash  their  children^  and 
rip  up  their  women  with  qhildf" 

Hazael  seems  at  that  time  to  have  had  no 
consciousness  of  any  thing  like  such  a  savage 
ferocity  lurking  in  his  disposition,  and  abrupt- 
ly answered  (with  an  abhorrence  as  great  as 
the  prophet  himself  had  expressed) — ^**  But 
what  J  is  thy  strvant  a  dog^  that  he  should  do 
this  great  thing?'' — Elisha  only  replied,  ^^the 
Lord  hath  shewed  me  that  thou  shalt  be  king 
of  Syria.^'  Intimating  that  time  and  circum^ 
stances^  rather  than  the  inflyence  of  original 
principle,  stamp  the  character  which  men  as-^ 
Bume,  in  a  great  many  instances.  Hazael  con- 
sidered maturely  of  tlie  prophet's  answer,  in 
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his  way  home,  and  took  his  measures  acconf-* 
ing  to  it.  He  gave  a  flattering  answer  to  Beti^ 
hadad,  and  then,  to  hasten  and  make  sure  (of 
bis  predicted  Royalty^  the  very  next  day  he 
treacherously  murdered  his  master,  and  not 
long  afterwards,  he  fully  made  good  the  cha- 
racter the  prophet  had  given  of  his  barbarity. 

He  that  once  enters  upon  the  path  of  pre- 
cipitous promotion,  by  violent  and  wicked 
means,  is  under  a  necessity  of  still  going  on, 
and  treading  in  the  same  steps  of  barbarous 
precaution,  to  establish  the  insecure  footing 
he  has  ginned.  The  continual  impression  of 
his  own  precarious  situation  hardens  his  heart, 
and  leaves  no  other  feeling  there,  but  suspi- 
on  and  hatred  of  the  whole  human  race. 

In  the  four  universal  monarchies  of  which 
the  scripture  prophecies  take  notice,  we  see 
mighty  conquerors  wading  through  oceans  of 
human  blood,  to  attain  the  prize  of  universal 
dominion.  They  considered  the  whole  hu- 
man race  as  beasts,  made  to  be  hunted  down 
and  destroyed,  for  their  caprice  or  aggrandisc- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


60» 

neat.  Tfacir  progress  is  tracked  by  blood  dhd 
desolation^  as  if  they  had  been  privileged  of 
heaven  to  butcher  the  supernumerary  inhabit- 
ants  of  the  earth.  "  The  land  is  as  the  gar-* 
den  of  Eden  before  tbem^  but  behind  them  a 
desolate  wilderness.  ** 

The  actions  of  these  monsters,  and  the  suc- 
cess that  should  attend  upon  their  steps,  is,  as 
we  have  seen,  foretold  in  sacred  prophecy, 
and  that  in  very  extraordinary  terms*  Yet 
nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that  God 
does  not  approve  of  cruelty  or  ambition, 
though  he  may  make  use  of  the  voluntary 
actions  of  bad  men,  as  means  to  bring  to  pass 
the  ends  of  his  all-wise  Providence.  On  some 
occasions  he  may  bestow  a  kind  of  qualified 
commendation^  and  in  many  cases  may  re^ 
ward  with  temporal  greatness^  (by  success 
permitted,  let  us  suppose,  rather  than  by  di- 
rect favor,  or  immediate  blessing  conferred,) 
the  labor  they  have  bestowed  in  effecting  his 
designs,  though  it  be  only  by  pursuing  their 
own. 
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The  work  which. God  has  to  be  done  in 
this  way,  demands  a  genius  pecuUarly  adapted 
for  itj  and  by  bringing  forward  agents  com* 
petent  to  the  service  required,  the  mysterious 
ends  of  Providence  are  atiswered,  without  the 
liberty  and  moral  responsibility  of  man  being 
destroyed.  Some  constitutions,  by  ori^nal 
structure,  contain  not  materials  fit  to  make  a 
tyrant  of.  The  apparent  mildness  of  Nero 
and  Hazael,  at  an  early  period  of  thdr  Vives^ 
was  certainly  fallacious,  as  the  atrocity  of  thdr 
subsequent  conduct  proved.  So  wide  a  di£Fer* 
ence  from  their  former  selves,  argues  a  radical 
and  original  defect  of  mercy ^  such  as  altered  dr- 
cumstances  could  hardly  create.  I'pon  a  re- 
ally virtuous  mind,  the  prophet's  frightful  de- 
nunciation of  the  character  of  the  future  man, 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  an  impressive 
and  salutary  warning,  instead  of  becoming  an 
encouragement  to  rush  headlong  into  wicked^ 
nesSy  and  foolishly  think  to  lay  the  blame  on 
fate.  Humane  and  gentle  natures  are  ill  a- 
dapted  to  the  work  of  destruction,  and  though 
Almighty  power  can  work  vrith  any  instru^ 
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mait,  yet  lA  th^  divine  economj,  the  means 
are  mostly  well  proportioned  to  the  end^  and 
the  natural  cause  to  the  ef&ct. 

To  shine  amongst  the  giorious  destroyers 
ef  mankind  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude,  xfyr 
quires  the  cruel  spirit  of  the  ferocious  tyger, 
and  the  deeeitfulness  of  the  crocodile;  an 
heart  of  adamant,  and  an  hand  of  iron,  in- 
flexible from  its  purpose*  The  ear  must  be 
deaf  to  the  melting  voice  of  pity,  and  the 
breast  insensible  to  the  pang  of  remorse* 
There  is  a  certsdn  greatness  of  mind  which 
can  sit  down  unmoved  upon  the  wreck  of 
onqe  happy  aQd  flourishing  nations,  and  cool- 
ly calculate  upon  future  havoc,  while  every 
fresh  acquisition,  like  the  rivers  pouring  in 
vain  thek  accumulated  stores  into  the  bound- 
le^  ocean,  adds  nothing  of  satiety  to  the  rest- 
less spirit  of  subjugation,  while  there  yet 
remains  any  thing  to  be  added,  by  fresh  con- 
quests, to  the  suflerings  of  human  nature 
Neither  the  restrictions  of  religion,  nor  the 
ties  of  honour,  the  faith  of  oaths  and  treaties, 
or  the  rights  of  man,  must  be  suffered  to  in- 
VOL.  II,  3    u 
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tcrfcre  with  the  will  of  the  conqueror,  to  a* 
lence  the  call  of  glory,  or  to  interrupt  the 
full  career  of  victory ;  and  the  gordian  knot, 
which  cannot  be  untied  by  political  circum- 
vention, must  be  boldly  cut  asunder  with  the 
sword  of  superior  force* 

The  extraordinary  rise  of  these  candidates 
for  historic  glory,  and  their  wonderful  pro- 
gress to  the  utmost  heigth  of  earthly  great- 
ness, aflfords  continual  evidence  of  the  hand 
of  Providence,  made  bare  in  his  indignation 
upon  offending  nations.  They  have  God  on 
their  side,  as  long  as  they  are  employed  in 
executing  the  work  which  his  counsel  has 
before  determined  to  be  done ;  and  they  re- 
ceive a  present  recompence  of  their  toil  ia 
that  fading  glory  of  this  world,  which  passeth 
soon  away,  and  beyond  which  they  have  no 
ambition.* 

-  *  This  view  from  behind  the  scenes,  of  the  Me/ and  emffj 
pageantry  of  heroic  greatness^  brings  strongly  to  mind  those  linef 
of  Virgil, 

«« Sic  vos  non  vobis,  nidificatis  aves, 

Sic  V08  non  vobis,  fcrtis  aratra  boves'*  &c. 
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These  dreadful  revolutions  in  the  world, 
which  the  prophecies  have  ascribed  to  the 
LAST  TIMES,  are  the  nccessary  mcasures  for 
the  introduction  of  as  great  a  calm,  after  the 
hurricane  has  subsided;  when  ^"^  the  God  of 
heaven  wilt  set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall 
never  he  destroyed;  and  the  kingdom  shall  not 
be  left  /<?  other  people^  but  it  shall  break  in 
pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms ^  and  it 
shall  stand  for  ever.^'*  This  kingdom  of 
Christ,  which  requires  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world  to  be  broken  in  pieces,  that  are 
found  (in  this  time  of  trial  )  to  be  established 
upon  principles  inconsistent  with  it,  is  again 
described  in  Daniel  vii.  27,  in  similar  terms, 
^'  And  the  kingdom,  and  dominion,  and  the 

Buildy^-baildy  y€  little  birda,  your  feathery  nests, 
Not  for  yourselves  ye  bear  the  useless  toil  I 
Drag  on  your  daily  plough,  ye  weary  beasts  ; 
Not  for  yourselves  ye  turn  the  fruitful  soiL 

How  strongly  does  this  recommend  to  the  humble  christian 
«  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing,  sedlcs  for  glory  and 
honor  and  immorality,''  his  far  preferable  choice,  of  that  reward 
of  his  labor  which  fadeth  not  away,  and  the  possession  of  that 
•*  kingdom  which  shall  not  he  left  to  other  people  /'* 

*  Dan,  ji, 

3U  2 
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greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  wbalc 
heaven^  shall  be  given  to  the  people  of  tbc- 
samts  of  the  Most  Higb^  whose  kingdom  \s 
an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  all  dominions 
shall  serve  and  pbey  him*'' 

I  have  already  shewn,  that  the  present  state 
of  things  is  so  very  much  at  variance  vidth 
this  predicted  universal  subjection  to  Cbrut^ 
and  a  time  of  such  general  holiness  and  uHWm 
(errupted  peace^  that  the  most  violent  changes 
must  take  place  before  it  can  be  introduced, 
or  could  subsist  for  any  long  time,  if  it  was. 
That  which,  during  400  years  after.St  Paulas 
prophecy  of  the  man  of  sin,  "  let,"  or  pre- 
vented his  appearance,  has  for   1 8  60  years 
now  again  (chough  subsisting  in  a  changed 
form)   hindered   the    rise   of  this   promised 
kingdom  of  Messiah,  and  is  at  this  time^  ac- 
tually  removing   to  give  place   to  it^ — The 
GREAT  IMAGE,  or  mystical  representative  of 
the  four  universal  monarchies,  was,  until  of 
late,  still  standing  upon  **  its  jeet  and  toes  of 
iron  mixed  with  miry  clay -^  the  prophetic 
emblem  of  the  Roman  empire,  in  its  vuh 
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dern  state  of  decrepitude  and  weakness ;  the 
cause  of  which  imbecility^  and  the  particular 
meaning  of  that  remarkable  allegorical  dc- 
ecription,  I  have  before  endeavoured  to  ex* 
plain* 

The  •*  STOME  cut  without  bands  out  of  the 
mountain^^  has  been  already  presented  to  the 
eyes  of  the  admiring  world,  by  such  extraor- 
dinary measures  of  God'$  mysterious  provi^ 
dence,  and  so  much  in  contradiction  to  the 
common  course  of  the  probabilides  of  thiogSi 
that  it  seems  to  indicate  the  fulfillment  of  the 
remainder  of  the  prophecy,  at  no  very  great 
distance  of  time.     It  has  been  lifted  up  on 
high  by  the  invisible  power  of  God,  and  hurU 
ed  with  a  force  more  than  belongs  to  the  mere 
arm  of  flesh*     Like  a  fiery  comet,  it  passed 
through  the  once  radiant  circles  ot  the  politi- 
cal heavens,  its  magnitude  and  velocity  in- 
creasing as  it  flew  ;  and  it  has  fallen  upon  the 
feet  and  toes  of  the  image.     And  no  doubt,  the 
holy  prophet  so  particularly  marking  the  part 
of  the  image  on  which  the  dreadful  concussion 
Should  first  take  effect,  "  on  its  feet^  which 
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were  of  Iron  and  miry  clayl^  deigned  to  in- 
timate that  the  total  dissolution  ot  the  Roman. 
EMPIRE  (tn  its  mixed  and  debased  state) 
should  not  happen  but  by  the  particular  act 
of  God's  vengeance  upon  great  Babylon, 
for  her  ancient  and  modem  sins ;  nor  until 
that  period  of  time  assigned  in  prophecy,  and 
distinguished  by  so  many  concurring  signs. 

Diminutive  and  unimportant  as  the  stone 
appeared  to  the  undistinguishing  eye,  when 
first  it  rose  aloft  into  the  air,  yet  it  fell  with 
the  impulse  of  a  mighty  rock,  and  so  shook 
the  feeble  image  with  the  tremendous  crash, 
that  it  stood  tottering  to  its  fall.  The  stone 
itself  has  also,  in  like  manner,  received  that 
wonderful  increase  of  its  own  magnitude,which 
the  prophet  upwards  of  2400  years  ago  fore- 
told. It  has  grown  by  gradual  accretions  to  an 
immense  and  oppressive  weight  and  bulk,  and 
bears  against  the  shattered  image  with  the 
over-powering  pressure  of  a  rolling  mountain. 
The  time  cannot  now  be  far  distant;  when  it 
must  give  way,  and  fall  and  he  broken  in  pieces 
as  small  as  the  chaff  of  the  summer  threshing 
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jftoorsy  and  the  stone  become  a  mountain, 
shall  occupy  the  space  on  which  it  stood. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  this  brief  ac- 
count, the  prophet  gives  of  the  breaking  of  the. 
IMAGE,  by  the  falling  of  the  stone  upon  it, 
the  order  of  the  metals  of  which  it  had  been- 
originally  composed  is  inverted  i  and  in  his 
enumeration  of  all  the  several  parts  to  be  des* 
troyed  one  after  another,  he  begins  with  the 
extrtmities^  upon  which  the  first  impression 
of  the  external  violence  was  made,  and  pro- 
ceeds upwards  to  the  head  of  gold.  "  Then 
'was  the  iron^  the  clay^  the  brass  ^  the  silver^  the 
gdldy  broken  to  pieces  together ^^ — (that  is,  in  no 
long  space  of  time  one  aft^r  another,) — andbe^ 
came  like  the  chaff  of  the  summer  threshingfloor^ 
and  the  wind  carried  them  away^  that  no  place 
was  found  for  them.  And  the  stone  became  a 
great  mountain,  and  filled  all  the  earth. 

The  increase  of  the  stone  in  magnitude, 
by  the  adhesion  of  the  broken  fragments, 
commences  from  the  first  stroke ;  and  from, 
the  continued  operation  of  the  same  causes, 
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and  by  repeated  strokes  (with  additional 
weighty  and  moved  by  the  same  inviable 
power)  the  stone  is  continually  augmented, 
while  the  image  is  dimtshed.  So  at  least 
facts  seem  thus  far  to  have  given  the  expla* 
nation  of  this  hitherto  obscure  prophecy,  and 
to  have  exposed  to  public  tiontempladon^ 
the  method  by  which  an  instrument,  c^igin* 
ally  of  so  inconsiderable  promise,  has  beea 
able  (in  the  hands  of  an  almighty  Mover)  to 
e&€t  already  so  great  changes  in  the  ptodi^ 
gious  fabric  of  the  Image,  which  portend  its 
speedy  and  total  dissolution. 

The  prophecy  is  too  concise  to  attend  to 
minutiae,  but  gives  only  a  general  idea,  as  if 
the  destruction  of  the  whole  image  was  the 
immediate  effect  of  one  stroke.  Bat  the  in- 
verted order  of  the  component  parts,  ciearly 
points  out  that  it  is  not  to  be  so  understood  j 
but  that  it  will  be  the  work  of  some  (though 
not  a  very  long)  time,  and  b^inning  with 
the  feet  and  toes^  the  subjection  of  the  tea 
kingdoms,*  (or  the  Western  Roman  em- 

•  Originally  ten,  and  so  continued  in  prophecy, 
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^ire)  wUl  form  only  the  first  part  of  this 
career  of  victory  and  destruction;  that  the 
scourge  will  not  cease  for  any  long  period  of 
honorable  or  secure  tranquility,  (for  ^^tbere 
is  no  peace  saitb  God  to  THE  wicked,")  till 
all  has  been  subdued,  and  broken  to  pieces, 
and  so  carried  away  by  the  wind,  that  no 
place  is  found  for  them  any  more,  as  parts  of 
the  original  image,  but  hencetorward  only 
as  parts  of  the  stone. 

Ri^d  precision  is  not  to  be  expected  in 
prophecy,  but  a  general,  though  striking  and 
clear  resemblance  in  the  principal  features  of 
the  object  described,  which  yet  will  leave 
considerable  room  for  conjecture,  and  variety 
of  opinion  on  the  particulars  of  less  material 
importance.  The  breaker  is  himself  com- 
pared twice  by  Jeremiah,  and  often  by  other 
prophets,  to  a  whirlwind^  for  tlfe  violence  of 
the  effects  produced  in  the  desolated  track  in 
which  he  moves.  Scattering  the  broken  frag-^ 
ments  to  the  winds ^  may  cither  imply  that  they 
will  be  added  to  his  own  empire,  or  divided 
out  in  meagre  portions  of  subordinate  power, 
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to  the  vassal  tempests^  of  which  he  is  himsrf/ 
^e  Eolus  and  sovereign  despot* 

The  feet  of  the  image  receiviftg  the  first 
shock,  the  weakness  of  their  texture,  and  the 
ill  cohesion  of  their  component  materials,  is 
thus  betrayed,  having  been  never  thought 
of  or  susjiccted,  till  the  fated  stone,  hurl- 
ed from  the  hand  of  God,  touches  them; 
then  it  appears  that  the  strength  and  vigour 
which  had  been  in  the  legs  ofiron^  no  longer 
remains  in  the  feet  and  toes.  The  enfeebling 
intoxication  of  the  cup  of  Babylon^s  poisonous 
mixture,  has  robbed  them  of  their  strength  ; 
and  their  shame  and  weakness  are  exposed  to 
the  universal  astonishment  of  the  world.— 
This  is  evidently  the  meaning  of  those  often 
repeated  figures  in  the  prophets,  in  which  the 
idolatrous  church  is  represented  as  an  adul- 
teress punish*ed.  "  Behold,  therefore,  I  will 
gather  all  thy  lovers,  with  whom  thou  hast 
taken  pleasure,  and  all  them  that  thou  hast 
loved,  with  all  them  that  thou  bast  hated  ^^'-^ 
(the  persecuted  witnesses): — ^  1  will  even ^j- 
tber  them  round  about  against  tbee^  and  will 
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&cOver  thy  nakedness  uato  them,  that  they 
may  see  all  thy  nakedness.  And  I  will  judge 
thee  as  women  that  break  .wedlock,  and 
SHED  BLOOD,  are  judged,  and  I  will  give 
thee  blgodm  fury  and  jealousy.  And  I  will* 
^Iso  ^ive  thee  into  their  band^  and  they  shall 
throw  down  thine  eminent  place,  and 
shall  break  down  thy  high  places:  they  shall 
strip  thee  also  of  thy  cloaths,  and  shall  take 
thy  fair  jewels,  and  leave  thee  naked  and  bare. 
And  they  shall  burn  thine  houses  with  fire^ 
and  execute  judgments  upon  thee  in  the  sight 
of  nuiny  women  y^ — in  the  sight  of  all  the 
PROTESTANT  CHURCHES,  or,  as  St  John, 
in  allusion  to  this  prophecy,  says,  "//r  the 
presence  of  the  holy  angels^  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  Lamb.^^^ 

Jt  is  now  by  this  discovery,  clearly  seen 

*  Ezekiel  xvu  37, 6pc. 

f  See  Rev.  xiv.  10.  compared  with  xviii.  8  ;  xTii.  4,  5,  16. 
The  double  woe,  in  verse  23.  and  many  striking  particulars  se- 
lected by  St  John,  shew  that  the  force  of  this  prophecy  was 
not  wholly  exhausted  in  the  calamities  inflicted  upon  the  aposlat(^ 
church  of  Israel. — -See  Isai.  iii«  17>  &c«  Jer.  xiii.  26.  Nahum. 
iii.  5*  Sam,  iv.  22. 
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and  universally  understood,  of  what  incea-^ 
gruous  materials  the  towering  Shriek  of  the 
papal  empire  had  been  composed ;  and  that 
the  image,  its  representative,  had  been  the 
'workmanship  of  artists  curious  and  subtil  in 
the  study  and  practice  of  the  deceptive  arts ; 
crusted  over  with  an  imitation  of  the  vene^ 
rable  appearances  of  antiquity,  ^d  loaded 
with  rich  and  splendid  ornament  in  the  ex- 
terior, that  it  might  pass  for  a  continuation 
of  the  same  valuable  metals,  of  which  the 
nobler  parts  had  been  originally  cast  That 
it  is  however  nothing  more  at  the  best,  than 
"  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay  /'  cpnt^oing,  at 
this  period,  only  a  slender  portion  of  the  iron 
strength,  (barely  su^cient  to  support  its  own 
super-incumbent  weight,)  and  filled  in  and 
moulded  into  shape  with  the  base  material^ 
and  plastered  over  with  untempered  mortar  :* 
decked  externally  *'  with  scarlet^  and  gold^ 
andjewels^^  to  draw  the  eye  pf  the  observer 
from  a  too  nice  examination  of  the  real  po? 
verty  of  the  workmanship,  and  the  unequsil 
solidity  of  the  heterogeneous  compound. 

*  Ezck.  xiii,  IQ. 
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In  this  feeble  state  of  incapacity  to  ^resist; 
the  impetus  pf  the  stone,  the  toes  of  the 
IMAGE  are  broken  off,  one  after  another,  and 
incorporated  into  the  substance  of  the  stone; 
and  the  whole  of  the  feet  and  legs  of  the  fall^ 
en  fabric  are  soon  after  beaten  to  pieces,  and 
carried  away  from  their  ancient  connection^ 
with  the  force  of  the  whirlwind,  and  move  with 
the  lightness  of  chaff  before  the  fan.*  In  vain 
is  every  effort  for  self-preservation,  when  made 
by  extreme  debility  opposed  to  gigantic  might* 
^  Strangers  have  devoured  his  strength^  a  fid  bf 
knowetb  it  not ;  yea,  grey  hairs  are  here  and 
there  upon  him,  yet  he  knoweth  it  not*  And 
they  do  not  return  to  the  Lord  their  God,  nor 
seek  him  for  all  this."f 

The  kingdom  of  the  sToNE,  as  that  expres- 
sion signiQes  the  approaching  Kingdom  or 
CHRIST,  is  to  be  universal^  in  the  literal  sense 
of  the  word.  But  as  in  an  inferior  and  typi- 
cal sense,  it  may  be  applied  to  the  empire  of 
the  BREAKEi^,  (the  actual  lever  with  which 

^  Hosea.  xiii.  3  ;  Psalm  i.  4  ;  xxxv.  5  $  Isaitzlit  1^. 
f  Ho9ea«  vii,  9. 
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Ood  moves  the  earth,  and  the  material  and  vi^ 
rible  stone  hy  which  the  stroke  of  death  to  the 
posing  papal  empire  is  given ;)  the  extent 
of  his  conquests  perhaps  are  not  lo  be  certainly 
known  from  this  prophecy,  until  the  hand  of 
time  shall  have  lifted  up  the  veil  a  litl:le  high-* 
cr.     But  the  easy  acquisition  of  dominion  and 
power  does  not  usually  allay  the  thirst  of  addi- 
tional conquests,  and  it  probably  wili  not  have 
that  effect  in  the  present  instance.     Like  Ha- 
zael,  abashed  in  the  presence  of  the  man  of 
Crod,  unexpectedly  opening  to  him  the  pros- 
pect of  his  future  gi-qry,  the  rising  conquer- 
or perhaps  does  not  yet  know  the  full  extent 
of  his  own  capabilities,  nor  the  work  be  has 
yet  to  get  through ^  before  h;s  task  be  finished^ 
There  is  certainly  yet  a  great  deal  to  be  done, 
and  a  burden  of  woe  heavier  than  all  former 
woes,  seems  to  be  the  general  import  of  the 
prophecies  of  these  trying  times,  into  which 
we  are  advaqcing  with  hasty  steps.     But  whe- 
ther it  is  all  to  be  effected-  in  a  short  space  of 
time,  "  a  little  moment ^  until  the  indignation  be 
overpastl'*^  as  the  prophets  speak,  and  by  the 

*  Psalm  Ivii.  i ;  Isai.  xxvi.  20, 
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enterprising  genius  and  propitious  fortune  of 
ONE  MAN,  or  he  is  to  be  succeeded  by  others 
of  similar  capabilities,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  time. 

The  prophecy  determines  so  far  as  this,  be*- 
yond  any  question  or  doubt,  that  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  the  image  is  to  be  broken  to  pieces^  and  new 
modelled  into  a  single  vast  empire  by  the  suc- 
sessive  subjection  and  absorption  of  the  iron  and 
the  clajy  or  the  substance  of  the  holy  Roman 
catholic  empire,  and  all  the  kingdoms  which 
compose  the  religious  confederacy  of  popery. 
T^he  brasSy  or  the  countries  formerly  subjected 
to  the  empire  of  Alexander  the  Great,  which 
now  makes  up  most  part  of  the  empire  of  the 
turks.  And  this,  as  in  the  prophetic  series, 
so  also  in  the  order  and  course  of  probability, 
seems  to  be  the  next  morsel  that  is  to  be  <?«- 
gulphed  into  the  kingdom  of  the  stone^  after 
the  total  subjection  of  the  Roman  confederacy 
hath  permitted  leisure,  and  opened  a  broad 
military  road  into  the  east. 

After  this,  the  silver^  or  the  Asiatic  do- 
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minions,  oiite  the  seat  of  the  Persian  imperial 
Sovereignty,  and^  lastly^  the  gold ^  ox  the  re- 
gions which  anciently  owned  the  regal  scep- 
tre of  the  mighty  Nebuchadnezzar  himself, 
the  scourge  of  heaven,  in  his  day,  upon  the 
less  provoking  idolatries,  and  moral  and  re* 
ligiou^  delinquencies  of  his  own  times.**^ 
These  remote  countries,  in  this  prophetical 
chart  of  them,  are  not  defined  with  exact  ge^ 
ographical  precision,  for  they  were  intermixed 
and  swallowed  up  one'of  another  successively, 
as  they  are  now  all  to  be  absorbed  in  the  king- 
dom of  the  s  T  o  N  E.  And  a  general  idea^  with- 
out descending  into  niceties  of  little  moment, 
is  all  that  seems  intended  to  be  conveyed,  or 
can  be  expected  from  a  prophetical  hiero- 
glyphic of  so  great  antiquity,  and  comprising 
so  many  events,  not  easy  to  be  combined  ia 
one  consistent  scheme  of  history  anticipated. 

The  circumstance  of  these  four  great  em- 
pires having  made  parts  one  of  another  at 
different  periods,  will  materially  abridge  the 
time  and  labor  of  the  breaker,  so  as  to 
bring  within  the  compass  of  one  man  s  life 
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an  acluevcmcnt  perhaps  more  difficult  of  ac- 
complishment in  these  times,  than  in  the  days 
of  any  former  conquerors. 

But  if  there  be  considerable  obscurity  here, 
there  is  still  greater  difficulty  in  following  the 
prophet  ia  the  concise  account  be  gives  of 
what  becomes  of  these  four  empires,  aft^ 
this  period  of  their  subjection.  (Dan.  vii.  1 1.) 
^  /  kebeld  then  because  of  the  voice  of  the  great 
words  which  the  born  spake ^  I  beheld  even  till 
the  BEAST  was  slain^  and  bis  body  destroyed 
and  given  to  the  burning  flamed — This  is  the 
fourth  beast,  or  the  Roman  empire,  he  is 
speaking  of  here,  which  produced  the  blas^ 
pbeming  little  horny  or  the  papacy;  and  it 
is  his  crimes  that  draw  down  the  judgments 
of  heaven  upon  the  beast — The  beast  is  slain: 
it  subsists  no  longer  as  an  independent  go- 
vernment, but  is  destroyed^  and  its  lifeless 
body  is  ^  given  to  the  burning  Jlame^'^ — Its 
once  independent  sova'eignties  are  sunk  in  a 
single  tyrianny,  and  consumed  with  the  scorch- 
ing sun  of  an  insupportable  despotism ;  while 
the  more  literally  to  fulfil  the  word  of  pro- 

VOL.  lu  3  y 
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pnecy^  the  scat  of  the  beast  (the  centre  and 
fccus  of  the  spiritual  corruption)  is  engiiiph- 
ed  in  tbtfiamcs  b/Tophet* 

The  Roman  ebipiee  having  in  z\l  the 
prophecies  cliiincd  the  greatest  share  of  atrea- 
tion,  the  history  of  thii  foorth  beast  is 
therefore  continued  from  its  commencement, 
in  ver  7,  to  its  final  catastrophe^  ab  above  re- 
lated*  in  ven  1 1.  The  prophet  then  reveiXB 
to  the  three  other  universal  monarchies  he 
had  before  mentioned,  (as  preceding  the  Rc^- 
man^)  to  give  a  concise  account  of  what  be- 
came of  tliem^  while  this  long  series  of  time 
was  passings  and  all  these  important  events 
were  taking  place,  in  wfiich  the  destinies  of 
the  church  were  rtioie  intimately  inrolved*'* 

^  As  concerning  the  rest  of  ibe  bemts^^^^ 
(that  is  to  say,  the  countries  wliich  made  up 


^  Tbe  pn>{>hetic  history  of  the  fourth  BSAfTf  oir  Ro 
empire  1  as  I  li^ve  sliewn  «  tatge  in  the  precedfn  -^  -[^^tt  -^ 
gm»  lirnt  with  t!ie  state  of  ureitHibk  itnngtk^  *r 
mntm  cf  rAGAx  Koi«t»  afid  then  rc^^mu  -J  *ifid 

(ftt'ided  iiett  under  tlie  (al&e  drnttiasity  cf  the  popttb  confedc* 
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the  other  three  monarchies  of  Greece,  Per- 
sia, and  Babylon  in  Assyria,  and  which 
answer  to  the  belly,  breast,  and  head  of 
the  image)*—."  tbey  bad  their  dominion  ta-- 
ken  away^^ — (they  did  not  continue  long 
in  possession  of  the  empire  of  the  world,  but 
it  was  conveyed  in  succession  from  one  to 
the  other,  and  at  last  to  the  Roman  (or  fourth 
beast),— ^"  but  their  lives  were  prolongea  for  a 
season  and  timer — They  still  continued  habit- 
able countries,  and  under  various  vicissitudes 
and  forms  of  government,  but  no  longer  the 

racy  of  ten  kingdoms,  with  the  supremacy  of  the  little  horn. 
Then  follows  the  hnaUng  up  of  this  iniquitous  system,  and  the 
casting  dovfn  of  the  popish  thrones^  represented  (figuratively)  as 
done  by  2l  judicial  process,  carried  on  before  CbrisU  "  the  ancient 
of  days  *^  called  by  Isaiah  (ix.  6.)  ^^the  everlasting  father !*  — 
**  whose  goings  forth  have  been  from  everlasting"  (Micah.  v.  2. 
Psalm  xciii«2.)  and  by  the  opening  of  the  books  of  judgment 
upon  the  antichristian  empire,  or  the  republication  of  the  scriptures  f 
by  which  he  is  to  be  judged  and  consumed,  (John  xii,  48« — 
1.  Cor.  yI.  2.)  and  finally,  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  the 
court,  ssidoi  the  judgment  written  in  the  prochecies,  by  tlie  des- 
truction of  the  body  of  the  beast^  and  giiring  it  ivp  to  the  burnin;;; 
^me« 

*  Dan,  a, 
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olyicts  of  prophecy^  or  connected  \ntfa  the 
church  and  people  of  God.* 

This  state  of  things  b  to  continue  fdr  "  a 
season  and  time^^  which  expression,  as  it  re- 
gards the  destiny  of  the  three  empires  with 
which  the  church  is  not  any  further  connect- 
ed, does  not  seem  designed  to  specify  any 
particular  period,  but  only  an  indefinite  time. 
For  our  Lord,  some  hundred  years  afterwards, 
made  use  of  the  same  phrase,  concerning  the 
same  thing.  (Acts  I  7.)  "  //  is  not  for  you 
to  know  the  time  and  the  seasons^  (when  God 
will  restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel)  •*  which 
the  Father  hath  put  in  bis  own  powcr^^—?i\x\, 

*  See  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  obserrations  on  Daniel,  ciiap  bi. 
p.  31 ,  32 — where  he  infers  from  hence,  that  all  the  four  heasts  are 
still  aRvCf  though  the  dominion  of  the  three  fi*  st  be  taken  away. 
The  nations  of  Chaldea  and  Assyria,  are  still  the  first  beast, 
&c.  Bishop  Newton  observes,  (vol  i.  p.  492.)  that  when  the 
dominion  was  taken  aw<iy  from  the  three  first  beasts,  their  bo^ 
diet  were  not  destroyed^  they  were  suffered  to  continue  still  in 
being*  But  when  the  dominion  shall  be  taken  away  from  this 
fourth  beast,  his  body  shall  be  totally  destroyed^  because  other 
kingdoms  succeed  to  those,  but  none  othei^eirthly  kingdom 
shall  succeed  to  thi€. 
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it  i$  now  pretty  clear  from  facts,  as  well  aa 
fcom  this  prophecy  of  the  image,  that  they 
were  to  continue  as  long  as  the  Roman  em^ 
pire  itself,  and  even  longer,  as  the  same  shock 
of  the  stone  which  first  destroys  the  feet  of 
iron  and  clay ^  does  afterwards  break  in  pieces 
the  other  parts  in  succession,  to  make  prepa- 
ration for  the  introduction  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  STONE  become  a  mountain  j  that  is,  of 
Christ  reigning  upon  earth. — ^^  I  saw  in  the 
night  visions^  and  behold  one  like  the  Son  of 
man  fame  with  the  clouds  of  heaven ;"-— to 
this  our  Saviour  alludes,* — ^^  Hereafter  shall 
ye  see  the  Son  of  man  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  Power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven^^      And  it  was  fulfilled  in  a  lower 
sense,  by  his  coming  in  judgments  upon  that 
generation  then  Jilive,  but  it  is  to  be  more 
completely  so  by  those  with  which  he  will 
destroy  the  kingdom  of  the  beasty  and  set  up 
his  own,  over  all  the  earth,  in  its  place. — 
"  And  he  came  to  the  ancient ,  of  days,  and 
they  brought  him  near  before  him.      And 

♦  Math.  xxvi.  64,  ^5. 
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there  was  given  him  dominioni  and  gloryv 
and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations,  aad 
languages  should  serve  him :  his  dominion  is 
an  everlasting  dominion,  which  shall  not  pass 
away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not 
be  destroyed." 
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Strange  blindness  of  papists  to  the  wrath  that  pur^ 
sues  that  devoted  system  of  error. ^^The  cup  of  fury 
sent  round  to  the  nations  in  its  connection'^'-^The 
reign  of  terror  y  the  consequence  of  it. — The  doctrine 
of  Balaam^  in  the  true  spirit  of  popery. — Modern 
popery  divested  of  nothing  but  power  ; — //  remains 
still  as  objectionable  to  protestants  as  ever,  and  is 
the  cause  of  the  woes  which  now  afflict  the  christian 
world. — England* s  ademption  through  divine  mer^ 
cyy  provided  for  by  the  prescience  of  God^-^but 
can  only  be  perpetuated  to  the  end  of  the  indigna- 
tion^  by  adhering  to  the  original  principles  of  the 
reformation^ 

xIE  may  \vell  be  pronounced  blessed  and 
happy,  "  ter,  quaterq.  beatus,'^  whose  lot  shall 
be  cast  in  that  time  of  sabbath  to  the  people 
of  God,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  frightful 
contrast  by  which  it  is  to  be  immediately  pre- 
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ceded.  For  from  the  time  of  the  going  fiHth 
of  the  commandment  to  draw  the  aven^g 
sword,  it  does  not  appear  there  is  likely  to  be 
any  considerable  respite  to  the  plagues  of 
KoME,  any  more  than  there  was  to  those  of 
Egypt.  They  then  trod  one  upon  the 
heels  of  another  -in  quick  succession,  and  the 
piteous  cry  of  terror  and  anguish  was  more 
piercing  and  loud  at  every  stroke. 

The  world  has  been  kept  in  a  continued 
state  of  suspense  and  alarmed  expectation 
from  the  first  uplifting  of  the  stone,  and 
the  new  and  still  more  tragical  tale  of  every 
succeeding  year's  occurrences,  surpasses  that 
of  the  years  of  woe  that  are  gone  by.  The 
monster  Antichrist,  like  a  huge  oak,  the 
growth  of  centuries,  hath  struck  so  deep 
his  roots,  and  insinuated  himself  so  inti- 
mately into  the  constitution  and  fabric  of  al- 
most all  the  governments  of  Europe,  that 
the  convulsions  of  his  expiring  agonies  wiQ 
shake  the  civilized  world,  as  it  were,  to  the 
centre.  "  The  Lord  will  cause  his  glorious 
voice  to  be  heard,  and  will  shew  the  lighting 
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down  of  his  arm  with  the  indignation  of  his 
anger,  and  the  flame  of  a  devouring  fire  j  with 
scattering,  and  tempests,  and  hailstones.  And 
In  e'Oery  place  where  the  rod  of  correction  shall 
cotne^  which  the  Lord  shall  lay  heavily  upon 
him^  in  battles  of  shaking  will  he  fight  with 
it."* 

The  prophets  have  made  use  of  the  most 
terrible  images,  to  represent  the  havoc  which 
the  BREAKER  will  make  in  the  present  sub« 
sisting  state  of  the  eirth,  before  all  be  reduced 
to  that  chaos  firom  which  the  new  world  of 
the  millennium  is  to  be  regenerated.  "  Fear 
and  the  pit  (ofTophet)^  and  the  snarCj  are  upon 
thee^  0  inhabitant  of  the  eartb^^  and  by  one  or 
the  other  of  these  judgments  a  great  part  of 
manKnd  will  be  destroyed,  as  were  the  sinners 
in  Sodom,  which  would  not  take  warning  of 
the  predicted  punishment. — ^**  The  earth  is  ut- 
terly broken  down^  the  earth  is  clean  dissolved, 
the  earth  is  moved  exceedingly*  The  earth 
shall  reel  to  and  firo  like  a  drunkard,  and  shall 

*  Isai.  XXX.  22- 
VOL.  II.  3  Z 
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be  removed  like  a  cottage,  and  the  tramgrcs^ 
sion  thereof  shall  he  heavy  upon  it;  and  it  shall 
fall,  and  not  rise*  again.'* 

Transgression,  and  continuing  blind- 
ness, and  impcnitency  under  it,  is  the  cause 
of  all  its  woe.  For  "the  rest  of  the  men 
which  were  not  killed  by  these  plagues,  yet 
repented  not  of  the  works  of  their  hzxidi^  that 
they  should  not  worship  devils^  and  idols  of 
gold^  and  silver y  and  brass ^  and  stone ^  and  of 
wood:  which  can  neither  see,  nor  hear,  nor 
walk.  Neither  repented  they  of  their  mur- 
ders^  nor  of  their  sorceries^  nor  of  their /orff/- 
cations^  nor  of  their  thefts^'^  For  these  things 
Cometh  the  long  predicted  wrath  of  God  upon 
the  children  of  disobedience.  "  Behold  the 
Lord  Cometh  out  of  his  place  to  punish  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth,  for  their  iniquity  ; 
the  earth  also  shall  disclose  her  bloody  and  shall 
no  more  cover  her  slain^X  The  infatuated  par- 
tisans of  this  ancient  and  detestable  supersdtion, 

*  Isai.  xxiv.  17% 

f  Rev,  ix.  20.  See  Sect.  «v,p^  164. 
\  Isai.  xxvi.  21, 
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can  by  no  means  be  withdrawn  from  the  zea- 
lous contending  for  the  support  of  their  error ; 
they  will  not  see  the  rod  and  who  hath  ap-* 
pointed  it,"  in  the  proper  light,  but  on  the  con- 
txdxyjigbt  with  it  in  battles  of  shakings  which 
shake  their  own  power  to  pieces,  and  depopu- 
late those  parts  of  the  world  that  are  implicated 
in  the  imjpending  wrath.*  They  fondly  im- 
pute the  visible  judgments  which  pursue 
them,  not  to  their  own  Wood-guiltiness  and 
idolatry,  but  to  the  impiety  of  the  protestant 
heresy,  and  the  consequent  atheistical  neglect 
of  the  worship  and  intercession  of  the  saints^ 
formerly  so  prevailing  in  their  favor,  "f  Thus 
they  weary  out  the  forbearance  of  heaven  by  • 

a  more  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  canker 
that  destroys  them.  "  For  it  is  a  people  of 
no  understanding.     Therefore  he  that  made 

*  Rev.  xiy.  20. 

f  The  image  of  St  Januarius  is  still  carried  in  holy  proces- 
sion to  restrain  the  eruptions  of  mount  Vesuvius,  and  at  8arra« 
goisa,  the  image  of  the  Tiigin  was  supphcated  in  the  same  man. 
ner  to  turn  hack  the  oterflowino  scourge,  hut  not  with  the 
same  success  as  in  the  days  of  yore. 

322 
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them  will  not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  ho 
that  formed  them  will  shew  them  no  fevor,*'* 

It  would  be  profane  infidelity  were  we  for 
a  moment  to  suppose  the  solemn  and  frequent 
warning,  given  {in  the  prophecies  of  the  chris^ 
tian  times)  against  idol  At  Rr^  and  other  gros% 
and  blasphemous  corruptions  of  religion j  to  be 
a  mere  brutum  fulmen^  an  alarm  without  either 
meaning  or  object.  Words  cannot  convey 
any  thing  more  terrible  in  the  way  of  inter- 
diction. "  If  any  man  worship  the  beast 
and  his  image,  and  receive  his  MARK  in  bis 
forehead  or  in  his  hand^  the  same  shall  drink 
of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  God^  which  is 
poured  out  without  mixture^^ — (  to  allay  the 
intensity  of  the  virulence  of  the  deadly  po- 
tion)— ^^  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation :  and 
be  shall  be  tormented  withjire  and  brimstone^ 
in  the  presence  of  the  holy  angels^  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  /.^w^."f— These  have  been  all 
along  protestant  witnesses  against  the  sinful-, 
ness  of  popish  idolatry,  and  they  shall  be  wit- 

*  Isai.  xxvii .  I  i  •  t  l^®^*  ^V^*  ^x 
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aessing  spectators  of  the  tormenting  scourge 
with  which  oiFended  and  blasphemed  heaven 
"will  chastise  and  destroy  it,  in  every  quaner 
ef  the  earth  to  which  it  flies  in  vain  for  shel- 
ter,— "  saying  to  the  mountains  and  rocks  fall 
en  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  from  tbe 
lUfratb  of  the  Lamb.  For  the  great  day  of 
bis  wrath  is  come ;  and  who  shall  be  able  to 
Stand  ?"* 

The  idea  of  the  torment  sinners  will  endure 
under  the  divine  judgments,  is  figuratively  re- 
presented by  their  being  compelled  to  drink  of 

*  Rev.  vL  16, 17— Lukexxiii.  30. 

Exilioq.  domos,  et  dulcia  limina  mutant, 
^tq»  alio  patriam  quaerunt  sub  sole  jacentem. 

ViRo.  Georg-  lib*  2.  v.  511* 

And  leaving  their  sweet  homes  in  exile  run. 

To  lands  that  lie  beneath  another  sun, 

Dryden. 

This  experiment  In  search  of  peaces  has  been  recently  tried, 
and  a  little  time  will  shew  the  inefficacy  of  it,  (without  a  change 
of  principle)  when  once  **  the  Lamb  ofGod^*  laying  aside  the 
ensigns  of  mercy,  shall  assume  the  characteristics  of  "  the  Lion 
ofthe  tribe  of  Jiidah^**  It 
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a  cup  in  which  God  hath  mingled  ingredients 
of  the  most  noxious  quality :  it  is  very  fre- 
quent in  the  prophets,  and  seems  to  be  drawa 
from  the  custom  (in  ancient  times)  of  punish- 
ing great  offenders  with  death,  by  slow  and 
lingering  torments,  in  that  manner.  St  John 
has  adopted  it  from  Jeremiah,  (xxv,)  where 
the  prophet  foretells  the  same  punishment  for 
the  same  offences,  and  the  wide  extent  to 
which  the  catholic  plague  hereby  meant  shall 
be  carried.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  take  the 
wine  cup  of  this  fury  at  my  hand,  an^  cause 
all  the  nations  to  whom  I  send  thee  to  drink  of 
it^  And  they  shall  drink^-^and  be  moved^-^ 
and  be  mady  because  of  the  sword  that  I  will 
send  among  them.  For  the  Lord  hath  a  con-- 
troveny  with  the  nations ^  be  will  plead  with 
alljleshy  he  will  give  them  that  are  wicked  to 
the  sword,  saith  the  Lord.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts,  behold  evil  shall  go  forth  from 
nation  to  nation^  and  A  GREAT  whirlwind 

**  It  has  been  observed,  that  all  such  as  were  prevailed  on  to 
change  their  reiighn,  with  a  view  of  bettering  their  fortunes, 
fell  soon  after  into  poverty,  and  sunk  in  the  esteem  of  those 
yery  people  who  were  so  eager  to  convert  them." 

Glas's  HisU  of  Canary  Islands^  p.  36 1|  4to, 
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iball  be  raised  up  from  the  coasts  of  the  earth. 
And  the  slain  of  the  Lord^^ — (persons  devoted 
judicially  to  the  sword) — ^^  shall  be  at  that 
day  from  one  end  of  the  earthy    even  unto  the 
other  end  of  the  earth.^     They  shall  not  be 
lamented,  neither  gathered  nor  buried,  they 
shall  be  dung  upon  the  ground."  f      This 
prophecy,  in  consistency  with  several  others 
to  the  same  purpose,  before  quoted,  sets  be- 
fore us  in  a  strong  light,  and  in  most  terrific 
language,  the  high  importance  of  the  cause 
which  God  is  thus  pleading  against  the  apos^ 
tates  from  truth  and  righteousness ;  and  the 
wide  extent  to  which  the  calamities,  occa- 
sioned by  the  final  decision  of  the  contro- 
versy, shall  reach. 

The  GREAT  NATION,  and  the  eldest  son 
of  the  corrupt  churchy  were  first  visited  by  the 
bearer  of  this  infuriating  cup  ;  and  were  com- 
pelled to  drink  deeply  of  it,  to  prepare  them 

*  The  whole  habitable  globe  cannot  be  meant  here,  but  the 
Roman  catholic  empire,  or  the  prophetic  and  figurative 
eanhf  out  of  which  the  beast  arose^ 

t  Jer.  X3tv»  15. 
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for  the  appointed  task  of  executing  the  diiine 
wrath  upon  others.  The  tyranny  of  the 
gloomy,  the  murderous  Robespierre  and  the 
Jacobins,  was  not  undeservedly  called  thb 
REIGN  OF  terror:  for  it  exhibited  to  the 
eyes  of  all  mankind,  nearly  a  literal  fulfilment 
of  these  terrible  prophecies  against  mystical 
Babylon.  At  that  dreadful  time  they  might 
be  said  almost  without  an  hyperhole,  to  have 
drank  blood.  It  poured  down  upon  them  in 
perpetual  torrents  from  the  guillotine,  and  ran 
in  the  channels  of  the  streets,  as  in  the  gutters 
of  a  slaughter  house* 

After  this  sanguinary  baptism  in  human 
gore,  these  excellent  political  reformers  were 
sent  out  as  missionaries  of  the  revelation  of 
the  wrath  of  God,  to  preach  in  other  nations 
the  same  doctrines  of  revolution  and  an- 
archy, and  to  drop  in  the  newly  stirred  soil, 
(unhappily  but  too  well  disposed  to  receive 
it,)  the  same  seed  which  had  yielded  so  rich 
an  harvest  to  themselves.  These  indefatiga- 
ble disciples  of  liberty  and  equality 
soon  handed  round  to  the  nations,  whose  judg- 
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tneni  it  was  to  drink  it^^-^c  tame  c  VP  of  which 
they  themselves  bad  drank^  and  were  mad^ 

Its  pernicious  ingredients  were  the  new 
lights  in  philosophy^  reason  emancipated  from 
all  religious  faith  and  moral  restrictions,  su- 
preme contempt  of  law  and  government,  and 
of  the  subordination  necessary  for  its  sub- 
sistence^ liberty  and  equality,  insurrection  and 
a  state  of  nature^ 

The  reign  of  cruelty  and  terror  was  also 
the  triumph  of  infidelity.     The  grand  and 

*  A  subordinate  branch  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
infernal  club  to  their  missionaries,  was  to  aim  at  the  overthrow 
of  alt  ktngdonU  and  thrones ^  hy  tap  and  nune^  where  it  might  be 
found  that  the  harvest  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  in  ripe- 
ness for  the  sickle*  Rev.  xiv,  15. 

The  foundations  of  religion  were  to  be  turned  up  by  the 
revolutiona^  plovgh«  and  the  seede  ofvlee  and  atheism  sown  in 
seminaries  of  editeationf  and  private  famlieSf  by  getting  footing 
as  tutors  and  governesses,  &c«  thus  to  poison  the  fountains  of 
domestic  virtue  and  confidence,  and  unloose  the  ties  o  patnotic 
attachments*  To  this  origin  the  great  decay  of  religious  and 
moral  principle,  and  the  shameless  abandonmemt  of  female  de- 
licacy so  often  disgustingly  exhibited,  and  the  greatly  increased 
profligacy  of  the  lower  orders  of  society,  since  that  melancholy- 
period,  are  to  be  ascribed.     See  Sect.  xxi.  p.  64*. 
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much  requested  experiment  was  now  brouglff 
fairly  to  the  test,  "  whether  society  could  sub- 
sist without  religion,  without  moral  obligation^ 
or  the  apprehension  of  a  future  account,  and 
the  existence  of  a  Providence!"  The  tri- 
umphant and  infuriated  atheists,  became  now 
in  their  turn  zealous  and  bigotted  persecutors 
of  religion,  and  of  whatever  bore  any  affinity 
to  it:  and  as  the  divine  Being  himself  was 
inaccessible  to  their  rage,  they  could  only 
hurl  an  empty  defiance  against  high  heaven, 
and  thurst  out  the  Creator  from  the  govern- 
ment of  his  own  works,  by  the  impotent  de- 
crees of  their  governing  authorities.  They 
wreaked  their  disappointed  hatred  of  God  up- 
on those  whom  they  considered  as  his  ser- 
vants and  priests,  and  the  religious  orders, 
(which  had  spared  them^  while  they  were 
shedding  the  blood  of  the  saints^)  became  in 
their  turn  the  objects  of  persecution.  The 
wretched  monks  in  vain  attempted  to  fly 
from  the  death  that  pursued  them,  and  to 
hide  themselves  in  their  hallowed  cloisteiB 
from  the  rage  of  infernal  assassins,  and  fix)m 
the  dagger  commis$ioned  of  fate  to  drink 
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their  blood.  They  were  hunted  like  noxious 
beasta,  the  dread  and  common  ayersion  of 
mankind,  around  their  once  peaceful  soli- 
tudes, incapable  of  affording  them  any  longer 
either  peace  or  protection,  and  they  fell  dead 
at  the  foot  of  their  own  altars. 

On  reading  the  tragical  records  of  the 
events  of  that  horrible  time,  one  might  al- 
most venture  to  say  with  the  sacred  writers, 
^  this  was  done  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
which  was  spoken  of  the  Lord  by  the  pro- 
phet, saying,-»-Therefore,  as  I  live,  saith  the 
Lord  God,  I  will  prepare  thee  unto  bloody  and 
blood  shall  pursue  thee :  sith  tbou  bast  not 
bated  bloody  even  bhod  shall  pursue  thee^"^ 
"  The  shepherds  shall  have  no  way  tojlee^ 
nor  the  principal  of  the  flock  to  escape.  A 
voice  of  the  cry  of  the  shepherds^  and  an  howU 
ing  of  the  principal  of  the  flock  shall  be  heard: 
for  the  Lord  hath  spoiled  their  pasture.  And 
the  peaceable  habitations  are  cut  down^  because 
^f  the  fierce  anger  of  the  LQrd.^^'\  And  Saint 
John  introduces  the  angel  of  the  waters,  upon 

*  Eztk.  XXXV.  6t  ,       t  -^^r*  XXV,  36  &c. 
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the  sight  of  these  jydgtnen^  justifying  the 
Providence  of  God,  aad  sayings  "  thou  ait 
ri^htcous^  O  Lord^  which  art,  and  wa$t, 
shidt  be,  because  thou  liast  judged  thus.  For^ 
tbey  ihtve  shed  ibt  blmd  of  sawti  and  prophets^ 
and  tbou  bast  given  ibem  blood  to  drink^  for 
ibty  are  wonby,'^  * 


Use  ancieot  mchantress,  which  sat  upon 

many  waters^  and  ali  ibe  mmgkd pcopk^\  tho 

nations^  and  languages^  and  multitudes,  which 

have  drank  of  the  cup  of  ber  aimmiaaiitms ; 

ZDmii  in  their  turn,  drink  of  ibc  cup  (f  ber 

judgments^  which  God  sends  round  to  them. 

'^  A  sword  b  upon  the  Chaldeans^  ^th  ihe 

Lord,  and  upon  tlie  inhabitants^  oi  Babylon, 

and  upon  her  priucciy  and  upon  her  ^wistmen^ 

A  sword  is  upon  tbt  liars^  and  they  shall 

dote," — (be  under  strong  delusion,  and  be- 

lieve  a  lie,)—*'  a  sword  is  upon  her  mighty 

men,  and  they  shall  be  dismayed.     A  sword 

is  upon  their  horses,  and  upon  their  chariors, 

and  upon  all  ihe  mingled  people  tbat  are  in  the 

midst  q/  ber^  and  they  shall  become  as  women* 


♦  Km*  irri.  5# 


f  ItT.  xi:»*  ^0- 


A  sword  is  upon  her  treusures^  and  tbey  slndl 
he  robbed^  a  drought  is  upcm  h&t  waters,  and 
they  shall  be  dried  up*  For  it  is  the  lano 
OF  GRAr£N  iMAGfis^and  they  are  mad  upon 
their  idols^* 

In  Ezekiel,  we  find  this  &r  famed  apostacy 
threatened  under  the  type  of  Egypt,  as  by 
Jeremiah  it  had  been  under  that  of  Baby- 
j,ON  -^''  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  sword 
shall  come  upon  Egypt,~-and  her  fou  nida- 
tions SHALl,  BE  BROKEN  pOWN,—- and  all 

•  Jen  1.  S5-  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Babylon  ultimate- 
ly here  intended  by  the  holy  spirit  of  prophecy,  is  that  of  St. 
John»  ro  the  mystict^l  Chsddea»  which  is  equally  the  land  bJ  im* 
agt  *watshiff  tmd  cfm  semekss  idotatryt  hot  fin*  more  ine^cusabiy 
fio^  than  that  of  a  people  wt»ch  knew  not  God>  but  by  distant 
and  unfavorable  report  only. 

•*  The  mingled  people**  is  ?3n  epithet  pecuEarly  appropriate  to 
the  subjects  of  a  despot,  who  affects  to  throw  the  reigns  of  his 
spiritual  government  and  supremacy  oiFor  ^'aU  tkUiom  i"  the 
people  who  own  his  spiritual  sovereignty  caOing  themselves  Ro- 
man CATHOLICS*— Romans  still*  under  whatever  government 
they  live  ;  and  catholic,  as  their  church  is  universal;  and  all 
other  denominations  of  christians  are  to  be  deemed  hereticSt 
This  prophecy  is  now  almost  verbally  &lfilling  upon  all  the 
mngled people  in  the  modem  Babylon,  or  all  the  countries  which 
#w;knowledge  the  catbolk  rdigion^  and  ^ritual  empire  of  th^  Pojpc. 
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the  mingled  people — ^and  the  men  of  the  land 
that  is  IN  LEAGUE,  shall  fall  with  them  by 
the  sword.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  tbey  also 
that  uphold  Egypt  shall  fally  and  the  pride  of 
her  power  shall  come  down.— And  they  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  have  set  a 
fire  in  Egypt,  and  when  all  her  helpers  shall 
be  destroyed."* 

Many  of  these  prophecies  of  Babylon 
and  Egypt  had  a  literal  accomplishment,  in 
an  inferior  sense,  even  those  to  which  St  John 
makes  manifest  allusions,  and  which  he  quotes 
as  applicable  to  the  apocalyptic  Babylon 
of  his  own  prophecies.  And  particularly  this 
of  Ezekiel  concerning  Egypt,  was  soon  after- 
wards fulfilled  by  Nebuchadnezzan  Yet  this 
is  no  reason  (in  this  instance  more  than  in 
others)  why  a  second  accomplishment  may  not 
have  been  intended  in  the  mystical  Egypt ^  and 
one  of  infinitely  more  importance  to  the  church 
of  the  faithful.  We  are  warranted  to  suppose 
so,  both  by  its  greater  interest  to  christian  times 
in  this  interpretation,  and  also  by  its  agree- 
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ment  with  so  many  other  prophecies  which 
speak  to  the  same  effect 

When  Balaam  cast  the  prophetic  glance 
upon  these  far  distant  times,  and  contcmplat-r 
cd  in  vision  the  future  glory  and  happy  con- 
dition of  the  servants  of  God,  he  started  from 
his  reverie,  with  the  passionate  exclamation, 
*^  Ah  !  who  shall  live  when  God  doth  this?— 
Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let 
my  last  end  be  like  his!"*  Yet  the  false 
hearted  Seer  loved  so  well  tbe  wages  ofun^ 
righteousness y  that  he  persisted  in  his  iniqui- 
tous course  of  opposing,  for  gain,  the  progress 
and  establishment  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
even  contrary  to  the  known  will  of  God, 
which  he  himself  had  been  (by  the  over- 
powering force  of  the  divine  influence)  com- 
pelled to  proclaim  with  his  own  mouth, 
against  his  will,  when  *'  the  dumb  asSy  speak-- 
trig  with  mans  voice ^  forbad  tbe  madness  of 
the  prophet:" -^ 

*  NuiTit  xxiii.  10.  t  2Peter  ii»  16. 
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If  we  may  tnut  the  tesdmony  of  prophee7^ 
this  incredible  madness  of  infatuation  in  au  i« 
not  (even  in  christian  times)  without  a  parallel^ 
in  the  false  prophet  AnticbrisU^  St  Paul  and 
Daniel  pkunly  attribute  to  the  worshippers  <^ 
MAHUZZIM  (or  advocates  of  popery)  the 
very  same  impious  resistance  to  divine  com* 
xnandy  and  atheistical  spirit,  that  they  ^  &• 
wded  the  land  for  gainy-f — made  gain  ibeir 
godlimss^X-^made  merebandise  of  saub^^^^ 
and  did  every  thing  for  fitby  hscres  sahe\ 
having  their  conseience  seared  wtb  a  bef 
ironJ^^*  And  indeed  when  the  poP£  was  in 
the  fulness  of  his  dispensing  and  absolving 
power,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  absdve  eidier 
him  or  his  advocates  from  these  cbarges,  as 
the  writings  of  the  one,  and  the  evil  works  of 
the  other^  (still  extant  in  history,)  proclaim  to 
all  the  workL  Yet  let  us  think  and  hope  bet* 
ter  of  persons  of  the  Roman  catholic  persua« 
sion  at  this  day,  as  far  as  consistency,  and 
fidelity  to  our  only  warrant  (the  word  of 

♦  Re?,  ii.  14  ;  Jude.  xi.  ^  f  Dan.  xi  39, 

i  1.  Tim.  yl5^  J  2.  Peter  ii,  3  ;  Rev.  xviii  13. 

B  Tit.  i.  U.  ♦»  2.  Theis,  ii.  12 ;  1 . Tim.  iv.  2. 
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Gcid)  will  admit  That  the  €rrws  of  mo-- 
DBRN  POPERY  are  aot  (so  they  pietead)  any 
longjN  of  that  malignant  nature  and  descrip« 
tkm  under  which  we  find  them  represented 
in  the  scriptures,  in  churdi  history,  and  the 
painful  recollections  of  our  fathers.  Yet  we 
must  not  forget  that  they  ai^  errors,  and  of  a 
nature  which  is  hateful  to  .God,  and  by  so 
much  the  more  inexcusable  for  the  great  in* 
crease  of  light  and  kno^;i4edge  since  the  time 
of  the  reformation. 

From  these  linng  examples  of  infatuation 
atouad  us,  both  in  the  case  of  the  jbw«,  who 
.*^  (kny  tbt  Lord  that  bought  tbem^^  and  the 
PAPISTS,  who  **  crucify  him  afresh^^  by 
making  him  an  idol,*  we  have  reason  to  take 
heed  to  ourselves  kst  any  of  us  (vainly  puffed 
up  by  the  €eshly  mindf  through  some  fa- 
natical and  sinful  deception,)  become  ^harden- 
ed through  the  deceitfulness  ofsin.^*  We  see  the 

*  By  the  worship  of  the  crucifix*  and  doctrine  of  tiansubstan- 
tiation  and  the  adoration  of  the  host  and  sacrifices  of  the  mass 
founded  upon  it* 

t  Col.  ii.  IS ;  Rom.  xii«  3. 
VOL.  II.  4    B 
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power  and  subtilty  of  the  tempter  to  give  a 

very  plausible  colouring  to  errors  the  most  io- 

tapable  of  either  excuse  or  extenuation  ;  Satan 

presenting  himself  transformed  into  an  angel 

of  light ^  and  offering  himself  as  a  guide  into 

the  true  way  of  life,  when  most  he  means  to 

mislead,  "  for  we  are  not  ignorant  of  bis  dc^ 

viccs^ 

The  awful  lesson  we  have  now  before  our 
eyes,  of  Christ  coming  a  second  time  in  btsjudg-^ 
ments !  an  act  so  contrary  to  his  amiable  cha- 
racter, and  expressed  wbh  "  to  save  mens  Uvesj 
and  not  to  destroy  tbeml^  ought  to  convince  us 
of  the  indispensable  necessity  thitf  destruction, 
(not  temporal  only  but  everlasting,)  must  be 
the  final  consequence  of  unrepented  and  un« 
reformed  sin  :  and  at  the  same  time,  how  diffi* 
cult,  if  not  utterly  hopeless,  the  expectadon  of 
the  grace  of  repentance  is,  when  wilful  blind- 
ness in  sinful  error  has  been  already  followed 
by  ^'  strong  delusiotC^  and  a  false  security ;  the 
commencement  of  the  sinners  punishment,  and 
the  foreboding  of  eternal  death. 
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But  if  on  our  caraal  apprehensions  things 
present  make  a  stronger  impression,  than  the 
**  things  that  are  not  seen,"  being  yet  future  i 
let  us  hear  the  apostle's  argument  ;—"/^/;&^ 
righteous  so  scarcely  are  saved ^^ — (in  the 
course  of  these  divine  judgments,  bjr  which 
the  world  is  to  be  shaken  to  its  very  -centre, 
and  broken  in  pieces,  and  regenerated  by  a  fi- 
gurative re-creation,) — ^**  where  shall  the  un- 
gQ^y  and  sinner  appear  f^^  or  where  find  a 
place  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  to  flee  unto, 
for  protection  from  "  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ?'* 
in  the  day  when  "  he  will  search  Jerusalem 
with  candles^  and  punish  the  men  that  are  set-- 
tied  on  their  kesT^' 

If  the  fullest  measure  of  success  granted  to 
an  impious  power,  and  the  inefficacy  of  all  the 
oppomtion  that  has  been  made  to  it,  and  above 
all  the  long  continuance  of  this  surprising  state 
of  things,  be  considered  as  wonderful,  yet  we 
may  reply  with  David  to  his  envious  breth* 
ren,— "  is  there  not  a  cause  V'X — There  is  an- 
other feature  of.the  present  times  no  less  won- 

*  1.  Peter  !▼.  12>^        f  Zcpb.  i.  \%       \\,  Sam,xYii,  %9f 
'     4B  2 
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derfbl,  and  for  which  we  have  iftfiffike  r^«>]i 
to  be  thankful  to  the  divine  mercy,  that  there 
h  still  left  one  solitary  ^t,  where  the  ark  of 
God  and  the  liberty  of  man  yet  remain  in 
safety ;  unviolated  by  irreligious  profsmaticmy 
or  the  approach  of  the  sword,  which  is  the  ap- 
pointed scourge  of  moral  and  religious  d^ene- 
racy.  Overspread  by  the  protecting  wings  of 
the  divine  providence,*  the  Power  ot  GREAT 
Britain,  hath  not  only  withstood  the  shodc 
of  the  colossal  might  of  the  breaker,  bot 
hath  acquired  additional  strength  in  proportion 
to  the  occasion  for  it ;  and  if  true  to  her  Grod 
and  to  herself,  is  still  likely  to  dtand,  like  her 
own  immoveable  clifis,  defying  the  rage  of  the 
howling  tempest,  and  laughing  at  the  mad- 
ning  fury  of  the  whirlwind. 

The  cause  of  oUr  safety  and  augmesitidg 
prosperity,  in  the  midst  of  the  wreck  of  na- 
tions, is  to  be  traced  to  the  same  source  as 
the  fall  of  the  Babylonish  thrones.  ^I 
beheld  till  tJbe  thrones  wetc  cast  downy  an4 

^.PaalmlviL  1. 
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the  ancieiit  of  days  did  sk  i-^^the  judgmc^ 
was  set^  and  tbe  books  were  optned.  I  behdd 
then^  because  of  the  great  words  which  the 
horn  spake :  I  beheld  even  till  the  beast  was 
siakij  and  bis  bedy  destroyed^  and  given  to  the 
btimuig  ftamc.^^'^  The  impetus  of  the  falling 
STONE  loses  its  wonted  power  of  destruction, 
when  (;inthout  God)  it  dashes  against  the 
SOLID  IRON,  detached  from  the  deHiUtating 
adouxCure  of  miry  clay^  and  wrought  afresh 
in  the  refiner's  fwge,  apd  restored  to  its  ori- 
^nal  purity,  and  strength,  and  beauty. 

God  will  in  no  case  turn  his  favorable 
countenance  away  from  a  reflecting  and  re- 
penting people,  which  seek  to  the  true  foun- 
tain of  mercy,  and  turn  not  ^^for  the  liwng  tq 
the  deadl*  but  ^'  make  bim  tbeirfear^  and  make 
him  their  dread^^  wd  turn  away  from  all  their 
abominations.  ^*  For  when  bis  judgments  are 
in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  learn 
righteousness  ;*'  except,  as  the  prophet  imme- 
diately subjoins,  they  be  judicially  blinded. 

^.  Dan.  Til.  9*  &c' 
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"  Hiough  mercy  be  shewn  to  die  wicked,  yet 
^ill  he  not  learn  righteousness :  in  tbc  very 
land  of  rectitude  be  will  deal  perversely;  and 
will  not  regard  the  majesty  of  Jehovah.  Je* 
hovah,  thy  hand  is  lifted  up,  yet  tbey  wHlnot 
see:  but  they  shall  see,  with  confu^on,  thy 
zeal  for  tby  people;  yea,  the  fire  shall  bufft 
up  thine  adversaries.  Jehovah,  thou  wilt  or- 
dain for  us  peace :  for  even  all  our  mighty 
deeds  tbou  bast  performed  for  us.  O  Jehovah, 
our  God  !  other  lords  exclusive  of  thee  have 
had  dominion  over  us  :  thee  only,  and  thy 
name,  henceforth  will  we  celebrate.'** 

Whatever  disasters  have  befallen  us,  they 
have  been  met  with  in  fighting  in  behalf  of  a 
hopeless  cause^  and  an  attempt  to  turn  back 

THE     OVERFLOWING    SCOURGE  from    the 

land  of  Idumea^  where,  it  hath  a  divine  com- 
mission to  rage.  Yet  our  error  has  been 
chastised  in  mercy,  and  we  ought  now  to  be 
convinced  that  the  tottering  image  can  no 
longer  be  upheld  by  human  aid,  but  must 
fall,  and  crush  " its  helpers^  in  its  own  ruin. 

•  Isai.  txvi.  9;  t  ^^^'  xxxiv,  6. 
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It  is  equally  obvious,  that  in  the  defence  of 
our  own  cause,  whenever  it  has  been  separate 
from  our  unfortunate  allies,  "  Godbatb  appear^- 
cd  for  usy^  and  given  us  such  success,  as  ex- 
ceeded hope,  and  left  the  glory  of  all  former 
victories^  and  the  experience  of  other  times, 
far  behind. 

The  "  harvest  of  the  earth  is  ripe,"  the 
commissioned    ^'  angel    hath    thrust   in   his 
sickle,"  and  the  earth  is  reaping^  yet  still  we 
are  spared.      The  destroying  angel  is  sent 
forth  to  smite  Jerusalem,  and  "  the  sinners  in 
Sion  are  afraid^  fearfulness  bath  surprised  the 
bypocritesy^     But  to  this  highly  favored  na- 
tion, though  the  cup  of  Babylon's  venge- 
ance hath  been  many  times  attempted  to  be 
poured  in,  yet  still  it  haa  been  without  the 
effect  of  the  burning  torments,  elsewhere  so 
speedily  resulting  from  the  poisonous  mix- 
ture.   The  cheering  voice  of  a  divine  pro- 
tector hath  called  to  us,  out  of  the  dark  and 
lowering  cloud,  "  come  my  people^  enter  thou 
into  thy  chambers^  and  shut  thy  doors  about 


*  iBai.xxxiii.  14* 
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thee :  bide  tbysdf  as  it  wtrt  for  a  little  mo^ 
ment^  until  the  indignation  be  averpasL 
'Eor  behokl,  die  Lord  cometh  oat  of  hk  place^ 
to  pumsh  the  inhaUtaats  of  the  earth  for 
their  iniquity:  the  earth  also  sball  disclose 
her  bloody  and  sball  no-  mere  cover  ber  slain.^** 

*  Isaiah  xxvi.  20.  This  prophecy  cannot  wdl  be  addrened  to 
the  JEWS,  either  in  ancient  or  modem  times  There  does  not 
appear  any  event  in  the  past  history  of  Israel  with  which  the 
tircumstances  in  it  can  be  reconciled,  God's  indignation  it  re- 
pTBseated  as  exceeciingly  moved  against  the  destroyers  of  his 
prophets  and  martyrs,  insomuch  that  he  riuf  from  Ins  tbrme 
and  comes  out  of  bis  f  lace  in  person,  to  see  full  and  exemplary 
execution  done  upon  his  enemies,  at  the  same  time  providing  a 
iafe  retreat  for  bis  peopL  during  the  contii*uance  of  these  almost 
general  calamities,  inflicted  upon  the  inhabitants  of  ike  earth^'^ 
(thst  is,  the  whole  Roman  em p irk,) — and  a  retreat  of  such  a 
nature,  that  by  prudence,  vigilance,  and  courage,  they  mustte 
hutrumental  to  their  own  security ^  and  shut  around  them  those  uH' 
asscttlahk  gaiest  with  which  God  hath  provided  them  —But  the 
JEWS  were  themselves  too  deeply  diargeaUe  with  she  gmb  of 
that  innocent  blood  of  which  vengeance  is  in  search,  and  have 
been  suffering,  on  its  account,  an  indignation  not  of  ^a 
Sttle  moment**  as  this  is  to  be,  but  **  of  many  days^*  it  having 
continued  now  almost  1600  years* 

The  prophecy  certainly  corresponds  more  with  the  present 
time  and  state  of  things,  and  the  pecuhar  situation  and  drcum* 
stances  of  this  nation,  i  ngland  (as  it  is  on  all  hands  ac« 
kaowledged)  has>  in  all  time  since  the  reformation,  been  the 
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"For  it  is  THE  day  of  the  Lo&d's  ven- 


moH  iuccasfu!  9ppatfr  of  popery^  and  ^  best  defender  of  the 
protesUnt  faith  }  80  in  the  pcesent  day*  she  affords  the  only 
ASSYLUM  left  on  earth,  to  trae  liberty  and  genuine  christian- 
ity  ;  and  is  the  last  hope  of  refage  to  the  miserable  fugitives 
that  have  escaped  from  the  swoid. 

Previous  to  the  opening  ^of  these  fiery  judgments,  which  are 
to  "^0  hefore  bim%  and  bum  up  his  enemies  on  every  slde^*  God 
hath  put  the  trident  ot  the  seas  into  hands  which  know 
^how  to  wir>ld  it,  and  having  ordained  of  old  the  flood  gates  of  the 
ocean  for  our  security,  and  "  tie  munltson  of  rocks**  for  the  walls 
of  our  retreat,*  he  counsels  his  believing  people  to  retire  from 
the  vain  contest,  and  await  the  issue  in  a  religious  dependance 
on  his  blessing  to  the  means  of  protection  he  affords,  and  which 
in  all  emergencies  he  can  make  still  equal  to  the  occasion. 

The  attempts  of  the  inveterate  tyrant  to  exclude  us  from  the 
trade  of  the  woxld,  will  be  as  vain  as  his  warfare.  God  hath 
continually  opened  fresh  sources  of  new  and  greater  prosperity 
to  £n GLAND*  as  fast  as  the  envious  foe  blocks  up  the  old  ones. 
•*  The  barrel  of  meal  shall  not  vxaste^  nor  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  until 
the  day  that  the  Lordsendeth  fsacr  upon  the  earth. ^* 

**  It  is  possible  our  external  commerce  may  be  diminished,  and 
yet  our  internal  wealth  and  strength  increased,"— See  the  jii- 
•didous  reasoning  upon  this  argument  in — "  Hints  on  the 
Economy,  &c-^'  by  J»  C.  Curwen,  Esq.  M.  P.  (1808)  p.  124j. 
.  As  a  striking  contrast  to  this  merciful  exemption  hitherto 
vouchsafed  to  us,  the  pitiable  sufferings  of  the  wretched  Hol« 
LARD&asi  at.this  time,  cannot  but  occur  to  every  thinking 
qund ;  and  suggest  awful  reflections  upon  the  distributive  jus- 

*  Isaiah  xxvL  U 

VOL.  lU  4  c 
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GEANCEy  and  the  yeir  of  recaompenccft  for 

the  CONTROVERSY  OF  SlON.* 

,  Let  wise  and  cautioas  measures  taken  for 
the  reformation  of  errors  and  abuses,  both  in 
public  and  private  life,  and  a  reverent  respect 
for  our  excellent  religion,  and  that  decent  and 
orderlyt  establishment  of  it  setded  amongst 
us,  make  those  gates  for  ever  impenetrable, 
which  the  hand  of  God  ha{b  formed,  and  by 
bis  blessing  and  command^  OUR  glorious 
NAVY  batb  barred  fast  around  us.  "  He  that 
walketh  righteously,  and  speaketh  uprightly, 
he  that  despiseth  the  gain  of  oppressions,  that 
shaketh  his  hands  from  holding  of  bribes,  that 

tice  of  heaven  towards  offending  nations.  Their  *<  hi  mm  mU 
to  have  drank  of  the  cuf  of  Babylon's  piuiiiihmtnt»  ya  tb^  bmx 
surely  drank  ofH^'  {Jtr.  xliz.  It.)  Tktir  sbs  against  etery 
<<  principle  of  justice^  hamanity,  and  christian  finth,  m  tk 
crvebUt  at  Ambotma^  and  tie  tpwmf&mg  vpon  them-mu  «l  Ja- 
PAN,  at  the  instigation  of  the  fell  demon  rf  avarice  ase  aoir 
set  before  their  eyes,  as  the  offences  of  popery  an  alMH  by  tk 
pecuRarity  of  their  aJRcHone^  in  this  QaiAT  DAT  OS  Goo's 
JUDGMENT,  when  he  '*  wiBpleadnM  eMJktb^*  (Jer.  ix«»5U) 

*  Isai«  xxxiv.  8» 

f  1  Cor.  xiT,  40, 
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gtoppeth  bli  e^n  from  hdaritig  of  bloody  and 
chutt^h  hk  e^es  ftotA  Meing  evil^  be  shall 
dwdlm  high;  his  place  of  defence  shall  be 
the  MONITION  Ot  ROCKS,  bread  shall  be 
p'^n  hmy  his  waters  shall  be  sufe.^'^ 

Here,  as  m  a  secure  chamber,  our  doors 
being  shut  about  us^  whUe  the  wild  hurricane 
rages,  and  the  tempestuous  surges  beat  in  vain 
against  it  without,  let  us  confidently  wait  the 
will  of  heaven,  and  be  content  to  lie  hid  as  ii 
were  for  a  little  momem,  ^' until  Thb  in«> 
WGNATiON  be  overpast." 

Bntaini  the  queen  of  Isles^  our  lair  possession. 
Secured  hf  nature,  laughs  at  foreign  force ; 
Her  ships  fa^r  bulwark,  and  th^  tea  her  dike, 
Seei  plentj  in  bcr  bp,  and  braves  the  world. 

King  Charles  L 

Wc  have  great  encouragement,  amounting 
almost  in  eieet  to  the  evidence  of  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  we  should  continue  to 
trust  in  God,  and  repel  force  by  force,  and 
never  yield  to  that  apathy  of  despondency 


*  Isai.iBxxiii,  15. 
402 
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which  has  tied  up  the  hands  of  the  nations, 
so  long  as  any  effectual  re^stance  was  in 
their  power.  But  now  (with  respect  tp 
them)  the  golden  opportunity  is  gone  by, 
and  out  of  their  spoils  the  stone  is  already 
become  a  great  mountain,  and  threatens 
soon  to  lift  its  towering  head  above  thediouds, 
and  with  its  base  to  cover  the  earth.^ 

The  peculiar  blessings  of  Providence  vouch- 
safed in  our  favor,  through  this  long  continued 
scene  of  horrors,  while  the  flames  of  God's 
jealousy  have  been  spread  far  and  wide  on 
every  side  of  us,  entitle  us  to  say  with  Moses, 
"  did  ever  people  bear  the  voice  qf  God^  speai- 
ing  out  of  the  midst  of  the  Jire^  as  thou  bast 
beard ^  and  ItveV^  Our  ears  have  repeatedly 
heard  the  shouts  of  victory  amidst  the  groans 
of  slaughtered  nations.  Our  eyes  have  seen 
the  salvation  of  God  in  mighty  achievements;^ 
to  which  history  can  produce  nothing  paral- 

♦  In  assigning  the  ancient  Umit9  of  the  Roman  empire,  or 
present  Roman  catholic  spiiitual  jurisdiction*  to  this  prophetic 
phrase — "  the  whole  earth,"  1  have  understood  England  as  aB 
exception  for  the  reasou  aboTe  given* 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


563 

lei)  in  the  midst  of  ttniversal  cootf^rn^uioa  <m 
crery  nde  of  us. 


•  Jurat  ire  periclii. 


Ad  decuf ;  et  dextra  memorandiun  coodere  tiomenp 
Quale  dedit  iiu]U|uain  rebus  fortuaa  secundit. 

Sii«.  iTAL.  lib  x\,  T.  36* 

'   Sweet  it  the  toil  thro'  perils  to  pass  on 
To  honors  meed»  by  glorious  actions  won^ 
And  rear  a  monument  of  lasting  famet 
Surpassmg  all  that  happier  times  can  claim* 

England,  the  native  seat  of  liberty,  glori- 
ous in  tier  apparel  of  unsullied  and  primitive 
Christianity,  illustrious  for  pre-eminence  in  li- 
terature and  arts,  and  in  former  periods  un- 
equalled in  arms  (a^  glory  which  she  hath  not 
tarnished,  but  greatly  brightened  in  the  present 
arduous  contest,  against  such  overwhelming 
preponderance  of  power)  still  unfurls  the  flag 
of  triumph  and  defiance  over  the  subject  main* 
She  pursues  the  flving  conqueror  ot  the  world 
to  every  place  where  he  seeks  to  hide  his  di- 
minished head,  and  there  throwing  her  own 
wooden  walls  around  him,  she  holds  him  bound 
as  in  a  prison  house  from  w^hich  he  dares  not 
look  out.      She  wrests  from  his  strong  grasp 
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the  domitdon  <ji  the  sedSi  and  ^poU&  bim  df  hii 
maritime  strength,  as  be  robs  the  nations  previa 
ously  delivered  to  his  sword**     Haughtily  she 
opposes  a  threatening  front  to  the  confederate 
world,  her  foes,  and  ^  like  as  the  lion  growleth, 
even  the  young  lion  over  his  prey ;  though  the 
whole  company  of  shepherds  be  called  together 
against  him :  at  their  voice  he  will  not  be  ter- 
rified, nor  at  their  tumult  will  be  be  humbled.. 
So  shall  Jehovah  God  of  Hosts  descend  to  fight 
for  Mount  Zion,  and  for  his  own  hill.    As  the 
mother  birds  hovering  over  their  young,  so 
shall  Jehovah  God  of  Hosts,  protect  Jerusalem : 
protecting  and  delivering ;  leaping  forward  and 
rescuing  her/'f  **  Tea  in  the  way  of  thy 
JUDGMENTS,  0  Lord  have  we  waited  for  thee  ; 
the  desire  of  our  soul  is  to  thy  name^  and  to  the 
remembrance  ofthee^^X 

*  Isai.  IxT*  12.  Jer.  slvii.  €L  f  Isai.  zxxi*  4, 

X  Isai.  xxvi.  8. 


J.  Graliamy  Printer,  Snndertavd, 
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ERRATA  IN  VOL.  I. 

Page  1*7 ^»  for  kings  rear^  king, 

198,  at  the  end  of  the  note,  to  the  words  "  History 

of  Popery,"  add  «  By  H.  Care,  1678," 

251,  in  the  note,  line  3  from  the  bottom,ybr  "  called 

God,*'  reaJ  «*  called  a  God." 

■  252,  at  the  end  of  the  first  note,  to  the  words  "  Man 

of  Sin,"  add  «*  By  H,  Care,  1677." 

— —  328,  in  the  note, /or  "  nod,"  rW"  rod." 

i49f  for  "  Croesus,"  read  "  Croesus." 

ERRATA  IN  VOL.  II. 

Page  50,  dele  the  comma  in  the  note. 

■  114,  in  the  note,  for  ^av^itret  read  wivfAurxt 

■  131,  in  the  note, yir  aed  read  and. 

—  132,  line  3  in  the  note,  for  accordingly  read  ac- 
cording. 

-^ —  250,  line  2,  hfore  fuller  intert  a. 

—  255,  in  the  notCf  for  desalatonim  read  desolatorum. 

-  360,  liae  1,  for  as  well  his  Holiness  read  as  well 

as  &c. 

—  386,  ill  the  note,  line  6,  lefore  are  on  the  contrary, 

ittserf  they. 

M>  433,  lint  IBifor  domestic  read  domestics. 
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The   second  : 

Sxodus,   v,2. 
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